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CHAP. LVII1. 


Origin and Numbers of the Firji Crufade. — Cha- 
rade rs of the Latin Princes. — Their March 
to ConJlanlinople. — Policy of \he Greek Em- 
peror Alexius. — Conquefl of Nice , Antioch , 
and Jentfulem , by the Franks. — Deliverance 
of the Holy Sepulchre. — Godjrey of Bouillon , 
Firji King of Jerufalem. — InJiiiutions of the 
French or Latin Kingdom. 


A BOUT twenty years after the conqueft of 
Jerufalem by the Turks, the holy fepul- 
chre was vilited by an hermit of the name of 
Peter, a native of Amiensj in the province of 
Picardy 1 in France. His refentment and fym- 

pathy 

1 Whimfical enough is the origin of the name of Picards , and from 
thence of Pi car die, which does not date earlier than A. D, 1200. It 
you xu b 


C H A H 
LVIIL 


The iirfl 
crufade, 

A.D. 


1095 u. 

1099. 
Peter the 
Hermit. 


was 



* 

C II A 1 
LVIII. 


THE DECLINE AND FALL 

pathy were excited by his own injuries and the 
opprefiion of the Chriitian name j he mingled 
his tears with thole of the Patriarch, and ear- 
neltly enquired, if no hopes of relief could be 
entertained from the Greek Emperors of the eaft. 
The Patriarch expofed the vices and weaknels of 
the fucceffors of Conftantine. “ I will roufe,” 
exclaimed the hermit, “ tlie martial nations of 
Europe in your caufe and Europe was obe- 
dient to the call of the hermit. The altonilhed 
Patriarch difmifled him with epillles of credit and 
complaint ; and no fooner did he land at Bari, 
than Peter li aliened to Jills the feet of the Ro- 
man pontiff. His flature was final!, his appear- 
ance contemptible ; but his eye was keen and 
lively ; and he poifelTed that vehemence of 
fpeech, which feldom fails to impart the per- 
fualion of the foul \ He was born of a gen- 
tleman’s family (for we mull now adopt a mo- 
dern idiom), and his military lervice was under 
the neighbouring counts of Boulogne, the he- 
roes of the firll crulade. But he foon relin- 
quiflied the f word and the world ; and if it be 
true, that his wife, however noble, was aged and 
ugly, he might withdraw, with the lefs reluctance, 

Was an academical joke, an epithet firft applied to the quarrelfome 
humour of tliofe /indents, in the Univerfity of Paris, who came from 
the frontier of France and Flanders (Vatefii Notitia Galliarutn, p. 447. 
Longuerus, Defcription de la France, p. 54.). 

William of Tyre ( 1 . i. c. 11. p. 637, 638.) thus deferibes the her- 
mit : pulillus, perfona eontemptibilis, vivacis Jngenii, et occulum ha- 
beus perfpicacem gratumque, et fponte fluens ei non deerat eloquium. 
See Albert Aquenfis, p. 185. Guibert, p. 482. Anna Comnena in 
Alexiad, L x. p. 284, &c. with Ducange’s notes, p. 349, 

1 1 from 
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from her bed to a convent, and at. length to an c H A P. 
hermitage. In this auftere folitude, his body , LVJI1 ' 
was emaciated, his fancy was inflamed ; what- 
ever he wifhed, he believed ; whatever he be- 
lieved, he Jam in dreams and revelations. From 
Jerulalem, the pilgrim returned an accomplifhed 
fanatic ; but as he excelled in the popular mad- 
nefs of the times. Pope Urban the Second re- 
ceived him as a prophet, applauded his glorious 
delign, promifed to fupport it in a general 
council, and encouraged him to proclaim the 
deliverance of the Holy Land. Invigorated by 
the approbation of the Pontiffj his zealous mil- 
lionary travel led, with lpeed and fuccefs, the pro- 
vinces of Italy and France. His diet was ablte- 
mious, his prayers long and fervent, and the alms 
which he received with one hand, he dillributed 
with the other: his head was bare, his feet naked, 
his meagre body was wrapt in a coarfe garment; 
he bore and dilplayed a weighty crucifix j and 
the afs on which he road was lanctified in the 
public eye by the fervice of the man of God. 

He preached to innumerable crowds in the 
churches, the Hreets, and the highways : the 
hermit entered with equal confidence the palace 
and the cottage ; and the people, for all was 
people, was impetuoufiy moved by his call to re- 
pentance and arms. When he painted the liilfer- 
ingsof the natives and pilgrims of Palefcine, every 
heart was melted to cornpafiion ; every bread 
glowed with indignation, when he challenged the 
warriors of the age to defend their brethren, and 

B 2 refeue 
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chap, reicite their Saviour : his ignorance of art and 
, LV111, , language was compenfated by fighs, and tears, 
and ejaculations ; and Peter fupplied the defi- 
ciency of reafon by loud and frequent appeals to 
C-hrift and his Mother, to the faints and angels of 
paradife, with whom he had perfonally converted. 
The moll perfect orator of Athens might have 
envied the fuccefs of his eloquence : the ruftic 
enthuliall infpired the paffions which he felt, and 
Chriltendom expedited with impatience the coun- 
fels and decrees of the fupreme Pontiff. 

Urban n. Themagnanimous fpiritof Gregory the Seventh 

in the had already embraced the defign of arming Eu- 
Pkcentb, r0 P e a g a ‘ n d Afia ; the ardour of his zeal and am- 
A.D. bition flill breathes in his epiftles : from either 
htoch hde of the Alps, fifty thoufand Catholics had 
enlilled under the banner of St. Peter 3 ; and his 
l’ucceffor reveals his intention of marching at 
their head again fl the impious fectaries of Ma- 
homet. But the glory or reproach of executing, 
though not in perfon, this holy enterprife, was 
referved for Urban the Second 4 , the moll faith- 
ful of his difciples. He undertook the conqueft 
of the Eafl, whillt the larger portion of Rome was 
pofTeffed and fortified by his rival Guibert of 
Ravenna, who contended with Urban for the 


3 Ultra quinquaginta millia, fi me poflimt in expeditione pro duce 
et pontifice habere, arm at a. manu volunt in inimicos Dei infurgere et 
ad fepulchrum Domini ipfo duccnte pervenire (Gregor, vii. epift. ii. 
,;i. in tom. xii. p. 32 %. concil.). 

4 See the original lives of Urban II. by Pandulphus Pifanus and, 
Bemardus Guido, in Mura tori, Rer. leal. Script, tom. iii. pars i. 

353 - 


name 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.. 


5 

name and honours of the pontificate. He at- ^viii^ 

tempted to unite the powers of the Weft, at a , 

time when the princes were feparated from the 
church, and the people from their princes, by 
the excommunication which himfelf and hispre- 
deceflors had thundered again ft the Emperor and 
the King of France. Philip the Firft, of France, 
lupported with patience the cenfures which he 
had provoked by his fcandalous life and adulter- 
ous marriage. Henry the Fourth, of Germany, 
aflerted the right of inveftitures, the prerogative 
of confirming his bifhops by the delivery of the 
ring and crofier. But the Emperor’s party was 
crufhed in Italy by the arms of the Normans and 
the Countefs Mathilda; and the long quarrel had 
been recently envenomed by the revolt of his fon 
Conrad and the fhame of his wife 5 , who, in the 
lynods of Conftance and Placentia, confeft'ed the 
manifold proftitutions to which (he had been ex- 
pofed by an hufbarul regardlefs of her honour 
and his own 6 . So popular was the caufe of 

Urban, 

s She is known by the different names of Praxes, Euprsecia, Eu- 
frafia, and Adelais ; and was the daughter of a Ruffian Prince, and 
the widow of a margrave of Brandenburgh. Struv. Corpus Hi ft* 

Germanicse, p. 340. 

6 Henricus odio earn coepit habere : ideo incarceravit earn, et 
concefiit ut plerique vim ei iriferrent ; immo filium hortans ut earn 
fubagitaret (Dodechin, Continuat. Marian. Scot, apud Baron. A. D. 

1093, N 1 4.). In the fynod of Conftance, fhe is defcribed by Berthol- 
dus, rerum infpe&or : quse fe tantas et tam in inauditas fornicationum 
fpurcitias, et a tantis paffam fuiffe conquefta eft, See . and again at 
Placentia : fatis mifericorditer fufeepit, eo quod ipfam tantas fpurcitias 
non tam cominifliffe quam invitam pertuliffe pro ccrto cognoverit papa 
cum fanefta fynodo. Apud Baron. A. D. 1093, N 4, 1094, N 3. 

A rare fubjeeft for the infallible decifion of a pope and council. Thefe 

B 3 abominations 
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Urban, fo weighty was his influence, that the 
council which he furmnoned at Placentia 7 was 
compofed of two hundred bilhops of Italy, 
France, Burgundy, Swabia, and Bavaria. Four 
thoufand of the clergy, and thirty thoufand of the 
laity, attended this important meeting ; and as 
the moll fpacious cathedral would have been in- 
adequate to the multitude, the fefiionof feven 
days was held in a plain adjacent to the city. 
The ambafiadors of the Greek Emperor, Alexins 
Comnenus, were introduced to plead the diftrefs 
of their love reign and the danger of Conftanti- 
nople, which was divided only by a narrow fea 
from the victorious Turks, the common enemies 
of the Chriftian name. In their fuppliant addrefs 
they flattered the pride of the Latin princes; and 
appealing at once to their policy and religion, ex- 
horted them to repel the Barbarians on the con- 
fines of Alia, rather than to expert them in the 
heart of Europe. At the fad tale of the milery 
and perils of their Eaftern brethren, the affcmbly 
burft into tears: the molt eager champions de- 
clared their readinefs to march ; and the Greek 
ambafiadors were diftnified with the afltirance of 
a fpeedy and powerful fuccour. The relief of 
Conltantinoplc was included in the larger and 
moll diftant project of the deliverance of Jeru- 


abominations are repugnant to every principle of human nature, which 
is not altered by a diipute about rings and crofiers. Yet it jfhould feem, 
that the wretched woman was tempted by the priefts to relate or fub- 
feribe fome infamous ftories of hcrfelf and her hufband. 

7 See the narrative and adts of the fynod of Placentia, ConciJ. tom.xii. 
p. Bai, &c. 

falem ; 
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falern ; but the prudent Urban adjourned the c h a p. 
final decifion to a fecond fynod, which he pro- , LVirI ' ! 
pofed to celebrate in fome city of France in the 
autumn of the fame year. The fliort delay would 
propagate the flame of enthufiafm ; and his firmed 
hope was in a nation of foldiers 9 , ltill proud of 
the pre-eminence of their name, and ambitious to 
emulate their hero Charlemagne 9 , who, in the 
popular romance of Turpin had atchieved the 
conqueft of the Holy Land. A latent motive of 
affection or vanity might influence the choice of 
Urban: he was himlelf a native of France, a 
monk of Clugny, and the firffc of his countrymen 
who afcended the throne of St. Peter. The Pope 
had illuftrated his family and province ; nor is 
there perhaps a more exquifite gratification than 
to revifit, in a confpicuous dignity, the humble 
and laborious fcenes of our youth. 


* Guibert, himfelf a Frenchman, praifes the piety and valour of the 
French nation, the author and example of the crufades : Gens nobilis, 
prudens, bellicofa, dapfilis et nitida . • ♦ . Quos enim Britones, 
Anglos, Ligures, fi bonis eos moribus videamus, non illico Francos 
homines appellemus ? (p. 478.) He owns, however, that the vivacity 
of the French degenerates into petulance among foreigners (p.483.) 
and vain loquacioufnefs (p. 502.). 

9 Per viam quam jamdudum Carolus Magnus mirificus rex Fran- 
corum aptari fecit ufque C. P. (Gefta Francorurn, p. 1. Rol>ert. 
Monach. Hill. Ilierof. 1 . i. p. 33, &c. 

ro John Tilpinus, or Turpinus, was Archbifhop of Rheims, A.D. 773. 
After the year 1000, this romance was compofed in his name, by a 
monk of the borders of France and Spain ; and fuch was the idea of 
ecclefialtical merit, that he deicribes himfelf as a fighting and drinking 
prieft ! Yet the book of lies was pronounced authentic by Pope Ca- 
lixtus II. (A. D. 1122), and is refpedtfully quoted by the Abbot 
Suger, in the great Chronicles of St. Denys (Fabric. Bibliot. Latin, 
medii iEvi, edit. Manfi, tom. iv. p. 161.). 

15 4 
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chap. It may occafion fome furprife that the Roman 
. LV * IJ ' . pontiff fhould ere6t, in the heart of France, the 
Council of tribunal from whence he hurled his anathemas 
C1 ^ m ^ nt ’ againfl the King; but our furprife will vanifh fo 
1095, foon as we form a juft eftimate of the King of 
November. PYance of the eleventh century". Philip the 
Firft was the great-grandfon of Hugh Capet, the 
founder of the prefent race, who, in the decline 
of Charlemagne’s pofterity, added the regal title 
to his patrimonial eftates of Paris and Orleans. 
In this narrow compafs, he was poflelfed of wealth 
and jurifdidtion ; but in the reft of France, Hugh 
and his firft defcendants were no more than the 
feudal lords of about fixty dukes and counts, of 
independent and hereditary power '% who dif- 
dained the control of laws and legal aflemblies, 
and whofe difregard of their fovereign was re- 
venged by the difobedience of their inferior 
vaffals. At Clermont, in the territories of the 
Countof Auvergne' 3 , the Pope might brave with 
impunity the refentment of Philip; and the 
council which he convened in that city was not 


11 See Etat de la France, by the Count de Boulainvilliers, tom. 5 . 
p. 180 — 181. and the fecond volume of the Obfervations fur 1 ’Hiftoire 
de France, by the Abbe de Mably. 

11 In the provinces to the fouth of the Loire, the firft Capetians were 
Icarcely allowed a feudal fupremacy. On all tides, Normandy, Bretagne, 
Aquitain, Burgundy, Lorraine, and Flanders, contracted the name and 
limits of the proper France. See Hadrian Valef. Notitia Galliarum. 

Thefe counts, a younger branch of the dukes of Aquitaine, were 
at length defpoiled of the greateft part of their country by Philip 
Auguftus. The bifhops of Clermont gradually became princes of 
the city. Melanges, tires d’une grande Bibliotheque, torn, xxxvi* 
JU 288, &c. 
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lefs numerous or refpeClabletlian the fynodof Pla- CHAP. 
centia’ 4 . Befides his court and council of Roman , LV1II ‘ 
cardinals, he was fupported by thirteen archbi- 
fliops and two hundred and twenty-five bifhops; 
the number of mitred prelates was computed at 
four hundred; and the fathers of the church were 
blefled by the faints, and enlightened by the 
do&ors of the age. From the adjacent kingdoms, 
a martial train of lords and knights of power and 
renown, attended the council I5 , in high expecta- 
tion of its refolves ; and fuch was the ardour of 
zeal and curiofity, that the city was filled, and 
many thoufands, in the month of November, 
ereCted their tents or huts in the open field. A 
fellion of eight days produced fome ufeful or edi- 
fying canons for the reformation of manners ; a 
fevere cenfure was pronounced againlt the licence 
of private w T ar ; the truce of God 16 was con- 
firmed, a fufpenfion of hoftilites during four days 
of the week ; women and priefts were placed 
under the fafeguard of the church ; and a pro- 
tection of three years was extended to hufband- 
men and merchants, the defencelefs victims of 
military rapine. But a law, however venerable 


14 See the a£b of the council of Clermont, Concil. tom. xiL 
p.829, &c. 

15 Confluxerunt ad concilium e multis regionibus, vtri potentes et 
honorati, innumeri quamvis cingulo laicalis militiae fuperbi (Baldric, an 
eye-witnefs, p. 86 — 88. Robert. Mon. p. 31, 32. Will. Tyr. i. 14, 
15. p. 639 — 641. Guibert, p.478 — 480. Fulcher. Carnot, p. 382.). 

16 The Truce of God (Treva, or Treuga Dei) was firft invented in 
Aqultain, A.D. 1032 ; blamed by fome bifhops as an occafion of perjury, 
and rejedled by the Normans as contrary to their privileges (Ducange, 
GlofT. Latin, tom. vi. p. 683—685.). 

be 
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C H A P. be the fandtion, cannot fuddenly transform the 
LVIIJ * . temper of the times ; and the benevolent efforts 
of Urban deferve the lefspraife, fince he laboured 
to appeafe fome domeflic quarrels, that he might 
fpread the flames of war from the Atlantic to the 
Euphrates. From the fynod of Placentia, the 
rumour of his great delign had gone forth among 
the nations : the clergy on their return had 
preached in every diocefe the merit and glory of 
the deliverance of the Holy Land ; and when the 
Pope afeended a lofty fcaffold in the market-place 
of Clermont, his eloquence was addrefled to a 
well-prepared and impatient audience. His topics 
were obvious, his exhortation was vehement, his 
fuccefs inevitable. The orator was interrupted 
by the Ihout of thoufands, who with one voice, 
and in their ruftic idiom, exclaimed aloud, “ God 
“ wills it, God wills it ' “ It is indeed the 

te will of God,” replied the Pope ; “ and let this 
<e memorable word, the infpiration furely of the 
“ Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted as your cry 
“ of battle, to animate the devotion and cou- 
ee rage of the champions of Chrift. His crofs is 
<e the fymbol of your falvation ; wear it, a red, 
“ a bloody crofs, as an external mark on your 


17 Deus yult* Deus <vult ! was the pure acclamation of the clergy who 
underftood Latin (Robert. Mon. l.i. p.33.). By the illiterate laity, who 
fpoke the Provincial or Limoujtn idiom, it was corrupted to Deus lo 
*volt> or Diex el twit. See Chron. Cufinenfe, l.iv. c. 11. p.497. in 
Muratori, Script. Rerum* Ital. tom. iv. and Ducange (Diflertat. xi. 
p. 207. fur Joinville, and GlofT. Latin, tom. ii. p. 690.), who, in his 
preface, produces a very difficult fpecimen of the dialed of Rovergne, 
A. D. 1100, very near, both in time and place, to the council of 
Clermont (p. 15, 16.). 
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c< breads or ihoulders, as a pledge of your facred < 
“ and irrevocable engagement.” The propofal v 
was joyfully accepted ; great numbers both of the 
clergy and laity imp relied on their garments the 
jfign of the crofs '% and folicited the Pope to 
march at their head. This dangerous honour 
was declined by the more prudent fucceffor of 
Gregory, who alledged the fchifm of the church, 
and the duties of his paftoral office, recommend- 
ing to the faithful, who were difqualified by fex 
or profeffion, by age or infirmity, to aid, with 
their prayers and alms, the perfonal fervicc of 
their robufl brethren. The name and powers of 
his legate he devolved on Adhemar Bilhopof Puy, 
the firft who had received the crofs at his hands. 
The foremoft of the temporal chiefs was Ray- 
mond Count of Thouloufe, whofe ambaffadors in 
the council exeufed the ablence, and pledged the 
honour of their mailer. After the confeffion and 
abfolution of their fins, the champions of the crofs 
were difmifled with a luperfluous admonition to 
invite their countrymen and friends : and their 
departure for the Holy Land was fixed to the 
feftivalof the AlTumption, the fifteenth of Augull, 
of the enfuing year ‘ 9 . 

So 

,s Moft commonly on their fhoulders, in gold, or filk, or cloth, fewed 
on their garments. In the firft crufade, all were red ; in the third, the 
French alone preferved that colour, while green croffes were adopted by 
the Flemings, and while by the Engiifh (Ducange, tom. ii» p. 651.). 
Yet in England, the red ever appears the favourite, and, as it were, 
the national, colour of our military enfigns and uniforms. 

" } Bongarfius, who has publiihed the original writers of the crufades, 
adopts, with much complacency, the fanatic title of Guibertus, Gefta 
Dpi per Francos ; though fome critics propofe to read Gefta Diaboli per 

Francos 


H A P. 

Lyra. 
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chap. So familiar, and as it were fo natural to man* 
. is the pradlice of violence, that our indulgence 

Jufticeof allows the flighted; provocation, the moft dif- 
fades™" P uta ble right, as a fufficient ground of national 
koftility. But the name and nature of an holy 
war demands a more rigorous fcrutiny ; nor can 
we haftily believe, that the fervants of the Prince 
of Peace would uniheath the lwordof deftru6lion, 
unlefs the motive were pure, the quarrel legiti- 
mate, and the neceffity inevitable. The policy 
of an adtion may be determined from the tardy 
leflons of experience ; but, before we a£t, our 
confcience fliould be iatisfied of the juftice and 
propriety of our enterprife. In the age of the 
crufades, the Chriitians, both of the Eaft and 
Weft, were perfuaded of their lawfulnefs and 
merit ; their arguments are clouded by the per- 
petual abufe of Scripture and rhetoric ; but they 
feem to infill on the right of natural and religious 


Francos (Hanovise, 161 1, two vols. in folio). I fhall briefly enumerate, . 
as they ftand in this colle&ion, the authors whom I have ufed for the 
firft crufade. I. Gefla Francorum. II. Robertus Monachus. III. Bal- 
dricus. IV.Raimundus deAgiles. V.AlbertusAquenfes. VI.Fulcherius 
Carnotenfis. VII. Guibertus. VIII. Willielmus Tyrienfis. Muratori 
has given us, IX. Radulphus Cadomenfis de Geftis Tancredi (Script. 
Rer. Ital. tom. v. p. 285 — 333.)* and, X. Bernardus Thefaurius de Ac- 
quifitione. Terra: Sanftse (tom. vii. p. 664 — 848.). The laft of thefe 
was unknown to a late French hiftorian, who has given a large and 
critical lift of the writers of the crufades (Efprit des Croifades, tom. i. 
p. 13 — 1 41.), and moft of whofe judgments my own experience will 
allow me to ratify. It was late before I could obtain a fight of the 
French hiftorians collected by Duchefne. I. Petri Tudebodi Sacerdotis 
Sivracenlis Hiftoria de Hierofolymitano Itinere (tom. iv. p. 773 — 815.), 
has been transfufed into the firft anonymous writer of Bongarfius. II.The 
Metrical Hiftory of the firft Crufade, in vii books, (p. 890 — 912.), is 
of fmall value or account. 

defence* 
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defence, their peculiar title to the Holy Land, CHAP, 
and the impiety of their Pagan and Mahometan LVili. ^ 
foes 20 . I. The right of a juft defence may fairly 
include our civil and fpiritual allies : it depends 
on the exiftence of danger: and that danger mult 
be eftimated by the two-fold conlideration of the 
malice, and the power, of our enemies. A per- 
nicious tenet has been imputed to the Mahome- 
tans, the duty of extirpating all other religions by 
the fvvord. This charge of ignorance and bi- 
gotry is refuted by the Koran, by the hiftory of 
the Muflulman conquerors, and by their public 
and legal tolei'ation of the Chriftian worfhip. But 
it cannot be denied, that the Oriental churches 
are deprefted under their iron yoke ; that, in 
peace and war, they aflert a divine and indefea- 
fible claim of univerfal empire and that, in their 
orthodox creed, the unbelieving nations are con- 
tinually threatened with the lot’s of religion or 
liberty. In the eleventh century, the victorious 
arms of the Turks prelented a real and urgent 
apprehenlion of thole loft’es. They had fubdued, 
in lefs than thirty years, the kingdoms of Alia, as 
far as Jerulalem and the Hellelpont : and the 
Greek empire tottered on the verge of deltruc- 
tion. Befides an honeft fympathy for their bre- 
thren, the Latins had a right and intereft in the 
fupport of Conllantinople, the molt important 
barrier of the Weft ; and the privilege of defence 

io If the reader will turn to the firft fcenc of the firft part of Henry 
the Fourth, he will fee in the text of Shakefpeare the natural feelings 
of enthufiafm ; and in the notes of Dr. Johnfon, the workings of a 
bigotted though vigorous mind, greedy of every pretence to hate and 
persecute thofe who diflent from his creed. 


mull 
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chap, niuft reach to prevent, as well as to repel, art 
L VIIJ - impending affault. But this falutary purpoie 
might have been accomplifhed by a moderate 
fuccour; and our calmer reafon mutt dilclaim 
the innumerable holts and remote operations, 
which overwhelmed Alia and depopulated Eu- 
rope. II. Paleftine could add nothing to the 
flrcngth or fafety of the Latins; and fanaticilin 
alone could pretend to jultify the conquelt of 
that diltant and narrow province. The Chrif- 
tians affirmed that their inalienable title to the 
promifed land had been fealed by the blood of 
their divine Saviour: it was their right and duty 
to refcue their inheritance from the unjult pof- 
felfors, who profaned his fepulchre, and opprelled 
the pilgrimage of his difciples. Vainly would it 
be alleged that the pre-eminence of Jerufalem, 
and the fan6tity of Palefline, have been aboliffied 
with the Mofaiclaw; that the God of the Chrif- 
tians is not a local deity, and that the recovery 
of Betldem orCalvary, his cradle or his tomb, will 
not atone for the violation of the moral precepts 
of the Gofpel. Such arguments glance alide 
from the leaden fhield of fuperftition ; and the 
religious mind will not eafily relinquilli its hold 
on the facred ground of mv fiery and miracle. 
III. But the holy wars which have been waged 
in every climate of the globe, from Egypt to 
Livonia, and from Peru to Ilindoftan, require 
the fupport of fome more general and flexible 
tenet. It has been often fuppofed, and fomctimes 
affirmed, that a difference of religion is a worthy 
cauf’e of hoflilitv; that obflinate unbelievers mav 

be 
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be flaiu or fubclued by the champions of the crofs; ( 
and that grace is the foie fountain of dominion , 
as well as of mercy. Above four hundred years 
before the fir it cruUule, the eaitern and weitern 
provinces of the Roman empire had been ac- 
quired about the fame time, and in the fame 
manner, by the Barbarians of Germany and 
Arabia. Time and treaties had legitimated the 
conquefls of the Chrijlian Franks; but in the 
eyes of their fubje6ts and neighbours, the Maho- 
metan princes were (till tyrants and ufurpers, 
who, by the arms of war or rebellion, might be 
lawfully driven from their unlawful pofleflion 2 '. 

As the manners of the Chriftians were relaxed, 
their difeipline of penance” was enforced; and 
with the multiplication of iins, the remedies were 
multiplied. In the primitive church, a volun- 
tary and open confeflion prepared the work of 
atonement. In the middle ages, :he bifhops and 
priefts interrogated the criminal; compelled him 
to account for his thoughts, words, and actions; 
and prefcribed the terms of his reconciliation 
with God. But as this difcretionary power 
might alternately be abufed by indulgence and 
tyranny, a rule of difeipline was framed, to 
inform and regulate the fpiritual judges. This 

21 The vith Difcourfe of Fleurv on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, p. 2 2 $ — 
261 , contains an accurate and rational view of the caules and efietffcs 
of the crufades. 

22 The penance, indulgences, & c. of the middle ages are amply dif- 
cufled by Muratori (Antiquitat. Italice medii JlCvi, torn. v. differt. lxviii, 
p. 709 — 768.), and by M. Chai« (Lettres fur les Jubiles et les Indul- 
gences, tom. ii. lettres 21 & 22 * p. 478 — 556.), with this difference, 
that the abufes of luperftition are mildly, perhaps faintly, expofed by 
the learned Italian, and peevifhly magnified by the Dutch minifler. 

mod# 
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chap, mode of legiflation was invented by the Greeks: 

{ their pemtentials 33 were tranflated, or imitated, 

in the Latin church; and, in the time of Char- 
lemagne, the clergy of every diocefe were pro- 
vided with a code, which they prudently con- 
cealed from the knowledge of the vulgar. In 
this dangerous eltimate of crimes and punilh- 
ments, each cafe was fuppofed, each difference 
was remarked, by the experience or penetration 
of the monks; l’ome fins are enumerated which 
innocence could not have fufpedted, and others 
which reafon cannot believe; and the more ordi- 
nary offences of fornication and adultery, of per- 
jury and facrilege, of rapine and murder, were 
expiated by a penance, which, according to the 
various circumftances, was prolonged from forty 
days to feven years. During this term of mor- 
tification, the patient was healed, the criminal 
was abfolved, by a falutary regimen of faffs and 
prayers: the disorder of his diets was expreflive 
of grief and remorfe; and he humbly abftained ’ 
from all the bufinefs and pleafiire of focial life. 
But the rigid execution of thefe laws would have 
depopulated the palace, the camp, and the city: 
the Barbarians of the Weft believed and trem- 
bled; but nature often rebelled againft principle; 
and the magistrate laboured without effedl to en- 
force the jurifdi<5tion of the prieft. A literal 
accompliftnnent of penance was indeed impradli- 

23 Schmidt (Iiiftoire des Allemands, tom. ii. p. an 220. 45a 

462.) gives an abftradl of the Penitential of Rhegino in the ninth, and 
of Burchard in the tenth, century. In one year, five-and-thirty mur- 
ders were perpetrated at Worms. 


cable ; 
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table ; the guilt of adultery was multiplied by c H A P. 
‘daily repetition ; that of homicide might involve , LV * 1L 
the maffacre of a whole people $ each a6t was 
feparately numbered ; and, in thofe times of 
anarchy and vice, a modett tinner might eatily 
incur a debt of three hundred years. His infol- 
vency was relieved by a commutation, or indul- 
gence : a year of penance was appreciated at 
twent}'-fix Jblidi 24 of filver, about four pounds 
ttei'ling for the rich j at three folidi, or nine 
thillings, for the indigent : and thefe alms were 
foon appropriated to the ute of the church, which 
derived, from the redemption of fins, an inex- 
hauttible fource of opulence and dominion. A 
debt of three hundred years, or twelve hundred 
pounds, was enough to impoverith a plentiful 
fortune ; the fcarcity of gold and filver was fup- 
plied by the alienation of land ; and the princely 
donations of Pepin and Charlemagne areexprefsly 
given for the remedy of their foul. It is a maxim 
of the civil law, that whofoever cannot pay with 
his purfe, mutl pay with his body ; and the prac- 
tice of flagellation was adopted by the monks, a 
cheap, though painful, equivalent. By a fan- 
taftic arithmetic, a year of penance was taxed at 
three thoufand lathes 15 ; and fueh was the tkill 
and patience of a famous hermit, St. Dominic of 


24 Till the xiith century, we may fupport the clear account of xii 
denarii-, or pence, to the folidus , or fhilling ; and xx folidi to the* pound 
weight of filver, about the pound fterling. Our money is diminifhed 
to a third, and the French to a fiftieth, of this primitive ftandard. 

25 Each century of lathes was fan&ified with the recital of a pfalm , 
and the whole 
equivalent to f 

VOL. XI, 
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chap. the. Iron Cuirafs 16 , that in fix days he could 
> __ — ' _ f difcharge an entire century, by a whipping of 
three hundred thoufand ftripes. His example was 
followed by many penitents of both fexes ; and, 
as a vicarious facrifice was accepted, a fturdy 
difciplinarian might expiate on his own back the 
fins of his benefactors Thefe compenfations 
of the purfe and the perfon introduced, in 
the eleventh century, a more honourable mode 
of fatisfaclion. The merit of military fervice 
againft the Saracens of Africa and Spain, had 
been allowed by the predeceflors of Urban the 
Second. In the council of Clermont, that pope 
proclaimed a plenary indulgence to thofe who 
Ihould enlift under the banner of the crofs ; the 
abfolution of all their fins, and a full receipt for 
all that might be due of canonical penance 
The cold philofophy of modern times is incapable 
of feeling the impreflion that was made on a 
finful and fanatic world. At the voice of their 
paftor, the robber, the incendiary, the homicide, 
arole by thoufands to redeem their fouls, by re- 

The Life and Achievements of St, Dominic Loricatus was cora- 
pofed by his friend and admirer, Peter Damianus. See Fleury, Hift. 
Ecclef. tom. xiii. p. 96* — 104. Baronins, A. D, 1056, 7. who 

ebferves from Damianus, how fafliionable, even among ladies of 
quality (fublimis generis), this expiation (purgatorii genus) was grown. 

At a quarter, or even half a rial a lalh, Sancho Panza was a 
cheaper, and poflibly not a more diftionell, workman. I remember 
in Pere Labat (Voyages en Italie, tom. vii. p. 16 — 39.) a very lively 
pi&ure of the dexterity of one of thefe artifts. 

38 Quicunque pro fola devotione, non pro honoris vel pecuniae adep- 
tioue, ad liberandam ecclefiam Dei Jerufalem profeftus fuerit, iter 
illud pro omni peenitentia reputetur. Canon. Concil. Claromont. ii. 
p. 829. Guibert ftyles it novum falutis genus (p. 471.), and is almoJft 
phiiofophical on the fubje< 5 l. 
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pealing on the infidels the lame deeds which they CHAP, 
had exercifed acrainft their Chriftian brethren ; , LVIIL , 

£5 V — 1 i n *" ^ 

and the terms of atonement were eagerly em- 
braced by offenders of every rank and denomi- 
nation. None were pure; none were exempt, 
from the guilt and penalty of fin ; and thofe 
who were the leaft amenable to the juftice of 
God and the church, were the bell entitled to 
the temporal and eternal recompence of their 
pious courage. If they fell, the fpirit of the 
Latin clergy did not hefitate to adorn their tomb 
with the crown of martyrdom 29 ; and fliould 
they furvive, they could expefit without impa- 
tience the delay and increafe of their heavenly 
reward. They offered their blood to the Son of 
God, who had laid down his life for their lalva- 
tion : they took up the crofs, and entered with 
confidence into the way of the Lord. His pro- 
vidence would watch over their fatety ; perhaps 
his vifible and miraculous power would fmooth 
the difficulties of their holy enterprife. The 
cloud and pillar of Jehovah had marched before 
the Ifraelites into the promifed land. Might 
not the Chriftians more reafonably hope that the 
rivers would open for their paflage ; that the 
walls of the ftrongeft cities would fall at the 
found of their trumpets ; and that the fun would 
be arrefled in his mid-career, to allow them time 
for the deftruHion of the infidels? 


?0 Such at leaft was the belief of the crufaders, and fuch is the uni- 
form ftyle of the hiftorians (Efprit des Croifades, tom. iii. p. 477«)> bat 
the prayer for the repofe of their fouls, is inconflftent in orthodox: 
theology with the MCiGuts of martyrdom. 


C 2 
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CHAP. Of the chiefs and foldiers who marched to the 
. LVni ~ , holy fepulchre, I will dare to affirm, that all 
Temporal were prompted by the fpirit of enthufiafm ; the 
and camai belief of merit, the hope of reward, and the af- 

motives* ' * ' 

furance of divine aid. But I am equally per- 
fuaded, that in many it was not the foie, that in 
Jome it was not the leading, principle of action. 
The ufe and abufe of religion are feeble to Item, 
they are Itrong and irrefiftible to impel, the 
llream of national manners. Again ft the private 
wars of the Barbarians, their bloody tournaments, 
licentious loves, and judicial duels, the popes 
and fynods might ineffectually thunder. It is a 
more ealy talk to provoke the metaphyfical dif- 
putes of the Greeks, to drive into the cloifter 
the victims of anarchy or defpotifm, to fanCtify 
the patience of flaves and cowards, or to aftinne 
the merit of the humanity and benevolence of 
modern Chriftians. War and exercife were the 
reigning pallions of the Franks or Latins $ they 
were enjoined, as a penance, to gratify thofe 
paffions, to vifit diftant lands, and to draw 
their fwords againft the nations of the Eaft. 
Their victory, or even their attempt, would im- 
mortalize the names of the intrepid heroes of the 
crofs j and the pureft piety could not be infen- 
fible to the molt fplendid profpeCt of military 
glory. In the petty quarrels of Europe, they 
(hed the blood of their friends and countrymen, 
for the acquifition perhaps of a caftle or a village. 
They could march with alacrity againft the dif- 
tant and hoftile nations who wei’e devoted- to 
their arms: their fancy already grafped the golden 
i o fceptres 
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. fceptres of Alia; and the conqueft: of Apulia and CHAP 
Sicily by the Normans might exalt to royalty the . L ^ m * , 
hopes of the molt private adventurer. Chriften- 
dom, in her rudeft ftate, mull have yielded to the 
climate and cultivation of the Mahometan coun- 
tries ; and their natural and artificial wealth had 
been magnified by the tales of pilgrims, and the 
gifts of an imperfedt commerce. The vulgar, 
both the great and fmall, were taught to believe 
every wonder, of lands flowing with milk and 
honey, of mines and treafures, of gold and dia- 
monds, of palaces of marble and jalper, and of 
odoriferous groves of cinnamon and frankincenfe. 

In this earthly paradife, each warrior depended 
on his fword to carve a plenteous and honourable 
ellablilhment, which he meafured only by the 
extent of his willies ’°. Their valfals and loldiers 
trufted their fortunes to God and their mailer : 
the fpoils of a Turkilh emir might enrich the 
meaneft follower of the camp ; and the flavour of 
the wines, the beauty of the Grecian women 3r , 
were temptations more adapted to the nature, 
than to the profeflion, of the champions of the 
crofs. The love of freedom was a powerful in- 
citement to the multitudes who were opprefied 

30 The fame hopes were difplayed in the letters of the adventurers ad 
animandos qui in Francia reliderant. Hugh de Reitefte coukl boaft, 
that his fliare amounted to one abbey and ten cattles, of the yearly value 
of 1500 marks, and that he (hould acquire an hundred cattles by the 
conqueft of Aleppo (Guiberd, p. sS 4 t SSS<)> 

31 In his genuine or fictitious letter to the Count of Flanders, Alexius 
mingles with the danger of the church, and the relics of faints, the auri 
et argenti amor, and pulcherrimarum fceminarum voluptas (p. 476.) ; 
as if, fays the indignant Guibert, the Greek women were handfomer 
than thofe of France. 

c 3 
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ciiap. by feudal or ecclefiaftical tyranny. Under thii . 
. holy fign, the peafants and burghers, who were 

attached to the fervitudeof the glebe, might 
efcape from an haughty lord, and tranfplant 
themfelves and their families to a land of liberty. 
The monk might releafe himfelf from the dilci- 
pline of his convent : the debtor might fulpend 
the accumulation of ufury, and the purfuit of his 
creditors; and outlaws and malefadtors of every 
call might, continue to brave the laws and elude 
the punilhinent of their crimes 3 ’. 

Influence Thefe motives were potent and numerous : 
ample. when we have fingly computed their weight on 
the mind of each individual, we muft add the in- 
finite feries, the multiplying powers of example 
and' fafliion. The firft prolelytes became the 
warm ell and moll effectual miffianaries of the 
crofs; among their friends and countrymen they 
preached the duty, the merit, and the recom- 
pence, of their holy vow; and the moll reluc- 
tant hearers were inlenfibly drawn within the 
whirlpool of perfuafion and authority. The 
martial youths were fired by the reproach or fuf- 
picion of cow ardice ; the opportunity of viiiting 
with ah army the fepulchre of Chrill, was em- 
braced by the old and infirm, by women and 
children, who confulted rather their zeal than 
their ftrength ; and thofe who in the evening 
had derided the folly of their companions, were 
the moll eager, the enfuing day, to tread in their 

32 See the privileges of the Crucejtgnatiy freedom from debt, ufury* 
injury, fecular juftice, &c. The pope was their perpetual guardian 
(Ducange, tom.ii. p. 651, 


footileps. 
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footfteps. The ignorance, which magnified the c P * 
hopes, diminifhed the perils, of the enterprife. . ‘ 1 

Since the Turkilh conqueft, the paths of pilgri- 
mage were obliterated; the chiefs themfelves had 
an imperfect notion of the length of the way 
and the ltate of their enemies ; and fuch was the 
Itupidity of the people, that, at the fight of the 
firit city or caltle beyond the limits of their 
knowledge, they were ready to alk whether that 
was not the Jerufalem, the term and obje6t of 
their labours. Yet the more prudent of the 
crufaders, who were not fin e that they fhould 
be fed from heaven with a lliower of quails or 
manna, provided themfelves with thofe precious 
metals, which, in every country, are the repre- 
fentatives of every commodity. To defray, ac- 
cording to their rank, the expences of the road, 
princes alienated their provinces, nobles their 
lands and caltles, peafants their cattle and the 
inltruments of husbandry. The value of pro- 
perty was depreciated by the eager competition 
of multitudes ; while the price of arms and horfes 
was railed to an exorbitant height by the wants 
and impatience of the buyers 33 . Thofe who re- 
mained at home, with fenfe and money, were 
enriched by the epidemical difeafe: the fove- 
reigns acquired at a cheap rate the domains of 
their vaflals; and the ecclefialtical purchafers 

33 Guibert (p. 481.) paints in lively colours this general emotion. He 
was one of the few contemporaries who had genius enough to feel the 
aftonilhing fcenes that were palling before their eyes. Erat itaque videre 
miracuium caro omnes emere, atque vili vendere, flee. 
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completed the payment by the afluranceof their 
prayers. The crofs, which was commonly fewed 
on the garment, in cloth or lilk, was infcribed by 
fome zealots on their Ikin : an hot iron, or inde- 
lible liquor, was applied to perpetuate the mark} 
and a crafty monk, who {hewed the miraculous 
impreflion on his hrealt, was repaid with the 
popular veneration and the richeft benefices of 
Paleftine 34 . 

The fifteenth of Auguft had been fixed in the 
council of Clermont for the departure of the 
pilgrims', but the day was anticipated by the 
though tlefs and needy crowd of plebeians} and I 
{hall briefly difpatch the calamities which they 
jnfli6ted and fuflered, before I enter on the more 
ferious and fuecefsful enterprife of the chiefs. 
Early in the fpring, from the confines of France 
and Lorraine, above fixty thoufand of the popu- 
lace of both fexes flocked round the firft mift 
{ionary of the crufade, and prefled him with cla- 
morous importunity to lead them to the holy 
lepulchre. The hermit, afliuning the character, 
without the talents or authority, of a general, 
impelled or obeyed the forward impulfe of his 
votaries along the banks of the Rhine and Da- 
nube. Their wants and numbers foon compelled 
them to feparate, and his lieutenant, Walter 
the Pennylefs, a valiant though needy foldier, 
conducted a vanguard of pilgrims, whofe condi- 


34 Some inltances of thefe Jligmcita are given in theEfprit des Croi* 
Wes (tom.iii. p. 169, &c.) from authors whom I have not feen* 

tion 
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tion may be determined from the proportion of CHAP, 
eight horfemen to fifteen thoufand foot. The ex- , Lvm . 
ample and footfteps of Peter were clofely purfued 
by another fanatic, the monk Godefcal, whofe 
fermons had fwept away fifteen or twenty thou- 
fand peafants from the villages of Germany. 

Their rear was again prefled by an herd of two 
hundred thoufand, the moft ftupid and favage 
refufe of the people, who mingled with their 
devotion a brutal licence of rapine, proftitution, 
and drunkentiefs. Some counts and gentlemen, 
at the head of three thoufand horfe, attended 
the motions of the multitude to partake in the 
fpoil ; but their genuine leaders (may we credit 
fuch folly ?) were a goofe and a goat, who were * 
carried in the front, and to whom thefe worthy 
Chriftians afcribed an infufion of the divine 
fpirit is . Of thefe, and of other bands of en- 
thufiafts, the firil and moll eafy warfare was 
againll the Jews, the murderers of the Son of 
God. In the trading cities of the Mofelle and 
the Rhine their colonies were numerous and 
rich ; and they enjoyed, under the prote6tion of 
the Emperor and the bifhops, the free exercife 
of their religion i6 . At Verdun, Treves, Mentz, 

Spires, 


35 Fuit et aliud fcelus deteftabile in hac congregatione pedeftris populi 
ftulti et vefenae levitatis, anferem quendam divino fpiritu aflerebant 
alHatum, et cape! lam non minus eodem rfepletam, et has fibi duces fe- 
cundse vise fecerant, & c. (Albert, Aquenfis, 1, i, c. 31. p. 196 )• Had 
thefe peafants founded an empire, they might have introduced, as in 
Egypt, the worlhip of animals, which their philofophic defcendants 
would have glofled over with fome fpecious and fubtle allegory. 

36 Benjamin of Tudela defcribes the ftate of his Jewifh brethren from 
Cologne along the Rhine: they were rich, generous, learned, hofpitable, 

and 
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Spires, Worms, many thoufands of that unhappy 
people were pillaged and maflacred 37 : nor had 
they felt a more bloody ftroke fince the perfecu- 
tion of Hadrian. A remnant was faved by the 
firranefs of their bifhops, who accepted a feigned 
and tranfient converfion ; but the more obftinate 
Jews oppofed their fanaticifm to the fanaticifm 
of the Chriflians, barricadoed their lioufes, and 
precipitating themfelves, their families, and their 
wealth, into the rivers or the flames, difappointed 
the malice, or at leaft the avarice, of their im- 
placable foes. 

Between the frontiers of Auftria and the feat 
of the Byzantine monarchy, the crufaders were 
compelled to traverfe an interval of fix hundred 
miles ; the wild and defolate countries of Hun- 
gary 38 and Bulgaria. The foil is fruitful, and 
interfered with rivers ; but it was then covered 
with morafles and fbrefts, which fpread to a 
boundlefs extent, whenever man has ceafed to 
exercife his dominion over the earth. Both na- 
tions had imbibed the rudiments of Chriftianity ; 
the Hungarians were ruled by their native 


and lived in the eager hope of the Mefliah (Voyage, tom.i. p. 243-— 345. 
par Baratier). In feventy years (he wrote about A. D. 1170) they had 
recovered from thefe mafiacres. 

Thefe mafTacres and depredations on the Jews, which were re- 
newed at each crufade, are coolly related. It is true, that St. Bernard 
(epift. 363. tom. i. p. 3219.) adnloniflies the Oriental Franks, non funt 
perfequendi Judsei, non funt tracidandi. The contrary dodlrine had 
been preached by a rival monk. 

38 See the contemporary defcription of Hungary in Otho of Frifingen, 
l.ii. c. 31. in Muratori) Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. vi. p. 665, 666. 

princes ; 
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.princes ; the Bulgarians by a lieutenant of the CHAP. 
Greek emperor; but on the flighted provocation, LVm - . 
their ferocious nature was rekindled, and ample 
provocation was afforded by the diforders of the 
firlt pilgrims. Agriculture muff have been un- 
ikilful and languid among a people, whofe cities 
were built of reeds and timber, which were de- 
ferted in the fummer feafon for the tents of hun- 
ters and fliepherds. A fcanty fupply of provifions 
was rudely demanded, forcibly feized, and gree- 
dily confumed ; and on the firft quarrel, the cru- 
faders gave a loofe to indignation and revenge. 

But their ignorance of the country, of war, and 
of difcipline, expofed them to every fnare. The 
Greek prsefe6l of Bulgaria commanded a regular 
force ; at the trumpet of the Hungarian king, 
the eighth or the tenth of his martial fubjects 
bent their bows and mounted on horfeback ; 
their policy was infidious, and their retaliation 
on thefe pious robbers was unrelenting and 
bloody 3 9 . About a third of the naked f ugitives, 
and the hermit Peter was of the number, efcaped 
to the Thracian mountains ; and the Emperor, 
who refpe&ed the pilgrimage and fuccour of 
the Latins, conducted them by fecure and eaiy 
journies to Conftantinople, and advifed them to 
await the arrival of their brethren. For a while 

39 The old Hungarians, without excepting Turotzius, are ill informed 
of the firft crufade, which they involve in a fingle paflage. Katona, 
like ourlelves, can only quote the writers of France ; but he comparer 
with local fcience the ancient and modern geography. Ante portam 
Cyperon, is Sopron or Pofon ; Malle*viUa, Zemlin ; Fluulus Maroe , 

Savus ; Lint ax, Leith ; Mefibroch, or Marfcburg, Ouar> of Mofon ; 

Totlenburg , Pragg (de Regibus Hungariae, tom.iii. p. 19 — 53.). 

they 
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chap, they remembered their faults and Ioffes j but no 
Lvm. ^ fooner were they revived by the hofpitable en- 
tertainment, than their venom was again in- 
flamed ; they flung their benefa6tor, and neither 
gardens, nor palaces, nor churches, were fafe 
from their depredations. For his own fafety, 
Alexius allured them to pafs over to the Aliatic 
fide of the Bofphorus; but their blind impetuofity 
foon urged them to defert the flation which he 
had affigned, and to rufh headlong againfl the 
Turks, who occupied the road of Jerufalem. 
The hermit, confcious of his fhame, had with- 
drawn from the camp to Conftantinople ; and 
his lieutenant, Walter the Pennylefs, who was 
worthy of a better command, attempted without 
fuccefs to introduce fome order and prudence 
among the herd of favages. They feparated 
in quell of prey, and themfelves fell an eafy 
prey to the arts of the Sultan. By a rumour 
that their foremofl companions were rioting in 
the fpoils of his capital, Soliman tempted the 
main body to defcend into the plain of Nice j 
they were overwhelmed by the Turkilh arrows ; 
and a pyramid of bones 40 informed their com- 
panions of the place of their defeat. Of the firfl 
crulades, three hundred thoufand had already 
perifhed, before a fingle city was refcued from 
the infidels, before their graver and more noble 
brethren had completed the preparations of their 
enterprife 4I . 

40 Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1, x. p. 187.) defcribes this oruv xoXcwyo* 
as a mountain xai fiocQo; xca ttXcctqs af*oXoywraToy. In the 

fiege of Nice, fuch were ufed by the Franks themfelves as the matt* 
rials of a wall. 



4* To fave time and fpice, \ flinll represent, in a fnort table, the particular references to the great events of the firfl crufade. 
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chap. None of the great fovereigns of Europe em- 
, barked their perfons in the firft crufade. The 

The chiefs Emperor Henry the Fourth was not difpofed to 
"rufaT. fnlt obe )' the fummons of the pope: Philip the Firft ot 
France was occupied by ills pleafures ; William 
Rufiis of England by a recent conqueft; the 
Kings of Spain were, engaged in a dotneftic war 
againft the Moors ; and the northern monarch's 
of Scotland, Denmark 42 , Sweden, and Poland, 
were yet ftrangers to the paflions and interefts of 
the South. The religious ardour was more 
ftrongly felt by the princes of the fecond order, 
who held an important place in the feudal fyftem. 
Their fituation will naturally call under four dil- 
tinefc heads the review' of their names and eha- 
ra6ters ; but I may efeape fome needlefs repe- 
tition, by obferving at once, that courage and the 
exercife of arms are the common attribute of 
i. Godfrey thefe Chriftian adventurers. I. The firft rank 
Ton° U ~ b °f b hi war and council is juftly due to Godfrey 
of Bouillon ; and happy would it have been for 
the crufaders, if they had trailed themfelves to 
the foie conduct of that accomplilhed hero, a 
worthy reprefentative of Charlemagne, from 
whom he w r as delcended in the female line. His 
father was of the noble race of the counts of Bou- 
logne: Brabant, the lower province of Lorraine 43 , 

4? The author of the Eiprit des Croifades has doubted, and might 
have disbelieved, the crufade and tragic death of Prince Sueno, with 
1500 or 15000 Danes, who was cut off by Sultan Soliman in Cappa- 
< docia, but who {till lives in the poem of Taflo (tom. iv. p. 111 115.}. 

The fragments of the kingdoms of Lotharingia, or Lorraine, were 
broken into the two duchies, of the Mofelle, and of the Meufc ; the 
firft has preferred its name, which in the latter has been changed into 
•that of Brabant (Valef. Notit. Gall. p. <sw8.)» 

J 3 
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was the inheritance of his mother ; and by the c H A p. 
Emperor’s bounty, he was himfelf invelled with , ^ 

that ducal title, which has been improperly 
transferred to his lordlhip of Bouillon in the Ar- 
dennes 44 . In the fervice of Henry the Fourth, 
he bore the great ltandard of the empire, and 
pierced with his lance the breaft ofRodolph, the 
rebel king : Godfrey was the firlt who afcended 
the walls of Rome ; and his ficknefs, his vow, 
perhaps his remorfe for bearing arms againft the 
pope, confirmed an early refolution of vifiting the 
holy fepulchre, not as a pilgrim, but a deliverer. 

His valour was matured by prudence and mode- 
ration ; his piety, though blind, was fincere; and, 
iu the tumult of a camp, he praetifed the real 
and fictitious virtues of a convent. Superior to 
the private factions of the chiefs, he refervedhis 
enmity for the enemies of Clirift ; and though he 
gained a kingdom by the attempt, his pure and 
difinterefted zeal was acknowledged by his rivals. 

Godfrey of Bouillon ’ 5 was accompanied by his 
two brothers, by Euftace the elder, who had 
fucceeded to the county of Boulogne, and by the 
younger, Baldwin, a character of more ambi- 
guous virtue. The Duke of Lorraine was alike 
celebrated on either fide of the Rhine : from 
his birth and education, he was equally conver- 


44 See, in the defcription of France, by the Abbe de Longue rue, the 
articles of Boulogne, part i. p. 54* Brabant, part ii. p. 47, 48. Bouil- 
lon-, p. 134. On his departure, Godfrey fold or pawned bouillon to the 
church for 1300 marks. 

45 See the family chara<Sler of Godfrey, in William of Tyre, 1 . ix. 
c. 5—8. ; his previous defign in Cuibert (p. 845.), his ficknefs and 
vow, in Bernard. Thefaur. (c. 78.). 

faut 
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II. Hugh 
of Ver- 
mandois, 
Robert of 
Norman- 
dy, Ro- 
bert of 
Flanders, 
Stephen 
of Char- 
tres, &c. 


fant with the French and Teutonic languages i 
the barons of France, Germany, and Lorraine, 
alTembled their vafials ; and the confederate force 
that marched under his banner was compofed of 
fourfcore thoufand foot and about ten thoufand 
horfe. II. In the parliament that was held at 
Paris, in the King’s prefence, about two months 
after the council of Clermont, Hugh Count of 
Vermandois was the moft confpicuous of the 
princes who aflumed the crofs. But the appel- 
lation of the Great was applied, not fo much to 
his merit or pofleflions (though neither were 
contemptible), as to the royal birth of the bro- 
ther of the King of France 46 . Robert Duke of 
Normandy was the eldeft fon of William the 
Conqueror; but on his father’s death he was de- 
prived of the kingdom of England, by his own 
indolence and the a6livity of his brother Rufus. 
The worth of Robert was degraded by an excef- 
five levity and eafinefs of temper : his cheerful- 
nefs feduced him to the indulgence of pleafure ; 
his profufe liberality impoverifhed the prince and 
people ; his indifcriminate clemency multiplied 
the number of offenders ; and the amiable qua- 
lities of a private man became the eflential de- 
fers of a fovereign. For the trifling fum of ten 
thoufand marks, he mortgaged Normandy during 
his abfence to the Englifh u^ii'per 4 ’ ; but his 

engage- 

46 Anna Comnena fuppofes, that Hugh was proud of his nobility, 
riches, and power (1. x. p. z88.) : the two lafi articles appear more 
equivocal ; but an svytmoc which feven hundred years ago was famous 
in the palace of Conftantinople, attefts the ancient dignity of the Ca- 
petian family of France. 

47 Will. Gemeticenfis, 1 . vii. c. 7. p. 67a* 673. in Camden. Norman 
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engagement and behaviour in the holy war, an- c H A p. 
nounced in Robert a reformation of manners, 
and reftored him in fome degree to the public 
efteem. Another Robert was Count of Flanders, 
a royal province, which, in this century, gave 
three queens to the thrones of France, England, 
and Denmark : he was lumamed the Sword and 
Lance of the Chriftians; but in the exploits of a 
ioldier, he fometimes forgot the duties of a ge- 
neral. Stephen, Count of Chartres, of Blois, and 
of Troyes, was one of the richelt princes of the 
age; and the number of his caflles has been 
compared to the three hundred and fixty-five 
days of the year. His mind was improved by 
literature ; and, in the council of the chiefs, the 
eloquent Stephen 48 was chofen to difeharge the 
office of their prefident. Thefe four were the 
principal leaders of the French, the Normans, and 
the pilgrims of the Britilh illes: but the lift of 
the barons who were pofleffed of three or four 
towns, would exceed, lays a contemporary, the 
catalogue of the Trojan war 49 . III. In thefouth ill. Ray, 
of France, the command was aflumed by Adhe- mond 
mar, Bilhop of Puy, the Pope’s legate, and by ThoIoure * 


ntcis. lie pawned the duchy for one hundretli part of the prefent 
yearly revenue. Ten thouiand marks may be equal to five hundred 
thouiand livres, and Normandy annually yields fifty-feven millions to 
the king (Necker, Adminiftration des Finances, torn. i. p. 287.). 

Iiis original letter to his wife is inferted in the Spicilegium of 
Dom. Luc. (FAcheri, tom. iv., and quoted in the Elprit dcs Croilades, 
tom. i. p. 63. 

' Unius enim, dumn, trium feu quatuor oppidorum dominos quis nu* 
meret ? quorum tanta fuit copia, ut non vix totidern Trojana ohfidio 
coegifle putetur (Ever the lively and interefb’ng Guibert, p. 4S6.). 

vol. xi. n Raymond, 



the decline and fall 


c h A p. Raymond, Count of St. Giles and Tholoufe, 
, who added the prouder titles of Duke of Nar- 

bonne and Marquis of Provence. The former 
was a refpe&able prelate, alike qualified for this 
world and the next. The latter was a veteran 
warrior, who had fought againft the Saracens of 
Spain, and who confecrated his declining age, 
not only to the deliverance, but to the perpetual 
fervice, of the holy fepulchre. His experience 
and riches gave him a flrong afcendant in the 
Chriftian camp, whofe diftrefs he was often able, 
and lometimes willing, to relieve. But it was 
eaiier for him to extort the praife of the Infidels, 
than to preferve the love of his fubje6ts and 
affociates. His eminent qualities were clouded 
by a temper, haughty, envious, and obflinate ; 
and though he refigned an ample patrimony, 
for the caufe of God, his piety, in the public 
opinion, was not exempt from avarice and am- 
bition so . A mercantile, rather than a martial 
fpirit, prevailed among his provincials’ 1 y a com- 
mon name, which included the natives of Au- 
vergne and Languedoc s % the vafials of the king- 
dom of Burgundy or Arles. From the adjacent 

frontier 

s It is Angular enough, that Raymond of St. Giles, a fecond charatft er 
in the genuine hiftorv of the crnfades, fhould fhine as the flrfl of heroes 
in the writings of the Greeks (Anna Comnen. Alexiad, 1 . x. xi.) and 
the Arabians (Longueruana, p. 129.}. 

5 ‘ Omnes de Burgundia, et Alvernia, et Vafconia et Gothi (of Lan- 
guedoc)* provinciales appellabantur, caeteri vero Francigcnae et hoc in 
cxercitu; inter hoftes autem Franci dicebantur. Raymond des Agiles* 
p. 144. 

The town of his birth, or firft appanage, was confecrated to St. JEgi- 
dius, whofe name, as early as the firft crufade, was corrupted by the 
French into St. Giiles, or St. Giles. It is fituate in the Lower Lan- 
guedoc* 
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frontier of Spain, lie drew a band of hardy ad- c H A P. 
' venturers; as lie marched through Lombardy, a , 

croud of Italians flocked to his llandard, and his 
united force confided of one hundred thoufand 
horfe and foot. If Raymond was the firft to 
enlifl and the laft to depart, the delay may he 
cxcufed by the greatnefs of his preparation and 
the promifc of an everlafling farewell. IV. The 
name of Bohemond, the fon of Robert Guifcard, if. Boiie- 
was already famous by his double victory over xa'^'-ea!' 1 
the Greek emperor : hut his father’s will had 
reduced him to the principality of Tarentum, 
and the remembrance of his Eaftern trophies, till 
he was awakened by the rumour and paflage of 
the French pilgrims. It is in the perfon of this 
Norman chief that we may feek for the coolelt 
policy and ambition, with a fmall allay of religious 
fanaticifm. His conduct may juftify a belief that 
he had lecretly directed the defign of the Pope, 
which he affected to fecond with afionifhmentand 
zeal: at the fiege ofAmalphi, his example and 
difeourfe inflamed the paffions of a confederate 
army ; he inltantly tore his garment to fupply 
erodes for the numerouscandidates,and prepared 
to vifit Con flan tinople and Afia at the head of 
ten thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot. 

Several princes of the Norman race accompanied 
this veteran general ; and his coufin Tancred 5i 

was 

guedoc, between Nifmes and the Rhone, and ilill boafts a collegiate 
church of the foundation of Raymond (Melanges tires d’une grande 
Bibliotheque, tom. xxxvii. p. 51.). 

The mother of Tancred was Emma, filler of the great Robert 
Guiicard ; his father, the Marquis Odo the Good. It is lingular 

i> % enough, 
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c h A p. was the partner rather than the fervant, of the 

,Lvm. war> j n the accomplifhed charafiter of Tancred, 
we difcover all the virtues of a perfe6t knight 54 , 
the true fpirit of chivalry, which infpired the 
generous fentiments and focial offices of man, far 
better than the bafe philofophy, or the baler reli- 
gion, of the times. 

Chivalry. Between the age of Charlemagne and that of 
the crufades, a revolution had taken place among 
the Spaniards, the Normans, and the French, 
which was gradually extended to the reft of Eu- 
rope. The fervice of the infantry was degraded 
to the plebeians; the cavalry formed the ftrength 
of the armies, and the honourable name of miles, 
or foldier, was confined to the gentlemen who 
ferved on horleback, and were invefted with the 

character 


enough, that the family and country of fo illuflrious a perfon fhould 
he unknow n ; hut Muratori reafonably conj enures that he was an 
Italian, and perhaps of the race of the Marquifles of Montferrat in 
Piedmont (Script, tom. v. p. 281, 283.). 

54 To gratify the childifh vanity of the houfe of Efte, TaiTo has in- 

ferfedin liis poem, and in the firft crufade, a fabulous hero, the brave 
and amorous Rinaldo (x. 75. xvii. 66 — 94-)- might borrow his 

name from a Rinaldo, with the Aquila bianca Eftenfe, who vanquifhed, 
as tlie ftandard bearer.cf the Roman church, the Emperor Frederic I. 
(Storia Impcriale di Ricobaldc, in Muratori Script. Ital. tom. ix. p. 360. 
Ariofto, Orlando Furioio, iii. 30.). But, r.Tlie diftance of fixty years 
between the youth of the two Rinaldos, deftroys their identity. 2. The 
Stcria Imperiale is a forgery of the Conte Boyardo,at the end of the xvth 
century (Muratori, p. 281 — 289.). 3. This Rinaldo, and his exploits, 
are not lefs chimerical than the hero of TafTo (Muratori, Antichita 
Eftcnfe, tom. i. p. 350.). 

55 Of the words gen lil/s , gcntilbomme 9 gentleman, two etymologies 
are produced : 1. From the Barbarians of the fifth century, the fob 
diers, and at length the conquerors of the Roman empire, who were 
Vain of their foreign nobility: and, 3. From the fenfe of the civi* 
lians, whq coniider gentiiij as fynonymous with hgamus. Selden 

inclines 
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.character of knighthood. The dukes and counts, chap. 
who had ufurped the rights of l'overeignty, di- LVra * 
vided the provinces among their faithful barons: 
the barons diftributed among their vaflals the fiefs 
or benefices of their jurifdi<$tion; and thele mili- 
tary tenants, the peers of each other and of their 
lord, compofed the noble or equeftrian order, 
which difdained to conceive the peafant or 
burgher as of the fame fpecies with themfelves. 

The dignity of their birth was preferved by pui'Q 
and equal alliances; their fons alone, who could 
produce four quarters or lines of anceftry, with- 
out fpot or reproach, might legally pretend to 
the honour of knighthood; but a valiant plebeian 
was fometimes enriched and ennobled by the 
fword, and became the father of a new race. 

A fingle knight could impart, according to his 
judgment, the character which he received; and 
the warlike lovereigns of Europe derived more 
glory from this perfonal diftin6tion, than from 
the luflre of their diadem. This ceremony, of 
which lome traces may be found in Tacitus and 
the woods of Germany 56 , was in its origin fimple 
and profane; the candidate, after fome previous 
trial, was invefled with the fword and fpurs; 
and his cheek or flioulder was touched with a 
flight blow ? as an emblem of the laft affront, 
which it was lawful for him to endure. But 
fuperflition mingled in every public and private 

inclines to the firft, but the latter is more pure, as well as prp»? 
bable. 

Framea fcutoque juyenem ornant. Tacitus, Germania* c. 13, 

» 3 a&ioji 
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c n A p. action of life: in the holy wars, it fan&ified the 
LVIII* ( 7 ' * 

profeflion of arms; and the order of chivalry was 

aflimilated in its rights and privileges to thclacred 
orders of prieflhood. The bath and white gar- 
ment of the novice were an indecent copy of 
the regeneration ofbaptifm: his fword, which he 
offered on the altar, was bleffed by the nrinifters 
of religion: his folemn reception was preceded 
by falls and vigils ; and he was created a knight 
in the name of God, of St. George, and of St. 
Michael the archangel. He l'wore to accomplilh 
the duties of his profeflion ; and education, ex- 
ample, and the public opinion, were the invio- 
lable guardians of his oath. As the champion of 
God and the ladies (I blufh to unite Inch difeor- 
dant names)', he devoted himlclf to fpeak the 
truth; to maintain the right; to protect the dil- 
trelled ; to pi aetife courtc/ij , a virtue lefs familiar 
to the ancients ; to purfue the infidels; to delpife 
the allurements of cafe and fafety ; and to vindi- 
cate in every perilous adventure the honour of 
his charafiler. The abufe of the fame fpirit pro- 
voked the illiterate knight to difdain the arts of 
induftry and peace ; to efteem liimfelf the foie 
judge and avenger of his own injuries ; and 
proudly to ncgle6t the laws of civil fociety and 
military difeipline. Yet the benefits of this inlti- 
tution, to refine the temper of Barbarians, and 
to infufe lome principles of faith, juflice, and 
humanity, were ftrongly felt, and have been often 
oblerved. The alperity of national prejudice was 
foflened ; and the community of religion and 


arms 
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. arms tpread a timilar colour and generous emu- C h a p. 
lation over the face of Chriitendom. Abroad, . 
in enterprife and pilgrimage, at liome in martial 
exercile, the warriors of every country were per- 
petually atlociated ; and impartial tafte mult pre- 
fer a Gothic tournament, to the Olympic games 
of claflic antiquity s7 . Inftead of the naked 
fpe6tacles which corrupted the manners of the 
Greeks, and banilhed from the Radium the vir- 
gins and matrons ; the pompous decoration of 
the lilts was crowned with the prefence of chafte 
and high-born beauty, from whole hands the 
conqueror received the prize of his dexterity and 
courage. The thill and ftrength that were ex- 
erted in wreRlingand boxing, bear a diltant and 
doubtful relation to the merit of a foldier ; but 
the tournaments, as they were invented in France, 
and eagerly adopted both in the Ealt and Weft, 
prefented a lively image of the bulinefs of the 
field. The tingle combats, the general tkirmith, 
the defence of a pats, or cattle, were rehearfed 
as in actual lervice ; and the conteft, both in 
real and mimic war, was decided by the fuperior 
management of the hoi fe and lance. The lance 
wasthe proper and peculiar weapon of the knight: 
his horfe was of a large and heavy breed ; but 
this charger, till he was roufed by the approach- 


57 The athletic exercifes, particularly the cceftus and pancratium, were 
condemned by Lycurgus. Philopoemen, and Galen, a lawgiver, a ge- 
neral, and a phylician. Againft their authority and reaions, the reader 
may weigh the apology of Lucian, in the character of Solon. See Well 
on the Olympic Games, in his Pindar, vol. ii. p, 86 — 96. 245 — 248. 
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CHAP, ing danger, was ufually led by an attendant, and _ 
lviii. } ie q U i e tly rode a pad or palfrey of a more ealy 
pace. Hie helmet and fword, his greaves and 
buckler, it would be fuperfluous to defcribe ; but 
I may remark, that at the period of the crufades, 
the armour was lefs ponderous than in later 
times ; and that in /lead of a mafly cuirals, his 
brealt was defended by an hauberk or coat of 
mail. When their long lances were fixed in the 
reft, the warriors furioufly fpurred their horles 
againft the foe ; and the light cavalry of the 
Turks and Arabs could feldom ftand againft the 
direct and impetuous weight of their charge. 
Each knight was attended to the field by his 
faithful fquire, a youth of equal birth and limi- 
lar hopes ; he was followed by his archers and 
men at arms, and four, or five, or fix l’oldiers, 
were computed as the furniture of a complete 
lance . In the expeditions to the neighbouring 
kingdoms or the Holy Land, the duties of the 
feudal tenure no longer fubfifted ; the voluntary 
lervice of the knights and their followers was 
either prompted by zeal or attachment, or pur- 
chafed with rewards and promiles ; and the num- 
bers of each Iquadron were meafured by the 
power, the wealth, and the fame, of each inde- 
pendent chieftain. They were diftinguilhed by 
his banner, his armorial coat, and his cry of 
war; and the moft ancient families of Europe 
muft feek in tlicfe atchievements the origin and 
proof of their nobility. In this rapid portrait of 
chivalry, I have been urged to anticipate on the 

ftory 
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ltory of the crulades, at once an effect, and a C H A P. 
caule, of this memorable inftitution 5 '. . p 

Such were the troops, and luch the leaders, 
who afiumed the crofs for the deliverance of the 
holy fepulchre. As foon as they were relieved 
by the abfence of the plebeian multitude, they 
encouraged each other, by interviews and mel- 
lages, to accomplilh their vow, and haften their 
departure. Their wives and lifters were delirous 
of partaking- the danger and merit of the pilgri- 
mage; their portable treafures were conveyed in 
bars of lilver and gold; and the princes and ba- 
rons were attended by their equipage of hounds 
and hawks to amufe their leifure and to fupply 
their table. The difficulty of procuring lubfift- 
ence for lb many myriads of men and holies, 
engaged them to feparate their forces; their 
choice or lituation determined the road; and 
it was agreed to meet in the neighbourhood of 
Conftantinople, and from thence to begin their 
operations againlt the Turks. From the banks of 
the Meufeand the Mofelle, Godfrey of Bouillon 
followed the direct way of Germany, Hungary, 
and Bulgaria ; and, as long as he excrcifed the 
foie command, every ltep afforded fome proof of 
his prudence and virtue. On the coniines of 
Hungary he was Hopped three weeks by a Chrif- 


5 * On the curious fubje&s of knighdtoodjJknightsTervice, nobility, 
arms, cry of war, banners, and tournaments, an ample fund of infor- 
mation may be fought in Selden (Opera, tom. iii. part i. Titles of Ho- 
nour, part ii. c. 1. 3. 5. 8.), Ducange (GiolT. Latin, tom. iv. p. 398 — 
412, &c.), Difiertations fur Joinville (i. vi. — xii. p. 127 — 142. p. 165 — 
222 .)> anc ^ M. de St. Pal aye (Memoirs fur la Chevalerie). 

tian 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


42 

chap, tian people, to whom the name, or at lealt the 

. LV1II ‘ , abuie, ofthecrols was juftiy odious. The Hun- 
garians ftill fmarted with the wounds which they 
had received from the firft pilgrims: in their turn 
they had abided the right of defence and retalia- 
tion ; and they had reafon to apprehend a fevere 
revenge from an hero of the fame nation, and 
who was engaged in the fame caufe. But, after 
weighing the motives and the events, the vir- 
tuous duke was content to pity the crimes and 
misfortunes of his worthlefs brethren ; and his 
twelve deputies, the meffengers of peace, re- 
quefted in his name a free paflage and an equal 
market. To remove their fufpicions, Godfrey 
fruited himfelf, and afterwards his brother, to 
the faith of Carloman King of Hungary, who 
treated them with a iimple but hofpitable enter- 
tainment; the treaty was liuxSlified by their com- 
mon golpel ; and a proclamation, under pain of 
death, reft rained the animolitv and licence of the 
Latin foldiers. From Auftria to Belgrade, they 
travelled the plains of Hungary, without endur- 
ing or offering an injury; and the proximity of 
Carloman, who hovered on their flanks with his 
numerous cavalry, was a precaution not lets ufe- 
ful for their fafety than for his own. They 
reached the banks of the Save ; and no fooner 
had they paflfed the river than the King of Hun- 
gary reflored the holtages, and fainted their de- 
parture with the faireft wifhes for the fuccefs 
of their enterprife. With the fame condu<5l 
and difcipline, Godfrey pervaded the woods of 
Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace ; and might 

con- 
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congratulate himfelf, that he had alrnoft reached CHAP, 
the fil'd term of his pilgrimage, without drawing LVIIL , 
his (word againft a Chridian adverlary, After an 
eafy and plealant journey through Lombardy, 
from Turin to Aquileia, Raymond and his pro- 
vincials marched forty days through the lavage 
country of Dalmatia 5 ' ancl Scluvonia. The wea- 
ther was a perpetual fog ; the land was moun- 
tainous and delolate ; the natives were either 
fugitive or hodile ; loofe in their religion and 
government, they refilled to furnifh providons or 
guides; murdered the dragglers ; and exercifed 
by night and day the vigilance of the count, who 
derived more fecurity from the punifhment of 
fomc captive robbers than from his interview and 
treaty with the Prince of Scodra‘°. His march 
between Durazzo and Condantinople was ha- 
raffed, without being flopped by the peafants and 
loldiers of the Greek emperor ; and the lame 
faint and ambiguous hodility was prepared for 
the remaining chiefs, who palled the Adriatic 
from the coaft of Italy. Bohcmond had arms and 
veffels, and forefight and difcipline ; and his 
name was not forgotten in the provinces of 


5> The familise Dalmaticoe of Ducange are meagre and imperfcdl ; 
the national hiftorians are recent and fabulous, the Greeks remote and 
carelefs. In the year iio4> Coloman reduced the maritime country 
as far as Trau and Salona (Katona, Hift. Crit. tom. iii. p. 19?— 

60 Scodras appears in Livy as the capital and fortreis of Gentius King 
of the Illyrians, arx munitifiima, afterwards a Roman colony (Cellarius, 
tom. i. p. 393, 394.). It is now called Ifcodar, or Scutari (D’Anville, 
Geographie Ancienne, tom* i. p. 164.). The ianjiak (now a palha) of 
Scutari, or Schendeire, was the viiith under the Beglerbeg of Romania, 
and furnilhed 600 foldiers on a revenue of 78,787 rix-dollars (Marligli, 
Stato Militare del Impero Ottomano, p. 12 8>)» 


Epirus 
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c h A P. Epirus and Thcfliily. Whatever obftacles he 

r VIII J 

v , encountered were furmoiinted by his military 
conduct and the valour of Tancred ; and if the 
Norman prince affected to fpare the Greeks, he 
gorged his foldiers with the full plunder of an 
heretical cattle The nobles of France prefled 
forwards with, the vain and thoughtlefs ardour of 
which their nation has been fometimes accufed. 
From the Alps to Apulia the march of Hugh 
the Great, of the two Roberts, and of Stephen 
of Chartres, through a wealthy country, and 
amidft the applauding Catholics, was a devout 
or triumphant progrefs: they killed the feet of 
the Roman pontiff*; and the golden ftandard of 
St. Peter was delivered to the brother of the 
French monarch 61 . But in this vilit of piety 
and pleafure, they neglected to fecure the feafon, 
and the means, of their embarkation: the winter 
was infenfibly loft ; their troops were fcattered 
and corrupted in the towns of Italy. They fepa- 
rately accomplilhed their palfage, regardlefs of 
lafety or dignity: and within nine months from 
the feaft of the Afl’umption, the day appointed by 
Urban, all the Latin princes had reached Conftan- 


fi In Pelagonia caftrum haireticiim fpoliatum cum fuis habitat 

toribus igne combuflere. Nec id eis injuria contigit : quia illorurr* 
deteftabilis fermo et cancer ferpebat, jamque circumjacentcs regiones 
fuo pravo dpgmate fcedaverat (Robert. Moil. p. 36, 37.). After cooly 
relating the fa<St, the Archbifhop Baldric adds, as a praife, Omues 
fiquidem illi viatores, Judeos, hgereticos, Saracenos sequaliter habent 
exofos ; quo omnes appellant inimicos Dei (p.92.). * 

62 AvctXccfiofX'l’OS 0C7T0 P^UXE 7XV 7 hi A JiU UiTTfhi anfACCiOiV 

(Alexiad, 1.x. p. 7,88.). 

i tinoplg. 
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tinople. But the Count of Vermandois was pro- CHAP. 

1 A y VITT 

duced as a captive ; his foremoil veffels were feat- . ^ . 

tered by a tempefl ; and his perion, againft the 
law of nations, was detained by the lieutenants of 
Alexius. Yet the arrival of Hugh had been 
announced by four-and-twenty knights in golden 
armour, who commanded the Emperor to revere 
the general of the Latin Chriftians, the brother 
of the King of kings 63 . 

In fome Oriental tale I have read the fable of a Policy of 
(hepherd, who was ruined by the aecompliiliment for Alexius 
of his own wifhes : he had prayed for water; the Comnenus, 
Ganges was turned into his grounds, and his I0 ^ 6 '^j e 
flock and cottage were fwept away by the inun- cember — 
dation. Such was the fortune, or at lead the A ' D ' 

IOO7, 

apprehenfion, of the Greek Emperor Alexius May. 
Comnenus, whofe name has already appeared in 
this hiftory, and whofe conduct is lo differently 
reprefented by his daughter Anne 64 , and by the 


63 *0 'Rx&titv; t av (Bacnsax'v, xxi appenyo; rs (ppsvyy nc« r pxrsv [axtqc 
ctvav 70-;. This Oriental pomp is extravagant in a count of Verman- 
dois ; but the patriot Ducange repeats with much complacency (Not. 
ad Alexiad, p.352, 353. Diflert. xxvii. fur Join ville, p. 315.)* the 
pafhiges of Matthew Paris (A. 1 ). 1254.) and Froiflard (vol, iv. p. 201.), 
which ftile the King of France, rex regum, and chef de tous les rui* 
Chretiens. 

64 Anna Comnena was born the r ft of December, A. D. 1083, in- 
di&ion vii. (Alexiad, l.vi. p. 166, 167.). At thirteen, the time of the 
firft crulade, (he was nubile, and perhaps married to the younger Nice- 
phorus Bryennius, whom (he fondly ftyles tov suov K oaxapa (I. x. 
p. 295, 296 ). Some moderns have imagined , that her enmity to 
Bohemond was the fruit of difappointed love. In the t ran factions of 
Conftantinople and Nice, her partial accounts (Alex. 1 .x. xi. p. 283 — 
£17.) may be oppoled to the partiality of the Latins, but in their lwl>- 
fequent exploits file is brief aud ignorant. 


Latin 
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CHAP. Latin writers*' 5 . In the council of Placentia, his 

. ~ , ambafladors had folicited a moderate fuccour, 

perhaps of ten thoufand fokliers : but he was 
aftonifhed by the approach of fo many potent 
chiefs and fanatic nations. The Emperor fluc- 
tuated between hope and fear, between timidity 
and courage j but in the crooked policy which he 
mi Hook for wifdom, I cannot believe, I cannot 
difcern, that he malicioufly confpired againft the 
life or honour of the French heroes. The pro- 
mifeuous multitudes of Peter the Hermit were 
favage beatts, alike deftitute of humanity and 
reafon : nor was it poflible for Alexius to pre- 
vent or deplore their dettrudion. The troops of 
Godfrey and his peers were lefs contemptible, 
but not lefs fufpicious, to the Greek Emperor. 
Their motives might be pure and pious ; but he 
was equally alarmed by his knowledge of the 
ambitious Bohemond, and his ignorance of the 
Tranfalpine chiefs : the cot! rage of the French 
was blind and headitrong; they might be tempted 
by the luxury and wealth of Greece, and elated by 
the view and opinion of their invincible flrength; 
and Jerufalem might be forgotten in the profped 
of Conftantinople. After a long march and pain- 
ful abftinence, the troops of Godfrey encamped 
in the plains of Thrace ; they heard with indig- 
nation, that their brother, the Count of Vcrman- 


65 In their views of the cliaradler and conduct of Alexius, Maim- 
bourg has favoured the Catholic Franks, and Voltaire has been partial 
to the febifmatic Greeks. The prejudice of a philofopher is lefs ex- 
cufable than that of a Jefuit. 

dois. 
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dois, was imprifoned by the Greeks ; and their CHAP, 
relu&ant duke was compelled to indulge them LVIII> , 
in fome freedom of retaliation and rapine. They 
were appealed by the fubmiffion of Alexius ; he 
promiled to fupply their camp ; and as they re- 
filled, in the midll of winter, to pals the Bolpho- 
rus, their quarters were affigncd among the gar- 
dens and palaces on the fhores of that narrow lea. 

But an incurable jealoufy Hill rankled in the 
minds of the two nations, who defpifed each other 
as Haves and Barbarians. Ignorance is the ground 
of fufpicion, and fufpicion was inflamed into daily 
provocations: prejudice is blind, hunger is deaf 
and Alexius is accufed of a defign to ftarve or 
aflault the Latins in a dangerous poll, on all 
tides encompafied with the waters' 6 . Godfrey 
founded his trumpets, burft the net, overfpread 
the plain, and infulted the fuburbs : but the 
gates of Conflantinoplc were ftrongly fortified ; 
the ramparts were lined with archers ; and after 
a doubtful conflict, both parties lillened to the 
voice of peace and religion. The gifts and 
promifes of the Emperor infenflbly foothed the 
fierce fpirit of the wellern ft rangers; as a Chril- 
tian warrior, he rekindled their zeal for the pro- 
fecution of their holy enterprife, which he en- 
gaged to fecond with his troops and treafures. 

On the return of lpring, Godfrey was perfuaded 

66 Between the Black Sea, the Bofphorus, and the river Barhyfes, 
which is deep in fummer, and runs fifteen miles through a fiat mea- 
dow. Its communication with Europe and Conftantinople is by the 
{tone-bridge of the Ufackerna *, which in fuccefiive ages was reftored by 
Juftinian andBafil (Gvllius de Bofphoro Thracio, l.ii. c. 3 . Ducange 
C. P. Chrifiiana, 1. iv. c. 2 . p. 179*}* 
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chap, to occupy a pleal'ant and plentiful camp in Alia $ 
. . and no fooner had he palled the Bolphorus, than 

the Greek veflels were fuddenly recalled to the 
oppofite Ihore. The fame policy was repeated 
with the fucceeding chiefs, who were fwayed by 
the example, and weakened by the departure, of 
their foremolt companions. By his lkill and dili- 
gence, Alexius prevented the union of any two 
of the confederate armies at the lame moment 
under the walls of Conltantinople ; and before 
the fealt of the Pentecoft not a Latin pilgrim 
was left on the coal! of Europe. 

He obtains The liuoe arms which threatened Europe might 

nn*>e°"f deliver Alia, and repel the Turks from the neigh- 
theatZ bouring Ihorcs of the Bolphorus and Hellefpont. 
tkders. The fair provinces from Nice to Antioch were 
the recent patrimony of the Roman Emperor ; 
and his ancient and perpetual claim Hill embraced 
the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt. In his en- 
thuliafm, Alexius indulged, or affected, the am- 
bitious hope of leading his new allies to lubvert 
the thrones of the Eaft ; but the calmer dictates 
of reafon and temper difluaded him from expoling 
bis royal perfon to the faith of unknown and 
lawlefs Barbarians, His prudence, or his pride, 
was content with extorting from the French 
princes an oath of homage and fidelity, and a 
lolcmn promile, that they would either reltore, 
or hold their Afiatic conquelts, as the humble 
and loyal valTals of the Roman empire. Their 
independent fpirit was fired at the mention of 
this foreign and voluntary iervitude : they fuc- 
ceflively yielde4 to the dexterous application of 

gifts 
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gifts and flattery ; and the firft profelytes became CHAP, 
the moil eloquent and effe6tual miffionaries to . LV ^ I ‘ , 
multiply the companions of their lhame. The 
pride of Hugh of Vermandois was foothed by 
the honours of his captivity; and in the brother 
of the French king, the example of fubmiffion 
was prevalent and weighty. In the mind of God- 
frey of Bouillon every human confideration was 
fubordinatc to the glory of God and the fuccefs 
of the crufade. He had firmly refilled the temp- 
tations of Bohemond and Raymond, who urged 
the attackand conqueft of Conftantinople. Alex- 
ius efteemed his virtues, defervedly named him 
the champion of the empire, and dignified his 
homage with the filial name and the rights of 
adoption 67 . The hateful Bohemond was received 
as a true and ancient ally : and if the Emperor 
reminded him of former hoftilities, it was only 
to praile the valour that he had displayed, and 
the glory that he had acquired, in the fields of 
Durazzo and Larifla. The fon of Guifcard was 
lodged and entertained, and ferved with Imperial 
pomp : one day, as he pafied through the gallery 
of the palace, a door was carelefsly left open to 
expofe a pile of gold and filver, of filk and gems, 
of curious and coftly furniture, that was heaped 
in feeming diforder, from the floor to the roof 
of the chamber, “ What conquefts,” exclaimed 

67 There were two forts of adoption, the one by arms, the other by 
introducing the fon between the fhirtamllkin of his father. Ducange 
(fur Joinville, diflT. xxii. p. 270.) fuppofes Godfrey’s adoption to have 
been of the latter fort. 

vol. xi. e the 
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CHAP, the ambitious miter, “ might not be atchieved by 
LV1IL “ the pofleffion of fuch a treafure ?” “ It is your 
own,” replied a Greek attendant, who watch- 
ed the motions of his foul : and Bohemond, after 
fome hefitation, condefcended to accept this 
magnificent prefent. The Norman was flattered 
by the afiurance of an independent principality ; 
and Alexius eluded, rather than denied, his dar- 
ing demand of the office of great domeftic, or 
.general, of the Eaft. The two Roberts, the fon 
of the conqueror of England, and the kinfman 
of three queens 68 , bowed in their turn before the 
Byzantine throne. A private letter of Stephen 
of Chartres attefts his admiration of the Emperor, 
the moll excellent and liberal of men, who taught 
him to believe that he was a favourite, and pro- 
mifed to educate and eftablilh his youngelt Ion. 
In his fouthern province, the Count of St. Giles 
and Tholoufe faintly recognifed the fupremacy of 
the King of France, a prince of a foreign nation 
and language. At the head of an hundred thou- 
fand men, he declared that he was the foldier and 
fervant of Chrift alone, and that the Greek might 
be fatisfied with an equal treaty of alliance and 
friendlhip. His obftinate refiftance enhanced the 
value and the price of his fubmiflion ; and he 
fiione,fays the Princefs Anne, among the Barba- 
rians, as the fun amidft the liars of heaven. His 
dilgult of the noife and infolence of the French, 

After his return* Robert of Flanders became the man of the King 
of England, for a penfion of four hundred marks* See the firft adl in 
Rymer’s Fcedera. 

his 
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.his fufpicions of the deligns of Bohemond, the c HA P. 
Emperor imparted to his faithful Raymond ; and Lv nr - _ 
that aged ftatefman might clearly difcern, that 
however falfe in friendfhip, he was fincere in his 
enmity c ’. The fpirit of chivalry was lafl fubdued 
in the perfon of Tancred ; and none could deem 
themlelves difhonoured by the imitation of that 
gallant knight. He difdained the gold and flat- 
tery of the Greek monarch ; affaulted in his pre- 
tence an infolent patrician ; efcaped fo Afia in 
the habit of a private foldier ; and yielded with 
a figh to the authority of Bohemond and the 
interell of the Chriflian caufe. The bell and 
moft oltenfible reafon was the impoffibility of 
paffing the fea and accomplifhing their vow, 
without the licence and the veflels of Alexius ; 
but they cherillied a fecret hope, that as foon as 
they trod the continent of Afia, their fwords 
would obliterate their fhame, and diffolve the 
engagement which on this fide might not be 
very faithful ly performed. The ceremony of their 
homage was grateful to a people who had long 
fince confidered pride as the fubftitute of power. 

High on his throne, the Emperor fat mute and 
immoveable; His Majefly was adored by theLatin 
princes ; and they lubmitted to kifs either his 
feet or his knees, an indignity which their own 
writers are alhamed to confefs and tvpable to 
deny 7 °. 

Private 

C9 Senfit vetus regnandi,falfos in amore,odia non fingere. Tacit. vi.44 # 

The proud hiftorians of the crufades Hide and /tumble over this 
humiliating ftep. Yet, fince the heroes knelt to falute the Emperor as 

-E % he 
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• Private or public intereft fupprefled the mur- 
j murs of the dukes and counts ; but a French 
baron (he is fuppofed to be Robert of Paris 7 ') 
prefumed to afcend the throne, and to place him- 
felf by the fide of Alexius. The fage reproof of 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim, in his bar- 
barous idiom, “ Who is this ruflic that keeps 
“ his feat, while fo many valiant captains are 
« Handing round him ?” The Emperor main- 
tained his filence, diffembled his indignation, 
and queftioned his interpreter concerning the 
meaning of the words, which he partly fufpedted 
from the univerlal language of gefture and coun- 
tenance. Before the departure of the pilgrims;, 
he endeavoured to learn the name and condition 
of the audacious baron. “ I am a Frenchman,” 
replied Robert, “ of the purefl and molt ancient 
tc nobility of my country. All that I know is, 
« that there is a church in my neighbourhood 71 , 

“ the 


he fat motionlefs on his throne. It is clear that they muft have kitted 
either his feet or knees. It is only lingular* that Anna fliotild not have 
amply fupplied the filence or ambiguity of the Latins. The abafement 
of their princes would have added a fine chapter to the Cereznoniale 
Aube Byzantines. 

71 lie called himfelf Qpayyoc * cstQapoc revv svy&uv (Alexias, 1 . x. p.301.). 

What a title of nobhfft of the xith century, if any one could now prove 
liis inheritance ! Anna relates, witli vifible pleafure, that the fwelling Bar- 
barian, Aartvoj was killed, or wounded, after fighting in 

tlie front qf the battle of Dorylceum ( 1 . xi. p. 317.). This circumltance 
rnayjuflify the fufpicion of Ducange (Not. p. 363.)* that he was no 
other than Robert of Paris, of the diflri< 5 l moil peculiarly liyled the 
Duchy or Ifland of France (jOJJle dc France). 

72 With the fame penetration, Ducange difeovers his church to be that 
©f St. Draufus, or Drofin, of Moiffons, quern duello dimicaturi folent in- 
vo care ; pugilcs qui ad menioriam ejjiis {bis tomb) pernodtaut invidos 

reddit* 
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** the refort of thofe who are defirous of approv- CHAP 
c< irig their valour in lingle combat. Till an , LV ^* 

“ enemy appears, they addrefs their prayers to 
“ God and his faints. That church I have fre- 
“ quently vifited, but never have I found an 
“ antagonifl who dared to accept my defiance.” 

Alexius difmified the challenger with fome pru- 
dent advice for his conduct in the Turkifh war- 
fare; and hiflory repeats with pleafure this 
lively example of the manners of his age and 
country. 7 

The conqueft of Afia was undertaken and at- Their re- 
chieved by Alexander, with thirty-five thoufand v j^ c a r n<1 
Macedonians and Greeks”; and his befl hope a.d.’ 
was in the ltrength and difcipline of his phalanx IO °7> 
of infantry. The principal force of the crufaders Ma> ‘ 
confided in their cavalry; and when that force 
was muftered in the plains of Bithynia, the 
knights and their martial attendants on horfeback 
amounted to one hundred thoufand fighting men, 
completely armed with the helmet and coat of 
mail. The value of thefe foldiers deferved a 
ftri6t and authentic account ; and the flower of 
European chivalry might furnifh, in a firft effort, 
this formidable body of heavy horfe. A part of 
the infantry might be enrolled for the fervice of 
fcouts, pioneers, and archers; but the promif- 


reddit, ut et de Burgundia et Italia tali neceffitate confugiatur ad eura. 
Joan. Sariberienfis, epift. 139* 

73 There is fome diverfity on the numbers of his army : but no 
authority can be compared with that of Ptolemy, who ftates it at 
five thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot (lee Ulher’s Annales, 

p. 1,5 a.)* 

E .3 
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chap, cuous crowd were loll in their own disorder.; and 

. L ^ m ’ . we depend not on the eyes or knowledge, but 
on the belief and fancy, of a chaplain of Count 
Baldwin 74 , in the eflimate of fix hundred thou- 
fand pilgrims able to bear arms, befides the 
priells and monks, the women and children, of 
the Latin camp. The reader Harts ; and before 
he is recovered from his furprife, I Ihall add, on 
the fame teliimony, that if all who took the crols 
had accomplished their vow, above six millions 
would have migrated from Europe to Alia. Un- 
der this opprelfion of faith, 1 derive fome relief 
from a more fagacious and thinking writer 7 ' 
who, after the fame review of the cavalry, accufes 
the credulity of the prieft of Chartres, and even 
doubts whether the Cifalpine regions (in the geo- 
graphy of a Frenchman) were Sufficient to pro- 
duce and pour forth fuch incredible multitudes. 
The coolelt fcepticifin will remember, that of 
thefe religious volunteers great numbers never 
beheld Conftantinople and Nice. Of enthufiafm 
the influence is irregular and tranfient: many 
were detained at home by reafon or cowardice, 
by poverty or weaknefs; and many were repulfed 
by the obflacles of the way, the more infuperable 
as they were unforefeen to thefe ignor ant fanatics. 


74 Fulcher. Carnotenfis, p. 387. He enumerates nineteen nations of 
different names and languages (p. 389.); but I do not clearly appre- 
hend his difference between the Franct and Galli, Itali and Apulu 
Elfewhere (p*3^5*) he contemptuoully brands the deferters. 

75 Guibert, p. 556. Yet even his gentle oppofition implies an im- 
menfe multitude. By Urban II. in the fervour of his zeal> it is only 
rated at 300,000 pilgrims (epift. xvi. Concil. torn. xii. p. 731.). 

The 
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The favage countries of Hungary and Bulgaria C H AP. 
were whitened with their bones ; their vanguard . LVin ‘ . 
was cut in pieces by the Turkifh Sultan ; and the 
lofs of the firft adventure, by the fword, or 
climate, or fatigue, has already been dated at 
three hundred thoufand men. Yet the myriads 
that furvived, that marched, that preffed for- 
wards on the holy pilgrimage, were a fubjeCt of 
aftonifhment to themfelves and to the Greeks. 

The copious energy of her language finks under 
the efforts of the Princefs Anne 76 : the images 
of locufls, of leaves and flowers, of the fands 
of the fea, or the ftars of heaven, imperfectly 
reprefent what fhe had feen and heard ; and the 
daughter of Alexius exclaims, that Europe was 
loofened from its foundations and hurled againfl 
Alia. The ancient hofls of Darius and Xerxes, 
labour under the fame doubt of a vague and in- 
definite magnitude : but I am inclined to believe, 
that a larger number has never been contained 
within the lines of a fingle camp, than at the 
fiege of Nice, the firft operation of the Latin 
princes. Their motives, their characters, and 
their arms, have been already difplayed. Of 
their troops, the moll numerous portion were 
natives of France : the Low Countries, the banks 
of the Rhine, and Apulia, fent a powerful re- 

76 Alexias, 1 .x. p.283. 305. Her faftidious delicacy complains of 
their ftrange and inarticulate names, and indeed there is fcarcely one 
that fhe has not contrived to disfigure with the proud ignorance, (o 
dear and familiar to a polifhed people. I lhall fele<5l only one example, 

Sangeles , for the count of St. Giles. 

E 4 
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c h a P. inforcement : Tome bands of adventurers were 
, . drawn from Spain, Lombardy and England 77 ; 

and froth the diftant bogs and mountains of 
Ireland or Scotland 78 illued fomc naked and 
favage fanatics, ferocious at home but unwar- 
like abroad. Had not fu perdition condemned 
the facrilegious prudence of depriving the pooreft 
or weakeft. Chriftian of the merit of the pilgri- 
mage, the ufelefs crowd, with months but with- 
out hands, might have been flationed in the Greek 
empire, till their companions had opened and 
fecured the way of the Lord. A fmall remnant 
of the pilgrims, who puffed the Bofpltorus, was 
permitted to vifit the holy fepulchrc. Their 
northern conflitution was fcorched by the rays, 
and infected by the vapours, of a Syrian fun. 
They confumed, with heedlefs prodigality, their 
flores of water and provifion : their numbers 
exhaufted the inland country : the fea was re- 
mote, the Greeks were unfriendly, and the 
Chriftians of every feet fled before the voracious 

77 William of Malmlbury (who wrote about the year 1130) has in- 
felt ec * * n his hillor y 0 - i' r * P* T 3 ° — 1 54 ») a narrative of the firft crufade ; 

I wifh that) inftead of liftening to the tenue murmur which had 
pallet 1 the Britilh ocean (p. 143.), he had confined himfelf to the 
numbt rs > families, and adventures of his countrymen. I find in Dug- 
dale, th lfc an Englifh Norman, Stephen Earl of Albemarle and Ilolder- 
nefle, let 1 the rear-guard with Duke Robert, at the battle of Antioch 
(Baronagi P art u P* 61.). 

7 b Viden ' s Scotorum apud fe ferocium alias imbellium cuneos (Gui- 
bert, p. 47 X* the crus intettum and hifpida chlamys , may fuit the 
Highlanders; but the finibus uliginofis, may rather apply to the Irifii 
bogs, Will\ an 1 of Malmlbury cxprefsly mentions the Welfh and Scots, 
&c. (l.iv. p. who quitted, the former venationem faltuum, the 

latter familiariui em pulicum. 


and 
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and cruel rapine of their brethren. In the dire CHAP, 
neceflity of famine, they fometimes roafted and t 

devoured the flefh of their infant or adult cap- 
tives. Among the Turks and Saracens, the 
idolaters of Europe were rendered more odious 
by the name and reputation of cannibals : the 
fpies who introduced themfelves into the kitchen 
of Bohemond, were {hewn feveral human bodies 
turning on the fpit j and the artful Norman 
-encouraged a report, which encreafed at the 
fame time the abhorrence and the terror of the 
infidels 

I have expatiated with pleafure on the firft siege of 
fteps of the crufaders, as they paint the manners 
and character of Europe : but I fliall abridge 1097. 
the tedious and uniform narrative of their blind 
atchievements, whicl 1 were performed by ftrength 
and are deferibed by ignorance. From their fir ft 
flation in the neighbourhood of Nicomedia, they 
advanced in fuccellive divifions ; palled the con- 
tra6led limit of the Greek empire ; opened a 
road through the hills, and commenced, by the 
fiege of his capital, their pious warfare againft 
the Turkifh Sultan. His kingdom of lloum ex- 
tended from the Hellefpont to the confines of 
Syria, and barred the pilgrimage of Jerufa- 
lem : his name was Kilidge-Arflan, or Soli- 


7D This cannibal hunger, fometimes real, more frequently arc 
artifice or a lie, may be found in Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1 , x. 
p. a?>8.)> Guibert (p. 546.)* J*aclulph. Cadom. (c- 97.). The flrata- 
gem is related by the author of Gefia Francorum, the monk Ro- 
bert Iialdric, and Raymond dcs Agiles, in the fiege and famine of 
Antioch. 


man, 
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chap. man So , of the race of Seljuk, and the foil of the firll 

^ vnL , conqueror ; and in the defence of a land which 
the Turks confidered as their own, he deferved 
the praife of his enemies, by whom alone he is 
known to pofterity. Yielding to the firft impulfe 
of the torrent, he depofited his family and trea- 
fure in Nice : retired to the mountains with 
fift^ thoufand horle ; and twice defcended to 
allault the camps or quarters of the Chriftian 
befiegers, which formed an imperfe6t circle of 
above fix miles. The lofty and folid walls of Nice 
were covered by a deep ditch, and fianked by 
three hundred and feventy towers ; and on the 
verge of Chriftendom, the Moflems were trained 
in arms, and inflamed by religion. Before this 
city, the French Princes occupied their ftations, 
and profecuted their attacks without correfpon- 
dence or fubordination : emulation prompted 
their valour ; but their valour was fullied by 
cruelty, and their emulation degenerated into 
envy and civil difcord. In the fiege of Nice, 
the arts and engines of antiquity were em- 
ployed by the Latins ; the mine and the bat- 
tering-ram, the tortoife, and the belfrey or 
moveable turret, artificial fire, and the catapult 
and balift, the fling, and the crofs-bow for the 


His Mufulman appellation of Soliman is ufed by the Latins* and 
his character is highly embellilhed by Taflb. His Turkifh name of 
Kilidge-Arflan (A.H.485 — 500. A. D. 1192 — iao6. See De Guignes’s 
Tables, tom. i. p. 245 .) is employed by the Orientals, and with fome 
corruption by the Greeks : but little more than his name can be found 
in the Mahometan writers, who are dry and fulky on the fubjedl of the 
firlt crufade (De Guigues, tom.iii. p*ii. p. 10-— 30.). 

calling 
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calling of Hones and darts 81 . In the fpace of 
• feven weeks, much labour and blood were ex- 
pended, and fome progrefs, efpecially by Count 
Raymond, was made on the fide of the befiegers. 
But the Turks could protract their refiftance and 
fecure their elcape, as long as they were mailers 
of the lake 9 * Afcanius, which ftretches feveral 
miles to the weftward of the city. The means of 
conquell were fupplied by the prudence and fc- 
duftry of Alexius; a great number of boats was 
tranfported on fledges from the fea to the lake ; 
they were filled with the moll dextrous of his 
archers; the flight of the Sultanawas intercepted; 
Nice was inverted by land and water ; and a Greek 
emiflary perfuaded the inhabitants to accept his 
mailer’s protection, and to lave themfelves, by a 
timely furrender, from the rage of the favages of 
Europe. In the moment of victory, or at leaft 
of hope, the crufaders, thirfting for blood and 
plunder, were awed by the Imperial banner that 
ftreamed from the citadel ; and Alexius guarded 
with jealous vigilance this important conquell. 
The murmurs of the chiefs were ftifled by ho- 
nour or intereft ; and after an halt of nine days, 
they directed their march towards Phrygia under 
the guidance of a Greek general, whom they 


61 On the fortifications, engines, and fieges of the middle ages, fee 
Muratori (Antiquitat. Italise, tom. ii. difiert. xxvi. p. 45 2 — 52 4*). The 
bel/redusy from whence our belfrey, was the moveable tower of the 
ancients (Ducange, tom. i. p. 608.) 

,yl I cannot forbear remarking the refemblance between the fiege and 
lake of Nice, with the operations of Hernan Cortez before Mexico. 
See Dr. Robertfon, Hift. of America, 1. v. 

I’ulpeCted 
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c h A P. fnfpe6ted of fecret connivance with the Sultan. 

1 , The confort and the principal fervants of Soli- ■ 

man had been honourably reflored without ran- 
fom ; and the Emperor’s generofity to the mif- 
creants 83 was interpreted as treafon to the Chril- 
tian caufe. 

Battle of Solitnan was rather provoked than difmayed 
A^D. by the lofs of liis capital : he admonilhed his 
1097, flfcjedts and allies, of this ftrange invalion of the 
Jul ^ 4 - Weftern Barba; •ians ; the Turkifh emiifs obeyed 
the call of loyalty or religion ; the Turkman 
hords encamped round his ftandard ; and his 
whole force is loofely dated by the Chriltians at 
two hundred, or even three hundred and fixty, 
thoufand horfe. Yet he patiently waited till they 
had left behind them the fea and the Greek fron- 


tier*, and hovering on the auks, obl'erved their 
carelefs and confident progrefs in two columns 
beyond the view of each oth r. Some miles be- 
fore they could reach Dorylacum in Phrygia, the 
left, and lefs numerous, divifion was furprifed, 
and attacked, and almoft oppreffed, by the Turk- 
ifh cavalry 84 . The heat of the weather, the 
clouds of arrows, and the barbarous onlet, over- 


93 Mecreant , a word invented by tlie French cmfaders, and confined 
in that language to its primitive fenfe. It fliould feem, that the zeal 
of our anceftors boiled higher, and that they branded every unbeliever 
as a rafeal. A fimilar prejudice Hill lurks in the minds of many who 
think themfelves Chriftians. 

Baronius has produced a very doubtful letter to his brother Roger 
(A. D. 1098, N° 15.). The enemies confifted of Medes, Perfians, 
Chaldeans : be it fo. The firft attack was cum noftro incommodo ; 
true and tender. But why Godfrey of Bouillon and Hugh brothers P 
Tancred is ftyled Jilt us ; of whom? certainly not of Roger, nor of 
JJohemond. 


whelmed 
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whelmed the crufaders ; they loft their order and CHAP, 
confidence, and the fainting fight was fuftained . LV ^‘ « 
by the perfonal valour, rather than by the mili- 
tary conduct, of BohemondjTancred, and Robert 
of Normandy. They were revived by the wel- 
come banners of Duke Godfrey ,who flew to their 
fuccour, with the Count of Vermandois, and fixty 
thoufand horfe ; and was followed by Raymond 
of Tholoufe, the Bifliop of Puy, and the re- 
mainder of the fiicred army. Without a moment’s 
paufe, they formed in new order, and advanced 
to a fecond battle. They were received with 
equal refolution; and, in their common difdain 
for the un warlike people of Greece and Afia, it 
was confefled on both fides, that the Turks and 
the Franks were the only nations entitled to the 
appellation of foldiers* 5 . Their encounter was 
varied and balanced by the contrail of arms and 
difcipline ; of the diredl charge and wheeling 
evolutions *, of the couched lance, and the bran- 
difhed javelin $ of a weighty broad-fword, and a 
crooked fabre : of cumbrous armour and thin 
flowing robes ; and of the long Tartar bow, and 
the arbaliji or crofs-bow, a deadly weapon, yet 
unknown to the Orientals 36 . As long as the 


85 Verumtamcn dicunt ie die <le Francorum generatione ; cf quia 
nullus homo naturalitcr dehet efle miles nifi Franci et Turd (Gefta 
Francorum, p. 7.). The fame community of blood and valour is at- 
Idled by Archbiftiop Baldric (p. 99.). 

yr> Balifla , Balejira , Avbahjlre . See Muratori, Antiq. tom. ii. 
p.517 — 524. Ducange, GlolT. Latin. tom. i. p, 531, 5.3a. In the 
time of Anna Comnena, this weapon, which fhe defcribes under the 
name of tzatigra , was unknown in the Eaft (I. x. p. 291.). By an 
humane inconfdiency* the Pope ftrove to prohibit it in Chriftian wars. 

horfes 
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». horfes were frefli and the quivers full, Soliman 
maintained the advantage of the day ; and four 
thoufand Chriftians were pierced by the Turkifh 
arrows. In the evening, fwiftnefs yielded to 
ftrength; on either fide, the numbers were equal, 
or at lead as great as any ground could hold, or 
any generals could, manage ; but in turning the 
hills, the lad divifion of Raymond and his pro- 
vincials was led, perhaps without defign, on the 
rear of an exhauded enemy ; and the long con- 
ted was determined. Befides a namdefs and 
unaccountable multitude, three thoufand Pagan 
knights were flain in the battle and purfuit ; the 
camp of Soliman was pillaged ; and in the variety 
of precious fpoil, the curiofity of the Latins was 
amufed with foreign arms and apparel, and the 
new afpe6t of dromedaries and camels. The 
importance of the victory was proved by the 
hady retreat of the Sultan : referving ten thou- 
fand guards of the relics of ins army, Soliman 
evacuated the kingdom ofRoum, andhadened to 
implore the aid, and kindle the refentthent, of 
his Eadern brethren. In a march of five hun- 
dred miles, the crufaders traverfed the Lefier 
Afia, through, a waded land and deferted towns, 
without either finding a friend or an enemy. The 
geographer 57 may trace the pofition of Dory- 
laeum, Antioch of Pifidia, Iconium, Archelais, 


*' The curious reader may compare the claffic learning of Ccllarius* 
and the geographical fcience of D’Anville. William of Tyre is the 
only hiftorian of the crufades who lias any knowledge of antiquity ; 
and M. Otter trod almoft in the footfteps of the Franks from Conftan- 
tinople to Antioch (Voyage en Turquie et en Perfe, tom, i. p. 35—88.). 

1 4 and 
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and Germanicia, and may compare thofe clafiic C J I ^ P * 
' appellations with the modern names of Eikilhehr t 1 . — 1 
the old city, Akfliehr the white city, Cogni, 

Erekli, and Maralh. As the pilgrims palled over 
a defert, where a draught of water is exchanged 
for lilver, they were tormented by intolerable 
third ; and on the banks of the firll rivulet, their 
halte and intemperance were Hill more pernicious 
to the diforderly thi'ong. They climbed with toil 
and danger the Iteep and flippery fides of mount 
Taurus : many of the foldiers call away their 
arms to feeure their footfleps ; and had not ter- 
ror preceded their van, the long and trembling 
file might have been driven down the precipice 
by a handful of refolute enemies. Two of their 
mod refpe6lable chiefs, the Duke of Lorraine and 
the Count of Tholoufe, were carried in litters : 
Raymond was raifcd, as it is faid by miracle, from 
an liopelefs malady; and Godfrey had been tom 
by a bear, as he purfued that rough and perilous 
chace in the mountains of Pifidia. 

To improve the general condernation, the cou- Baldwin 
(in of Bohemond and the brother of Godfrey fo “ n< ? s the 
were detached from the main army with their of EdeffaT 
relpe6table fquadrons of five, andoffeven, bun- A - D - 109; 
dred knights. They over-rari in a rapid career lI5r * 
the hills and fea-coad of Cilicia, from Cogni to 
the Syrian gates : the Norman dandardwas firft 
planted on the walls of Tarfus and Malmidra ; 
but the proud injullice of Baldwin at length 
provoked the patient and generous Italian ; and 
they turned their conlecrated fwords againd each 
other in a private and profane quarrel. Honour 

was 
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c h A p. was the motive, and fame the reward, of Tan* 

t Lvni - cred ; but fortune fmiled on the more felfilh en- 
terprife of his rival 88 . He was called to the aflift- 
ance of a Greek or Armenian tyrant, who had 
been fullered under the Turkifh yoke to reign 
over the Chriftians of Edefla. Baldwin accepted 
the character of his fon and champion ; but no 
fooner was he introduced into the city, than he 
inflamed the people to the maffacre of his father, 
occupied tire throne and treafure, extended his 
conquefts over the hills of Armenia and the plain 
of Mefopotamia, and founded the firft principa- 
lity of the Franks or Latins, which fubfifted fifty- 
four years beyond the Euphrates Ss> . 

Siege of Before the Franks could enter Syria, thefum- 

Aii r 

Td': 1T >er, and even the autumn, were completely 

1097. Oo wafted : the fiegc of Antioch, or the reparation 

— \ D. aT) fi repofe of the army during the winter feafon, 

1098, was ftrongly debated in tlieir council : the love of 

June 3. ari ns and the holy fepulchre urged them to ad- 

vance ; and realon perhaps was on the fide of 
refolution, lince every hour of delay abates the 
fame and force of the invader, and multiplies the 
refources of defenfive war. The capital of Syria 
was prote6ted by the river Orontes ; and the iron 
bridge , of nine arches, derives its name from the 
mafiy gates of the two towers which are con- 


* H This detached conqueft of Edefla is bell reprefented by Fulcherius 
Carnotenlis, or of Chartres (in the collections of Bongarfius, Du- 
chefne, and Martennc), the valiant chaplain of Count Baldwin (Efprit 
des Croifades, tom. i. p. 13, 14.). In the difputes of that prince with 
Tancred, Ilia partiality is encountered by the partiality of Radulphuk 
Cadomenfisj the foldier and hiilorian of the gallant marquis. 

* 9 See de Guignes, Ilift. des Huns, tom. L p, 456. 
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{trusted at either end. They were opened by the c H A P. 
fword of the Duke of Normandy: his vi6tory lviii. 
gave entrance to three hundred thouland cru- ' * ** 

laders, an account which may allow fome fcope 
for Ioffes and defertion, but which clearly detects 
much exaggeration in the review of Nice. In 
the defcription of Antioch 90 , it is not eafy to 
define a middle term between her ancient mag- 
nificence, under the fuccefiors of Alexander and 
Auguftus, and the modern afpe6t of Turkilh 
defolation. The Tetrapolis, or four cities, if 
they retained their name and pofifcion, mull have 
left a large vacuity in a circumference of twelve 
miles j and that meafure, as well as the number 
of four hundred towers, are not perfe6tly conlif- 
tent with the five gates, fo often mentioned in 
the hillory of the liege. Yet Antioch mull have 
Hill flourilhed as a great and populous capital. 

At the head of the Turkilh emirs, Baghifian, a 
veteran chief, commanded in the place ; his 
garrifon was compofed of fix or feven thouland 
liorfe, and fifteen or twenty thouland foot : one 
hundred thoufand Moflems are faid to have fallen 
by the fword; and their numbers were probably 
inferior to the Greeks, Armenians, and Syrians, 
who had been no more than fourteen years the 
Haves of the houfe of Seljuk. From the remains 
of a folid and llately wall, it appears to have 

90 For Antioch, fee Pococke (Defcription of the Eaft, vol. ii. p.i. 
p. 188 — 193.), Otter (Voyage en Turquie, &c. tom. i. p. 81, &c.), the 
Turkifh geographer (in Otter’s notes), the Index Geographicus of 
Schultens (ad calcem Bohadin. Vit* Saladin.) and Abulfeda (Tabula 
Syria?, p. 1x5, 116* rerf. Reiike). 

vol. xr. f arifen 
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chap, arifen to the height of threefcore feet in the val- 

. ^ ni ' . leys; and wherever lefs art and labour had been 
applied, the ground was luppofed to be defended 
by the river, the morafs, and the mountains. 
Notwithftanding thei’e fortifications, the city had 
been repeatedly taken by the Perfiaus, the Arabs, 
the Greeks, and the Turks ; fo large a circuit 
raufl haveyieldod many pervious points of attack; 
and in a fiege that was formed about the middle 
of October, the vigour of the execution could 
alone jollify the bolduefs of the attempt. What- 
ever flrength and valour could perform in the 
field was abundantly difcharged by the champions 
of the crofs: in the frequent occafions of fallies, 
of forage, of the attack and defence of convoys, 
they were often vi6torious ; and we can only 
complain, that their exploits are fometimes en- 
larged beyond the fcale of probability and truth. 
The fvvord of Godfrey 94 divided a Turk from 
the fhoulder to the haunch ; and one half of 
the infidel fell to the ground, while the other was 
tranfported by his horfie to the city gate. As 
Robert of Normandy rode againft his antagonift, 
<s I devote thy head,” he pioufly exclaimed, “ to 

9 ‘ Enfem elevat, eumque a finiftra parte fcapulamm, tanta virtute 
intorfit, ut quod pecftus medium disjunxit fpinam et vitalia interrupit ; 
ct fie lubricus ends iuper crus dextrum integer exivit ; deque caput 
integrum cum dextra parte corporis immeriit gurgite, partemque quse 
equo praefidebat remifit civitati (Robert. Mon. p.50.). Cujus enfe tra- 
je<ftus, Turcus duo fa<ftu$ eft Turci : ut inferior alter in urbem equi- 
taret> alter arcitenens in ftiunine nataret (Radulph. Cadom. c. 53. 
p. 3 04 )• he juftifics the deed by the Jlupendts viribus of God- 

frey j and; William of Tyre covers it by, obftupuit populus fa<Sti no- 
tate ...... *. mirabilis (I. v. c. 6. p. 701.). Yet it mult not have 

appeared incredible to the knights of that age. 


« the 
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“ the daemons of hell;” and that head was in- c H A P* 
ftantly cloven to the bread by the relidlefs droke LV11 *- _ 
of his defcending falchion. But the reality or 
report of fuch gigantic prowefs’ 1 mud have 
taught the Modems to keep within their walls ; 
and againd thole walls of earth or done, the 
fword and the lance were unavailing weapons. 

In the dow and fucceflive labours of a dege, the 
crufaders were fupineand ignorant, without flcill 
to contrive, or money to purchafe, or indudry to 
ufe, the artificial engines and implements of 
aflault. In the conqued of Nice, they had been 
powerfully adided by the wealth and knowledge 
of the Greek Emperor: his abfence was poorly 
fupplied by fome Genoefe and Pifan veifels, that 
were attracted by religion or trade to the coad of 
Syria: the dores were fcanty, the return pre- 
carious, and the communication difficult and 
dangerous. Indolence orweaknefs had prevented 
the Franks from inveding the entire circuit; 
and the perpetual freedom of two gates relieved 
the wants and recruited the garrifon of the city. 

At the end of feven months, after the ruin of 
their cavalry, and an enormous lofs by famine, 
defertion, and fatigue, the progrefs of the cru- 
faders was imperceptible, and their fuccefs re- 
mote, if the Latin Ulylfes, the artful and ambi- 
tious Bohemond, had not employed the arms of 
cunning and deceit. The Chridians of Antioch 
were numerous and difcontented : Phirouz, a 

9t See the exploits of Robert* Raymond* and the modeft Tamcred* 
who impofed filence on his (quire (Radulph. Cadora. c. 53.}. 

f 2 Syrian 
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C Lvm*’ ^ r * an ren egado, had acquired the favour of the 

» ■— 1> - ,'_f emir and the command of three towers; and 
the merit of his repentance difguifed to the La- 
tins, and perhaps to himfelf, the foul defign of 
perfidy and treafon. A fecret correfpondence, 
for their mutual intereft, was foon eftablifhed 
between Phirouz and the Prince of Tarento; and 
Bohemond declared in the council of the chiefs, 
that he could deliver the city into their hands. 
But he claimed the fovereignty of Antioch as the 
reward of his fervice ; and the propofal which 
had been rejected by the envy, was at length 
extorted from the diftrefs, of his equals. The 
nocturnal fiirprife was executed by the French 
and Norman princes, who afcended in perfon 
the fcaling-ladders that were thrown from the 
walls: their new prolelyte, after the murder of 
his too fcrupulous brother, embraced and intro- 
duced the fervants of Chrift; the army rulhed 
through the gates ; and the Modems foon found, 
that, although mercy was hopelefs, refiftance was 
impotent. But the citadel ftill refufed to fur- 
render; and the victors themfelves were Ipeedily 
encompafled and befieged by the innumerable 
forces of Kcrboga, Prince of Moful, who, with 
twenty-eight Turkilh emirs, advanced to the deli- 
verance of Antioch. Five-and-twenty days the 
Chrillians fpent on the verge of definition ; and 
the proud lieutenant of the Caliph and the Sultan 
left them only the choice of fervitude or death 93 . 

After mentioning the diftrefs and humble petition of the Franks, 
Abulpharagius adds the haughty reply of Codbuka, or Kerboga; M Non 
•vafuri eftis nifi per gladium,” (Dyuaft. p. 
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In this extremity they collected the relics of 
their ftrength, tallied from the town, and in a 
tingle memorable day annihilated or difperfed 
the holt of Turks and Arabians, which they might 
lately report to have confided of fix hundred 
thoufand men 94 . Their fupernatural allies I fhall 
proceed to confider : the human caufes of the 
victory of Antioch were the fearlefs defpair of the 
Franks ; and the furprife, the difcord, perhaps 
the errors, of their unfkilful and prefumptuous ad- 
verfaries. The battle is defcribed with as much 
diforder as it was fought ; but we may obferve 
the tent of Kerboga, a moveable and fpacious 
palace, enriched with the luxury of Alia, and 
capable of holding above two thoufand perfotis ; 
we may diftinguifli his three thoufand guards, 
who were cafed, the horfes as well as the men, 
in complete ftcel. 

In the eventful period of the fiege and defence 
of Antioch, the crufaders were, alternately, ex- 
alted by vi6tory or funk in defpair; either fwelled 
with plenty or emaciated with hunger. A fpecu- 
lative reafoner might fuppofe, that their faith had 
a ftrong and fcrious influence on their practice ; 


CHAP. 

LV 1 II. 


Viiflory of 
the cru- 
faders, 
A.D. 
1098, 

June 28* 


Their fa- 
mine and 
diftrefs at 
Antioch. 


1)4 In defcribing the hoft of Kerboga, moft of the Latin hiftorians, 
the author of the Gefta (p. 17.), Robert Monachus (p. 56.), Baldric 
(p. in.)* Fulcherius Carnotenfis (p. 39 * 0 > Guibert(p. 512.), William 
of Tyre (I. vi. c. 3. p. 714.)* Bernard Thefaurarius (c. 39. p. 695.), are 
content with the vague exprefiions of infinita multitudo, immenfum 
agmen, innumerae copiae or gentes, which correfpond with the oc, 
•ivapifymr itojv of Anna Comnena (Alexias, 1 . xi. p. 318 — 320.). 

The numbers of the Turks are fixed by Albert Aquenfis at 200,00® 
( 1 . iv. c. 10. p. 242.), and by Radulphus Cadomenfis at 4005000 horfe 
(c. 1%. p. 309.). 
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chap, and that the foldiers of the crols, the deliverers 
LViii. . 0 f the holy fepulchre, prepared themfelves by a 
fober and virtuous life for the daily contempla- 
tion of martyrdom. Experience blows away this 
charitable illufion ; and feldom does the hiftory 
of profane war difplay luch fcenes of intem- 
perance and profti.tution as were exhibited under 
the walls of Antioch. The grove of Daphne no 
longer flourilhed $ but the Syrian air was ilill 
impregnated with the fame vices j the Chriftians 
were leduced by every temptation 95 that nature 
either prompts or reprobates ; the authority of 
the chiefs was defpifed $ and lermons and edidts 
Were alike fruitlefs againlt thole fcandalous dit 
orders, not lets pernicious to military difcipline, 
than repugnant to evangelic purity. In the firft 
days of the liege and the poUeflion of Antioch, 
the Franks confumed with wanton and thought- 
lefs prodigality the frugal fubfiftence of weeks 
and months : the defolate country no longer 
yielded a fupply ; and from that country they 
were at length excluded by the arms of the be- 
sieging Turks. Difeafe, the faithful companion 
of want, was envenomed by the rains of the 
winter, the fummer heats, unwholefome food, 
and the dole imprilonment of multitudes. The 
pictures of famine and peftilence are always the 
lame, and always dilguftfhl ; and our imagina- 
tion may fuggeft the nature of their fu He rings 
and their refources. The remains of treafure or 

v See the tragic and fcaftdakms fate of aft archdeacon of fdyai birth, 
who vvas ftain by the Turks as he repofed in an orchard, playing at 
dice with a Syrian concubine. 

i & fpoil 
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fpoil were eagerly lavifhed in the purchafe of the c H A P. 
' vileit nourifliment ; and dreadful iftufl have been LVin. . 
the calamities of the poor, lince, after paying 
three marks of filver for a goat and fifteen for a 
lean camel ", the Count of Flanders was reduced 
to beg a dinner, and Duke Godfrey to borrow an 
liorfe. Sixty thoufand horfes had been reviewed 
in the camp : before the end of the liege they 
were diminifhed to two thoufand, aiid fcarcely 
two hundred fit for fervice could be muflered bn 
the day of battle. Weaknefs of body and terror 
of mind extinguifhed the ardent enthufiafm of 
the pilgrims ; and every motive of honour and 
religion was fubdued by the defire of life 97 . 

Among the chiefs, three heroes may he found 
without fear or reproach : Godfrey of Bouillon 
was lupported by his magnanimous piety ; Bohe- 
mond by ambition and intereft, and Tancred 
declared, in the true fpirit of chivalry, that as 
long as he was at the head of forty knights, he 
would never relinqtiifh theenterprife of Paleftine. 

But the Count of Tholoufe and Provence was 
fufpeiSted of a voluntary indifpofition : the Duke 
of Normandy was recalled from the fea-lhore by 


The value of an ox rofe from five folidi (fifteen (hillings) at 
Chriftmas to two marks (four pounds), and afterwards much higher : 
a kid of lamb, frorti one (hilling to eighteen of our prefent money : in 
the fecond famine, a loaf of bread, or the head of an animal, fold for 
a piece of gold. More examples might be produced ; but it is the 
bfdinary, not the extraordinary, prices, that deferve the notice of the 
philofopher. 

97 Alii multi quorum nomina tioh tenemus ; quia, deJeta de libro 
vitae, praefenti ©peri non funt inlerehda (Will. Tyr. 1. vi. c. 5. p. 715.). 
Guibert (p.518. 5*3.) attempts to excufe Hugh the Great, and even 
Stephen of Chartres. 

F 4 


the 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


72 

CHAP, the cenfures. of the church ; Hugh the Great, 

. LyiI1 ‘ . though he ^ed the vanguard of the battle, em- 
braced an ambiguous opportunity of returning 
to France ; and Stephen Count of Chartres bafely 
deferted the ltandard which he bore, and the 
council in which he prefided. The foldiers were 
difcouraged by the flight of William Vifcount 
of Melun, furnamed the Carpenter , from the 
weighty Jtrokes of his axe ; and the faints were 
fcandaliled by the fall of Peter the Hermit, who, 
after arming Europe againil Alia, attempted to 
efeape from the penance of a necelfary tall. Of 
the multitude of recreant warriors ; the names 
(fays an hiftorian) are blotted from the book of 
life ; and the opprobrious epithet of the rope- 
dancers was applied to the deferters who dropt 
in the night from the walls of Antioch. The 
Emperor Alexius 98 , who feemed to advance to 
the fuccour of the Latins was difmayed by the 
afl'urance of their hopelefs condition. They ex- 
pe6led their fate in fllent delpair ; oaths and 
punithments were tried without effect ; and to 
roufe the foldiers to the defence of the walls, it 
was found necefiary to fet fire to their quarters. 
Legend of For their falvation and victory, they were in- 
Lance° ly debted to the ^ ame fanaticifm which had led them 
to the brink of ruin. In fuch a caufe, and in 
fuch an army, vifions, prophefies, and miracles, 
were frequent and familiar. In the diftrefs of 


See the progrefs of the crufade, the retreat of Alexius, the vic- 
tory of Antioch, and the conqueft of Jerufalem, in the Alexiad, 1. xi. 
p. 317 — 327. Anna was fo prone to exaggeration, that fhe magnifies 
the exploits of the Latins, 

*6 Antioch, 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


Antioch, they were repeated withunufual energy chap. 
and fuccefs: St. Atnbrofe had affined a pious , LVI11 ' , 
ecclefiaftic, that two years of trial mult precede 
the feafon of deliverance and grace; the deferters 
were flopped by the prefence and reproaches of 
Chrift lumfelf; the dead had promifed to arife 
and combat with their brethren; the Virgin had 
obtained the pardon of their fins; and their con- 
fidence was revived by a vifible fign, the feafon- 
able and fplendid difeovery of the holy lance. 

The policy of their chiefs has on this occafion 
been admired, and might furely be excufed; but 
a pious fraud is feldom produced by the cool 
confpiracy of many perlbns; and a voluntary im- 
poftor might depend on the fupport of the wife 
and the credulity of the people. Of the diocefe 
of Marfeilles, there was a prieft of low cunning 
and loofe manners, and his name was Peter Bar- 
tholemy. He prefented himfelf at the door of 
the council-chamber, to difclofe an apparition of 
St. Andrew, which had been thrice reiterated in 
his fleep, with a dreadful menace, if he pre- 
fumed to fupprefs the commands of heaven. “ At 
“ Antioch,” faid the apoftle, “ in the church of 
cc my brother St. Peter, near the high altar, is 
“ concealed the fteel head of the lance that 
“ pierced the fide of our Redeemer. In three 
“ days, that inftrument of eternal, and now of 
“ temporal, falvation, will be manifefled to his 
tc difciples. Search and ye fhall find : bear it 
“ aloft in battle ; and that myftic weapon ihall 
“ penetrate the fouls of the mifereants.” The 
Pope’s legate, the Bifhop of Puy, affected toliften 

■with 
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c h A p. with coldnefs and diftrult; but the revelation was 
LVm. ea g er iy accepted by Count Raymond, whom his 
faithful fubjeet, in the name of the apoftle, had 
chofen for the guardian of the holy lance. The 
experiment was refolved ; and on the third day, 
after a due preparation of prayer and falling, the 
prieltsof Marfeilles introduced twelve truftyfpec- 
tators, among whom were the Count and his chap- 
lain ; and the church-doors were barred again ft 
the impetuous multitude. The ground was 
opened in the appointed place ; but the workmen , 
who relieved each other, dug to the depth of 
twelve feet without difcovering the object of their 
fearch. In the evening, when Count Raymond 
had withdrawn to his poll, and the weary aflif- 
tants began to murmur, Bartholemy, in hislhirt, 
and without his Ihoes, boldly defcendedinto the 
pit; the darknefs of the hour and of the place 
enabled him to fecret and depolit the head of a 
Saracen lance; and the firfl lound, the iirft 
gleam, of the fteel was faluted with a devout 
rapture. The holy lance was drawn from its 
recefs, wrapt in a veil of fdk and gold, and ex- 
pofed to the veneration of the crufaders ; their 
anxious fufpence burft forth in a general lliout 
of joy and hope, and the delponding troops Were 
again inflamed with the enthufiafm of valour. 
Whatever had been the arts, and whatever 
might be the fentiments of the chiefs, they fkil- 
fully improved this fortunate revolution by every 
aid that difeipline and devotion could afford. 
The foldiers were difmifl’ed to their quarters with 
an injundtion to fortify their minds and bodies 

for 
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for the approaching conflict, freely to bellow chap. 
their lalt pittance on themfelves and their horfes, lvhi. ^ 
and to expert with the dawn of day the lignal ot 
victory. On the feltival of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
the gates of Antioch were thrown open : a mar- 
tial pfalm, “ Let the Lord arife, and let his 
«* enemies be fcattered !” was chaunted by a 
proceflion of priells and monks; the battle array 
was marlhalled in twelve divilions, in honour of 
the twelve apollles; and the holy lance, in the 
abl'ence of Raymond, was entrufted to the hands 
of his chaplain. The influence of this relic or 
trophy was felt by the fervants, and perhaps by 
the enemies, of Chrift"; and its potent energy 
was heightened by an accident, a ftratagem, or 
a rumour, of a miraculous complexion. Three Ccieftiai 
knights in white garments and refplendent arms, warnor '’ 
either iffued, or feemed to iflue, from the hills: 
the voice of Adhemar, the Pope’s legate, pro- 
claimed them as the martyrs St. George, St. Theo- 
dore, and St. Maurice ; the tumult of battle 
allowed no time for doubt or ferutiny ; and the 
welcome apparition dazzled the eyes or the ima- 
gination of a fanatic army. In the feafon of 
danger and triumph, the revelation of Bartho- 
lemy of Marleilles was unanitnoufly alferted; but 
as foon as the temporary fervice was accom- 
plilhed, the perfonal dignity and liberal alms 
which the Count of Tholoufe derived from the 

The Mahometan Aboulmahafen (apud de Guignes, tom. ii. p. ii. 
p. 95.) is more corre< 5 l in his account of the holy lance than the Chrif- 
tians, Anna Comnena and Abulpharagius : the Greek Princefs con- 
founds it with a nail of the crol's ( 1 . xi. p. 336-); the Jacobite primate, 
with St. Peter’s ftaff (p. 34*0* , 

cuftody 
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chap, cuftody of the holy lance, provoked the envy, 

. L ^ IIr ~ , and awakened the reafon, of his rivals. A Nor- 
man clerk prefumed to lift, with a philofophic 
lpirit, the truth of the legend, the circumltances 
of the difcovery, and the character of the pro- 
phet ; and the pious Bohemond afcribed their 
deliverance to the merits and interceflion of Chrifl 
alone. For a while, the Provincials defended 
their^national palladium with clamours and arms ; 
and new vifions condemned to death and hell 
the profane fceptics, who prefumed to fcrutinil’e 
the truth and merit of the difcovery. The pre- 
valence of incredulity compelled the author to 
fubmit his life and veracity to the judgment of 
God. A pile of dry faggots, four feet high, and 
fourteen long, was created in the midft of the 
camp ; the flames burnt fiercely to the elevation 
of thirty cubits ; and a narrow path of twelve 
inches was left for the perilous trial. The un- 
fortunate pried of Marfeilles traverfed the fire 
with dexterity and fpeed ; but his thighs and 
belly were fcorched by the intenfe heat ; he ex- 
pired the next day ; and the logic of believing 
minds will pay fome regard to his dying pro- 
teftations of innocence and truth. Some efforts 
were made by the Provincials to fubftitute a crofs, 
a ring, or a tabernacle, in the place of the holy 
lance, which foon vanifhed in contempt and ob- 
livion' 00 . Yet the revelation of Antioch is 

gravely 

tco The two antagonifh who exprefs the moft intimate knowledge and 
the ftrongeft con vision of the miracle, and of the fraud , are Raymond 
des Agiles, and Radulphus Cadomenfis, the one attached to the Count 
of Tholoufe, the other to the Norman prince* Fulcherius Carnotenfis 

prefumes 
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gravely affertcd by fucceeding hiftorians ; and CHAP. 
’ llich is the progrefs of credulity, that miracles, . LV ^ IL , 
molt doubtful on the fpot and at the moment, 
will be received with implicit faith at a conve* 
nient dillance of time and fpace. 

The prudence or fortune of the Franks had The fate 
delayed their invafion till the decline of the Turks and 
Turkilh empire t0 '. Under the manly govern- caliph* of 
ment of the three fil’d Sultans, the kingdoms of Egypt ’ 
Alia were united in peace and judice ; and the 
innumerable armies which they led in perfon 
were equal in courage and fuperior in difcipline, 
to the Barbarians of the Wed. But nt the time 
of the crufade, the inheritance of Malek Shaw 
was difputed by his four fons ; their private ambi- 
tion was infenlible of the public danger; and, in 
the viciflitudes of their fortune, the royal vafials 
were ignorant, or regardlefs, of the true object of 
their allegiance. The twenty-eight emirs who 
marched with the dandard of Kerboga, were his 
rivals or enemies ; their hady levies were drawn 
from the towns and tents of Mefopotamia and 
Syria ; and the Turkilh veterans were employed 
or confumed in the civil wars beyond the Tigris. 

The Caliph of Egypt embraced this opportunity 
of weaknefs and dilcord, to recover his ancient 
poffelfions ; and his Sultan Aphdal befieged Je- 
rufalem and Tyre, expelled the children of Ortok, 


prefumes to fay, Audite fraudem et non fraudem ! and afterwards, In- 
venit lanceam, fallaciter occultatam forfitan. The reft of the herd are 
loud and ftrenuous* 

101 See M. de Guignes, (tom. ii. p.ii. p. 223, See.) ; and the articles 
•f Barkiarokj Mohammed} Sangiart in D’tferbelot. 

and 
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. and reftored in Palelline the civil and ecclefififtical 

t authority of the Fatimites 1 *. They heard with 
aftonilhment of the vaft armies of Chriltians that 
had patTed from Europe to Alia, and rejoiced in 
the lieges and battles which broke the power of 
the Turks, the adverlaries of their fe6l and mo- 
narchy. But the fame Chriltians were the ene- 
mies of the prophet ; and from the overthrow of 
Nice and Antioch, the motive of their enterprife, 
which was gradually underltood, would urge 
them forwards to the banks of the Jordan, or 
perhaps of the Nile. An intereourfe of epiltles 
and em bailies, which rofe and fell with the events 
of war, was maintained between the throne ot 
Cairo and the camp of the Latins ; and their ad- 
verse pride was the refult of ignorance and en- 
thufiafm. The minifters of Egypt declared in 
an haughty, or infinuated in a milder tone, that 
their fovereign, the true and lawful commander 
of the faithful, had refcued Jerufalem from the 
Turkilh yoke ; and that the pilgrims, if they 
would divide their numbers, and lay alide their 
arms, lhould find a fafe and holpitable reception 
at the fepulchre of Jefus. In the belief of their 
loft condition, the Caliph Moftali defpifed their 
arms and imprifoned their deputies: the conquell 
and victory of Antioch prompted him to folicit 
thofe formidable champions with gifts of horles 

102 The Emir, or Sultan Aphdal, recovered Jerufalem and Tyre, 
A, H. 489 (Renaudot, Hift. Patriarch. Alexandria p. 478. De Guig- 
jies, tom. i. p. 249. from Abulfeda and Ben Schounah). Jerufalem 
ante adventum veilrum recuperavimus, Turcos ejecimus, fay the Fati- 
mite ambafladors. 

and 
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and Hlk robes, of vafes, and purfes of gold and CHAP, 
fiver ; and in his eilimate of their merit or , LV1Ii ~ ; 
power, the firft place was afligned to Bohemond, 
and the fecond to Godfrey. In either fortune 
the anfwer of the crufaders was firm and uni- 
form : they difclained to inquire into the private 
claims or poflelfions of the followers of Mahomet : 
whatsoever was his name or nation, the ufurper 
of Jerufalem was their enemy; and infiead of 
prefcribing the mode and terms of their pilgrim- 
age, it was only by a timely fur-render of the city 
and province, their facred right, that he could 
deferve their alliance, or deprecate their impend- 
ing and irrefiftible attack 

Yet this attack, when they were within the Delay of 
view and reach of their glorious prize, was fuf- the Franks » 
pended above ten months after the defeat of Ker- I0 ^ D ' 
boga. The zeal and courage of the crufaders July— 
were chilled in the moment of victory ; and, in- I0 ^* D 
Head of marching to improve the confternation, May. 
they haftily difperfed to enjoy the luxury, of 
Syria. The caufes of this ftrange delay may be 
found in the want of ftrength and Subordination. 

In the painful and various Service of Antioch, 
the cavalry was annihilated ; many thoufands of 
every rank had been loft by famine, licknels, 
and del’ertion ; the fame abufe of plenty had 
heen productive of a third famine ; and the al- 


10J See the tranfo< 5 lions between the Caliph of Egypt and the crufa- 
ders, in William of Tyre ( 1 . iv. c. 314. 1 . vi. c. 19.) and Albert Aquenfis 
(1. iii. c. 59.), who are more fenfiblc of their importance, than the con- 
temporary writers* 


ternative 
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LVIII. 


Their 

inarch to 
Jerufalem, 

A. D. 
1099. 
May 1 — 
June 6. 


ternative of intemperance and diftrefs, had ge- 
nerated a peflilence, which fvvept away above 
fifty thoufand of the pilgrims. Few were able 
to command, and none were willing to obey 
the domeftic feuds, which had been ftifled by 
common fear, were again renewed in a6ls, or at 
leaf! in fentiments, of hoftility ; the fortune of 
Baldwin and Bohemond excited the envy of their 
companions; the braveft knights were enlifted for 
the defence of their new principalities; and Count 
Raymond exhaufted his troops and treafures in 
an idle expedition into the heart of Syria. The 
winter was confumed in difcord and diforder ; a 
fenfe of honour and religion was rekindled in the 
fpring ; and the private foldiers lefs fufceptible 
of ambition and jealoufy, awakened with angry 
clamours the indolence of their chiefs. In the 
month of May, the relics of this mighty hoft 
proceeded from Antioch to Laodicea; about forty 
thoufand Latins, of whom no moi'e than fifteen 
hundred horfe, and twenty thoufand foot, were 
capable of immediate fervice. Their eafy march 
was continued between Mount Libanus and the 
fea-fhore ; their wants were liberally fupplied by 
the coafting traders of Genoa and Pifa ; and they 
drew large contributions from the emirs of Tri- 
poli, Tyre,Sidon, Acre, and Caelarea,whogranted 
a free paflage, and promifed to follow the ex- 
ample of Jerulalem. From Cmfarea they ad- 
vanced into the midland country ; their clerks re- 
cognifed the facred geography of Lydda, Ramla, 
Emaus, and Bethlem,and as foon as they defcried 

the 
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the holy city, the cruliiders forgot their toils C n A P. 

. ' LVIII. 

'mid claimed their reward ‘ J,< . , » 

Jerulalem has derived feme reputation from Siege and 
the number and importance of her memorable 
lieges. It was not till after a long and obftinate A.D.1099. 
con tell that Babylon and Rome could prevail J ^ 7 ~ 
againlt the obltinacy of the people, the craggy 
ground that might fuperlede the neceliity of 
fortifications, and the walls and towers that 
would have fortified the moll acccilible plain 1 
Thele obftacles were diminifhed in the age of 
the crufades. The bulwarks had been com- 
pletely deftroyed and imperfectly reftored : the 
Jews, their nation, and worlhip, were for ever 
hanilhed ; but nature is lefs changeable than 
man, and the fite of Jerulalem, though fomewhat 
tbftened and fomewhat removed, was ltill Iti’ong 
againft the afl’aults of an enemy. By the ex- 
perience of a recent liege, and a three years’ 
polleflion, the Saracens of Egypt liad been 
taught to difcern, and in lbme degree to re- 
medy, the defeats of a place, which religion as 
well as honour forbade them to relign. Aladin, 
or Htikhar, the caliph’s lieutenant, was entrufted 
with the defence : his policy ftrovc to reltrain 
the native Chritlians by the dread of their own 

1 "■* The greatefl part of the march of the Franks is traced, and moll 
accurately traced, in Maundrell’s Journey from Aleppo to Jerulalem 
(p. 17 — 67.); un des meilleurs morceaux, fans contredit, qu 'on ait 
dans ce genre (D’Anville, Memoire fur Jerulalem, p. 37.}. 

,cS See the rnaftcrly defeription of Tacitus (Hill. v. ii, 12, * 3 *)» 
who fuppofes, that the Jewilh lawgivers had provided for a perpetual 
Hate of hoftility againft the reft of mankind. 

VOL. XI. G 


riun 
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’• min and that of the holy fepulchre ; to animate 
J the Modems by the aft u ranee of temporal and 
eternal rewards. His garrifon is laid to have 
confided of forty thoufand Turks and Arabians; 
and if he could muder twenty thoufand of the 
inhabitants, it mud be con felled that the be- 
fieged were more numerous than the befieging 
army ,c6 . Had the diininidied drength and 
numbers of the Latins allowed them to grafp 
the whole circumference of four thoufand yards 
(about two Englilh miles and a half 10 ), to what 
ufeful purpofefiiould they havedefeendedintothe 
valley of Ben Himnion and torrent of Cedron 108 , 
or approached the precipices of the South and 
Ead, from whence they had nothing either to 
hope or fear? Their liege was more reafonably 
directed againd the northern and weliern fides 

jofi 'pj ie il v e T y fcepticiTrri of Voltaire is balanced with fenfc and eru- 
dition by the French author of the Efprit dcs Cruiadcs (toin.iv. p, 386. 
— 388.), who oblcrves, that, according to the Arabians, the inhabitants 
of Jerufalem mull have exceeded 200,000 ; that in the liege of Titus, 
Jofephus collects 1,300,000 Jews ; that they are Hated by Tacitus 
himfelf at 600,000 ; and that: the largefi defalcation, that his accept - 
mus can juflify, will Hill leave them more numerous than the Roman 
army. 

u 7 Maundrell, who diligently perambulated the walls, found a circuit 
of 4630 paces, or 4167 Englilh yards (p.109, no.) ; from an authentic 
plan, D’Anville concludes a meafure nearly limilar, of i960 French 
to'ifes (p. 23 — 29.), in his icarce and valuable tracH. For the topo- 
graphy of Jerufalem, fee Reland (PaleHina, tom. ii. p. 832 — 860.). 

* rh Jerufalem was po defied only of the torrent of Kedron, dry in fum- 
mer, and of the little ipring or brook of Siloe (Reland, tom. i. p.294. 
300.). Roth Hrangers and natives complained of the want of water, 
which in time of war was Hudioufly aggravated. Within the city, 
Tacitus mentions a perennial fountain, an aquedu&, and ciHerns for 
rain water. The aqucdmft was conveyed from the rivulet Tekoe or 
Etham, which is likewife mentioned by Bohadin (in Vit. Saladin. 
p. 238.). 

of 
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of the city. Godfrey of Bouillon ere£ted his CHAP. 
Itundard on the fil'd fvvell of Mount Calvary: to . I ' VI,[ ' 
the left as far as St. Stephen’s gate, the line of 
attack was continued by Tancred and the two 
Roberts; and Count Raymond edablifhed his 
quarters from the citadel to the foot of Mount 
Sion, which was no longer included within the 
preeindls of the city. On the fifth day, the 
crufaders made a general aflault, in the fanatic 
hope of battering down the walls without en- 
gines, and of foiling them without ladders. By 
the dint of brutal force, they bur/t the fi.ft bar- 
rier, but they were driven back with flnime and 
daughter to the camp : the influence of vifion 
and prophecy was deadened by the too fre- 
quent abufe of thofe pious dratagems ; and 
time and labour were found to be the only 
means of victory. The time of the fiege was 
indeed fulfilled in forty days, but they were 
forty days of' calamity and anguifh. A repeti- 
tion of the old complaint of famine may be im- 
puted in fome degree to the voracious or dif- 
ordcrly appetite of the Franks ; but the flony 
foil of Jerufalem is almoft deflitute of water ; 
the fcanty fprings and baity torrents were dry in 
the dimmer feafon ; nor was the third of the 
befiegers relieved, as in the city, by the arti- 
ficial fupply of cilterns and aquedu6ts. The 
circumjacent country is equally deflitute of 
trees for the ufes of iliade or building: but fome 
large beams were difeovered in a cave by the 
crufaders : a wood near Sichem, the enchanted 


o 2 


grove 
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chap, grove of Tailb was cut down : the neceflary 
LVI11 - timber was tranfported to the camp by the 
’ vigour and dexterity of Tancred ; and the en- 
gines were framed by fome Genoefe artifts, who 
had fortunately landed in the harbour of Jaffa. 
Two moveable turrets were con fir inSted at the 
expence, and in the ftations, of the Duke of 
Lorraine and the Count of Tholoule, and rolled 
forwards with devout labour, not to the moft 
acceflible, but to the molt neglected parts, of 
the fortification. Raymond’s tower was re- 
duced to allies by the fire of the befieged, but 
his colleague w’as more vigilant and fuccefsful ; 
the enemies were driven by his archers from the 
rampart: the draw-bridge was let down; and on 
a Friday at three in the afternoon, the day and 
hour of the PafHon, Godfrey of Bouillon flood 
victorious on the walls of Jemfalem. His ex- 
ample was followed on every fide by the emula- 
tion of valour ; and about four hundred and 
fixty years after the conqueft of Omar, the holy 
city was rcfcued from the Mahometan yoke. In 
the pillage of public and private wealth, the ad- 
venturers had agreed to refpedl the exclufive 
property of the firft occupant ; and the fpoils of 
the great mofque, feventy lamps and malfy vafes 
of gold and lilver, rewarded the diligence, and 
difplayed the generofity, of Tancred. A bloody 
lacrifice was offered by his miftaken votaries to 

ic * Gierufalemme Liberata, canto xiii. It is pleafant enough to 
©bferve how TafTo has copied and embelli/hed the minuteft details of 
the liege. 


the 
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. the God of' the Cl initial i<; : refiftance might pro- C II A P. 
voke, but neither age nor lex could mollify, , LVI1L . 
their implacable rage: they indulged themfelves 
three days in a promifcuous maJlacre ,K: ; and the 
infection of the dead bodies produced an epide- 
mical dileafe. After feventy thoufand Modems 
had been put to the fword, and the harmlels 
Jews had been burnt in their fynagogue, they 
could Itill refervc a multitude of captives whom 
intereft or Jailitude perfuaded them to fpare. Of 
thefe favagc heroes of the crofs, Tailored alone 
betrayed lbme feutiments of companion ; yet we 
may praife the more l’eihlh lenity of Raymond, 
who granted a capitulation and fafe-coiulu6t to 
the garril’on of the citadel 1 ". The holy fepid- 
chre was now free ; and the bloody victors pre- 
pared to accomplilh their vow. Bareheaded and 
barefoot, with contrite hearts, and in an bumble 
pofture, they afeended the hill of Calvary, amidll 
the loud anthems of the clergy; killed the done 
which had covered the Saviour of the world; and 
bedewed with tears of joy and penitence the mo- 
nument of their redemption. This union of the 
fiereelt and mod tender padions has been vari- 
oudy conlidered by two philolbpliers ; by the 

Betides the Latins, who arc not afhamed of the maflacrc, fee 
Elmacin (Milt. Saracen, p. 363.), Ahulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 243.), and 
M. de Guigncs (torn ih p. ii. p. 99.), from AbnulmahaJen. 

111 The old tower Plephina, in the middle ages Neblola, was named 
Caftellum Vifanum, from the Patriarch Daimbert. It is kill the citadel, 
the refMence of the Tuvkifh aga, and commands a profpedt of the Dead 
Sea, Judea, and Arabia (D'Anville* p. 19 — 23.). Jt was likewife called 
the Tower oi .David, •zvgyot k ecu ^ sys (is $-<x to ;. 

« 3 


one, 
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c H A P. one "% as eafy and natural ; by the other as 
, ab Aircl and incredible. Perhaps it is too rigor- 

oufly applied to the fame perfons and the lame 
hour : the example of the virtuous Godfrey 
awakened the piety of his companions ; while 
they cleanfed their bodies, they purified their 
minds; nor fhall I believe that the mod ardent 
in (laughter and rapine were the foremoft in the 
procefiion to the holy fepulehre. 


Election Eight days after this memorable event, wliich 

amlici;;n p 0 . )e [] r ]j Un ( |j ( { 110 t live to hear, the Latin 

of Godfrey } ( t 

of i3ou- chiefs proceeded to the election of a Kinj;, to 

A°D i gnard and govern their conquefts in Palcftine. 

jidv'13— - Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres, 


A.D. 1100, } ia j retired with Come lofs of reputation, which 
Jul> l8 ' they itrove to regain by a fecond cm fide and 


an honourable death. Baldwin was eltablifiied 


at Ed e Aa, and Bohemond at Antioch ; and 
two Roberts, the Duke of Normandy " 4 and the 
Count of Flanders, preferred their fair inheri- 
tance in the Weft to a doubtful competition or a 
barren feeptre. The jealouly and ambition of 
Raymond were condemned by his own followers, 
and the free, the juft, the unanimous voice of 


T,; Hume, in his Hiftory of England, vol. i. p. 311, 312. odlavo 
edition. 

11 i Voltaire, in Ills Eflai fur I’Hiitoire Cenerale, tom. ii. c. 54. 
P-345* 346. 

1,4 The Englifh aferibe to Robert of Normandy, and the Provincials 
to Raymond of Tholoufe, the glory of refuting the crown; but the 
honeft voice of tradition has preferved the memory of the ambition and 
revenge (Villehardouin, N’ 136.) of the Count of St. ( GiIes. He died 
at the fiege of Tripoli, which was polTelTed by his descendants. 

the 
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. the army, proclaimed Godfrey of Bouillon the firft chap. 
and mod worthy of the champions of Cl) rift- , LV | 11, J 
endom. His tnagnar.imity accepted a trull as 
full of danger as of glory ; but in a city where 
his Saviour had been crowned with thorns, the 
devout pilgrim rejected the name and eniigns of 
royalty ; and the founder of the kingdom of 
Jerufalem contented himfelf with the modeft 
title of Defender and Baron of the Holy Sepul- 
chre. His government of a (ingle year 11 ', too 
fliort for the public happinefs, was interrupted in 
the firft fortnight by a fummons to the field by 
the approach of the vizir or fultan of Egypt, 
who had been too flow' to prevent, but who was 
impatient to avenge, the lots of Jerufalem. His 
total overthrow in the battle of Afcalon fealed 
the eftablifhment of the Latins in Syria, and lig- 
nalized the valour of the French Princes, who in 
this action bade a long farewell to the holy wars. 

Some glory might be derived from the pro- Battle of 
diii’ious inequality of numbers, though I fhall 

0 ; ■ 1 O 1 ,, '1 „ A.D.x 099, 

not count the myriads of horle and foot on Auguft 12. 
the fide of the Fatiinites ; but, except three 
thou land Ethiopians or Blacks, who were armed 
with flails, or feourges of iron, the Barbarians of 
the South fled on the firft onfet, and afforded a 
pleafing comparifon between the active valour of 
the Turks and the floth and effeminacy of the 
natives of Egypt. After fufpending before the 
holy fepulchre the fword and ftandard of the 


I1 ‘ > See the election, the battle of Afcalon, &c. in William of Tyre, 
1 . ix. c. 1 — 1 a* and in the conclufion of the Latin hiftorians of the 
firft crufade. 

g 4 fultan, 
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c h A P. fultan, the new King (he defines the title) cm- 
LV ilJ ~ braced his departing companions, and could 
retain only with the gallant Tailored three hun- 
dred knights, and two thousand tbot-foldiers, for 
the defence of Paiedine. Mis fovereignty was 
foon attacked by a new enemy, the only one 
againft whom Godfrey was a coward. Adhemar, 
Bilhop of Puy, who excelled both in council and 
action, had been l’wept away in the laft plague of 
Antioch ; the remaining ecclelialtics preserved 
only the pride and avarice of their charadter ; 
and their (editions clamours had required that, the 
choice of a bilhop fhould precede that of a King. 
The revenue and jurifdiltion of the lawful pa- 
triarch were ufurped by the Latin clergy : the 
cxclulion of the Greeks and Syrians was juflified 
by the reproach of hcrefy or lchilin ; and, un- 
der the iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental 
Chriftians regretted the tolerating government 
of the Arabian caliphs. Daimbert, Archbifhopof 
Pifa, had long been trained in t he fecret policy of 
Rome : he brought a fleet of his countrymen to 
the fuccour of the Holy Land, and was inltalled, 
without a competitor, the fpiritual and temporal 
head of the clmrcli. The new patriarch 11 im- 
mediately grafped the feeptre which had been 
acquired by the toil and blood of the victorious 
pilgrims ; and both Godfrey and Bohemond fiib- 
mitted to receive at his hands the invefliturc of 

Renaudot, Ilift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 479. 

1,7 See the claims of the Patriarch Daimbert, in William of Tyie 
(I. ix. c. 15 — 18. x. 4- 7* 9*)> who aflerts with marvellous candour the 
independence of the conquerors and kings of Jerufalem. 


their 
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their feudal pofteftions. Nor was this ( efficient ; c tl A p. 
Daimbert claimed the immediate property of 
Jcrulalein and Jaffa: in Head of a firm and ge- 
nerous refufal, t!ie hero negotiated with the 
prieft j a quarter of either city was ceded to the 
church ; and the inodetl Bifliop was fatisfied with 
an eventual reverfion of the reft, on the death 
of Godfrey without children, or on the future 
acquifition of a new feat at Cairo or Damafcus. 

Without this indulgence, the conqueror would The kin s- 
have almoll been (tripped of his infant kingdom, ruialern, 
which confifted only of Jerufalem and Jaftii, with A.D. 109, 
about twenty villages and towns of the adjacent Il8? ' 
country l,s . Within this narrow verge, the Maho- 
metans were (till lodged in fome impregnable 
cattles ; and the hufbandman, the trader, and the 
pilgrims, were expofed to daily and domeftic hof- 
tility. By the arms of Godfrey himl'elf, and of 
the tw r o Baldwins, his brother and coulin, who 
fucceededto the throne, the Latins breathed with 
more eale and fafety ; and at length they equal- 
led, in the extent of their dominions, though not 
in the millions of their fubje6ts, the ancient 
princes of Judah and Ilrael U9 . After the redue- 

11 : Willielm. Tyr. !• x - * 9 * ^ h° Hiftoria H ierofol y rnitana of Jaco- 

bus a Vitriaco. (l.i. c. 21 — 5 o.), and the Secrcta Fidelium Cruris of 
Marinus Sanutus (l.iii. p. i.)> deferibe the date and conquefts of the 
Latin kingdom of Jerufalem* 

Ill> An a&ual mufter, not including the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, 
gave David an army of 1,300,000, or 1,574,000 fighting men ; which, 
with the addition of women, children, and llaves, may imply a popu- 
lation of thirteen millions, in a country iixtv leagues in length, and 
thirty broad. The honeft and rational Le Clerc (Comment on ad 
Samuel xxiv. and ift Chronicles xxi.) reftuat angufto in limite, and 
mutters his iuipicion of a talfe tranlcrint ; a dangerous fufpicion ! 

tiou 
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c H A P. tion of the maritime cities of Laodicea, Tripoli, 

. , Tyre, and Afcalon which were powerfully 

a hided by the fleets of Venice, Genoa, and Pifa, 
and even of Flanders and Norway ,:i , the range 
of fea-coaft from Scanderoon to the borders of 
Egypt was poflefled by the Chriftian pilgrims. If 
the Prince of Antioch difelaimcd his lupremacy, 
the Counts of Edcfla and Tripoli owned them- 
felves the vaflfals of the King of Jerufalem : the 
Latins reigned beyond the Euphrates ; and the 
four cities of Hems, Hamah, Dainafcus, and 
Aleppo, were the only relicts of the Mahometan 
conquefts in Syria ,l *. The Jaws and language, 
the manners and titles, of the French nation and 
Latin church, were introduced into theie trail 1- 
marine colonies. According to the feudal jurif- 
prudence, the principal Hates and fubordinate 
baronies defeended in the line of male and female 
fucceflion 125 : but the children of the firlt con- 
querors, 

130 Tliefe fieges arc related, each in its proper place, in the great 
lii (lory of William of Tyre, from the ixtli to the xviiith book, aiul 
more briefly told by Bernardus Thcfaurarius (de Acquilitione Terra 
Sandsc, c. 89 — 98. p. 732 — 740.)* Some domellic fads are celebrated 
in the Chronicles of Pifa, Genoa, and Venice, in the vith, ixth, andxiitli 
tomes of Muratori. 

121 Quidam populus de infulis occidentis egreflus, et maxime de e;t 

parte quae Norvegia dicitur. William of Tyre (l xi. c. 14. p. 804.) 
marks their courfe per Britannicum mare et Calpen to the liege of 
Sidon. " 

122 Benelathir, apud de Guignes, Hill, des Huns, tom. ii. partii. 

P* *5°> 151- A. D. 1 127. He muft fpeak of the inland country. 

J ' :! Sanut very fenfibly defcants on the mifehiefs of female fucceflion, 
in a land, hoftibus circumdata, ubi cunda virilia et virtuofa effe debe- 
rent. Yet, at the Summons, and with the approbation, of her feudal 

lord, 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


Ol 


querors : ' 1 , a motley and degenerate race, were c H a v. 
iliflblved by the luxury of the climate; the arrival <_ ' i 

of new crutaders from Egypt- was a doubtful 
hope and a calual event. The fervice of the 
feudal tenures '- s was performed by fix hundred 
and fixty-fix knights, who might expefit the aid 
of two hundred more under the banner of the 
Count of Tripoli ; and each knight was attended 
to the field by four f juires or archers on horfe- 
baek 1 \ Five thouland and feventy-fivc Jerjeants, 
molt probably foot-fo!diers, were fupplied by the 
churches and cities ; and the whole legal militia 
of the kingdom could not exceed eleven thou- 
l’and men, a flender defence againft the furround- 
ing myriads of Saracens and Turks' 27 . But the 
firmed bulwark of Jerufalem was founded on the 


lord, a noble damfel was obliged to choofe a hufband and champion 
(Aflifes de Jerufalem, c. -242? &c.). See in M. de Guignes (Lorn. i. 
p. 44 r — 471-) the accurate and uleful tables of thefe dynafties, whi^h 
are chiefly drawn from the Lignngcs iCOutremer . 

13-4 They were called by delation Poullains , Pullaniy and their 
name is never pronounced without contempt (Du Cange, GIoflT. Latin, 
tom. v. p. 535. 5 and Obfervations fur Joinville, p. 84, 85. ; Jacob, 
a Vitriaco, Mitt. Hierofol. I. i. c. 67. 72.; and Sanut, 1. iii. p. viii. c. 2. 
p. 182.). Illuftrium virorum qui ad Terrae San&ae .... liberationem 
in ipfa manferunt degenercs filii .... in deliciis enutriti, molles et 
ciToeminati, &c. 

l ' r> This authentic detail is extracted from the Aflifes de Jerufalem 
(c.324. 326 —331.). Sanut (h iii. p. viii c. 1. p. 174.) reckons only 
518 knights, and 5773 followers. 

The fum total, and the divifion, afeertain the fervice of the 
three great baronies at 100 knights each; and tbe text of the Aflifes, 
which extends the number to 500, can only be juftified by this 
fuppofition. 

1:7 Yet on great emergencies (fays Sanut) the barons brought avo 
luntary aid ; decentem comitivam militum juxta flatum fuum. 

knights 
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c if A P. knights of the hofnital of St.John '% and of 

. LVnr ‘ ■ the temple of Solomon ' ; on the tt range affo- 

ciation of a monadic and military life, which 
fanaticifm might fugged, but which policy mud 
approve. The dower of the nobility of Europe 
afpired to wear the erofs, and to prof els the vows, 
of tiiele refpedabie orders ; their Ibirit and disci- 
pline were immortal ; and the fpeedy donation of 
twenty-eight thoniand farms, or manoVs en- 
abled them to fupport a regular force of cavalry 
and infantry for the defence of Paleftine. The 
aurterity of the convent foot) evaporated in the 
exercife of arms : the world was fcarulalized by 
the pride, avarice, and corruption of thefe Cbrif- 
tian foldiers j their claims of immunity and jurif- 
didion diftuvbcd the harmony of the church and 
Hate; and the public peace was endangered by 
their jealous emulation. Hat in their mod dif- 
fblute period, the knights of the hofpital and 


t:H William of Tyre (1 .wilt. c. 3, 4? S m ) relates the ignoble origin, 
and early infolence, of the Hofniialers, who foon defer tod their hum- 
ble patron, St John the E!ee\no r yn ary, for ‘he more auguffc character 
of St.John the lhiptifl (fee the mcfTeeleal flrue-glcs of Pagi, Critica, 
A. I). iczy. N 14 — 18.). They aiVumed the pro fe HI on of arms 
about the year 1 1 zo ; the hospital was mater; the Temple, fUia ; 
the Teutonic order was founded A. D. 119 o> at the liege of Acre 
(Mofheim, Jnflitut. p.389, 390.). 4 

See St. Bernard de Laude No vie Militise Tcmpli, compofed A.D. 
1133 — 1 1 3 6 > in Opp. tom. i. p. ii. p.<*4 7 - 563. edit. Mabillon, Venet. 
1 750. Such an encomium, which is thrown away on the dead Tem- 
plars, would be highly valued by the hiflorlans of Malta. 

n ' Matthew Paris, f lift. Major, p 544* I-e a -Tip us to the Hofpi- 
talers 19 ,000, to the Tern; Jars 9. 000 mancrio , a word of much higher 
import (as Du Cange has rightly obferved) in the Knglifh than in the 
French idiom. Mew or is a lordihip, memoir a dwelling. 


I 2 
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temple maintained their fearlefs and fanatic cha. c H A P. 
rafter : they neglected to live, but they were , tVIIL , 
prepared to die, in the lervice of Clirilt ; and the 
Ipirit of chivalry, the parent and offspring of the 
crulades, has been tranfplanted by this inlti- 
tution from the holy fepulchre to the iflc ot 
Malta ' 3 '. 

The ipirit of freedom, which pervades the Affile of 
feudal inititutions, was felt in its ftrongeft energy 
by the volunteers of the crofs, who elected for — 1369- 
their chief the moft deleaving of his peers. 

Ainidll the Haves of Alia, imconfcious of the 
leffbn or example, a model of political liberty 
was introduced : and the laws of the French 
kingdom are derived from the pureft fource of 
equality and juft ice. Of fuch laws, the firit and 
indifpenfable condition is the aflent of thole, 
whole obedience they require, and for whole 
benefit they are deligned. No fooner had God- 
frey of Bouillon accepted the office of fupreme 
magistrate, than he lolicited the public and pri- 
vate advice of the Latin pilgrims, who were the 
befllkilled in the ftatutes and cuftoms of Europe. 

From tliefe materials, with the counlel and ap- 
probation of the patriarch and barons, of the 
clergy and laity, Godfrey compofed the Assisk 
of Jerusalem ' 3 % a precious monument of feudal 

jurif 

131 In the three firfl books of the Hiftoire des Chevaliers de Multhe, 
par PAbbe de Vertot, the reader may amufe himlelf with a fair, and 
fometimes flattering, picture of the order, while it was employed for * 

the defence of Paleltine. The fubfequent books purfue their emigra- 
tions to Rhodes and Malta • 

133 The Afiifes de Jerufalem, in old Law-French, were printed with 

Beau- 
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ciiap. jurifprudence. The new code, attefted by the 
, LVIII ‘ , feals of the King, the patriarch, and the vifcount 
of Jerufalem, was depofited in the holy fepulchre, 
enriched with the improvements of fucceeding 
times, and refpefitfully confulted as often as any 
doubtful queftion arofe in the tribunals of Pa- 
leftine. With the kingdom and city, all was 
loft 13 ; the fragments of the written law were 
preferred by jealous tradition 134 and variable 
practice till the middle of the thirteenth cen- 
tury : the code was reftored by the pen of John 
dTbelin, Count of Jaffa, one of the principal 
feudatories 35 ; and the final revilion was accom- 
plillied in the year thirteen hundred and lixty- 


Beaumanoir’s Coiitumes de Beau vo! (is (Bourges and Paris, 1690, in 
folio), and illuftrated by Gafpard Thaumus de la Thaumafliere, with 
a comment and glofikry. A11 Italian verfion had been publifhed in 
1535, at Venice, for the ufe of the kingdom of Cyprus. 

1 A la terre perdue, tout fut perdu, is the vigorous expreflion of the 
A (life (c. 281.). Yet Jerufalem capitulated with Saladin; the Queen 
anti the principal Chriftians departed in peace ; and a code lb precious 
and lb portable could not provoke the avarice of the conquerors. I 
have fometimes fufpedled the exigence of this original copy of the 
Holy Sepulchre, which might be invented lo famftify and authenticate 
the traditionary cuftorns of the French in Palellinc. 

134 A noble lawyer, Raoul de Tabarie, denied the prayer of King 
Amauri (A. D. 1193 — 1205), that he would commit his knowledge 
to writing ; and frankly declared, quo de ce qu’il favoit ne feroit il ja 
mil borjois fon parcill, ne null fage hornme leftre (c. 281.). 

' 3S The compiler of this work, Jean d’lbclin, was Count of Jaffa 
and Afcalon, Lord of Ban th (Reritus) and Rallies, and died A. D. 1266 
(Sanut, J- hi p. ii. c. c. 8<). The family of Ibelin, which defeended 
from a younger brother of a Count of Chartres in France, long flou- 
rifhed in Palellinc and Cyprus (fee the Lignages de dc 9a Mer, or 
D’Outremer, c. 6. at the end of the Affiles de Jerufalem, an original 
hook, which records the pedigrees of the French adventurers). 

1 6 nine. 
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nine, for the ufe of the Latin kingdom ofc H A P. 


lviii. 


Cyprus ,3S 

The jufticc and freedom of the conftitution Court of 
were maintained by two tribunals of unequal P eer *- 


dignity, which were inftituted by Godfrey of 
Bouillon after the conqueft of Jerufalem. The 
King, in perlbn, prefided in the upper-court, the 
court of the barons. Of thele the four moll 
confpicuous were the Prince of Galilee, the Lord 
of Sidon and Caeiarea, and the Counts of Jaffa 
and Tripoli, who, perhaps with the conflable and 
marlhal' 37 , were in a fpecial manner the com- 
peers and judges of each other. But all the no- 
bles, who held their lands immediately of the 
crown, were entitled and bound to attend the 
King’s court, and each baron exercifed a limilar 
jurifilifilion in the fubordinate alfemblies of his 
own feudatories. The connexion of lord and 
vaflal was honourable and voluntary : reverence 
was due to the benefactor, protection to the de- 
pendent ; but they mutually pledged their faith 
to each other ; and the obligation on either fide 
might be fufpcnded by neglect or diffolved by 
injury. The cognifance of marriages and tella- 
mcnts was blended with religion, and ufurped by 
the clergy ; but the civil and criminal caules of 
the nobles, the inheritance and tenure of their 


,i6 By fixteen commiffioners chofen in the Hates of the iftand ; the 
work was finifhed the 3d oF November 1369, fealed with four leals, 
and depofited in the cathedral of Nicofia (fee the preface to the 
Affiles). 

ii7 The cautious John d’lbelin argues, rather than affirms, that 
Tripoly is the fourth barony, and exprefles feme doubt concerning 
the right or pretenfion of the conftable and marfhai (c. 333.), 

fiefs, 
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LVIJJ. 


Law of ju- 
dicial com- 
bats. 


r. fiefs, formed the proper occupation of the fu-. 
preme court. Kadi member was the judge and 
guardian both of public and private rights. It 
was his duty to albert with his tongue and fword 
the lawful claims of the lord ; but if an unjuft 
fupcrior prefumed to violate the freedom or 
property of a valla 1, the confederate peers flood 
forth to maintain his quarrel by word and deed. 
They boldly affirmed his innocence and his 
wrongs; demanded the reftitution of his liberty 
or his lands ; fufpended, after a fruit Ids demand, 
their own ferviee ; refcucd their brother from 
prifon ; and employed every weapon in his de- 
fence, without offering dire6t violence to the 
perfon of their lord, which was ever facred in 
their eyes 138 . In their pleadings, replies, and 
rejoinders, the advocates of the court were lub- 
tile and copious ; but the life of argument and 
evidence was often fuperleded by judicial com- 
bat; and the Aflile of Jerulalem admits in many 
cafes this barbarous inftitution, which has been 
flowly abolifhed hv the laws and manners of 
Europe. 

The trial by battle was eftabliflied in all cri- 
minal cafes, which affected the life, or limb, or 
honour, of any pcrlbn ; and in all civil trail £ 
a6tions, of or above the value of one mark of 

Entre feignor et liomme ne n’a que la foi ; .... mais tant que 
l’homme doit a fon feignor reverence en toutes chofes(c. 206.). Tons 
les hoinmes dudit royaume font par la dite Afllfe tenus les uns as 
autres ... . et en celle maniere que le feignor mette main on face 
mettre au cors ou au fie d’aucun d'yaus fans efgard et fans connoiflance 
de court, que tous les autres doivent venir devant le feignor, &c. (212.), 
The form of their remonftrances is conceived with the noble fimpli- 
oity of freedom. 

filver. 
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filver. It appears, that in criminal cafes the C H A P. 
combat was the privilege of the accufer, who, ■ LVm ‘ 
except in a charge of treafon, avenged his per- 
fonal injury, or the death of thofe perfons whom 
he had a right to reprefent; but wherever, from 
the nature of the charge, teftimony could be 
obtained, it was neceflary for him to produce 
witnelfes of the fa6l. In civil cafes, the combat 
was not allowed as the means of eftabli filing the 
claim of the demandant; but he was obliged to 
produce witnelfes who had, or alfumed to have, 
knowledge of the fac'd;. The combat was then the 
privilege of the defendant ; becaufe lie charged 
the witnefs with an attempt by perjury to take 
away his right. He came therefore to be in the 
fame lituation as the appellant in criminal cafes. 

It was not then as a mode of proof that the 
combat was received, nor as making negative 
evidence (according to the fuppofition of Mon- 
telquieu'^); but in every cafe the right to oiler 
battle was founded on the right to purfue by 
arms the redrefs of an injury; and the judicial 
combat was fought on the fame principle, and 
with the fame fpirit, as a private duel. Cham- 
pions were only allowed to women, and to men 
maimed or patt the age ol lixty. The con- 
fequence of defeat was death to the perfon ac- 
culed, or to the champion or witnels, as well as 
to the accufer himfelf : but in civil calcs, the 

r j<? See I’Efprit des Loix, I. xxviii. In the fort 7 years finee it* 
publication, no work has been more read and cri tidied ; and the 
fpirit of enquiry which it has excited* is not the IcaJt of our obliga- 
tions to the author. 

VOL. XI. 
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demandant 
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. demandant was puniflied with infamy and the' 
; lofs of his fuit, while his witnefs and champion 
fullered an ignominious death. In many cafes it 
was in the option of the judge to award or to 
refufe the combat: but two are ipecified, in 
which it was the inevitable refult of the chal- 
lenge ; if a faithful vaflfal gave the lie to his 
compeer, who unjuftly claimed any portion 
of their lord’s demefncs; or if an unfuccefsful 
fuitor prefumed to impeach the judgment and 
veracity of the court. lie might impeach them, 
but the terms were fevere and perilous: in the 
fame day he fucccffivelyfought all the members of 
the tribunal, even thofe who had been abfent : a 
lingle defeat was followed by death and infamy; 
and were none could hope for victory, it is highly 
probable that none would adventure the trial. 
In the Aflife of Jcrufalem, the legal l'ubtlety of 
the Count of Jaffa is more laudably employed to 
elude, than to facilitate, the judicial combat, 
which he derives from a principle of honour 
rather than of fuperllition ,4 °. 

Among the caufes which enffanchifed the ple- 
beians from the yoke of feudal tyranny, theinfti- 
tution of cities and corporations is one of the 
molt powerful; and if thole of Paleltine are co- 
eval with the full crulade, they may be ranked 
with the moll ancient of the Latin world. Many 

140 For the intelligence of this obfcure and obfolete jurifprudence 
(c. 80 — ill.), I am deeply indepted to the friendfhip of a learned 
lord, who, with an accurate and difeerfting eye, has furveyed the 
philofophic hiftory of law. By his fludies, pofterity might be en- 
riched : the merit of the orator and the judge can be felt only by his 
contemporaries, 

1 1 of 
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of the pilgrims had efcaped from their lords C It A P. 
under the banner of the crofs ; and it was the , LV ^ IIT ‘ | , 
policy of the French princes to tempt their Hay 
by the affurance of the rights and privileges of 
freemen. It is exprefsly declared in the Aflife 
of Jerufalem, that after militating, for his knights 
and barons, the court of Peers, in which he pre- 
lided lumfelf, Godfrey of Bouillon eftablifhed a 
fecond tribunal, in which his perfon was repre- 
fented by his vifeount. The jurifdi£lion of this 
inferior court extended over the burgefles'of the 
kingdom ; and it was compofed of a feleet num- 
ber of the moft difereet and worthy citizens, who 
were {’worn to judge, according to the laws, of 
the actions and fortunes of their equals' 4 '. In 
the conquefl and fettlement of new cities, the 
example of Jerufalem was imitated by the kings 
and their great vaflals; and above thirty limilar 
corporations were founded before the lofs of the 
Holy Land. Another clafs of fubjects, the Sy- Syrians, 
rians 4 % or Oriental Chrillians, were opprefled 
by the zeal of the clergy, and protected by the 
toleration of the Hate. Godfrey lillcned to their 
realonable prayer, that they might be judged by 
their own national laws. A third court was in- 
ftituted for their life, of limited and domeftic 

141 Louis le Gros, who is confidered as the father of this inftitution 
in France, did not begin his reign till nine years D, 1108) after 
Godfrey of Bouillon (Affiles, c. 2. 324.). Forks origin and effects, 
fee the judicious remarks of Dr. Robert foil (Iliftory of Charles V. 

▼ol.i. p. 30 — 36. 251 — 263. quarto edition)* 

14 Every reader converfant with the hiftorians of the cruiades, will 
Underftand by the peuble des Suriens, the Oriental ChrkUans, Mel- 
chites, Jacobites, or Neftorians, who had all adopted the ufe of the 
Arabic language (vol. iv. p. 593.). 

h 3 jurif- 
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c h A p. jurifdiclion : the fworn members were Syrians,. 
, LVIII ~ , in blood, language, and religion ; but the office 
of theprefident (in Arabic, of the rais) was fome- 
ViiUins times exercifed by the vifcount of the city. At 
and Haves. an i m meafurable diftance below the nobles , the 
burgeJJes, and the Jlrangers , the Affife of Jerufa- 
lem condefcends to mention thetv'/famAand Jlaves , 
the peafants of the land and the captives of war, 
who were altnofl equally confidered as the objects 
of property. The relief or prote6tion of thefe 
unhappy men was not eftcemed worthy of the 
care of the legiflator; but he diligently provides 
for the recovery, though not indeed for the 
punilhment, of the fugitives. Like hounds, or 
hawks, who had {frayed from the lawful owner, 
they might be loll and claimed : the flave and 
falcon were of the fame value; but three (laves, 
or twelve oxen, were accumulated to equal the 
price of the war-horfe ; and a fum of three hun- 
dred pieces of gold was fixed, in the age of 
chivalry, as the equivalent of the more noble 
animal ,4} . 


iU See the A (fifes de Jerufalem (310, 311,312.), Thefe law* 
were cna&ed as late as the year 1350, in the kingdom of Cyprus. In 
the fame century. In the reign of Edward I. I underfland, from 
a. late publication (of his Book of Account) that the price of a war-horfe 
was not lefs exorbitant in England. 
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CHAP. LIX. 

Prejervation of the Greek Empire. — Numbers, 

Pajfage, and Event , of the Second and 'Third 
Crufades. — St. Bernard. — Reign of Saladin 
in Egypt and Syria. — His Conquejl of Jer u- 
salem . — Naval Cmifades. — Richard the Firjl 
of England. — Pope Innocent the Third ; and 
the Fourth and Fifth Crvfades. — The Em- 
peror Frederic the Second. — Louis the Ninth 
of France ; and the two lajl Crufades. • — Ex- 
pulsion of the Latins or Franks by the Ma- 
melukes. 

| N a Ryle lefs grave than that of hiftory, I c II A P. 

fliould perhaps compare the Emperor Alexius 1 . _ ux ~ , 
to the jack all, who is faicl to follow the Reps, Succefsof 
and to devour the leavings, of the lion. What- 
ever had been his fears and toils in the paflage 1097— 
of the firlt crufade, they were amply recom- IIlS - 
penfed by the fubfequent benefits, which he 
derived from the exploits of the Franks. His 
dexterity and vigilance fecured their firlt con- 
quelt of Nice; and from this threatening Ration 
the Turks were compelled to evacuate the neigh- 
bourhood of Conllantinople. While the eru- 


1 Anna Comnena relates her father’s conquers in Afia Minor, 
Alexiad, I.xi.p. 321 — 325. 1. xiw p.419.; his Cilician war again// 
Tancred and Boh emend, p.328 — 342.; the war of Epirus, with 
tedious prolixity, 1. xii. xiii. p. 345 — 406.; the death of Bohemond, 
1. xiv. p. 419. 

M .3 
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CHAP, faders, with blind valour, advanced into the 
. T '^ v j midland countries of Alia, the crafty Greek im- 
proved the favourable occafion when the emirs 
of the fea-coaft were recalled to the ltandard of 
the ful tan. The Turks were driven from the 
ifles of Rhodes and Chios : the cities of Ephefus 
and Smyrna, of Sardes, Philadelphia, and Lao- 
dicea, were reftored to the empire, which Alexius 
enlarged from the Ilellefpont to the banks of the 
Marauder, and the rocky fliores of Pamphylia. 
The churches refumed their fplendour ; the 
towns were rebuilt and fortified j and the de- 
fert country was peopled with colonies of Chrif- 
tians, who were gently removed from the more 
diftant and dangerous frontier. In thefe pater- 
nal cares, we may forgive Alexius, if he forgot 
the deliverance of the holy fepulchre ; but, by 
the Latins, he was ftigmatized with the foul re- 
proach of treafon and defertion. They had 
fvvorn fidelity and obedience to his throne ; but 
he had promifed to alii ft their enterprife in per- 
fon, or, at lead, with his troops and treafures : 
his bale retreat dift’olved their obligations j and 
the fword, which had been the inftrument of 
their victory, was the pledge and title of their 
juft independence. It does not appear that the 
Emperor attempted to revive his obfolete claims 
over the kingdom of Jerufalem 2 ; but the bor- 

1 The kings of Jerufalem fubmitted however to a nominal depen- 
dence, and in the dates of their mfcriptions (one is ltill legible in 
the church of Bethlem), they refpedtfully placed before their own, the 
name of the reigning Emperor (Ducange, Diflertations fur Joinville, 
JKXVU. p. 3I9.). 
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• tiers of Cilicia and Syria were more recent ia cha p. 
his poffeflion, and more acceffible to his arms. HX. 
The great army of the crufaders was annihilated ' v * 
or difperfed ; the principality of Antioch was 
left without a head, by the furprife and capti- 
vity of Bohemond : his ranfom had opprelfed 
him with a heavy debt ; and his Norman fol- 
lowers were infufficient to repel the hoftilities 
of the Greeks and Turks. In this diftrels, 
Bohemond embraced a magnanimous refolution, 
of leaving the defence of Antioch to his kinf- 
man, the faithful Tancredj of arming the Weft 
againft the Byzantine empire, and of executing 
the defign which he inherited from the leffons 
and example of his father Guifcard. His em- 
barkation was clandeftine; and if we may credit 
a tale of the Princefs Anne, he palfed the hoftile 
fea, clofely fecreted in a coffin 3 . But his recep- 
tion in France was dignified by the public 
applaufe, and his marriage with the King’s 
daughter: his return was glorious, fince the 
braveft fph'its of the age enlifted under his ve- 
teran command ; and lie repaired the Adriatic 
at the head of five thoufand horfe and forty 
thoufand foot, afletnbled from the moft remote 
climates of Europe \ The ftrength of Durazzo, 


3 Anna Comnena adds, that to complete the imitation, he was fhut 
up with a dead cock : and condefcends to wonder how the Barbarian 
could endure the confinement and putrefaction. This abiurd tale ic 
unknown to the Latins. 

*• Airo ®v\w> in the Byzantine Geography, muft mean England j 
yet we are more credibly informed, that our Henry 1 . would not fuffer 
him to levy any troops in his kingdom (Ducangc, Not. ad Alexiad. 
p. 41.). 
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c ii A r. and prudence of Alexius, the progrefs of famine, 

. , I X j and approach of winter, eluded his ambitious 
hopes ; and the venal confederates were feduced 
from his iiandard. A treaty of peace 5 fulpended 
the fears of the Greeks ; and they were finally 
delivered by the death of an adverfary, whom 
neither oaths could bind, nor dangers could ap- 
pal, nor profperity could fatiate. His children 
llicceeded to the principality of Antioch j but 
the boundaries were ftri6tly defined, the homage 
was clearly liipulated, and the cities of Tarfus 
and Malmilira were re/iored to- the Byzantine 
emperors. Of the coaft of Anatolia, they pol- 
io fie d the entire circuit from Trebizond to the 
Syrian gates. The Seljukian dynafty of Bourn 6 
was feparated on all fides from the fea and their 
Mululman brethren ; the power of the fultans 
was lhaken by the victories, and even the de- 
feats, of the Franks ; and after the lofs of Nice, 
they removed their throne to Cogni or Iconiuin, 
an obfeure and inland town above three hundred 
miles from Conftantinople 7 . Inilead of trem- 

5 The cony of the treaty (Alcxiad, 1 . xiii. p. 406 — 416.) is an 
original autl euriou.> piece, which would require, and might afford, a 
good map of the piincipalitv of Antioch. 

l " See in the learned work of M. de Guignes (tom. ii. part, ii.), the 
hiilojy of the Seljukians of Iconium, Aleppo, and Damafcus, as far as 
it may be collected from the Greeks, .Latins, and Arabians. The laff; 
are ignorant or reg a reliefs of the affairs of Ror.'n. 

1 Iconium is mentioned as a ihitiem by Xenophon, and by Strabo, 
with the ambiguous tide of K^u.c^Xi: (Cellariu.s, tom. ii. p. 121.). Yet 
St. Paul found in that place a multitude (^X«6oc) of Jews and Gentiles. 
Under the corrupt name of Rumjab* it is deferibed as a groat city, with 
a river and gardens, three leagues from the mountains, and decorated 
0 know not why) with Plato’s tomb (Ahulfeda, tabul. xvii. p. 30.;. 
verL Reilkc ; and the Index Geographicus of Schultens from Ibn Said). 
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bling for their capital, the Comnenian princes 
waged an ofFenlive war againft the Turks, and 
the firft crufade prevented the fall of the de- 
clining empire. 

In the twelfth century, three great emigrations 
marched by land from the Weft to the relief of 
Paleftine. The foldiers and pilgrims of Lom- 
bardy, France, and Germany, were excited by 
the example and fuccefs of the firft crufade s . 
Forty-eight years after the deliverance of the 
holy fepulchre, the Emperor, and the French 
King, Conrad the third, and Louis the feventh, 
undertook the fecond crufade to fupport the fall- 
ing fortunes of the Latins 8 9 10 . A grand divifion 
of the third crufade was led by the Emperor 
Frederic Barbarofla”, who lympathifed with his 
brothers of France and England in the common 
lofs of Jerufalem. Thefe three expeditions may 
be compared in their refeinblance of the greatnefs 
of numbers, their paUage through the Greek 
empire, and the nature and event of their Turkifh 
warfare, and a brief parallel may lave the repe- 


8 For this fuppleinent to the firft crufade, fee Anna Comnena (Alexias, 
1. xi. p.331, &c. and the viiith book of Albert Aquenfis). 

9 For the fecond crufade of Conrad III. and Louis VI L fee William 
of Tyre (l. xvi. c. 18 — £9.), Otho of Frill ngen (l. i. c. 34 — 45. 59, 
60.), Matthew Paris (Hilt. Major, p. 68.), Struvius (Corpus, IJift. 
Germanicre, p. 372, 373.), Scriptores Rerum Francicarum a Duchefne, 
tom. iv. ; Nicetas, in Vit. Manuel, 1 . i. c. 4, 5, 6. p. 41 — 48.; Cin- 
namus, I. ii. p. 41 — 49. 

10 For the third crufade of Frederic Barbaroffa, fee Nicetas in Ifaac. 
Angel. 1. ii. c. 3 — 8. p. 257 — 266. Struv. (Corpus, Ifiit. Germ. 414.), 
and two hiftorians, who probably were fpe<ftators, Tagino (in Script or. 
Freher. tom. i. p.406 — 416. edit. Struv.), and the Anonymus de Ex- 
peditione Afiatica Fred. I. (ill Canifii, Antiq. Legion, tom. iii. p. ii. 
p.498 — 526. edit. Bafnagc). 
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c H A P. tition of a tedious narrative. However fplendid 
. LIX ' it may feem, a regular ftory of the crufades would 
exhibit the perpetual return of the fame caufes 
and effe6ts ; and the frequent attempts for the 
defence or recovery of the Holy Hand, would 
appear fo many faint and unfuccefsful copies of 
the original. 

Theirtium- I* Of the fwarms that fo clofely trod in the 
feers. footfteps of the firft pilgrims, the chiefs were 
equal in rank, though unequal in fame and merit, 
to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow adven- 
turers. At their head were difplayed the banners 
of the Dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and Aqui- 
tain ; the firft a defeendant of Hugh Caput, the 
fecond a father of the Brunfwick line : the Arch- 
bifhop of Milan, a temporal prince, tranfported 
for the benefit of the Turks, the treafures and 
ornaments of his church and palace ; and the 
veteran crufaders, Hugh the Great, and Stephen 
of Chartres, returned to confummate their un- 
finifhed vow. The huge and diforderly bodies of 
their followers moved forward in two columns ; 
and if the firft confided of two hundred and fixty 
thoufand perfons, the fecond might poftibly 
amount to fixty thoufand horfe, and one hundred 
thoufand foot “. The armies of the fecond cru- 
fade might have claimed the conqueft of Afia : 
the noblesof France and Germany were animated 
by the prefence of their fovereigns ; and both the 


u Anne, who ftates thefe later fwarms at 40*000 horfe, and 100,000 
foot, calls them Normans, and places at their head two brothers of 
Flanders The Greeks were ftrangely ignorant of the names, families, 
and poflefiions of the Latin princes. 

rank 
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rank and perfonal characters of Conrad and chap. 
Louis, gave a dignity to their caufe, and a dif- ■ LI ^' . 
cipline to their force, which might be vainly ex- k 
pe6ted from the feudatory chiefs. The cavalry 
of the Emperor and that of the King, was each 
compofed of feventy thoufand kniglits, and their 
immediate attendants in the field ’ ; and if the 
light-armed troops, the pen hint infantry, the 
women and children, the prielts and monks, 
be rigoroufly excluded, the full account will 
fcarcely be fatisfied with four hundred thoufand 
folds. The Weft, from Rome to Britain, was 
called into adftion ; the Kings of Poland and 
Bohemia obeyed the fummons of Conrad ; and 
it is affirmed by the Greeks and Latins, that in 
the palfage of a ftreight or river, the Byzantine 
agents, after a tale of nine hundred thoufand, 
defifted from the endlefs and formidable com- 
putation In the third crufade, as the French 
and Englifii preferred the navigation of the 
Mediterranean, the hoft of Frederic Barbarofla 
was lefs numerous. Fifteen thoufand knights, 
and as many fquires, w r ere the flower of the 
German chivalry : fixty thoufand horfe, and one 
hundred thoufand foot, were muftered by the 

12 William of Tyre, and Matthew Paris, reckon 70,000 loricati in 
each of the armies. 

M The imperfecft enumeration is mentioned by Cinnamus (tvv'vvKovToc, 
pv^cccks), and confirmed by Odo de Diogilo apud Ducange a<l Cinna~ 
mum, with the more precife fum of 900,556. Why mull therefore 
the verfiou and comment fuppofe the modeft and infuificient reckoning 
of 90,000 ? Does not Godfrey of Viterbo (Pantheon, p. xix. in Mura- 
tori, tom. vii. p. 463.) exclaim ? 

— ■ — — Numerum fi pofeere qwaeras. 

Miilia millena milites agmen erau 
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CHAP- Emperor in the plains of Hungary ; and after 
i_ L * X * > ^petitions, we dial l no longer be ftartled at 

the fix hundred thoufand pilgrims, which credu- 
lity has alcribed to this laft emigration J4 . Such 
extravagant reckonings prove only the aftonifli- 
njent of contemporaries ; but their aftonifkment 
mod drongly bears teftimony to the exidence of 
an enormous though indefinite multitude. The 
Greeks might applaud their fuperior knowledge 
of the arts and dratagems of war, but they con- 
fefled the drength and courage of the French 
cavalry and the infantry of the Germans 15 ; and 
the drangers are deferibed as an iron race, of 
gigantic dature, who darted dre from their eyes, 
and fpit blood like water on the ground. Under 
the banners of Conrad, a troop of females rode 
in the attitude and armour of men ; and the 
chief of thefe Amazons, from their gilt fpurs 
and bufkins, obtained the epithet of the Golden- 
footed Dame. 

Paffage II. The numbers and character of the drangers 
the°Greek was an °kj e ^ °* terror to the effeminate Greeks, 
empire. and the feniiment of fear is nearly allied to that of 

hatred. This averfion was fufpended or fbf'tened 


** This extravagant account is given l.y Albert of Stadc (apod Stru- 
vium, p.414.); my calculation is borrowed from Godfrey of Viterbo, 
Arnold of Lubeck, apud eundem, and Bernard Thefaur. (c. 169. 
p. 804.). The original writers are filent. The Mahometans gave 
him 200,000, or 260,000, men (Hohadin, in Vit. Saladin, p. no.). 

15 1 muft obferve, that in the fecond and third cru fades, the fubjeits of 
Conrad and Frederic are flyled by the Greeks and Orientals AlamamiL 
The Lechi and Tzechi of Cinnamus, are the Poles and Bohemians ; 
and it is for the French, that he referves the ancient appellation of 
Germans. He likewife names the B pfooi, or lipnawci. 
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by the apprehenfion of the Turkilh power ; and CHAP, 
the invectives of the Latins will not bias our . LIX ' , 
more candid belief, that the Emperor Alexius 
diffembled their infolence, eluded their hof- 
tilities, conn felled their ralhnefs, and opened to 
their ardour the road of pilgrimage and conqueft. 

But when the Turks had been driven from Nice 
and the fea-coaft, when the Byzantine princes 
no longer dreaded the diftant fultans of Cogni, 
they felt with purer indignation the free and 
frequent pad age of the Weltern Barbarians, who 
violated the inajefty, and endangered the fafety, 
of the empire. The fecond and third crulades 
were undertaken under the reign of Manuel 
Comnepus and Ifaac Angelus. Of the former, 
the paflions were always impetuous, and often 
malevolent ; and the natural union of a cowardly 
and a mifehievous temper was exemplified in the 
latter, who, without merit or mercy, could 
punifh a tyrant, and occupy his throne. It was 
feeretly, and perhaps tacitly, refolved by the 
prince and people to deftroy, or at lealt to dif- 
courage the pilgrims, by every fpecies of injury 
and opprellion ; and their want of prudence and 
difeipline continually afforded the pretence or 
the opportunity. The Weftern monarchs had 
ftipulated a fafe palfage and fair market in the 
country of their Chriftian brethren ; the treaty 
had been ratified by oaths and hoftages ; and the 
poorell foldier of Frederic’s army was furnifhed 
with three marks of filver to defray his expences 
on the road. But every engagement was vio- 
lated by treachery and injuftice j and the com- 
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chap, plaints of the Latins are attefted by the honeft 
. LIX ' confefiion of a Greek hiflorian, who has dared 
to prefer truth to his country 16 . Inftead of ari 
hofpitable reception, the gates of the cities, both 
in Europe and Afia, were clofely barred againft. 
the crufaders ; and the fcanty pittance of food 
was let down in batkets from the walls. Expe- 
rience or forefight might excufc this timid jea- 
loufy ; but the common duties of humanity pro- 
hibited the mixture of chalk, or other poifonous 
ingredients, in the bread ; and ihould Manuel 
be acquitted of any foul connivance, he is guilty 
of coining bafe money for the purpofe of trading 
with the pilgrims. In every flep of their march' 
they were Hopped or milled : the governors had 
private orders to fortify the pafles and break 
down the bridges againft them : the ft niggle™ 
were pillaged and murdered ; the foldiers and 
horfes were pierced in the woods by arrows from 
an invifible hand ; the fick were burnt in their 
beds ; and the dead bodies were hung on gibbets 
along the highways. Thefe injuries exalperated 
the champions of the crols, who were not en- 
dowed with evangelical patience ; and the By- 
zantine princes, who had provoked the unequal 
conflict, promoted the embarkation and march 
of thefe formidable guefts. On the verge of the 
Turkifli frontier Barbarolfa lpared the guilty 
Philadelphia 7 , rewarded the hofpitable Lao- 

dicea, 

1 Nicetas was a child at the fecond crufade, but in the third he com- 
manded againft the Franks the important poft of Philippopclis. Cin- 
namus is infedled with national prejudice and pride. 

The condiuft of the Philadelphians is blamed by Nicetas, while 

the 
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dicea, and deplored the hard neceffity that had chap. 
flamed his Avoi d with any dropsof Chriftian blood. . > 

In their intercourfe with the monarchs of Ger- 
many and France, the pride of the Greeks was 
expofed to an anxious trial. They might boaft 
that on the firft interview the leat of Louis was 
a low ftool, belide the throne of Manuel' 8 ; but 
no looner had the French King tranlported his 
army beyond the Bolphorus, than he refilled the 
offer of a fecond conference, unlefs his brother 
would meet him on equal terms, either on the 
lea or land. With Conrad and Frederic, the ce- 
remonial was ftill nicer and more difficult ; like 
the fucceffors of Conftantine, they Ailed them- 
lelves Emperors of the Romans 15 ; and firmly 
maintained the purity of their title and dignity. 

The firft of thefe reprefentatives of Charlemagne 
would only converle with Manuel on horfeback 
in the open field ; the fecond, by palling the 
Hellefpont rather than the Bofphorus, declined 
the view of Conftantinople and its fove reign. An 
Emperor, who had been crowned at Rome, was 
reduced in the Greek epiltles to the humble 


the anonymous German accufes the rucJenefs of his countrymen (culpa 
noftnl). Hiftory would be pleafant, if we were emharrafled only by 
fucb contradictions. It is likewife from Nicetas, that we Isarn the 
pious and humane forrow of Frederic. 

,s XQccfjLotXn t$pcc> which Cinnamus tranfiates into Latin by the word 
SsPiXtov. Ducange works very hard to fave his king and country from 
fuch ignominy (fur Joinville, difiertat. xxvii. p.317 — 320.). Louis 
afterwards infilled on a meeting in mari ex sequo, not ex equo, accord- 
ing to the laughable readings of fome MSS. 

11 Ego Romanorum imperator fum, ille Romaniorum (Anonym. 
Canif. p.512.). The public and hiftorical ftyle of the Greeks was 
Pr£ . . . princeps. Yet Cinnamus owns, that is fynonymous 

appella- 
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chap, appellation of Ilex, or Prince of the Alemanni ; 
and the vain and feeble Angelas affe6ted to be 
ignorant of the name of one of the greateit men 
and monarchs of the age. While they viewed 
with hatred and fulpicion the Latin pilgrims, 
the Greek Emperors maintained a ttridt, though 
fecret, alliance with the Turks and Saracens. 
Ifaac Angelus complained, that by his friend- 
fliip for the great Saladin he had incurred the 
enmity of the Franks ; and a mofque was found- 
ed at Conftantinople for the public exercife of 
the religion of Mahomet co . 

TurkKh III. Tlie /warms that followed the firft cru- 

wariare. fade, were deftroyed in Anatolia by famine, 
peltilence, and the Turkifh arrows: and the 
princes only efcaped with fome fquadrons of 
horfe to accomplilh their lamentable pilgrim- 
age. A juft opinion may be formed of their 
knowledge and humanity of their knowledge 
from the de/ign of fubduing Perfia and Chorafan 
in their way to Jeru/alem ; of their humanity, 
from the maffacre of the Chriftian people, a 
friendly city, who came out to meet them with 
palms and erodes in their hands. The arms of 
Conrad and Louis were lefs cruel and impru- 
dent j but the event of the fecond crufade was 
/till more ruinous to Chriftendom ; and the 
Greek Manuel is aceufed by his own liibjeets of 
giving feafonable intelligence to the l'ultan, and 
treacherous guides to the Latin princes. In- 

20 In the Epiftles of Innocent III. (xiii. f ♦ 184.), and the Ktftcry of 
Bohadin (p. 129, i^o .) 9 fee the views of a pope and a cadhi on this 
Jingular toleration. 
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Head of crufhing the common foe, by a double chap. 
'attack at the fame time but on different fides, LIX ' , 
the Germans were urged by emulation, and the 
French were retarded by jealoufy. Louis had 
fcarcely pafled the Bofphorus when he was met 
by the returning Emperor, who had lofl the 
greateft part of his army in glorious, but un- 
fuccefsful, actions on the banks of the Maeander. 

The contrail of the pomp of his rival haftened 
the retreat of Conrad : the defertion of his in- 
dependent vaflals reduced him to his hereditary 
troops ; and he borrowed Ibme Greek vefiels to 
execute by tea the pilgrimage of Paleftine. 

Without fludying the lefl'ons of experience, or 
the nature of war, the King of France ad- 
vanced through the fame country to a limilar 
fate. The vanguard, which bore the royal 
banner and the oriflamme of St. Denys bad 
doubled their march with ralh and inconfiderate 
f'pecd; and the rear, which the King commanded 
in perfon, no longer found their companions in 
the evening camp. In darknefs and dilbrder, 
they were encompafled, affaulted, and over- 
whelmed, by the innumerable holt of Turks, 
who in the art of war were fuperior to the 
Chriftians of the twelfth century. Louis, who 
climbed a tree in the general difcomffture, was 
faved by his own valour and the ignorance of 

As counts of Vexin, the kings of France were the vaflals and ad- 
vocates of the monafiery of St. Denys. The faint’s peculiar banner, 
which they received from the abbot, was of a fquare form, and a red 
or flaming colour. The oriflamme appeared at the head of the French 
armies from the xiith to the xvith century (Ducange lur Joinville, 

Differt- xviii. p. 244 — 253.). 
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c 11 A P. his adverfaries ; and with the dawn of day he 

y LIX * . efcaped alive, but almoft alone, to the camp of 
the vanguard. But inftead of purfuing his ex- 
pedition by land, he was rejoiced to Ihelter 
the relics of his army in the friendly feaport of 
Satalia. From thence he embarked for An- 
tioch j buf fo penurious was the fupply of Greek 
veffels, that they could only afford room for his 
knights and nobles ; and the plebeian crowd of 
infantry was left to perilh at the foot of the 
Pamphylian hills. The Emperor and the King 
embraced and wept at Jerufalem j their martial 
trains, the remnant of mighty armies, were 
joined to the Chriftian powers of Syria, and a 
fruitlefs liege of Damalcus was the final effort 
of the fecond crufade. Conrad and Louis em- 
barked for Europe with the perfonal fame of 
piety and courage ; but the Orientals had 
braved thefe potent monarchs of the Franks, 
with whole names and military forces they had 
been lb often threatened “. Perhaps they had 
ftill more to fear from the veteran genius of 
Frederic the firft, who in his youth had lerved 
in Alia under his uncle Conrad. Forty cam- 
paigns in Germany and Italy had taught Bar- 
barolfa to command ; and his foldiers, even the 
princes of the empire, were accuftomed under 
his reign to obey. As loon as he loft light of 
Philadelphia and Laodicea, the lull cities of 

the Greek frontier, he plunged into the fait and 

> 

23 The original French hiJlorics of the fccond crufade are the Gefta 
Ludovici VII. published in the ivth volume of Duchefne’s Collection. 
The fame, volume contains many original letters of the King of Suger, 
his iniiiifkr, &c. the belt documents of authentic hiftory. 
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barren defert, a land (fays the hiltorian) of c h A P. 
horror and tribulation 23 . During twenty days, . 
every flep of his fainting and fickly march was 
befieged by the innumerable hords of Turk- 
mans 24 , whofe numbers and fury teemed after 
each defeat to multiply and inflame. The Em- 
peror continued to ftruggle and to fuff'erj and 
fuch was the meafure of his calamities, that 
when he reached the gates of Iconium, no more 
than one thoufand knights were able to ferve 
on horfeback. By a fudden and refolute aflault 
he defeated the guards, and ttonned the capital 
of the fultan 2S , who humbly tiled for pardon 
and peace. The road was now open, and Fre- 
deric advanced in a career of triumph, till he 
was unfortunately drowned in a petty torrent of 
Cilicia 2<s . The remainder of his Germans was 
confumed by licknefs and defertion ; and the 
Emperor’s fon expired with the greateft part of 
his Swabian vaflals at the liege of Acre. Among 
the Latin heroes, Godfrey of, Bouillon and Fre- 
deric Barbarofia alone could achieve the patliige 


23 Ter ram liorroris et falfuginis, terram liecam, fterilem inamxnam. 
Anonym. Canif. p. 517. The emphatic language of a fuflerer. 

Gens innumera, fylvcftris, indomita, prxdones fine ductore. The 
Sultan of Cogni might iincerely rejoice in their defeat. Anonym. Canif. 
P* 5 * 7 » 518. 

lS See in the anonymous writer in the Collection of Canifius, Tagino, 
and Bohadin (Vit. Saladin. p. 119, 120.), the ambiguous conduct of 
Kilidge Arflan, Sultan of Cogni, who hated and feared both Saladin 
and Frederic. 

The defire of comparing two great men has tempted many writers 
to drown Frederic in the river Cydnus, in which Alexander fo impru- 
dently bathed (Q.Curt. 1 . Hi. c. 4, 5.). But, from the march of the 
Emperor, I rather judge, that his Saleph is the Calyeadnus, a ftream 
of lels fame, but of a longer courfe. 

I 2 
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c h A P. of the Lefler Afia ; yet even their fuccefs was a 
. . warning ; and in the laft and moil experienced 

age of the crufades, every nation preferred the 
fea to the toils and perils of an inland expedi- 
tion 2? . 

Obftinacy The enthufiafm of the firft crufade is a natural 
thufiarm'" fimple event, while hope was frelh, danger 
of the cru- untried, and enterprife congenial to the Ipirit 
(Me*. 0 f the times. But the obftinate perfeverance of 
Europe may indeed excite our pity and admira- 
tion ; that no inftru6tion fhould have been drawn 
from conftant and adverfe experience ; that the 
tame confidence thould have repeatedly grown 
from the fame failures ; that fix lucceeding ge- 
nerations fhould have ruflied headlong down the 
precipice that was open before them ; and that 
men of every condition fhould have ltaked their 
public and private fortunes on the defperate ad- 
venture of potTeffing or recovering a tomb-ftone 
two thoufand miles from their country. In a 
period of two centuries after the council of 
Clermont, each fpring and fummer produced a 
new emigration of pilgrim warriors for the de- 
fence of the Holy Land; but the feven great 
armaments or crufades were excited by fome 
hnpending or recent calamity : the nations were 
moved by the authority of their pontiffs, and the 
example of their kings : their zeal was kindled, 
and their reafon was filenced, by the voice of 


17 Marinus Sanutu 3 , A.D. 1341, lays It down as a precept, Quod 
fiolus Ecclefise per terram nullatenus eft ducenda. He refolves by the 
Divine aid, the obje&ion, or rather exception, of ths firft crufade 
(Secreta Eidelium Crucis, 1. ii. pars. ii. c.i. p.3;.). 

their 
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their holy orators: and among thefe, Bernard 19 , chap. 
the monk or the faint, may claim the moll ho- , LIX ’ , 
nourable place. About eight years before the CharatSler 
hr ft conqueft of Jerufalem he was born of a 
noble family in Burgundy ; at the age of three- Bernard, " 
and-twenty he buried himfelf in the monaftery a.d. 
of Citeaux, then in the primitive fervour of the 
inftitution ; at the end of two years he led forth 
her third colony, or daughter, to the valley erf 
Clairvaux 19 in Champagne; and was content, 
till the hour of his death, with the humble ftation 
of Abbot of his own community. A philofophie 
age has abolifhed, with two liberal and indis- 
criminate difdain, the honours of thefe fpiritual 
heroes. The meaneft among them are diftin- 
guiflied by fome energies of the mind ; they were 
at leaft fuperior to their votaries and difciples ; 
and in the race of fuperftit ion, they attained the 
prize for which fuch numbers contended. In 
fpeech, in wi'iting, in action, Bernard Hood high 
above his rivals and contemporaries ; his com- 
pofitions are not devoid of wit and eloquence ; 


2S The moft authentic information of St. Bernard muft be drawn 
from his own writings, publifhed in a corretft edition by Pere Mabil- 
Ion, and reprinted at Venice 1750, in iix volumes in folio. Whatever 
friendfhip could recol!e<fl, or fuperftition could add, is contained in the 
two lives, by his difciples, in the vith volume : whatever Learning and 
criticifm could afeertain, may be found in the prefaces of the Bene- 
dieftine editor. 

29 Clairvaux, fumamed the Valley of Abfynth, is fituate among the 
woods near Bar fur Aube in Champagne. St. Bernard would blufh at 
the pomp of the church and monaftery ; he would afk for the library, 
and I know not whether he would be much edified by 1 ton of 800 
muids (914 1 -7th hogiheads*), which almoft rivals that of Heidelberg 
(Melanges Tire6 d’une Grande Bibliotheque, tom. xlvi. p. 15 — ao.). 

1 3 and 
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C H A P. and lie feems to have preferved as much reafon , 

■ L1X ‘ . an{ l humanity as may be reconciled with the cha- 
ra6ter of a faint. In a fecular life he would have 
Iliared the feventh part of a private inheritance; 
by a vow of poverty and penance, by doling his 
eyes againll the vilible world 30 , by the refufal of 
all eccleliaftical dignities the Abbot of Clairvaux 
became the oracle of Europe, and the founder of 
one hundred and lixty convents. Princes and 
pontiffs trembled at the freedom of his apoftolical 
cenfures: France, England, and Milan, confulted 
and obeyed his judgment in a fchifm of the 
church : the debt was repaid by the gratitude of 
Innocent the l'econd ; and his luccellor, Eugenius 
the third, was the friend and difciple of the holy 
Bernard. It was in the proclamation of the 
fecond crufade that he lhone as the miflionary 
and prophet of God, who called the nations to 
the defence of his holy fepulchre 3 *. At the par- 
liament of Vezelay he fpoke before the King; 
and Louis the leventh, with his nobles, received 
their erodes from his hand. The Abbot of Clair- 
vaux then marched to the lets ealy conqueft of 
the Emperor Conrad: a phlegmatic people, igno- 


90 The difeiples of the faint (Vit. ima, L iii. c. 1 , p. 1232. Vit. iida* 
c* 16. N° 45. p. 1383.) record a marvellous example of his pious 
apathy. Juxta lacum etiam Laufannenfem totius diei itinere pergenv 
penitus non attendit aut fc videre non vidit. Cum enim vefpere fa<fto 
rJe eodem lacu focii colloquerentur, interrogabat eos ubi lacus ille eflet ; 
et mirati funt univerfu To admire or defpife St. Bernard as he ought! 
the reader, like myfelf, fhould have before the windows of his library 
the beauties of that incomparable Iandlkip. * 

5 Otho Frifing. 1. i. c. 4. Bernard Epift. 363. ad Francos Orien* 
tales. Opp. tom. i» p* 32-8* Vit. ima, 1« iii* c. 4. torn* vi. p. 1235, 

rant 
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rant of his language, was trail (ported by the pa- 
thetic vehemence of his tone and geftures; and 
his progrefs from Conftanee to Cologne was 
the triumph of eloquence and zeal. Bernard 
applauds his own fuccefs in the depopulation of 
Europe ; affirms that cities and cattles were 
emptied of their inhabitants ; and computes, that 
only one man was left behind for the confolation 
of leven widows 3 '. The blind fanatics were de- 
tirous of electing him for their general ; but thq 
example of the hermit Peter was before his eyes ; 
and while he a (lures the crufaders of the divine 
favour, he prudently declined a military com- 
mand, in which failure and victory would have 
been almofl equally difgraceful to his character 33 . 
Yet, after the calamitous event, the Abbot of 
Clairvaux was loudly accufed as a falfe prophet, 
the author of the public and private mourning ; 
his enemies exulted, his friends bluflied, and his 
apology was flow and unfatisfa&ory. He juftifies 
his obedience to the commands of the pope; ex- 
patiates on the myflcrious ways of Providence j 
imputes the misfortunes of the pilgrims to their 
own fins; and modeftly infinuates, that his mif- 
lion had been approved by figns and wonders 34 . 

Had 

52 Mandaftis ct obedivi .... muklplicati funt fupcr numerum ; vacu- 
antur urbes et caftella ; et pe 7 ie jam non invcniunt quem apprchendant 
feptem mulieres unum virnm ; adeo ubique viduie vivis remanent viris. 
Bernard. Epift. p. 247. We mult be careful not to conftrue pcnc as 
a fubllantive. 

33 Quis ego fum ut difponam acies, ut egrediar ante facies arma- 
torum, aut quid tam remotum a profeffione mea, fi vires, li peritia, 
&c. Epift. 256. tom. i. p. 359. He i'peaks with contempt of the hermit 
Peter, vir quidam, Epift. 363. 

Sic dicunt forfttan ifte, unde feimus quod a Domino fermo egreffus 

1 4 fit? 
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chap. Had the fa6t been certain, the argument would 
, ’ be decifive; and his faithful difciples, who enu- 

merate twenty or thirty miracles in a day, appeal 
to the public aflemblies of France and Germany, 
in which they were performed 35 . At the pre- 
fent hour, fuch prodigies will not obtain credit 
beyond the precinfits of Clairvaux ; but in the 
preternatural cures of the blind, the lame, and 
the lick, who were prefented to the man of God, 
it is impolTibie for us to afcertain the feparate 
lhares of accident, of fancy, of impollure, and of 
fidlion. 

Progrefs of Omnipotence itfelf cannot efcape the murmurs 
jnetans^ 10 " difcordant votaries; li nee the fame difpen- 
fation which was applauded as a deliverance in 
Europe, was deplored and perhaps arraigned, as 
a calamity in Alia. After the lofs of Jerufa- 
lera, the Syrian fugitives diffuled their confter- 
nation and forrow : Bagdad mourned in the 
d ull ; the cadhi Zeineddin of Damafcus tore his 
beard in the caliph’s prefence; and the whole 
divan Hied tears at his melancholy tale 35 . But 
the commanders of the faithful could only weep; 
they were themfelves captives in the hands of the 
Turks ; fome temporal power was reftored to the 
laftage of the Abbaflides; but their humble am- 


fit ? Quae figna tu facis ut credamus tibi ? Non eft quod ad ifta ipfe 
refpondeam ; percendum verecundiae me*, refponde tu pro me, et 
pro te ipfo, fecundum qua; vidifti et audifti, et fecundum quod te in- 
fpiraverit Deus. Confolat. 1 -ii. c. r, Opp. tom.ii. p. 421 — 423 • 

See the tellimonies in Vita ima, 1 . iv. c. 5, 6. Opp- tom, yu 
p. 125S — 1261. L vi. c. 1 — 17. p. 1286 — 1314- 

f Abulmahafen apud de Guignes, Iiift. des Iiuns, tom, ii. p. ii. p. 99. 

bition 
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bition was confined to Bagdad and the adjacent 
province. Their tyrants, the Seljukian fnltans, 
had followed the common law of the Afiatic dy- 
nafties, the unceafing round of valour, greatnefs, 
difcord, degeneracy, and decay : their fpirit and 
power were unequal to the defence of religion ; 
and, in his diltant realm of Perfia, the Chriftians 
were ftrangers to the name and the arms of San- 
giar, the laft hero of his race 3 \ While the ful- 
tans were involved in the filken web of the haram, 
the pious talk was undertaken by their Haves, 
the Atabeks 38 , a Turkilh name, which, like the 
Byzantine patricians, may be tranflated by Father 
of the Prince. Afcanfar, a valiant Turk, had 
been the favourite of Malek Shaw, from whom 
he received the privilege of Handing on the right 
hand of the throne ; but, in the civil wars that 
enfued on the monarch’s death, he loft his head 
and the government of Aleppo. Ilis domeftic 
emirs perfevcred in their attachment to his fon 
Zcnghi, who proved his firft arms againft the 
Franks in the defeat of Antioch : thirty cam- 
paigns in the fervice of the caliph and fultan 


37 See his article in the Bibliotheque Orientale of D’Herbelot, and 
deGuignes, tom. ii. p.i. p. 230 — 261. Such was his valour, that he 
was ftyled the fecond Alexander ; and fuch the extravagant love of 
his fubjc&s, that they prayed for the fultan a year after his deceafe. 
Yet Sangiar might have been made prifoner by the Franks, as well as 
by the Uzes. He reigned near fifty years (A. D. 1103 — 1132.}, and 
was a munificent patron of Perfian poetry. 

See the Chronology of the Atabeks of Irak and Syria, in dc 
Guignes, tom. i. p. 254* ; and the reigns of Zenghi and Noureddin in 
the fame writer (tom.ii. p. ii. p. 174 — 221.), who ufes the Arabic text 
of Benelathir, Ben Schouna, and Abulfeda ; the Bibliotheque Orientale, 
under the articles Atabeks and Noureddin j and the Dynafties of Abul- 
pharagius, p. 25 o-— 267. verf. Pocock. 
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chap, eftablifhed his military fame; and he was inverted 
. LIX ‘ , with the command of Moful, as the only cham- 
pion that could avenge the caufe of the prophet. 
The public hope was not difappointed : after a 
liege of twenty-five days he ftormed the city of 
Edefl'a, and recovered from the Franks their con- 
quefts beyond the Euphrates 39 : the martial tribes 
of Curdiftan were fubdued by the independent 
fovereign of Moful and Aleppo : his foldiers were 
taught to behold the camp as their only country ; 
they trufted to his liberality for their rewards ; 
and their abfent families were protected by the 
Noured- vigilance of Zenghi. At the head of thefe vete- 

din, rans, his fon Noureddin gradually united the 

Mahometan powers ; added the kingdom of Da- 
1174 - mafcus to that of Aleppo, and waged a long and 
fuccefsful war againft the Chriftians of Syria ; he 
fpread his ample reign from the Tigris to the 
Nile, and the Abbafiides rewarded their faithful 
fervant with all the titles and prerogatives of roy- 
alty. The Latins themfelves were compelled to 
own the wifdom and courage, and even the juf- 
tice and piety, of this implacable adverfary 49 . In 
his life and government the holy warrior revived 
the zeal and fimplicity of the firft caliphs. Gold 

19 William of Tyre (I. xvi. c. 4, 5. 7.) deferibes the loft of Edefia, 
and the death of Zenghi. The corruption of his name into Smiguin, 
afforded the Latins a comfortable allufion to his fanguinary character 
and end> fit fanguine fanguinolentus. 

*° Noradinus (fays William of Tyre, 1 . xx. 33.) maximus nofhinis 
et fidei Chriftianse perfecutor ; princeps tamen juftus, vafer, providus, 
et fecundum gentis fuse traditiones religiofus. To this Catholic wirnefs 
we may add the primate of the Jacobites (Abulpharag. p. 267.), quo 
non alter erat inter reges vitae ratione magis laudabili, aut quae plu- 
ribus juftitise experimentis abundaret. The true praife of kings is 
after their death, and from the mouth of their enemies. 

and 
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and filk were banilhed from his palace ; the ufe chap. 
of wine from his dominions ; the public revenue , L1 *' , 
was fcrupuloufly applied to the public fervice j 
and the frugal household of Noureddin was main- 
tained from his legitimate {hare of the fpoil which 
he veiled in the purchafe of a private eftate. His 
favourite fultana lighed for fome female object 
of expenfe. “ Alas,” replied the King, “ I fear 
“ God, and am no more than the treafurer of 
“ the Modems. Their property l cannot alien- 
“ ate ; but I {till poffefs three {hops in the city 
“ of Hems : thefe you may take ; and thefe alone 
“ can I bellow.” His chamber of jullice was the 
terror of the great and the refuge of the poor. 

Some years after the fultan’s death an opprefied 
fubjecl called aloud in the llreets of Damafcus, 

“ O Noureddin, Noureddin, where art thou 
<c now ? Arife, arife, to pity and protebl us !” 

A tumult was apprehended, and a living tyrant 
blidhed or trembled at the name of a departed 
monarch. 

By the arms of the Turks and Franks the Conqueit 
Fatimites had been deprived of Syria. In Egypt ^ r ^J pt 
the decay of their chara6ler and influence was Turks, 
ilill more elfential. Yet they were full revered 
as the defendants and fucceflbrs of the prophet ; 1169. 
they maintained their invifible Hate in the palace 
of Cairo ; and their perfon was feldom violated 
by the profane eyes of lubjefits or ftrangers. The 
Latin ambaffadors 41 have defcribed their own 

intro- 

41 From the ambafiador, William of Tyre (1. xix. c. 17, 18.) 

(Jefcribes the palace of Cairo. In the Caliph's trcafure were found a 

pearl 
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’. introduction through a feries of gloomy paffages, 

j and glittering porticos : the fcene was enlivened 
by the warbling of birds and the murmur of 
fountains ; it was enriched by a difplay of rich 
furniture, and rare animals; of the Imperial 
treafures, fomething was fhown, and much was 
fuppofed ; and the long order of unfolding doors 
was guarded by black foldiers and domellic eu- 
nuchs. The fanCtuary of the prefence chamber 
was veiled with a curtain ; and the vizir, who 
conducted the ambaffadors, laid afide his fcyme- 
tar, and proftrated himfelf three times on the 
ground ; the veil was then removed ; and they 
beheld the commander of the faithful, who figni- 
fied his pleafure to the fir ft Have of the throne. 
But this Have was his mailer : the vizirs or ful- 
tans had ufurped the fupreme adminiftration of 
Egypt ; the claims of the rival candidates were 
decided by arms; and the name of the molt 
worthy, of the ftrongeft, was inferted in the 
royal patent of command. The factions of Darg*. 
ham and Shawer alternately expelled each other 
from the capital and country ; and the weaker 
fide implored the dangerous protection of the ful- 
tan of Damafcus or the King of Jerufalem, the 
perpetual enemies of the feCt and monarchy of 
the Fatimites. By his arms and religion the 
Turk was moft formidable ; but the Frank, in an 
eafy direCt march, could advance from Gaza to 


pearl as large as a pigeon’s egg, a ruby weighing feventeen Egyptian 
drams, an emerald a palm and a half in length, and many vafes of 
cryltal and porcelain of China (Rcnaudot, p.536.). 


the 
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£he Nile: while the intermediate lituation of C H 
his realm compelled the troops of Noureddin to . 
wheel round the Ikirts of Arabia, a long and 
painful circuit, which expoled them to third, 
iatigue, and the burning winds of the defert. 
The fecret zeal and ambition of the Turkifh 
prince afpired to reign in Egypt under the name 
of the Abbaffides ; but the reftoration of the 
fuppliant Shawer was the odenfible motive of 
the firft expedition ; and the 1'uccels was in- 
truded to the emir Shiracouh, a valiant and 
veteran commander. Dargham was opprefled 
and flain ; but the ingratitude, the jealouly, the 
jud apprehenfions, of his more fortunate rival, 
loon provoked him to invite the King of Jeru- 
falem to deliver Egypt from his infolent bene- 
factors. To this union the forces of Shiracouh 
were unequal ; he relinquiihcd the premature 
conquell ; and the evacuation of Belbeis or 
Pelulium was the condition of his fate retreat. 

As the Turks defiled before the enemy, and 
their general clofed the rear, with a vigilant 
eye, and a battle-axe in his hand, a Frank pre- 
fumed to alk him if he were not afraid of an 
attack ? “ It is doubtlels in your power to begin 
“ the attack,” replied the intrepid emir ; “ but 
«* red allured, that not one of my foldiers will 
“ go to l’aradife till he has fent an infidel to 
“ hell.” His report of the riches of the land, 
the effeminacy of the natives, and the diforders 
of the government, revived the hopes of Nou- 
reddin ; the Caliph of Bagdad applauded the 
pious defign ; and Shiracouh defcended into 

Egypt 
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chap. Egypt a fecond time with twelve thoufand 
■ L1X ' ■ Turks and eleven thoufand Arabs. Yet his 
forces were ftill inferior to the confederate 
armies of the Franks and Saracens $ and I can 
difcern an unufual degree of military art in his 
paffage of the Nile, his retreat into Thebais, his 
mafterly evolutions in the battle of Babain, the 
furprife of Alexandria, and his marches and 
counter-marches in the flats and valley of Egypt, 
from the tropic to the fea. His condu6l was 
feconded by the courage of his troops, and on 
the eve of a6tion a Mamaluke 42 exclaimed, 
“ If we cannot wreft Egypt from the Chriftian 
“ dogs, why do we not renounce the honours 
“ and rewards of the fultan, and retire to labour 
“ with the peafants, or to fpin with the females 
“ of the haram ?” Yet, after all his efforts in the 
field 43 , after the obftinate defence of Alex- 
andria 44 by his nephew Saladin, an honourable 
capitulation and retreat concluded the fecond 
enterjirife of Shiracouh ; and Noureddin re- 
ferved his abilities for a third and more propi- 
tious occafion. It was loon offered by the am- 

4J Mamlucy plur. Ma malic, Is defined by Pocock (Prolegom. ad 
Abulpharag. p. 7.), and D’Herbelot (p. 545), fervum emptitium, feu 
qui pretio numerato in domini poffeffionem cedit. They frequently 
occur in the wars of Saladin (Bohadin, p. 236, &c.); and it was only 
the Bahartie Manulukes that were firlt ‘introduced into Egypt by his 
defendants. 

4i Jacobus a Vitriaco (p.in6,) gives the King of Jerufalem no 
more than 374 knights. Both the Franks and the Moderns report 
the fuperior numbers of the enemy ; a difference which may be folved 
by counting or omitting the unwarlike Egyptians. 

44 It was the Alexandria of the Arabs, a middle term in extent and 
riches between the period of the Greeks and Romans, and that of the 
Turks (Savary, Lett res fur TEgypte, tom. i. p. 25, 26.). 
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bition and avarice of Amalric or Amaury, King CHAP. 
• of Jerufalem, who had imbibed the pernicious . LIX ‘ _ f 
maxim, that no faith fliould be kept with the 
enemies of God. A religious warrior, the great 
matter of the hofpital, encouraged him to pro- 
ceed ; the Emperor of Conftantinople either 
gave, or promifed, a fleet to adt with the armies 
of Syria ; and the perfidious Chriftian, unfatis- 
fied with fpoil and fubfidy, afpired to the con- 
queft of Egypt. In this emergency the Modems 
turned their eyes towards the lultanof Damafcusj 
the vizir, whom danger encompafled on all tides, 
yielded to their unanimous willies, and Noured- 
din leemed to be tempted by the fair offer of 
one third of the revenue of the kingdom. The 
Franks were already at the gates of Cairo ; but 
the fuburbs, the old city, were burnt on their 
approach ; they were deceived by an inlidious 
negociation ; and their veffels were unable to 
lurmount the barriers of the Nile. They pru- 
dently declined a conteft with the Turks, in 
the midil of an hoftilc country ; and Amaury 
retired into Palelline with the fhame and re- 
proach that always adhere to unfuccefsful injul- 
tice. After this deliverance, Shiracouh was in- 
vefted with a robe of honour, which he loon 
ftained with the blood of the unfortunate Shawer. 

For a while, the Turkilh emirs condelcended to 
hold the office of vizir ; but this foreign eon- 
queft precipated the fall of the Fatamites them- 
felves j and the bloodlefs change was accom- 
plilhed by a meflage and a word. The caliphs 
had been degraded by their own weaknefs and 

the 
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chap, the tyranny of the vizirs : their fubjeets blufhed 
LIX - when the defcendant and fuccefl'or of the pro- 
phet prefented his naked hand to the rude gripe 
of a Latin ambafl’ador j they wept when he fent 
the hair of his women, a fad emblem of their 
grief and terror, to excite the pity of the 
End of the Sultan of Damafcus. By the command of 
Caliph^ Noureddin, and the fentence of the doctors, the 
a.d. holy names of Abubeker, Omar, and Otliman, 
1I;I * were folemnly reftored: the Caliph Mofthadi, of 
Bagdad, was acknowledged in the public prayers 
as the true commander of the faithful 5 and the 
green livery of the Ions of Ali was exchanged 
for the black colour of the Abbaflides. The 
laft of his race, the Caliph Adhed, who furvived 
only ten days, expired in happy ignorance of 
his fate : his treafures fecured the loyalty of the 
foldiers, and filenced the murmurs of the fe£ia- 
ries ; and in all fubfequent revolutions Egypt 
has never departed from the orthodox tradition 
of the Modems 4S . 

Reign and The hilly country beyond the Tigris is oc- 
of Saladin. cupied by the pad oral tribes of the Curds 46 $ 

For this great revolution of Egypt fee William of Tyre (I, xix, 

5, 6, 7- 12 — 31. xx. 5 — 12.), Bohadin (in Vit. Saladin, p. 30— 39.), 
Abulfeda (in Excerpt. Schultens, p. 1 — 12.), D’llerbelot (Bibliot. 
Orient. Adhed . Fat hem ah. but very incorrect), Renaudot (Hift. Pa- 
triarch. Alex. p. 522 — 525-532 — 537)> Vert ot (I lift, des Chevaliers 
de Malihe, tom. i. p. 141 — 163. in 4to.), and M. de Guignes (tom. ii. 
p. 185 — 21 5-> 

46 For the Curds fee de Guignes, tom. i. p.416, 417, the Index 
Geographicus of Schultens, and Tavernier, Voyages, p. i. p. 308, 
309. The Ayoubites defeended from the tribe of the Rawadisei, one 
of the nobleft ; but as they were infe&ed with the herefy of the Me> 
tevnpfychofis, the orthodox fultans inlinuated that their defeent was 
only on the mother's lide, and that their anccftor was a ftranger who 
fettled among the Curds. 

a people 
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a people hardy, ftrong, favage, impatient of the < 
yoke, addicted to rapine, and tenacious of the v 
government of their national chiefs. The rcfem- 
blance of name, fituation, and manners, feems 
to identify them with the Carduchians of the 
Greeks 47 ; and they (till defend againll the Ot- 
toman Porte the antique freedom which they 
aflerted againft the fuccefl'ors of Cyrus. Po- 
verty and ambition prompted them to embrace 
the profeliion of mercenary loldiers : the fervicc 
of his father and uncle prepared the reign of the 
Great Saladin 4 *; and the foil of Job or Ayub, a 
fimple Curd, magnanimoufly fmiled at his pedi- 
gree, which flattery deduced from the Arabian 
Caliphs 4> . So unconfcious was Noureddin of 
the impending ruin of his houfe, that he con- 
ltrained the reluctant youth to follow his uncle 
Shiracouh into Egypt: his military char after 
was eltablifhed by the defence of Alexandria ; 
and if we may believe the Latins, he fblicited 
and obtained from the Chriftian general the 
■profane honours of knighthood* 0 . On the death 

of 

47 See the ivth book of the Anabaiis of Xenophon. The ten thou- 
fand fufFered more from the arrows of the free Carduchians, than 
from the fplendid weaknefs of the great King. 

48 We are indebted to the profeflor Schultens (Lugd, Bat. 17 55, in 
folio) for the richeft and mol\ authentic materials, a life of Saladiri by 
his friend and minifter the Cadhi Bohadin, and copious extracts from 
the hiltory of his kinfman the prince Abulfeda of Hamah. To thele 
we may add, the article of Salabeddin in the Bibliotheque Orientale, 
and all that may be gleaned from the Dynaities of Abulpharagius. 

4y Since Abulfeda was himfelf an Ayoubite, he may ihare the praife, 
for imitating, at leaft tacitly, the modeftv of the founder. 

57 Hift. Hierofol. in tho Gcita Dei per Francos, p. 1153* A firm- 
lar example may be found in Joinville ^p. 41- * Ait -on du Louvre) ; 

vot. xl. K but 
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c H A P. of Shiraeouh, the office of Grand Vizir was 

LI^C 

. , bellowed on Saladin, as the youngeft and leatt 

powerful of the emirs ; but with the advice of 
his father, whom lie invited to Cairo, his genius 
obtained the afcendant over his equals, and at- 
tached the army to his pcrfon and interelt. 
While Noureddin lived, thcle ambitious Curds 
were the moll humble of his Haves : and the in- 
difcreet murmurs of the Divan were lilenced by 
the prudent Ayub, who loudly protefted that at 
the command of the Sultan he himlelf would lead 
his ion in chains to the foot of the throne. “ Such 
language,” he added in private, “ was prudent 
“ and proper in an aflembly of your rivals; but 
“ we are now above fear and obedience ; and the 
“ threats of Noureddin fhall not extort the tri- 
“ bate of a l'ugar-cane.” His feaionable death 
relieved them from the odious and doubtful 
conflict : his lbn, a minor of eleven years of age, 
was left for a while to the emirs of Damafcus ; 
and the new lord of Egypt was decorated by 
the caliph with every title that could fan6tify 
his ufurpation in the eyes of the people. Nor 
was Saladin long content with the pofleffion of 
Egypt ; lie defpoiled the Chriilians of Jeruialem, 
and the Atabeks of Damafcus, Aleppo, and 
Diarbekir: Mecca and Medina acknowledged 


but the pious St.Louis refuted to dignify infidels with the order of 
Chriftian knighthood (Ducange, Obfervations, p. 70.). 

Sl Jn thefe Arabic titles, religionis muft always he underftood ; Nou~ 
reddhiy lumen r. ; E'zzodhi^ decus ; A mad oddiu y columen : our hero’s 
proper name was Joleph, and he was ftyled Salahoddin, falus ; Al 
Mahchus-t Al Naftrus } rex defenfor ; Abu Medafftr* pater vi&oriae. 
Schultens, Prsefat. 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


him for their temporal protestor : his brother CHAP, 
fubdued the diftant regions of Yemen, or the , LIX ' f 
Happy Arabia; and at thejhour of his death, his 
empire was l'pread from the African Tripoli to 
the Tigris, and from the Indian ocean to the 
mountains of Armenia. In the judgment of his 
character, the reproaches of trealbn and ingra- 
titude Itrike forcibly on our minds, imprelfed as 
they are with the principle and experience of 
law and loyalty. But his ambition may in fome 
meafure be excufed by the revolutions of AIia 3 % 
which had erafed every notion of legitimate fuc- 
ceffion ; by the recent example of the Atabeks 
thcmfelves ; by his reverence to the fon of his 
benefactor, his humane and generous behaviour 
to the collateral branches ; by their incapacity 
and his merit ; by the approbation of the ca- 
liph, the foie lource of all legitimate power; and, 
above all, by the willies and intereft of the 
people, whole happinefs is the fir It object of go- 
vernment. In his virtues, and in thole of his 
patron, they admired the Angular union of the 
hero and the faint ; for both Noureddiu and 
Sal ad in are ranked among the Mahomedan 
faints ; and the conftant meditation of the holy 
war appears to have Hied a ferious and lbber 
colour over their lives and a6tions. The youth 
of the latter iJ was addicted to wine and women ; 
but his afpiring Ipirit foon renounced the temp- 


52 Abulfcda, who defeended from a brother of Saladin, obferves 
from many examples, that the founders of riynafties took the guilt for 
thcmfelves, and left the reward to their innocent collaterals (Excerpt, 
p. io.). 

53 Sec his life and chara&cr in Renaudot, p. S3 7 — 548. 
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chap, tations of pleafure, for the graver follies of fame 
lix. a nd dominion : the garment of Saladin was of 
coarle woollen ; water was his only drink ; and 
while he emulated the temperance, he furpaffed 
the chaftitv, of his Arabian prophet. Both in 
faith and practice he was a rigid Mufulman ; he 
ever deplored that the defence of religion had 
not allowed him to accomplifh the pilgrimage of 
Mecca ; but at the Hated hours, five times each 
day, the Sultan devoutly prayed with his bre- 
thren ; the involuntary omiffion of failing was 
fcrupuloufly repaid; and his perufal of the Koran 
on horleback between the approaching armies, 
may be quoted as a proof j however oftentatious, 
of piety and courage J4 . The fuperflitious doc- 
trine of the feet of Shafei was the only fludy that 
he deigned to encourage : the poets werefafe in 
tiis contempt ; but all profane fcience was the 
object of his averfion ; and a philolbpher, who 
liad vented lome f])cculative novelties, was 
f'eized and ftrangled by the command of the 
royal faint. The juflice of his divan was accei- 
iible to the meaneft fuppliant againft himfelf 
and his minifters; and it was only for a king- 
dom that Saladin would deviate from the 
rule of equity. While the defeemlants of Sel- 
juk and Zenghi held his ftirrup and fmoothed 
his garments, he was affable and patient with 
the meaneft of his fervants. So boundlefs wars 
his liberality, that he diflributed twelve thoufand 

- 4 Hist civil and religious virtues are celebrated in the firft chapter of 
Bohadin (p. 4— 30.}, himfelf an eye-witnefs, and an honeft bigot. 
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horfes at the fiege of Acre ; and, at the time of c H A P* 
his death, no more than forty-feven drams of LIX ‘ . 
lilver and one piece of gold coin were found in 
the treafury ; yet in a martial reign, the tributes 
were diminilhed, and the wealthy citizens en- 
joyed without fear or danger the fruits of their 
indultry. Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, were adorned 
by the royal foundations of hofpitals, colleges, 
and mofques ; and Cairo was fortified with a 
wall and citadel ; but his works were confecrated 
to public ufe ' 5 , nor did the Sultan indulge him- 
f elf in a garden or palace of private luxury. In 
a fanatic age, himfelf a fanatic, the genuine 
virtues of Saladin commanded the efteem of the 
Chriftians : the Emperor of Germany gloried in 
his friendfhip 56 j the Greek Emperor folicited 
his alliance 57 ; and the conquefl of Jerufalem 
diffufed, and perhaps magnified, his fame both 
in the Eaft and Welt. 

During its fhort exiftence, the kingdom of His con- 
Jerufalem 58 was fupported by the difeord of the 
Turks and Saracens ; and both the Fatimite ca- <iom, 
liplis and the fultans of Damafcus were tempted A - D - 
to facrifice the caufe of their religion to the juiy 7 * ; 
meaner confiderations of private and prefent 
advantage. But the powers of Egypt, Syria, and 

ss 111 many works, particularly Jofcph’s well in the cattle of Cairo, 
tlie Sultan and the Patriarch have been confounded by the ignorance 
of natives and travellers. 

5!i Anonym. Canifii, torn. iii. p. ii. p.504. 

v; Bohadin, p. 129, 130. 

For the Latin kingdom of Jerufalem, fee William of Tyre, from the 
ixth to the xxiid book. Jacob a Vitriaco, Hilt. Hierofolem. 1. i. and 
Sanutus, Secreta Fidelium Crucis, I. iii. p. vi. vii. viii. ix. 

K .3 
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chap- Arabia, were now united by an hero, whom na- 

. JJX ’ , ture and fortune had armed againft the Chrif- 
tians. All without, now bore the molt threaten- 
ing afpeet j and all was feeble and hollow in the 
internal Hate of Jerufalem. After the two firlt 
Baldwins, the brother and coufin of Godfrey of 
Bouillon, the fceptre devolved by female fuccef- 
lion to Melifenda, daughter of the fecond Bald- 
win, and her hufband Fulk, Count of Anjou, 
the father, by a former marriage, of our Englifh 
Plantagenets. Their two fons, Baldwin the 
third, and Amaury, waged a firenuous, and not 
rmfuccefsful war againft the infidels ; but the 
fon of Amaury, Baldwin the fourth, was de- 
prived by the leprofy, a gift of the crufades, of 
the faculties both of mind and body. His filter 
Sybilla, the mother of Baldwin the fifth, was his 
natural heirefs : after the fulpicious death of her 
child, file crowned her fecond luifband, Guy of 
Lufignan, a prince of a handfome perlon, but of 
fuch bale renown, that his own brother Jeffrey 
was heard to exclaim, “ Since they have made 
“ him a king, furely they would have made me 
“ a god !” The choice was generally blamed ; 
and the molt powerful vafial, Raymond Count of 
Tripoli, who had been excluded from the fuccef- 
fion and regency, entertained an implacable ha- 
tred againft the King, and expofed his honour 
and confcience to the temptations of the Sultan. 
Such were the guardians of the holy city ; a 
leper, a child, a woman, a coward, and a traitor : 
yet its fate was delayed twelve years by fonie fup- 
plies from Europe, by the valour of the military 

orders. 
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orders, and by the diftant or domeftic avocations ( 
of their great enemy. At length, on every fide 
the finking date was encircled and prefled by an 
hoftile line ; and the truce was violated by the 
Franks, whofe exiftence it protected. A foldier 
of fortune, Reginald of" Chatillon, had feized a 
fortrefs on the edge of the defert, from whence 
he pillaged the caravans, infulted Mahomet, 
and threatened the cities of Mecca and Medina. 
Saladin condefcended to complain ; rejoiced in 
the denial of juftice ; and at the head of four- 
fcore thoufand horfe and foot, invaded the Holy 
Land. The choice of Tiberias for his firft fiege 
was fuggefted by the Count of Tripoli, to whom 
it belonged ; and the King of Jerufalcm was 
perfuaded to drain his garril'ons, and to arm bis 
people, for the relief of that important place w . 
By the advice of the perfidious Raymond, the 
Chriftians were betrayed into a camp deftitute 
of water : he fled on the firft onlet, with the 
curfes of both nations ‘° : Lufignan was over- 
thrown, with the lofs of thirty thoufand men ; 
and the wood of the true crofs, a dire mill 
fortune ! was left in the power of the infidels. 
The royal captive was conducted to the tent of 
Saladin ; and as he fainted with thirft and terror, 
the generous vi6tor prefented him with a cup of 

S3 Templarii ut apes bombabant et Hofpitalarii ut vcnti ftridebant, 
ct barones le exito offerebant et Turcopuli (the Chriftian light troops) 
femet ipfi in igncm injiciebant (Ifpahani de Expugnatione Kudfitica* 
p. 1 8 . apud Schultcns) ; a fpecimen of Arabian eloquence, fomewhat 
differerlt from the ftyle of Xenophon ! 

60 The Latins affirm, the Arabians infmuate, the treafon of Ray- 
mond ; but had he really embraced their religion, he would have been 
a faint and a hero in the eyes of the latter. 

k 4 fherbet 
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chap, fherbet cooled in fnow, without fuffering his 
LIX • • » 0 

. ‘ ■ companion, Reginald of Chatillon, to partake of 

this pledge of hofpitality and pardon. “ The 
“ perfon and dignity of a King,” faid the Sultan, 
“ are facred ; but this impious robber mud in- 
* e llantly acknowledge the prophet, whom he 
“ lias blafphemed, or meet the death which he 
“ has fo often deferved.” On the proud or 
confcientious refufal of the Chriftian warrior. 
Salad in ftruck him on the head with his fcymetar, 
and Reginald was difpatched by the guards 6I . 
The trembling Lufignan was lent to Damafcus to 
an honourable prifon and fpeedy ranfom ; but 
the victory was Ruined by the execution of two 
hundred and thirty knights of the hofpital, the 
intrepid champions anti martyrs of their faith. 
The kingdom was left without a head 5 and of 
the two grand maRers of the military orders, the 
one was Rain and the other was a prifoner. From 
all the cities, both of the fea-coaR and the inland 
country, the garrifons had been drawn away for 
this fatal field : Tyre and Tripoli alone could 
elcape the rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three 
months after the battle of Tiberias, lie appeared 
in arms before the gates of Jerufalem 6 '. 


61 Renaud, Reginald, or Arnold de Chatillon, is celebrated by the 
Latins in his life and death ; but the circumftances of the latter are 
more diltin&ly related by Bohadin and Abulfeda ; and Joinville (Hift. 
de St. Louis, p. 70.) alludes to the practice of Saladin, of never put- 
ting to death a prifoner who had tailed his bread and lalt. Some of , 
the companions of Arnold bad been llaughteied* and alnioft facrificed, 
in a valley of Mecca, ubi facrificia ma&antur (Abulfeda, p. 33.). 

1,2 Vertot, who well defcribes the lofsof the kingdom and city (Hift. 
des Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i. 1. ii. p. t%6 — 278, inferts two ori- 
ginal epiftles of a knight templar. 


He 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


137 

He might expert, that the liege of a city lo c h A P. 
venerable on earth and in heaven, fo interefting , LIX ~ 
to Europe and Alia, woidd rekindle the laft an dcityof 
lparks of enthuliafm ; and that, of lixty thoufand Jerufciem, 
Chriftians, every man would be a loldier, and Ilg ^ D ' 
every foldier a candidate for martyrdom. But OAober 2. 
Queen Sybilla trembled for herfelf and her cap- 
tive huiband ; and the barons and knights, who 
had efcaped from the fword and chains of the 
Turks, difplayed the fame factious andfelfilhlpirit 
in the public ruin. The moft numerous portion 
of the inhabitants were compofed of the Greek 
and Oriental Chriltians, whom experience had 
taught to prefer the Mahometan before the Latin 
yoke <J ; and the holy fepulchre attracted a bale 
and needy crowd, without arms or courage, who 
fublifted only on the charity of the pilgrims. 

Some feeble and lnifty efforts were made for 
the defence of Jerufaiem; but in the Ipace of 
fourteen days, a victorious army drove back the 
fallies of the belieged, planted their engines, 
opened the wall to the breadth of fifteen cubits, . 
applied their fcaling-ladders, and erected on the 
breach twelve banners of the prophet and the 
Sultan. It was in vain that a bare-foot procef- 
fion of the Queen, the women, and the monks, 
implored the Son of God to lave his tomb and 
his inheritance from impious violation. Their 
foie hope was in the mercy of the conqueror, 
and to their firft fuppliant deputation that mercy 
was fternly denied. “ lie had fworn to avenge the 


■” Renaudot, Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 545. 

“ patience 
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Chap. “ patience and long-fuffering of the Modems ; 
• ■ “ the hour of forgivenefs was elapfed, and the 

“ moment was now arrived to expiate, in blood, 
“ the innocent blood, which had been fpilt by 
“ Godfrey and the firft crufaders.” But a del- 
pirate and fuccefsful flruggle of the Franks ad- 
monilhed the Sultan that his triumph was not 
yet fecure ; he lifteried with reverence to a folemn 
adjuration in the name of the common father of 
mankind; and a fentimcnt of human fympathy 
mollified the rigour of fanaticifm and conqueft. 
He contented to accept the city, and to Ipare the 
inhabitants. The Greek and Oriental Chriftians 
were permitted to live under his dominion ; but 
it was flipulated, that in forty days all the Franks 
and Latins thou Id evacuate Jerufalem, and be 
fafely conducted to the tea-ports of Syria and 
Egypt; that ten peices of gold thould be paid 
for each man, five for each woman, and one for 
every child ; and that thofe who were unable to 
purchafe their freedom fhouid be detained in 
perpetual tlavery. Of fome writers it is a favou- 
rite and invidious theme to compare the huma- 
nity of Saladin with the matfacre of the firft 
crufade. The difference would be merely per- 
fonal ; but we fhouid not forget that the Chrif- 
tians had offered to capitulate, and that the 
Mahometans of Jerufalem fuflained the laft ex- 
tremities of an affault and ftorm. Jullice is 
indeed due to the fidelity with which the Turkifh 
conqueror fulfilled the conditions of the treaty; 
and he may be defervedly praifed for the glance 
of pity which he call on the mifery of the van- 

16 quiflied. 
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. quilhed. Inltead of a rigorous exaction of liis CHAP, 
debt, he accepted a fum of thirty thouiand by- . L1X ‘ , 
zants, for the ranlom of l'even thouiand poor; 
two or three thouiand more were difmifiecl by 
his gratuitous clemency ; and the number of ilaves 
was reduced to eleven or fourteen thouiand per- 
fons. In his interview with the Queen, bis words, 
and even his tears, fug-gelled the kindelt confbla- 
tions; his liberal alms were diilributed among 
tliofe who had been made orphans or widows by 
the fortune of war; and while the knights of the 
lioipital were in arms again ft him, he allowed 
their more pious brethren to continue, during 
the term of a year, the care and iervice of the 
lick. In thefe acts of mercy the virtue of fSala- 
din deferves our admiration and love : he was 
above the neceflity of diffimulation, and his (tern 
fanaticilin would have prompted him to diflem- 
ble, rather than to affedt, this profane compaffion 
for the enemies of the Koran. After Jerufalem 
had been delivered from the prefence of the 
ltrangers, the Sultan made Iris triumphant entry, 
his banners waving in the wind, and to the 
harmony of martial mufic. The great mofeh of 
Omar, which had been converted into a church, 
was again confecrated to one God and his pro- 
phet Mahomet; the walls and pavement were 
purified with role- water; and a pulpit, the labour 
of Noureddin, was created in the landluary. 

Hut when the golden crofs that glittered on the 
dome was call down, and dragged through the 
ftrects, the Chriftians of every feed uttered a 
lamentable groan, which was anfwered by the 

joyful 
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chap, joyful lhouts of the Moflems. In four ivory 
, kiX* f chefts the patriarch had collected the crofi’es, the 
images, the vafes, and the relics ©f the holy 
place: they were fcized by the conqueror, who 
was delirous of prefenting the Caliph with the 
trophies of Chriftian idolatry. He was per- 
fuaded, however, to entruft them to the patriarch 
and Prince of Antioch; and the pious pledge 
was redeemed by Richard of England, at the 
expence of fifty-two thoufand byzanls of gold ' J . 
The third The nations might fear and liope the inline* 
rea" 1 ^‘ a *- e al| d final expulfion of the Latins from >Sy- 
ix88. ria ; which was yet delayed above a century alter 
the death of Saladin* 5 . In the career of victory, 
he was firft checked by the refill an ce of Tyre ; 
the troops and garrifons, which had capitulated, 
were imprudently conducted to the fame port : 
their numbers were adequate to the defence of 
the place ; and the arrival of Conrad of Mont- 
ferrat infpired the diforderly crowd with confi- 
dence and union. His father, a venerable pil- 
grim, had been made prifoner in the battle of 
Tiberias ; but that difiilter was unknown in Italy 
and Greece, when the lbn was urged by ambi- 
tion and piety to vilit the inheritance of his royal 
nephew, the infant Baldwin. The view of the 

*■* For the conqueft of Jcrufalem, Boliadin (p. 67 — 75.) and Ahul- 
feda (p* 40 — 43 -) are our Mo fie m witnefles. Of the Chriftian, Ber- 
nard Thefaurarius (c. 151 — 167.) is the moft copious and authentic; 
fee likewiie Matthew Paris (p. 120 — 124 ). 

* s The fieges of Tyre and Acre are moft copioufly delcribed by 
Bernard Thefaurarius (de Acquifitione Terrae SainStse, c. 167 — 1 79 - 5 » 
the author of the Iliftoria Hierofolymitana (p. 1150 — 1172. in Bongar- 
hus), Abulfeda (p. 43 — 50.), and Bohadin (p. 75 — 179A 

Turkifli 
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Turkifh banners warned him from the hoftile CHAP. 
’ coaff of Jaffa ; and Conrad was unanimoufly , L1 *‘ , 
hailed as the prince and champion of Tyre, 
which was already befleged by the conqueror of 
Jerufalem. The firmnefs of his zeal, and per- 
haps his knowledge of a generous foe, enabled 
him to brave the threats of the Sultan, and to 
declare, that fliould his aged parent be expofed 
before the walls, he himfelf would difcharge the 
firft arrow, and glory in his defcent from a Chrif- 
tian martyr' 6 . The Egyptian fleet was allowed 
to enter the harbour of Tyre ; but the chain was 
fuddenly drawn, and five gallies were either 
funk or taken : a thoufand Turks were flain in a 
fill ly ; and Saladin, after burning his engines, con- 
cluded a glorious campaign by a difgraceful re- 
treat to Damafeus. lie was loon afiailed by a more 
formidable temped. The pathetic narratives, 
and even the pictures, that reprefented in lively 
colours the fervitiule and profanation of Jeru- 
falem, awakened the torpid fenfibilitv of Europe : 
the Emperor Frederic TJarbarofla, and the Kings 
of France and England, afliuned the crofs ; and 
the tardy magnitude of their armaments was an- 
ticipated by the marit ime Hates of the Mediter- 
ranean and the Ocean. The fkilful and provi- 
dent. Italians fluff embarked in the fhips of 
Genoa, Pita, and Venice. They were fpeedilv 
followed by the mod eager pilgrims of France, 
Normandy, and the Welteni Illes. The power- 


I have followed a moderate and probable reprefentation of the 
fa£t ; by Vertot, who adopts without relu<ffance a romantic tale, the 
old marquis is usually expofed to the darts of the belieged. 
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chap, ful fuccour of Flahders, Frife, and Denmark, 
■ LIX ‘ filled near a hundred veflels ; and the Northern 
warriors were diltinguilhed in the field by a lofty 
ftature and a ponderous battle-axe 67 . Their in- 
creafing multitudes could no longer be confined 
within the walls of Tyre, or remain obedient to 
the voice of Conrad. They pitied the misfor- 
tunes, and revered the dignity, of Lufignan, who 
was releafed from prifon, perhaps, to divide the 
army of the Franks. He propofed the recovery 
of Ptolemais, or Acre, thirty miles to the fouth 
of Tyre; and the place was firlt invefted by two 
thouland horfe and thirty thoufaud foot under 
his nominal command. I fhall not expatiate on 
the Itory of this memorable liege; which laded 
near two years, and confumed, in a narrow fpace, 
siege of the forces of Europe and Alia. Never did the 
A< a d fiame of cnthufiafm burn with fiercer and more 
1189, July deftruelive rage ; nor could the true believers, 
A.D. a common appellation, who confecrated their 
n 9 1, July. martyrs, refute fomc applaufe to the mil- 

taken zeal and courage of their adverlarics. At 
the found of the holy trumpet, the Mollems of 
Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the Oriental provinces, 
affembled under the fervant of the prophet 63 : his 
camp was ])itched and removed within a few 
miles of Acre ; and he laboured, night and day, 

67 Northmanni ct Gothi, ct cseteri populi infularum quse inter occi- 
clentem et feptentrionem fitse funt, gentes bellicofae, corporis procerif 
mortis intrepidse, bipennibus armalse, navibus rotundis qua: Yfnachise 
dicuntur adve&ae. 

68 The hiftorian of Jerufalem (p. i io8.) adds the nations of the Eaft 
from the Tigris to India, and the fwarthy tribes of Moors and Getu- 
lians, fo that Afia and Africa fought againft Europe. 


for 
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for the relief of his brethren and the annoyance 
. of the Franks. Nine battles, not unworthy of 
the name, were fought, in the neighbourhood of 
mount Carmel, with fuch viciflitude of fortune, 
that in one attack, the Sultan forced his way into 
the city ; that in one fally, the Chriftians pene- 
trated to the royal tent. By the means of divers 
and pigeons, a regular correfpondence was main- 
tained with the befieged ; and, as often as the fea 
was left open, the exhaufted garrifon was with- 
drawn, and a frelh fupply was poured into the 
place. The Latin camp was thinned by famine, 
the fword, and the climate ; but the tents of 
the dead were replenilhcd ' with new pilgrims, 
who exaggerated the ftrength and fpeed of their 
approaching countrymen. The vulgar was afto- 
nilhed by the report, that the Pope himfelf, with 
an innumerable erufade, was advanced as far 
as Conftantinople. The march of the Emperor 
filled the Eaft with more ferious alarms ; the 
obftacles which he encountered in Alia, and 
perhaps in Greece, were railed by the policy of 
Saladin ; his joy on the death of Barbaroffa was 
meafured by his elleem ; and the Chriftians 
were rather difmayed than encouraged at the 
fight of the Duke of Swabia and his way-worn 
remnant of five thouland Germans. At length, 
in the fpring of the fecond year, the royal 
fleets of France and England call anchor in the 
bay of Acre, and the fiege was more vigoroufly 
profecuted by the youthful emulation of the two 
Kings, Philip Auguftus and Richard Plantagenet. 
After every refource had been tried, and every 


1 43 

HAP. 
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chap, hope was exhaufled, the defenders of Acre fub- 
ux. mitted to their fate ; a capitulation was granted,' 
but their lives and liberties were taxed at the 
hard conditions of a ranforn of two hundred 
thoufand pieces of gold, the deliverance of one 
hundred nobles, and fifteen hundred inferior 
captives, and the reftoration of the wood of the 
holy crols. Some doubts in the agreement, 
and tome delay in the execution, rekindled the 
fury of the Franks, and three thoufand Modems, 
almoft in the Sultan’s view, were beheaded by 
the command of the fanguinary Richard 69 . By 
the conqueft of Acre, the Latin powers acquired 
a flrong town and a convenient harbour; but 
the advantage was mofl dearly purchafed. The 
minifler and hiflorian of Saladin computes, from 
the report of the enemy, that their numbers, at 
different periods, amounted to five or fix hun- 
dred thoufand ; that more than one hundred 
thoufand Clirillians were llain ; that a far greater 
number was loft by difeafe or fhipwreck ; and 
that a fmall portion of this mighty hofl could 
return in fafety to their native countries 7C . 


Bohadin, p. 1 80 ; and this maflacre is neither denied nor blamed 
by the Chriftian hiftorians. Alacritur jufla cotnplentes (the Englifh 
foldiers), fays Galfridus a Vinefauf (i. 4. c. 4. p. 46.), who fixes 
at *700 the number of victims ; who are multiplied to 5000 by Roger 
Hoveden (p. 697, 698.). The humanity or avarice of Philip Auguftus 
was perfuaded to ranfom his priibners (Jacob, a Vitriaco, 1 . i. c. 98. 

p. ii**.). 

7 Bohadin, p. 14. He quotes the judgment of Balianus, and tiie 
prince of Sidon, and adds, ex illo mundo quafi hominum pauciilinii it- 
dierunt. Among the Chriflians who died before St. John d’Acre, I find 
the Englifh names of De Ferrers Earl of Derby (Dugdale, Baronage, 
parti, p. *60.), Mowbray (idem, p. 1*4.), De Mandevil, De Fiennes, 
St. John, Scrope, Bigot, Talbot, & c. 

Philip 
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Philip Auguftus, and Richard the fir ft, are chap. 
'the only Kings of France and England, who , LIX ‘ t 
have fought under the fame banners; but the Richard of 
holy fervice, in which they were enlifted, was England, in 
inceffantly dillurbed by their national jealoufv ; 
and the two factions, which they protected in 1191. 
Paleltine, were more averfe to each other than ll9S ’ 
to the common enemy. In the eyes of the 
Orientals, the French monarch was fuperior in 
dignity and power ; and, in the Emperor’s ab- 
fence, the Latins revered him as their temporal 
chief 71 . His exploits were not adequate to his 
fame. Philip was brave, but the ftatefman pre- 
dominated in his character ; he was foon weary 
of facrificing his health and intereft on a barren 
coaft ; the furrender of Acre became the lignal 
of his departure; nor could hejuftify this un- 
popular defertion, by leaving the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, with five hundred knights, and ten thou- 
fand foot, for the fervice of the Holy Land. 

The King of England, though inferior in dig- 
nity, furpalfed his rival in wealth and military 
renown 7; : and if heroifm be confined to brutal 
and ferocious valour, Richard Plantagenet will 
Hand high among the heroes of the age. The 

71 Magnus hie apud cos, interque reges corum turn virtute, turn 

m-ijeltate eminens fiimrnuc rerum arbiter (Boh a din, p. 179.)* 

He does not feem to have known the names either of Philip or 
Richard. 

11 Rex Anglia* prseilreniuis .... rege Gallorum minor apud eoa 
cenfebatur ratione regni atque dignitatis ; led turn divitiis florentior, 
turn bellica virtute mu! to erat eelebrior (Bohadin, p. i6i.). A # 

ftranger might admire thofe riches ; tlie national luftorians will tell 
with what iawdefs and wait end opprefhon they were colle&ed. 

vol. xi. l memory 
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c h A p. memory of (four dc Lion , of the lion-hearted 
LIX * prince, was long dear and glorious to his Eng-' 
liih fubjefts ; and, at the didance of lixty years, 
it was celebrated in proverbial fayings by the 
grandfons of the Turks and Saracens, againft 
whom he had fought : his tremendous name was 
employed by the Syrian mothers to filence their 
infants j and if an horfe fuddenly darted from 
the w r ay, his rider was wont to exclaim, “ Doft 
“ thou think King Richard is in that bulb 73 ?” 
His cruelty to the Mahometans was the effect 
of temper and zeal ; but I cannot believe that a 
foldier, lb free and fearlefs in the life of his 
lance, would have defcended to whet a dagger 
againft his valiant brother Conrad of Montierrat, 
who was flain at Tyre by fomc feeret aflaflins 74 . 
After the furrender of Acre, and the departure 
of Philip, the King of England led the cru- 
faders to the recovery of the fea-coaft ; and the 
cities of Cmlarea and Jafla were added to the 
fragments of the kingdom of Lufignan. A 
march of one hundred miles from Acre to Af- 
calon, w 7 as a great and perpetual battle of eleven 
days. In the diforder of his troops, Saladin 
remained on the field with fcventcen guards, 
without lowering his ftandard, or fufpending the 

7 - Join vl lie, p. 17. Culdes-tu que ce foit le roi Richart ? 

74 Yet he was guilty in the opinion of the Moflems, who aftefl the 
confefiion of the aflaflins, that they were fent by the King of England 
(Bohadin, p.225.); and his only defence is an abfurd and palpable 
forgery (Hijt. de r Academic dcs Infcriptions, tom.xvi. p. 155 — 163.)* 
a pretended letter from the prince of the aflaflins, the Sheich, or old 
man of the mountain, who juftified Richard, by a {Turning to himfelf 
the guilt or merit of the murder. 


found 
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found of his brazen kettle-drum : he again ral- chap. 
lied and renewed the charge ; and his preachers . L1X * . 
or heralds called aloud on the Unitarians, man- 
fully to Hand up againft the Chriltian idola- 
ters. But the prog refs of thefe idolaters was 
irrefiftible : and it was only by demdlilhing the 
walls and buildings of Afcalon, that the fultan 
could pievent them from occupying an impor- 
tant fortrefs on the confines of Egypt. During 
a levere winter, the armies flept ; but in the 
fpring, the Franks advanced within a day’s 
march of Jerufalem, under the leading ftandard 
of the Englilh King, and his a6tive Ipirit inter- 
cepted a convoy, or caravan, of leven thoufand 
camels. Saladin 75 had fixed his ftation in the 


|ioly city ; but the city was {truck with confter- 
nation and difcord : he faded ; he prayed ; he 
preached ; he offered to lh are the dangers of the 
fiege ; but his Mamalukes who remembered the 
Hate of their companions at Acre, prefled the ful- 
tan with loyal or feditious clamours, to referve his 
perl'on and their courage, for the future defence 
of their religion and empire 76 . The Moflems 
were delivered by the hidden, or, as they deemed, 
the miraculous retreat of the Chriftians 77 } and 

the 


7S See the diftrefs and pious firmnels of Saladin, as they are deferibed 
by Bohadin (p. 7 — 9. 235 — himfelf harangued the defenders 
of Jerufalem ; their fears were not unknown, to the enemy (Jacob. & 
Vitriaco, l.i. c. 100. p. 1123. Vlnifauf, i. v. c.50. p. 399.). 

7 '' Yet unlefs the fuitan, or an Ayoubitc prince, remained in Jerufa* 
lem, nec Curdi, Turcis, nec Turci aflent obtemperaturi Curdis (Bo* 
fcadin, p. 236.). He draws afide a corner of the political curtain* 

77 Bohadin (p.237.). and even Jeffrey de Vinifauf, l.vi. c. 1— 8* 

% p.403 — 
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chap, the laurels of Richard were blafted by the pru, 
I,rx * dence, or envy, of his companions. The hero, 
afcending an hill, and veiling his face, exclaimed 
with an indignant voice, “ Thofe who are un- 
“ willing to refcue, are unworthy to view, the 
<c fepulchre of Chrift !” After his return to 
Acre, on the news that Jaffa was furprifed by 
the fultan, he failed with lome merchant veffels, 
and leaped foremoft on the beach ; the callle 
was relieved by his prefence ; and fixty thoufand 
Turks and Saracens fled before his arms. The 
difcovery of his weaknefs provoked them to re- 
turn in the morning ; and they founu him care- 
lefsly encamped before the gates with only 
feventeen knights and three hundred archers. 
Without counting their numbers, he luftained 
their charge ; and we learn from the evidence 


of his enemies, that the King of England, grafp- 
ing his lance, rode furioufly along their front, 
from the right to the left wing, without meet- 
ing an adverfary who dared to encounter his 
career lH . Am I writing the hiftory of Orlando 
or Amad's ? 


p. 403 —4C9.). aferibe the retreat to Richard himfelf: and Jacobus a 
Vitriaco olferves, that in his impatience to depart, in alterum virum 
mutatus eft (p. 11130. Yet Joinville, a French knight, accufes the 
envy of Hugh Duke of Burgundy (p. 116.), without fuppofing, like 
Matthew Paris, that lie was bribed by Saladin. 

78 The expeditions to Afcalon, Jeiufalem, and Jaffa, are related by 
Bohadin (p. 184—149-) and Abulfeda (p. ji, 51.). The author of the 
Itinerary, or the monk of St. Alban’s, cannot exaggerate the cadhi s 

account of the prowefs of Richard (Vinifauf, 1 . vi. c. 14 — 14. p. 411 

411. Hilt. Major, p. 137—143.;; and on the whole of this war, their 
is a marvellous agreement between the Chriftian and Mahometan 
writers, who mutually praife the virtues of their enemies. 

During 
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During thefe hoftilities, a languid and tedious chap. 
negociation 79 between the Franks and Modems , LIX v , 
was darted and continued, and broken, and ni s treaty 
again refumed, and again broken. Some a6ts of a “ dd ^* a p 
royal courtefy, the gift of fnow and fruit, the s’ ep - 
exchange of Norway hawks and Arabian horfes, tember. 
foftened the aiperity of religious war : from the 
viciffitude of fuccefs, the xnonarc.hs might learn 
to fufpefit that Heaven was neutral in the quarrel ; 
nor, after the trial of each other, could either 
hope for a decifive victory 8o . The health both 
of Richard and Saladin appeared to be in a de- 
clining ftate ; and they relpe6lively fullered the 
evils of diftant and domeftic warfare : Plantage- 
net was impatient to punilli a perfidious rival who 
had invaded Normandy in his abfence ; and the 
indefatigable fultan was fubdued by the cries of 
the people, who was the victim, and of the fol- 
diers, who were the inrtruments, of his martial 
zeal. The firft demands of the King of England 
were the reftitution of Jerufalem, Paleftine, and 
the true crofs ; and he firmly declared, that hitn- 
felf and his brother pilgrims would end their 
lives in the pious labour, rather than return to 


7) See theprogrefs of negociation and hoflility in Bohadin (p. 207 — 
260.), who was himfelf an a< 5 lor in the treaty. Richard declared hi* 
intention of returning with new armies to the conqueft of the Holy- 
Land ; and Saladin anfwered the menace with a civil compliment 
(Vinifauf, l. vi. c. 2 %. p. 423.). 

80 The moft copious and original account of this holy war, is Galfridi 
a Vinifauf Itinerarium Regis Anglorum Richardi et aliorum in Terram 
Ilierofolymorum, in fix books, publifhed in the iid volume of Gale’s 
Scriptores Hill. Anglican® (p. 247 — 429.). Roger Hoveden and 
Matthew Pauis afford likewise many valuable materials ; and tlie 
former deferibes with accuracy, the difeipline and navigation of the 
Englilh fleet. 

l 3 Europe 
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chap. Europe with ignominy and re mode. But the con* 

* LI , X ‘ Science of Saiadin refuted, without fome weighty 

compenfation, to rettore the idols, or promote 
the idolatry, of the Chriftians : he affected, with 
equal firmnefs, his religious and civil claim to 
the fovereignty of Paleftine ; defcanted on the 
importance and fan6tity of Jerufalem ; and re- 
jected all terms of the eltabliffiment, or partition, 
of the Latins. The marriage which Richard pro- 
poled, of his fitter with the fultan’s brother, was 
defeated by the difference of faith : the princets 
abhorred the embraces of a Turk : and Adel, or 
Saphadin, would not eatily renounce a plurality 
of wives. A perfonal interview was declined by 
Saladin, who alleged their mutual ignorance of 
each other’s language ; and the negociation was 
managed with much art and delay by their in- 
terpreters and envoys. The final agreement was 
equally difapproved by the zealots of both par- 
ties, by the Roman pontiff and the Caliph of 
Bagdad. It was ftipulated that Jcrufalem and 
the holy fepulchre Ihould he open, without tri- 
bute or vexation, to the pilgrimage of the Latin 
Chriftians; that, after the demolition of Afcalon, 
they Ihould inclnfively pofiels the fea-coaft from 
Jaffa to Tyre ; that the Count of Tripoli and the 
Prince of Antioch Ihould be comprifed in the 
truce ; and that, during three years and three 
months, all hoftilities Ihould ceafe. The princi- 
pal chiefs of the two armies fwore to the obferv- 
ance of the treaty ; but the monarchs were fatis- 
fied with giving their word and their right hand j 
and the royal majelly was excufed from an oath, 
15 which 
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which always implies fome fufpicion of falfehood CHAP, 
and diflionour. Richard embarked for Europe, ■ LIX * 
to feek a long captivity and a premature grave ; 
and the fpace of a few months concluded the life 
and glories of Saladin. The Orientals defcribe Deat}l o{ 
his edifying death, which happened at Damafcus; Saladin, 
but they feem ignorant of the equal diftribution, 
of his alms among the three religions or of 
the difplay of a lhroud, inftead of a ftandard, to 
admonifli the Eaft of the inflability of human 
greatnefs. The unity of empire was diffolved 
by his death ; his fons were opprefled by the 
ftronger arm of their uncle Saphadin ; the hos- 
tile intcrefls of the fultans of Egypt, Damafcus,. 
and Aleppo s % were again revived; and the 
Franks or Latins flood, and breathed, and 
hoped, in their fortreffes along the Syrian coaft. 

The noblefl monument of a conqueror’s fame, innocent 
and of the terror which he infpired, is the Sa- 
Iadine tenth, a general tax, which was impofed i*i 6. 
on the laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin 
church for the fervice of the holy war. The 
practice was too lucrative to expire with the occa- 
lion ; and this tribute became the foundation of 
all the tithes and tenths on eccleliaflical benefices 
which have been granted by the Homan pontiffs 
to Catholic fovereigns, or referved for the imme- 


Even Vertot (tom.i. p.251.) adopts the fooliih notion of the in- 
difference of Saladin, who profeffed the Koran with his laft breath. 

See the fucceflion of the Ayoubites, in Abulpharagius (Dynaft. 
p. 27 7> &c.), and the tables of M. de Guigncs, J’Art dr Verifier lee 
Dates> an 4 the Bibliotheque Oriental?. 

L 4 


diate 
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chap, diate ufe of the apodolic lee This pecuniary 

. L1X * , emolument mud have tended to increafe the in- 
terell of the popes in the recovery of Paleitine : 
after the death of Saladin they preached the cru- 
fade, by their epidles, their legates, and their 
miffionaries; and the accomplilhmentofthe pious 
work might have been expected from the zeal 
and talents of Innocent the third s \ Under that 
young and ambitious pried, the fucceffors of St. 
Peter attained the full meridian of their great- 
nefs ; and in a reign of eighteen years, he exer- 
cifed a delpotic command over the emperors and 
kings, whom he raifed and depofed ; over the 
nations, whom an interdict of months or years 
deprived, for the offence of their rulers, of the 
exercife of Chridian worlhip. In the council of 
the Lateran he adted as the eccleliadical, almod 
as the temporal, fovereign of the Ead and Wed. 
It was at the feet of his legate that John of Eng- 
land furrendered his crown ; and Innocent may 
boad of the two mod lignal triumphs over fenfe 
and humanity, the edablilhment of tranfubdan- 
tiation, and the origin of the inquilition. At his 
voice, two crufades, the fourth and the fifth, were 
undertaken j but except a king of Hungary, the 


93 Thomaflin (Difcipline de l’Eglife, tom.iii. p. 311 — 374.} has co* 
pioufly treated of the origin, abufes, and reftri&ions of thefe tenths . 
A theory was ftarted, but not purfued, that they were rightfully due 
to the pope, a tenth of the Levites , tenth to the high prieft (Selden 
on Tithes ; fee his works, vol. iii. p. ii. p. 1083,). 

* 4 See the Gefta Innocentii III. in Murat. Script. Rer. Ital. (tom.iii. 
p. 486 — 5 68.). 


princes 
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princes of the fecond order were at the head of c H a p. 
the pilgrims; the forces were inadequate to the ■ 

defign ; nor did the effects correlpond with the 
hopes and wifhes of the pope and the people. 

The fourth crufade was diverted from Syria to The fourth 
Con flan tinople ; and the conqueft of the Greek c . ru ^ de ’ 

1 . , , . . ... /. , A.D.isoi, 

or Roman empire by the JLatins will form the 
proper and important fubjedl of the next chapter. 

In the fifth 3s , two hundred thoufand Franks were 
landed at the eaflern mouth of the Nile. They The 
reafonably hoped that Paleftine muft be fubdued A,D ' Iil8 ' 
in Egypt, the feat and florehoufe of the fultan ; 
and, after a fiege offixteen months, theMoflems 
deplored the lofs of Damietta. But the Chrifl 
tian army was ruined by the pride andinfolence 
of the legate Pelagius, who, in the pope’s name, 
aflumed the character of general : the fickly 
Franks were encompafled by the waters of tlie 
Nile and the Oriental forces ; and it was by the' 
evacuation of Damietta that they obtained a fafe 
retreat, fome conceffions for the pilgrims, and 
the tardy reftitution of the doubtful relic of the 
true crofs. The failure may in fome meafure be 
afcribed to the abufe and multiplication of the 
crufades, which were preached at the fame time 
againft the Pagans of Livonia, the Moors of 
Spain, the Albigeois of France, and the kings of 


^ See the vth crufade, and the fiege of Damietta, in Jacobus a Vi- 
triaco(Liii. p. 1125 — 1149, * n ^ ie Gefta Dei of Bongarfms), an eye* 
witnefs, Bernard Thefaurarius (in Script. Muratori, tom. vii. p. 825 — - 
846. c. 190 — 207.), a contemporary, and Sanutus (Secreta Fidel. 
Crucis, 1 . iii. p. xi. c. 4 — 9.), a diligent compiler; and of the Arabians, 
Abulpharagius (Dynafl. p. 294.)# and the Extra< 5 ls at the end of Join- 
Yille (p. 533. 537. J40. 547> &c.). 

13 Sicily 
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c 11 A P. Sicily of the Imperial family !f . In thefe merito- 

, LIX ~ , rious fervices, the volunteers might acquire at 
home the fame fpiritual indulgence, and a larger 
meafure of temporal rewards; and even the 
pope’s in their zeal againft a domeftic enemy, 
were fometimes tempted to forget the dift refs of 
their Syrian brethren. From the laft age of the 
-cj'ufades they derived the occalional command 
of an army and revenue; and fome deep rea- 
foners have fufpe£led that the whole enterprife, 
from the firft fynod of Placentia, was contrived 
and executed by the policy of Rome. The fuf- 
picion is not founded, either in nature or in fa6t. 
The fucceflors of St. Peter appear to have fol- 
lowed, rather than guided, the impulfe of man- 
ners and prejudice; without much forelight of 
the feafons, or cultivation of . the foil, they 
gathered the ripe and lpontaneous fruits of the 
luperllition of the times. They gathered thefe 
fruits without toil or perfonal danger : in the 
council of the Lateran, Innocent the third de- 
clared an ambiguous refolution of animating the 
crufaders by his example; but the pilot of the 
lacred velfel could not abandon the helm ; nor 
was Paleftine ever blefled with the prefence of a 
Roman pontiff' 37 . 


* 6 To thofe who took the crofs againft Mainfroy, the pope (A. D* 
5 ) granted pleniflimam peccatorum remiflionem. Fideles mira- 
bantur quod tantum eis prornitteret pro fanguine Chriftianorum effun- 
dendo quantum pro cruore infidelium aliquando (Matthew Paris, 
p. 7^5-)* ^ flight for the reafon of the xiiith century. 

87 This Ample idea is agreeable to the good fenfe of Mofheim (In- 
ftitut. Iiift. Ecclef. p. 33 a.), an d the fine philofophy of Hume (Hift. 
of England, vol. i. p. 330*). 


The 
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The perfons, the families, and eilates of the c II A P. 

■* T Ty 

pilgrims, were under the immediate protection , ‘ ' . 

of the popes; and thefe fpiritual patrons foon TheEmpe- 
claimed the prerogative of directing their opera- 
tions, and enforcing, by commands and centimes, leltine, 
the accomplifhment of their vow. Frederic the A - D lJl8 ' 
fecond 8 *, the grandfon of Barbarofla, was fuc- 
cefiively the pupil, the enemy, and the victim of 
the church. At the age of twenty-one years, 
and in obedience to his guardian Innocent the 
third, he atTumed the crofs ; the fame promife 
was repeated at his royal and Imperial corona- 
tions; and his marriage with the heirets of Jeru- 
falem for ever bound him to defend the kingdom 
of his fon Conrad. But as Frederic advanced in 
age and authority, he repented of the rath en- 
gagements of his youth: his liberal lenfe and 
knowledge taught him to delpife the phantoms 
of fuperftition and the crowns of Alia: he no 
longer entertained the fame reverence for the 
fuccefl’ors of Innocent ; and his ambition was 
occupied by the reftoration of the Italian mo- 
narchy from Sicily to the Alps. But the fuc- 
cefs of this project would have reduced the 
popes to their primitive timplicity; and, after 
the delays and excufes of twelve years, they 
urged the Emperor, with intreaties and threats, 
to fix the time and place of his departure for 


The original materials for the crufade of Frederic II. may be 
drawn from Richard de St. Germano (in Muratori, Script. Rerum Ital. 
tom. vii. p. 1002 — 1013.) and Matthew Paris (p. 286. 291. 300. 302. 
304.). The moft rational moderns are, Fleury (Hill. Ecclef. tom xvi.), 
Vertot (Chevaliers de Malthe, tom. i. 1 . iii.), Giannone (Iftoria Civile 
di Napoli, tom, ii. 1 . xvi.), and Muratori (Aniiali d’kalia, tom. x.). 

Paleltine. 
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chap. Paleftine. In the harbours of Sicily and Apulia, 

. IJX ‘ he prepared a fleet of one hundred gallies, and 
of one hundred vefl’els, that were framed to 
tranfport and land two thoufand five hundred 
knights with their horfes and attendants; his 
vaffals of Naples and Germany formed a power- 
ful army : and the number of Englifh crufaders 
was magnified to fixty thoufand by the report 
of fame. But the inevitable, or affe6ted, flow- 
nefs of thefe mighty preparations, confumed 
the ftrength and provifions of the more indigent 
pilgrims ; the multitude was thinned by ficknefs 
and defertion, and the fultry fummer of Calabria 
anticipated the mifehiefs of a Syrian campaign. 
Atlength the Emperor hoilted fail atBrundufium, 
with a fleet and army of forty thoufand men; 
but he kept the fea no more than three days ; 
and his liafty retreat, which was aferibed by his 
friends to a grievous indifpofition, was acculed 
by his enemies as a voluntary and obfiinate dis- 
obedience. l«'or fufpending his vow was Fre* 
deric excommunicated by Gregory the ninth ; 
for prefuming, the next year, to accomplifh his 
vow, he was again excommunicated by the fame 
pope”. While he ferved under the banner of the 
crofs, a crulade was preached againfl him in Italy; 
and after his return he was compelled to afk par- 
don for the injuries which he had fuffered. The 
clergy and military orders of Paleftine were pre- 
viouflyinftru6ted to renounce his communion and 


Poor Muratori knows what to tlunk, U6t knows not what to fay : 
“ Chino qui il capo.” &c. p. 322. 


diiputc 
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difpute his commands ; and in his own kingdom, CHAP, 
the Emperor was forced to confent that the orders . LIX ‘ , 
of the camp Ihould be iffued in the name of God 
and of the Chriftian republic. Frederic entered 
Jerulalem in triumph ; and with his own hands 
(for no prieft would perform the office) he 
took the crown from the altar of the holy 
fepulchre. But the patriarch call an interdict 
on the church which his prefence had profaned; 
and the knights of the hofpital and temple in- 
formed the fultan how ealily he might be fur- 
priled and flain in his unguarded vilit to the river 
Jordan. In fuch a Hate of fanaticifm and fac- 
tion, victory was hopelefs and defence was dif- 
ficult ; but the conclufion of an advantageous 
peace may be imputed to the difcord of the 
Mahometans, and their pcrfonal elleem for the 
character of Frederic. The enemy of the church 

y 

is accufed of maintaining with the mifereants 
an intercourfe of holpitality and friendfliip, un- 
worthy of a Chriftian ; of defpifing the barren- 
nefs of the land ; and of indulging a profane 
thought, that if Jehovah had feen the kingdom 
of Naples, he never would have fele£ted Pales- 
tine for the inheritance of his chofen people. 

Yet Frederic obtained from the fultan the refti- 
tution of Jerulalem, of Bethlem and Nazareth, 
of Tyre and Sidon : the Latins were allowed to 
inhabit and fortify the city; an equal code of civil 
and religious freedom was ratified for the fec- 
taries of Jefus and thofe of Mahomet; and, while 
the former worlhipped at the holy fepulchre, the 
latter might pray and preach in the mofeh of' 

the 
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C I I A P. 
IJX. 


Invafion ot 
the Cariz- 
mians, A. D. 
124 , 3 * 


St. Louis, 
and the 
fixth 
crufade, 
A.D. 1248 
— 1254* 


the temple 9 °, from whence the prophet under- 
took liis no&urnal journey to heaven. The 
clergy deplored this l'candalous toleration ; and 
the weaker Mollems were gradually expelled ; 
but every rational object of the crufades was 
accomplilhed without bloodlhed j the churches 
were reltorcd, tlie monalterics were repleniflied j 
and in the (pace of fifteen years, the Latins of 
Jerufalcm exceeded the number of fix thoufand. 
This peace and profperity for which they were 
ungrateful to their benefactor, was terminated 
by the irruption of the flrange and favage hords 
of Carizmians 9 '. Flying from the arms of the 
Moguls, thofe fhepherds of the Cafpian rolled 
headlong on Syria ; and the union of the Franks 
with the fultans of Aleppo, Hems, and Da- 
malcus, was inlufficient to Item the violence of 
the torrent. Whatever flood againfl them, was 
cut off by the fword, or dragged into captivity: 
the military orders were almoft exterminated in 
a fingle battle ; and in the pillage of the city, 
in the profanation of the holy fepulchre, the 
Latins confefs and regret the modefty and dif- 
cipline of the Turks and Saracens. 

Of the feven crufades, the two laft were un- 
dertaken by Louis the ninth. King of France ; 
who loft his liberty in Egypt, and his life on the 


90 The clergy artfully confounded the mofeh or church of the temple 
with the holy lepulchre, and their wilful error has deceived both Vertot 
and Muratori. 

91 The irruption of the Carizmians, or Corafmins, is related by 
Matthew Paris (p. 526. 547.), and by Joinvilie, Nangis, and the Ara- 
bians (p. hi, na. 191, 19a. ja 8 . 530.). 


coaft 
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coaft of Africa. Twenty-eight years after his chap. 
death, he was canonized at Rome ; and lixty- . L1X ' . 
five miracles were readily found, and l’olemnly 
attefled, to jultify the claim of the royal faint 91 . 

The voice of hiltory renders a more honourable*, 
teltimony, that he united the virtues of a king, an 
hero, and a man ; that his martial fpirit was 
tempted by the love of private and public juf- 
tice ; and that Louis was the father of his people, 
the friend of his neighbours, and the terror of 
the infidels. Superftition alone, in all the ex- 
tent of her baleful influence 9 -, corrupted his 
underftanding and his heart ; his devotion 
Hooped to admire and imitate the begging 
friars of Francis and Dominic ; he purfued with 
blind and cruel zeal the enemies of the faith ; 
and the bell of kings twice delcended from 
his throne to feek the adventures of a fpiritual 
•knight-errant. A monkilh hiflorian would have 
been content to applaud the nioft delpicable 
part of his character ; but the noble and gallant 
Joinville 94 , who {hared the fricndfliip and cap- 
tivity 

; Ready if you can, the Life and Miracles of St. Louis, by the con- 
-feflbr of Queen Margaret (p. 291 — 523. Joinville du Louvre). 

lie believed all that mother church taught (Joinville, p. 20.), but 
he cautioned Joinville againft difputing with infidels. a L’omme lay 
« (faid he in his old language) quand il ot medire de la loy Chreitienne, 

‘ ne doit pas deffendre la loy Crefliemie ne mals que de I’d pee, dequoi 
“ il doit donner parmi le ventre dedens, tant comme clle y peut 
“ entrer” (p. 12.). 

■* * I have two editions of Joinville, the one (Paris, 1688) mod valuable 
for the obfervations of Ducange ; the other (Paris au Louvre, 1761) 
moft precious for the pure and authentic text, a MS. of which has been 
recently difeovered. The lafl editor proves, that the hiftory of St. Louis 
was finilhed A.D. 1309, without explaining, or even admiring, the age 
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C H A 
LIX. 


He takes 
Damietta, 
AD. 1249 


tivity of Louis, has traced with the pencil of 
j nature the free portrait of his virtues as well as 
of his failings. From this intimate knowledge, 
we may learn to lufpe6t the political views 
of deprefling their great vaflals, which are fo 
often imputed to the royal authors of the 
crufades. Above all the princes of the middle 
ages, Louis the ninth fuccefsfully laboured 
to reflore the prerogatives of the crown ; but 
it was at home, and not in the Eaft, that he 
acquired for himfelf and his pofterity ; his vow 
was the refill t of enthufiafm and licknefs ; and 
if he were the promoter, he was likewife the 
victim, of this holy madnefs. For the invafion 
of Egypt, France was exhaufied of her troops 
and treafures ; he covered the fea of Cyprus 
with eighteen hundred fails ; the moll modell 
enumeration amounts to fifty thoufand men ; 
and, if we might trull his own confeflion, as it is 
reported by Oriental vanity, he difembarked 
nine thoufand five hundred horfe, and one hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand foot, who performed 
their pilgrimage under the fhadow of his power 95 . 

In complete armour, the orillamme waving 
before him, Louis leaped foremoft on the beach; 
and the llrong city of Damietta, which had coll 
his predeceffors a liege of fixteen months, was 
abandoned on the firlt afiault by the trembling 
Moflems. But Damietta was the firft. and the lali 
of his conquelis; and in the fifth and fixth cru- 

of the author, which muft have exceeded ninety years (Preface, p. xi. 
Obfervations de Ducange, p. 17.). 

r ‘ ' Joinvllle, p. 32. Arabic Extra&s, p. 549* 

fades, 
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lades, the lame caufes,al mod. on the lame ground, 
were productive of limilar calamities After a 
ruinous delay, which introduced into the camp 
the feeds of an epidemical difeafe, the Franks ad- 
vanced from the fea-coaft towards the capital of 
Egypt, and ftrove to furmount tlie unfeatbnable 
inundation of the Nile, which oppoled their pro- 
grefs. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch, 
the barons and knights of France difplayed their 
invincible contempt of danger and difeipline: his 
brother, the Count of Artois, ftorraed with incon- 
fiderate valour the town of Maffoura ; and the 
carrier pigeons announced to the inhabitants of 
Cairo, that all was loll. But a foldier, who after- 
wards uliirped the lceptre, rallied the flying 
troops; the main body of the Chriftians was far 
behind their vanguard; and Artois was over- 
powered and (lain. A fhower of Greek fire was 
inceffantly poured on the invaders; the Nile was 
commanded by the Egyptian gallies, the open 
country by the Arabs; all provifions were inter- 
cepted ; each day aggravated the licknefs and fa- 
mine ; and about the fame time a retreat was 
found to be neceflary and impracticable. The 
Oriental writers confefs, that Louis might have 
efcaped, if he would have deferted his lubjeCts : 
he was made prifoner, with the greateft part of 
his nobles ; all who could not redeem their lives 

9 The laft editors Jiave enriched their Joinville with large and 
curious extracts from the Arabic hiftorians, Macrizi, Abulfeda, <$tc. 
See likewife Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 322 — 325.)* who calls him 
by the corrupt name of Redefrans . Matthew Paris (p. 683, 684,) has 
deferibed the rival folly of the French and Engliih who fought and fell 
at MaiToura. 

vol. xi. m by 
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His cap- 
tivity in 

Egypt. 
A.D. 1190, 
April 5 — 
May 6. 


c II A p. by fervice or ranfom, were inhumanly mafla- 
ux. crct ] . an j the walls of Cairo were decorated 
with a circle of Chriftian heads 97 . The King 
of France was loaded with chains; but the 
generous victor, a great grandfon of the brother 
of Saladin, Cent a robe of honour to his royal 
captive, and his deliverance, with that of his 
foldiers, was obtained by the reflitution of 
Damietta ' 8 and the payment of four hundred 
thoufand pieces of gold. In a foft and luxuri- 
ous climate, the degenerate children of the 
companions of Noureddin and Saladin were in- 
capable of refilling the flower of European chi- 
valry: they triumphed by the arms of their flaves 
or Mamalukes, the hardy natives of Tartary, who 
at a tender age had been purchafed of the Syrian 
merchants, and were educated in the camp and 
palace of the Sultan. But Egypt foori afforded 
a new example of the danger of praetorian bands ; 
and the rage ofthefe ferocious animals, who had 
been let loofe on the ff rangers, was provoked to 
devour their benefactor. In the pride of con- 
queft, Touran Shaw, the I aft of his race, was 
murdered by his Mamalukes ; and the nioft 
daring of the aflaflins entered the chamber of the 
captive King, with drawn feymetars, and their 
hands imbrued in the blood of their Sultan. The 


97 S a vary, in his agreeable Lettres fur PEgypte, has given a deferfp- 
tion of Daniietta (tom. i. letfre xxiii. p. 2174 — 290.), and a narrative 
of the expedition of St. Louis (xxv. p.306 — 350.). 

y> For the ranfom of St. Louis, a million of by /ants was afked and 
granted; but the Sultan's gcncrofity reduced that fum to 800, cco by- 
/.auti, which are valued by Joinville at 400,000 French livres of his 
own time, and exprefled by Matthew Paris by 100, oco marks of filver 
(Ducange, Dificrtation xx. fur Joinville)* 

firm nets 
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firmnefs of Louis commanded their refpe6l" ; CHAP, 
their avarice prevailed over cruelty and zeal ; . L * x * . 
the treaty was accomplilhed ; and the King of 
France, with the relics of his army, was per- 
mitted to embark for Paleftine. He wafted four 
years within the walls of Acre, unable to vifit 
Jerufalem, and unwilling to return without glory 
to his native country. 

The memory of his defeat excited Louis, after 
fixteen years of wil’dom and repole, to undertake 
the feventh and laft of the crufades. His finances 
were reftored, his kingdom w r as enlarged ; u new 
generation of warriors had arifen, and he em- 
barked with frefh confidence at the head of fix 
thoufand horle and thirty tlioufand foot. The 
lofs of Antioch had provoked the enterprife : a 
wild hope of baptizing the King of Tunis, 
tempted him to fteer for the African coaft ; 
and the report of an immenfe treafure reconciled 
his troops to the delay of their voyage to the 
Holy Land. Inllead of a profelyte, he found a His death 
liege ; the French panted and died on the burn- 
ing lands; St. Louis expired in his tent; and no feventh 

looner had he clofed his eyes, than his fon and cru ^ de » 

1 * . A-D. 1270 

fucceilor gave the iignal ot the retreat 100 . “ It Aug. 


w The idea of the emirs to choofe Louis for their Sultan, is ferioufly 
attefted by Joinville (p.77, 78.), and does not appear to me fo abfurd as 
to M. de Voltaire (Ilift; Generale, tom. ii. p.386, 387.). TheMaina- 
lakes themfelves were ftrangers, rebels, and equals; they had felt his 
valour, they hoped his converfion : and l'uch a motion, which was not 
feconded, might be made, perhaps by a fecret Chriftian, in their tumul- 
tuous afiembly. 

100 See the expedition in the Annals of St. Louis, by William de 
Nangis, p. 270 — 287. and the Arabic Extracts, p. tiie 

Louvre edition of Joinville. 

“ is 
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c H A P. <c is thus,” lays a lively writer, « that a Chrif- 
, IJX * , “ tian King died near the ruins of Carthage, 
“ waging war againll the fefilaries of Mahomet, 
“ in a land to which Dido had introduced the 
<c deities of Syria ' 

The Ma- A more unjuft: and ahl’urd conftitution cannot 
maiukes j jC deviled, than that which condemns the na- 

or Egypt, % , . 

A. B. lives of a country to perpetual lervitiule, under 
1*50 tile arbitrary dojninion of /trangers and Haves. 
’ 5T; * Yet fuch has been the Hate of Egypt above live 
hundred years. The molt illuftrious Sultans of 
the Baharitcand Borgite dynalties J ', were them- 
lelves promoted 1’rom the Tartar and Circadian 
bands ; and the four-and-twenty beys, or military 
chiefs, have ever been fucceeded, not by their 
Ions, but by their fervants. They produce the 
great charter of their liberties, the treaty of Se- 
lim the Firlt with the republic *-•' ; and the Oth- 
man Emperor Hill accepts Horn Egypt a fl ight 
acknowledgment of tribute and fubjed'tion. With 
tome breathing intervals of peace and order, the 
two dynailies are marked as a period of rapine 


*'■' Voltaire, I liit. Generate, tom. it. p.391. 

1 The chronology of the two dynailies of Mamalukos, the Ba- 
harites, Turks or Tartars of Kipzak, and the BorgitCK, Circa 111 a ns, is 
given by Porock (Prolegom. ad Abulpharag. p. 6 — 31.) and D« 
Guignes (tom. 1 . p. £64 — 270.) j their hiflory from Abulfeda, Ma- 
crizi, &<*. to the beginning of the jcvth century, by the fame M. do 
Guignes (L0111. iv. p. 11c — 328.). 

K:< Savary, Lettres fur fEgypte, tom. ii. lettre xv. p. 189 — 208. I 
much quelUon the authenticity of this copy; yet it is true, that Sultan 
Selim concluded a treaty with the Circaflians or Mamalukes of Egypt* 
and left them in poflefiion of arms, riches, and powr. See a new 
Abrege de PHiftoire Ottomar.e, compofed in Egypt, and translated by 
M. Digvon (tom. i. p. 55 — 58. Paris, 1781), a curious, authentic, and 
national hiflory. 

12 


and 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


and bloodflied 104 : but their throne, however CIIAP. 
ihaken, repoled on the two pillars of difcipline . " t .* « 
and valour; tlieir fway extended over Egypt, 

Nubia, Arabia, and Syria; their Mamalukes were 
multiplied from eight hundred to twenty-five 
thouiand horfe; and their numbers were in- 
creafed by a provincial militia of one hundred 
and feven thouiand foot, and the oecalional aid 
of lixty-lix thouiand Arabs ,cs . Princes of finch 
power and fpirit could not long endure on their 
coall an hollilc and independent nation ; and if 
the ruin of the Franks was pollponed about forty 
years, they were indebted to the cares of an un- 
fettled reign, to the invalion of the Mogols, and 
to the oecalional aid of fome warlike pilgrims. 

Among thele, the Englilh reader will obferve 
the name of our firft Edward, who alfumed the 
crols in the life-time of his father Henry. At the 
head of a thouiand foldiers, the future conqueror 
of Wales and Scotland delivered Acre from a 
liege ; marched as far as Nazareth with an army 
of nine thouiand men ; emulated the fame of his 
uncle Richard ; extorted, by valour, a ten years 
truce ; and elcaped, with a dangerous wound, 


,c ’' Si totum quo regnum occuparunt temp us refpicias, prefer! im 
quod fmi propius, repcries illud beilis, pugnis, injuriis, ac rapinis 
refertum (A 1 Jannabi, apud Pocock, p. 31.). The reign of Moham- 
med (A. D. 1311 — 1341-) affords an happy exception (De Guignes, 
tom. iv. p. 208 — 210.). 

*' s They are now reduced to 8,500 : but the cxpenfe of each Mama- 
luke may be rated at 100 louis : and Egypt groans under the avarice 
and infolence of thefe Grangers (Voyages de Volney, torn.i. p. 89 — 
187.). 

M 3 
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CHAP, from the dagger of a fanatic ajfqfjin ieS . An- 
. LIX , tioch' 07 , whofe fituation had been lets expofed 
Lofsof to the calamities of the holy war, was finally 
A-ch, occupied and ruined by Bondocdar, or Bibars, 
u 68,— Sultan of Egypt and Syria ; the Latin princi- 
June i*. pality was extinguilhed ; and the firfl feat of the 
Chriltian name was difpeopled by the flaughter 
of feventeen, and the captivity of one hundred, 
thouland of her inhabitants. The maritime 
towns of Laodicea, Gabala, Tripoli, Berytus, 
Sidon, Tyre, and Jaffa, and the ftronger caftles 
of the Hofpitalers and Templars, fucceflively 
fell ; and the whole exiftence of the Franks was 
confined to the city and colony of St.John of 
Acre, which is fometimes defcribed by the more 
claffic title of Ptolemais. 

After the lofs of Jerufalem, Acre ,o8 , which is 
diftant about feventy miles, became the metro- 
polis of the Latin Chriftians, and was adorned 
with ftrong and ftately buildings, with aqueducts, 
an artificial port, and a double wall. The popu- 
lation was increafed by the inccffant flreams of 
pilgrims and fugitives : in the paufes of hoftility 
the trade of the Eaft and Weft was attracted to 
this convenient flation j and the market could 

106 See Carte’s Hiftory of England, vol. ii. p. 165 — 175. and his 
original authors, Thomas Wilkes and Walter Iiemingford (I.iii. c. 34, 
35.), in Gale’s Collection (tom. ii. p- 97. 589 — 592.). They are both 
ignorant of the Princefs Eleanor’s piety in fucking the poifoned wound, 

, and faving her hulband at the riik of her own life. 

,o; Sanutus, Secret. Eidelium Crucis, I.iii. p. xii. c. 9. arid De Guig- 
nes, Hiit. des Huns, tom. iv. p. 143. from the Arabic hiftorians. 

1 * The ftate of Acre is reprefented in all the Chronicles of the times, 
and molt accurately in John Villani, 1 . vii. c. 144. in Muratori, Scrip- 
tores Rerum Italicarumj tom. xiii, p. 337, 338. 


offer 
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otFer the produce of every clime and the interpre- CHAP, 
ters of every tongue. But in this conflux of na- , LIX ' . 
tions, every vice was propagated and prafitifed: of 
all the difciples of Jefus and Mahomet, the male 
and female inhabitants ot Acre were elteemed 
the molt corrupt ; nor could the abufe of reli- 
gion be corrected by the difeipline of law. The 
city had many fovereigus, and no government. 

The Kings of Jerufalem and Cyprus, of the houfe 
of Lufignan, the princes of Antioch, the counts 
of Tripoli and Sidon, the great mailers of the 
hofpital, the temple, and the Teutonic order, 
the republics of Venice, Genoa, and Pi la, the 
pope’s legate, the Kings of France and England, 
afiumed an independent command ; feventeen 
tribunals exercifed the power of life and death ; 
every criminal was protected in the adjacent 
quarter; and the perpetual jealouly of the nations 
often burll forth in acts of violence and blood. 

Some adventurers, who dilgraced the enlign of 
the crofs, compenfated their want of pay by the 
plunder of the Mahometan villages : nineteen 
Syrian merchants, who traded under the public 
faith, were defpoiled and hanged by the Chrif- 
tians ; and the denial of fatisfadlion jultilied the 
arms of the Sultan Khalil. He marched againll 
Acre, at the head of flxty thoufand horfe and 
one hundred and forty thoufand foot : his train 
of artillery (if I may ule the word) was numerous 
and weighty; thefeparate timbers of a Angle en- 
gine were tranl'ported in one hundred waggons ; 
and the royal hi dorian Abulfeda, who ferved with 
the troops of Hamah, was himfelf a fpe&ator of 

m 4. the 
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CHAP, the holy war. Whatever might be the vices of 
, Llx ' , the Franks, their courage was rekindled by en- 
thufiafm and defpair ; but they were torn by the 
difcord of feventecn chiefs, and overwhelmed on 
The lofs of all fides by the powers of the Sultan. After a 
Acre and fcge of thirty-three days, the double wall was 
Lamh° ly forced by the Modems ; the principal tower 
A.D.1291. yielded to their engines; the Mamaiukes made a 
Mayi8 ‘ general aflault; the city was ftormed ; and death 


or davery was the lot of fixty thoufand Chriitians. 
The convent, or rather fortrefs, of the Templars 
redded three days longer ; but the great matter 
was pierced with an arrow; and, of five hundred 
knights, only ten were left alive, Jefs happy than 
the victims of the fword, if they lived to differ on 
a fcaft’old in the unjuft and cruel profcription of 
the whole order. The King of Jerufalem, the 
patriarch, and the great matter of the IlofpitaJ, 
effected their retreat to the fhore; but the lea was 
rough, the vcfTels were infufficient ; and great 
numbers of the fugitives were drowned before 
they could reach the ifle of Cyprus, which might 
comfort Lufignan for the lofs of Paleftine. By 
the command of the Sultan, the churcbes and 
fortifications of the Latin cities were demolifhed; 
a motive of avarice or fear ftill opened the holy 
fepulchre to forne devout and defencelefs pil- 
grims ; and a mournful and folitary filence pre- 
vailed along the coaft which had fo long re- 


founded with the world’s debate 


lc '* See the final expulfion of the Franks, in Sanutus, 1 . iii. p. xii. 
c, 11 — 22 . Abulfeda, Macrizi, &c. in De Guignes, torn. iv. p. 162. 
164, and Vertot, tom. i. l.iii. p. 407 — 428. 
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CHAP. LX. 

Schifin of the Greeks and Latins. — State of Con- 
Jlantinople. — Revolt of the Bulgarians. — Jfaac 
Angelas dethroned by his brother Alexius. — 
Origin of the fourth Crufade. — Alliance of the 
French and Venetians with the Son of If aac . — 
Their naval F.xpediiion to ConJlantinople . — 
The two Sieges and final Conquefi of the City by 
the Latins. 

'I’ll E relloration of the We (tern empire by 
Charlemagne was ipeedilv followed by the 
reparation of the Greek and Latin churches'. A 
religious and national animofity dill divides the 
two larged communions of the Chridian world; 
and the fchilVn of Condantinople, by alienating 
her mod ufeful allies, and provoking her mod 
dangerous enemies, has precipitated the decline 
and fall of the Roman empire in the Ead. 

In the cour.fe of the prefen t liidory, the aver- 
fion of the Greeks for the Latins has been often 
vilible and confpicuous. It was originally de- 
rived from the difdain of fervitude, inflamed, 
after the time of Conflantine, by the pride of 
equality or dominion ; and finally exalperated by 
the preference which their rebellious fubjedts 

1 In the luccefiive centuries, from the ixth to the xviiitli, Mofheim 
traces the fchiim of the Greeks with learning, clean ids, and imparti- 
ality ; the filioque (Inftitut. Iiift. Ecclef. p. 27 7-)> Leo. III. p. 303. 
Photius, p. 307, 308. Michael Cerularius, p. 370, 371, &o 

had 
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CHAP, had given to the alliance of the Franks. In 
LX. every age, the Greeks were proud of their l’upe- 
v " v f riority in profane and religious knowledge : they 
had firft received the light of Chriftianity ; they 
had pronounced the decrees of the leven general 
councils : they alone pofiefted the language of 
Scripture and plulofophy ; nor fhould the bar- 
barians, immerfed in the darknefs of the Welt % 
prefume to argue on the high and myfterious 
queftions of theological fcience. Thofe Barba- 
rians defpifed in their turn the reftlefs and fubtle 
levity of the Orientals, the authors of every he- 
rely ; and blelfed their own (duplicity, which was 
content to hold the tradition of the apoftolic 
church. Yet in the feventh century, the (ynods 
of Spain, and afterwards of France, improved or 
corrupted the Nicene creed, on the myfterious 
Froceffion lubjefit of the third perfon of the Trinity 3 . In 
of the Holy Ion<»- controverfies of the Eaft, the nature 
’ 0 ' and generation of the Chrift had been ferupu- 
loufly defined ; and the well-known relation of 
father and fon feemed to convey a faint image to 
the human mind. The idea of birth was lefs ana- 
logous to the Holy Spirit, who, inftead of a di- 
vine gift or attribute, was confidered by the Ca- 
tholics, as a fubftance, a perfon, a god j he was 

3 AvSjej ovtrvtffa; xai asrorjoirctioi, a-> 5 fs; ex ctxotso arahm;. 

fxiigcci tnrnqxov ytvvvfji'x, r<x (Phot. Epift. p. 47. edit. Mon- 
tacut.). The Oriental patriarch continues to apply the images of 
thunder, earthquake, hr.il, wild hoar, prsecurlors of Antichrift, 
&c. &c. 

3 The myfterious fubjetft of the proceflion of the Holy Ghoft, is 
difeufled in the hiftorical, theological, and controverfial fenfe, or non- 
fenfe, by the Jefuit Petavius (Dogmata Thcologica, tom. ii. I. vii. 
p* 36a — 44°* }• 


not 
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not begotten, but in the orthodox ftyle he ‘pro- 
ceeded. Did he proceed from the Father alone, 
perhaps by the Son ? or from the Father and the 
Son ? The firft of thefe opinions was aflerted by 
the Greeks, the fecond by the Latins *, and the 
addition to the Nicene creed of the word filioque, 
kindled the dame of difcord between the Ori- 
ental and the Gallic churches. In the origin of 
the dilpute, the Roman pontiffs affected a cha- 
racter of neutrality and moderation 4 : they con- 
demned the innovation, but they acquiefced in 
the fentiment, of their Tranfalpinc brethren : 
they feemed defirous of catting a veil of tilence 
and charity over the fuperfluous refearch ; and 
in the correfpondence of Charlemagne and Leo 
the Third, the Pope afltimes the liberality of a. 
ftatcfman, and the Prince defcends to the paf- 
fions and prejudices of a prieft '. But the ortho- 
doxy of Rome fpontaneoufly obeyed the impulfe 
of her temporal policy ; and the filioque , which 
Leo wiffied to erafe, was tranfcribed in the lym- 
boi and chauntcd in the liturgy of the Vatican. 
The Nicene and Athanafian creed are held as 


4 Before the lhrine of St. Peter, he placed two fhields of the weight 
of 94 \ pounds of pure iilver ; on which he inlcvibed tlie text of both 
creeds (utroque fymbolo) pro amore et cautel orthodoxy fidei (Anaiiaf. 
in Leon. III. in Muratori, tom. iii. pars i. p. 208.). His language mod 
clearly proves that neither the filioque nor the Athanafian creed were 
received at Rome about the year 830. 

5 The Midi of Charlemagne prefled him to declare that all who re- 
jetted the filioque-, or at Iealt the dottrine, mult be damned. All, re- 
plies the Pope, are not capable of reaching the altiora myfleria ; qui 
potuerit, et non voluerit, lalvus efle non potefl (Collett. Council, 
tom. ix. p. 277—286.)* The fotuerit would leave a large loop-hole 
of fiilvation ! 
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CHAP, the Catholic faith, without which none can be 
lx. faved ; and both Papifts and Proteftants muft 
now fuftain and return the anathemas of the 
Greeks, who deny the procefiion of the Holy 
Ghoff from the Son, as well as from the Father. 
Variety of Such articles of faith are not fufceptible of 
cafdifcf' treat y > but the rules of difciplinc will vary in 
pline. remote and independent churches ; and the 
reafon, even of divines, might allow, that the 
difference is inevitable and harmlefs. The craft 
or fuperffition of Koine has impofed on her 
prieffs and deacons the rigid obligation of celi- 
bacy ; among the Greeks it is confined to the 
bifhops ; the lofs is compenfated by dignity or 
annihilated by age ; and the parochial clergy, the 
papas, enjoy the conjugal fociety of the wives 
whom they have married before their entrance 
into holy orders. A queflion cencerning the 
Azyms was fiercely debated in the eleventh cen- 
tury, and the effence of the Eucharift was fup. 
pofed in the Eaft and Welt to depend on the 
ufe of leavened or unleavened bread. {Shall I 
mention in a ferious hiltory the furious reproaches 
that were urged againlt the Latins, who for a 
long while remained on the defenlive? They 
neglected to abltain, according to the apollolical 
decree, from things ltrangled, and from blood : 
they faffed, a Jewifli obfervance! on the Satur- 
day of each week ; during the firft week of Lent 
they permitted the ufe of milk and cheefe' ; their 

infirm 

In France, after fome harfher laws, the eccldiafticaf tlilci- 
pliiu* i< now relaxed : milk, chede, and butter, are become a 

perpetual, 
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in firm monks were indulged in the tafte of flefli ; c H A P. 
and animal greafe was fubftituted for the want of , LX ~ , 
vegetable oil : the holy chrilin or unction in bap- 
t.ifn was referved to the epifcopal order : the 
bifhops, as the bridegrooms of their churches, 
were decorated with rings ; their priefts fliaved 
their faces, and baptized by a fingle iinmedion. 

Such were the crimes which provoked the zeal 
of the patriarchs of Conftantinople ; and which 
were juflified with equal zeal by the doctors of 
the Latin church 7 . 

Bigotry and national averfion are powerful Ambitious 
magnifiers of every object of difputc ; but the PhoHus, ° f 
immediate caufe of the fchifm of the Greeks may Patriarch 
be traced in the emulation of the leading prelates, 
who maintained the fuprcmacy of the old metro- with the 
polis fuperior to all, and of the reigning capital, Po £ cs Jj 
inferior to none, in the Chriftian world. About 857-886. 
the middle of the ninth century, Photius % a t 
ambitious layman, the captain of the guards and 
principal fecretary, was promoted by merit and 
favour to the more deferable office of patriarch of 
Conftantinople. In fcience, even ecclefiaflical 
fcience, he lurpafled the clergy of the age ; and 
the purity of his morals has never been im- 


perpetual, and eggs an annual, indulgence in Lent (Vie privee dee 
Francois, tom. ii. p. 27 — 38.). 

7 The original monuments of the fchifm, of the charges of the 
Greeks againit the Latins, are depofited in the epiftles of Photius 
(Epift. Encyclica, ii. p. 47 — 61.) and of Michael Cenilarius (Caniiii 
Antiq. Le<fliones, tom. ill. p i. p.281 — 324. edit. Baiuage, with the , 
prolix anfwer of Cardinal Humbert). 

s The xth volume of the Venice edition of the Councils contains 
all the a&s of the fynods, and hiftory of Photius : they are abridged, 
with a faint tinge of prejudice or prudence, by Dupin and hleury. 

peached •, 
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P. peached ; but his ordination was hafly, his rife 
was irregular ; and Ignatius, his abdicated pre- 
deceffor, was yet fupported by the public com- 
panion and the obftinacy of his adherents. They 
appealed to the tribunal of Nicholas the Firft, 
one of the proudeit and raoft afpiring of the 
Roman pontiffs, who embraced the welcome op- 
portunity of judging and condemning bis rival 
of the Eaft. Their quarrel was embittered by 
a conflict ofjurifdidtion over the King and nation 
of the Bulgarians ; nor was their l'ecent con- 
verfion to Chriftianity of much avail to either 
prelate, unlefs he could number the profelytes 
among the fubjects of his power. With the 
aid of his court the Greek patriarch was vic- 
torious j but in the furious contefl he depofed 
in his turn the fucceffor of St. Peter, and in- 
volved the Latin church in the reproach of 
herely and fchifm. Photius facrificed the peace 
of the world to a fhort and precarious reign : 
lie fell w r ith his patron, the Caefar Bardas ; and 
Bafil the Macedonian performed an adt of jut 
tice in the refloration of Ignatius, whofe age 
and dignity had not been fufficienty refpedled. 
From his monaltery, or priion, Photius lolicited 
the favour of the Emperor by pathetic complaints 
and artful flattery ; and the eyes of his rival were 
fcarcely clofed, when he was again reftored to the 
throne of Conllantinople. After the death of 
Bafil, he experienced the viciflitudes of courts 
and the ingratitude of a royal pupil : the patriarch 
was again depofed, ttnd in his laft folitary hours 
he might regret the freedom of a fecular and 

1 5 ftudious 
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tludious life. In each revolution, the breath, chap. 
the nod, of the fovereign had been accepted by a . ‘ . 

fubmillive clergy ; and a tynod of three hundred 
bifhops was always prepared to hail the triumph, 
or to ttigmatize the fall, of the holy, or the exe- 
crable, Photius 0 . By a dclufive promile of fuc- 
cour or reward, the Popes were tempted to coun- 
tenance tliefe various proceedings ; and the fy- 
nods of Conftantinople were ratified by their 
epiltles or legates. But the court and the people, 

Ignatius and Photius, were equally adverfe to 
their claims ; their minifters were infulted orim- 
prifoned ; the proccflion of the Holy Gho/t w as 
forgotten ; Bulgaria was for ever annexed to the 
Byzantine throne; and the fell ifm was prolonged 
by the rigid cenfure of all the multiplied ordina- 
tions of an irregular patriarch. The darkuefs 
and corruption of the tenth century fu (pended 
the intcrcourfe, without reconciling the minds, 
of the two nations. But when the Norman fword 
reltored the churches of Apuli to the jurifdiclion 
of Home, the departing flock was warned, by a 
petulent epiflle of the Greek patriarch, to avoid 
and abhor the errors of the Latins. The riling 
majetty of Home could no longer brook the in- 
folence of a rebel ; and Michael Cerularius was The popes 
excommunicated in the heart of Conftantinople e ? coin ™ u - 
by the Pope's legates. Shaking the duft f rom Patriarch of 


1 The fynod of Conftantinople, held in the year 869, is the viiith of 
the general councils, the laft aftembly of the Eaft which is recogniftd 
by the Roman church. She rejetfts the fynod of Conftantinople of the 
years 867 and 879, which were, however, equally numerous andnoify: 
but they were favourable to Photius.. 
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their feet, they depofited on the altar of St. So- 
phia a direful anathema' 0 , which enumerates the 
leven mortal herefies of the Greeks, and devotes 
the guilty teachers, and their unhappy le&aries, 
to the eternal 1‘ociety of the devil and his angels. 
According to the emergencies of the church and 
date, a friendly correlpondencc was fometimes 
refumed ; the language of charity and concord 
was fometimes affected ; but the Greeks have 
never recanted their errors ; the Popes have 
never repealed their fentence ; ,and from this 
thunderbolt we may date the confummation of 
the fchifm. It was enlarged by each ambitious 
ftep of tlie Roman pontiffs : the Emperors 
blullied and trembled at the ignominious fate 
of their royal brethren of Germany ; and the 
people was fcandalized bv the temporal power 
and military life of the Latin clergy". 


Enmity of 
the Greeks 
and Latins, 
A.D. 
iioo — 

I zoo* 


The averflon of the Greeks and Latins was 
nourilhed and in an if e (led in the three firfl ex- 
peditions to the Holy Land. Alexius Comnenus 
contrived the abfence at lead of the formidable 
pilgrims : his lucceflors, Manuel and Ifaac An- 
gelus, confpired with the Moflems for the ruin of 
the greatelt princes of the Franks ; and their 
crooked and malignant policy vvasfeconded by the 
adtive and voluntary obedience of every order of 


10 See this anathema in the Councils, tom. xi. p. 1457 — 1460. 

11 Anna Comnena (Alexiad, 1 . i. p. 31 — 33.) represents the abhor- 
rence not only of the church, but of the palace, for Gregory VII .3 the 
popes, and the Latin communion. The Ryle of Cinnamus and 
Nicetas is Rill more vehement. Yet how calm is the voice of hiflory 
compared with that of polemics ! 


their 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


*77 

their fubje&s. Of this hoftile temper, a large CHAP, 
portion may doubtlefs be afcribed to the diffe- . L ^' , 
rence of language, drefs, and manners, which 
fevers and alienates the nations of the globe. 

The pride as well as the prudence of the fove- 
reign was deeply wounded by the intrulion of 
foreign armies, that claimed a right of travelling 
his dominions, and palling under the walls of his 
capital ; his fubje6ls were infulted and plundered 
by the rude ftrangers of the Welt, and the hatred 
of the pulillanimous Greeks was lharpened by 
fecret envy of the bold and pious enterprifes of 
the Franks. But thefe profane caules of national 
enmity were fortified and inflamed by the venom 
of religious zeal. Inltead of a kind embrace, an 
liolpitable reception from their Chriltian brethren 
of the Ealt, every tongue was taught to repeat 
the names of fchifmatic and heretic, more odious 
to an orthodox ear than thole of pagan and in- 
fidel ; inltead of being loved for the general con- 
formity of faith and worlhip, they were abhorred 
for fome rules of difcipline, lome queltions of 
theology, in which themfelves or their teachers 
might differ from the Oriental church. In the 
crulade of Louis the Seventh, the Greek clergy 
walked and purified the altars which had been 
defiled by the facrifice of a French prielt. The 
companions of Frederic Barbarolfa deplore the 
injuries which they endured, both in word and 
deed, from the peculiar rancour of the bilhops 
and monks. Their prayers and lennons excited 
the people againlt the impious barbarians ; and 
the patriarch is accufed of declaring, that the 
vol. xr. n faithful 
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CHAP, faithful might obtain the redemption of all their 
. LX ' , fins by the extirpation of the fchifmatics An 
cnthufiaft, named Dorotheus, alarmed the fears 
and reflored the confidence of the Emperor, by 
a prophetic affurance, that the German heretic, 
after afiaulting the gate of Blachcrnes, would be 
made a fingle example of the divine vengeance. 
The palfage of thefe mighty armies were rare 
and perilous events; but the crufades introduced 
a frequent and familiar intercourfe between the 
two nations, which enlarged their knowledge 
ThcLitins without abating their prejudices. The wealth 
at Conitan- un( i luxury of Conftantinople demanded the pro- 
unopiL. ju^tions of every climate : thefe imports were 
balanced by the art and labour of her numerous 
inhabitants ; her fituation invites the commerce 
of the world, anti, in every period of her ex- 
iltence, that commerce has been in the hands 
of foreigners. After the decline of Amalphi, 
the Venetians, Pilaus, and Genoefe introduced 
their factories and fettlements into the capital 
of the empire : their fervices were rewarded 
with honours and immunities j they acquired the 

” His anonymous hiftorian (de Expedit. Afiat. Fred. I. in Canifii 
Le< 5 lion. Antiq. tom. iii. pars ii.p. 511. edit. Bafnage) mentions the 
iermons of the Greek patriarch, quomodo Graecis injunxerat in remif- 
fionera peccatorum peregrines occidere et delere de terra. Tagino 
obferves (in Scriptorcs Freher. tom.i. p.409. edit. Struv.) Grseci haere-. 
ticos nos appellant : clerici et monachi di<fti$ et fadlis perlequuntur. 
We may add the declaration of the Emperor Baldwin fifteen years 
afterwards : Hsec eft (gens) quae Latinos omnes non hotninum nomine, 
fed canum dignabatur ; quorum fanguinem effundere pene inter me- 
rita reputabant (Gefta Innocent. III. c. 9a. in Muratori, Script. Re- 
rum Italicarum, tom. iii. pars i. p.536.). There may be fome ex- 
aggeration, but it was as effectual for the adlioa and re-a<ftion of 
hatred. 

pofleflion 
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poffeflion of lands and houfes; their families were chap. 
multiplied by marriages with the natives ; and , Lx ‘ , 
after the toleration of a Mahometan mofqne, it 
was impoffible to interdict the churches of the 
Roman rite u . The two wives of Manuel Com- 
nemis were of the race of the Franks j the firft, 
a lifter-in-law of the Emperor Conrad ; the fe- 
eond, a daughter of the Prince of Antioch : he 
obtained for his Ion Alexius a daughter of Philip 
Auguftus King of France ; and he bellowed his 
own daughter on a marquis of Montferrat, who 
was educated and dignified in the palace of 
Conftantinople. The Greek encountered the 
arms, and afpired to the empire of the Weft ; 

V clleemed the valour, and trufted the fidelity 
of the Franks IS ; their military talents were 
unfitly recompenfed by the lucrative offices of 
judges and trealurers; the policy of Manuel 
had folicited the alliance of the pope ; and the 
popular voice accufed him of a partial bias to 
the nation and religion of the Latins 16 . During 


M See Anua Comnena (Alexiad. 1 . vi. p. 161, 16a.) and a remark 
able pafllige of Nicetas (in Manuel. 1 . v. c. 9.) who obferves of the 
Venetians, c^.ym x.ou (PfocTfwg 1 r,v Kctvrc&VT*v£?7roAty t*)? onto 

>]A>.«.JayT0, &c. 

5: Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 186, 187, 

Nicetas in Manuel. 1 . vii. c. 2. Kegnante enim (Manuele) ...» 
a pud cum tantam Latinus populus repererat gratiam ut negle< 5 lis 
Graeculis iuis tanquam viris mollibus et effoeminatis, .... folis La- 
tinis grandia committeret negotia .... erga eos profusa liberalitate 
abundabat .... ex omni orbe ad cum tanquam ad benefa&orem no- 
biles et ignobiles concurrebant. Willerm. Tyr. xxii. c. 10. 

The fufpicions of the Greeks would have been confirmed, if they 
had feen the political epiftles of Manuel to Pope Alexander III. the 
enemy of his enemy Frederic I., in which the Emperor declares his 
wi(h of uniting the Greeks and Latins as one flock under one fhepherd, 
&c. (See Fleurj', Hilt. Ecclef. tom. xv. p. 187* zi 3* 343 >)* 

n 2 his 
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chap, his reign, and that of his fucceffor Alexius, 

T y 0 

. * ’ . they were expofed at Conftantinople to the re- 

proach of foreigners, heretics, and favourites; 
and tin's triple guilt was feverely expiated in 
the tumult, which announced the return and 
their maf- elevation of Andronicus n . The people rofe 
in arms ; from the Aliatic Ihore the tyrant dif- 
u8j. patched his troops and gallies to allill the na- 
tional revenge, and the hopelefs refiftance of 
the ftrangers ferved only to juftify the rage and 
lharpen the daggers of the aflaflins. Neither 
age, nor fex, nor the ties of friendfhip or kin- 
dred, could fave the vi6tims of national hatred, 
and avarice, and religious zeal ; the Latins 
were flaughtered in their houfes and in the 
ftreets ; their quarter was reduced to afhes, 
the clergy were burnt in their churches, and 
the lick in their hofpitals ; and fome eftimate 
may be formed of the flam from the clemency 
which fold above four thoufand Chriftians in 
perpetual flavery to the Turks. The priefts 
and monks were the loudelt and molt active in 
the deftru6tion of the fchifmatics ; and they 
chaunted a thankfgiving to the Lord, when the 
head of a Roman cardinal, the pope’s legate, was 
fevered from his body, fattened to the tail of a 
dog, and dragged, with lavage mockery, through 
the city. The more diligent of the ftrangers had 
retreated on the firft alarm to their veflels, and 


* 7 See the Greek and Latin narratives in Nicetas (in Alexio Com* 
neno, c. 10.) and William of Tyre (l. xxii. c. 10, u, 12* 13.); the 
firft foft and concife* the fecond loud, copious, and tragical. 

efcaped 
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efcaped through the Hellefpont from the fcene chap. 
of blood. In their flight, they burnt and ravaged . LX ' t 
two hundred miles of the fea-coait; inflicted a 
fevere revenge on the guiltleis fubje6ts of the 
empire; marked the priefts and monks as their 
peculiar enemies ; and compenlated, by the ac- 
cumulation of plunder, the lofs of their property 
and friends. On their return, they expofed to 
Italy and Europe the wealth and weaknefs, the 
perfidy and malice, of the Greeks, whole vices 
were painted as the genuine chara6ters of herely 
and fchifm. The fcruples of the firft cruladers 
had neglected the faireft opportunities of fee ur- 
ing, by the pofiefiion of Conftantinople, the way 
to the Holy Land : a domeltic revolution in- 
vited, and almoft compelled the French and 
Venetians to achieve the conquelt of the Roman 
empire of the eaft. 

In the feries of' the Byzantine princes, I have Reign and 
exhibited the hypocrily and ambition, the ty- ch^aaer 
ranny and fall of Andronicus, the lalt male of Angeius, 
the Comnenian family who reigned at Conltan- A - D - 
tinople. The revolution, which call him head- 
long from the throne, laved and exalted Ilaac Sept. x*. 
Angeius lS , who defeended by the females from 
the fame Imperial dynafty. The fucccfior of a 
lecond Nero might have found it an eaiy talk to 
(deferve the clleem and affection of his fubjects ; 


The Iilftory of the reign of Ifaac Angeius is compofed, in three 
books, by the fenator Nicetas (p.228 — 290.); and his offices of logo- 
thete, or principal fecretary, and judge of the veil or palace, could not 
bribe the impartiality of the hiftorian. He wrote? it is> true, after the 
fall and death of his benefactor. 

* 3 
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chap, they fometimcs had reafon to regret the adminil- 
LX. tration of Andronicus. The found and vigorous 
’ ' mind of the tyrant was capable of difcerning the 

connection between his own and the public in- 
tereft: and while he was feared by all who could 
infpire him with fear, the unfufpeCted people, and 
the remote provinces, might blefs the inexorable 
jultice of their matter. But his fuccelfor was 
vain and jealous of the fupreme power, which he 
wanted courage and. abilities to exercife ; his 
vices were pernicious, his virtues (if he poflefled 
any virtues) were ufelefs to mankind ; and the 
Greeks, who imputed their calamities to his neg- 
ligence, denied him the merit of any tranlient or 
accidental benefits of the times. Ifaac flept on 
the throne, and was awakened only by the found 
of pleafure: his vacant hours were amufed by 
comedians and buffoons, and even to thefe buf- 
foons the Emperor was an objeCl of contempt ; 
his feafis and buildings exceeded the examples 
of royal luxury ; the number of his eunuchs 
and domeltics amounted to twenty thoufand : 
and a daily fum of four thoufand pounds of 
lilver would fwell to four millions fterling the 
annual expence of his houfcliold and table. His 
poverty was relieved by oppreflion ; and the pub- 
lic difeontent was inflamed by equal abufes in 
the collection, and the application of the revenue. 
While the Greeks numbered the days of their 
fervitude, a flattering prophet, whom he rewarded 
with the dignity of patriarch, allured him of a 
tong and vhStorious reign of thirty-two years ; 
during which he fhould extend his fway to Mount 

16 Libanus, 
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Libanus, and his conquefts beyond the Eu- chap. 
phrates. But his only ftep towards the accom- , 

pliflitnent of the prcdidtion, was a fplendid and 
icandalous embafiy to Sal ad in '% to demand the 
reftitution of the holy fepulchrc, and to propofe 
•an offenfive and defenlivc league with the enemy 
of the Chriftian name. In thefe unworthy 
hands, of Ifaac and his brother, the remains of 
the Greek empire crumbled into daft. The 
ifland of Cyprus, whofe name excites the ideas 
of elegance and pleafure, was ufurped by his 
namefake, a Comnenian prince ; and by a 
ftrange concatenation of events, the fword of 
our Englilh Richard bellowed that kingdom on 
the houfe of Lufignan, a rich compeulation for 
the lofs of Jerufalem. 

The honour of the monarchy, and the fatety Revolt of 
of the capital, were deeply wounded by the re- K ’ 1 " 
volt of the Bulgarians and Walachians. Since A.D. 
the victory of the lecond Bafil, they had fup- Il86 ‘ 
ported, above an hundred and feventy years, 
the loole dominion of the Byzantine princes ; 
but no effe6tual mcafures had been adopted to 
impofc the yoke of laws and manners on thefe 
favage tribes. By the command of Ifaac, their 
foie means of fubfiftence, their flocks and herds, 
were driven away, to contribute towards the 
pomp of the royal nuptials; and their fierce 


l<> See Bohadin, Vit. Saladin. p.129 — 13 1. 226. verf. Schultens. 
The ambalTador of Ifaac was equally verfed in the Greek, French, and 
Arabic languages ; a rare inftance in thofe times. 1 1 is embailies were 
received with honour, difmifled without effect, and reported with fcan- 
dal in the Weft. 
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chap, warriors were exafperated by the denial of equal 

, LX ‘ . rank and pay in the military fervice. Peter 
and Afan, two powerful chiefs, of the race of 
the ancient kings afierted their own. rights 
and the national freedom : their demoniac im- 
poftors proclaimed to the crowd, that their 
glorious patron St.Demetrius had for ever de- 
ferted the caufe of the Greeks : and the con- 
flagration fpread from the banks of the Danube 
to the hills of Macedonia and Thrace. After 
fome faint efforts, Ifaac Angelus and his brother 
acquiefced in their independence ; and the Im- 
perial troops were foon difeouraged by the 
bones of their fellow-foldiers, that were flut- 
tered along the pafl’es of Mount Ilaemus. By 
the arms and policy of John or Joanices* the 
fecond kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly efta- 
blilhed. The fubtle Barbarian fent an embafly 
to Innocent the Third, to acknowledge himfelf 
a genuine fon of Rome in defeent and religion 2 ' ; 
and humbly received from the pope, the licenfe 
of coining money, the royal title, and a Latin 
archbilhop or patriarch. The Vatican exulted 
in the fpiritual conqueft of Bulgaria, the firft 
object of the fchilin > and if the Greeks could 


Ducange, Famrliae, Dalmaticre, p. 318, 319, 320. The original 
correfpondence of the Bulgarian King and the Roman pontiifi is in- 
feribed in the Gefta Innocent. III. c. 66 — 82. p. 513. 325. 

21 The Pope acknowledges his pedigree, a nobili urbis Romse pro- 
fapia genitores tu.i originem traxerunt. This tradition, and the ftrong 
refemblance of the Latin and Wallachian idioms, is explained by M. 
D’Anville (Etats de BEurope, p. 258— 262 *)* The Italian colonies of 
the Dacia of Trajan were fwept away by the tide of emigration from 
the Danube to the Volga, and brought back by another wave from the 
Volga to the Danube. Poflible, but ftrange t 

3 
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have preferved the prerogatives of the church, CHAP, 
they would gladly have refigned the rights of the . LX ’ . 
monarchy. 

The Bulgarians were malicious enough to pray Ufurp- 
for the long life of Ifaac Angelus, the fureft a *' on ’ and 
pledge of their freedom and prolpenty. Yet 0 f Alexius 
their chiefs could involve in the fame indiferi- An e* 1 ^ s » 
minate contempt, the family and nation of the 1195 —* 
Emperor. “ In all the Greeks,” laid Alan to Ia °3* 
his troops, “ the fame climate, and character, Apnl 8 ' 

“ and education, will be productive of the fame 
“ fruits. Behold my lance,” continued the war- 
rior, “ and the long ftreamers that float in the 
** wind. They differ only in colour ; they are 
<c formed of the fame 131k, and falhioned by the 
“ fame workman ; nor has the ltripe that is 
“ llained in purple, any fuperior price or value 
“ above its fellows Several of thefe can- 
didates for the purple llicceffively role and fell 
under the empire of Ifaac : a general who had 
repelled the fleets of Sicily, was driven to revolt 
and ruin by the ingratitude of the prince ; and 
his luxurious repofe was difturbed by fecret con- 
fpiracies and popular infurreCtions. The Em- 
peror was faved by accident, or the merit of his 
lervants : he was at length opprefled by an 
ambitious brother, who, for the hope of a pre- 
carious diadem, forgot the obligations of nature, 
of loyalty, and of friendlhip While Ifaac in 

the 

22 This parable is in the bell favage flyle j but I wiih the Walach 
had not introduced the clafiic name of Myfians, the experiment of 
the magnet or loaditone, and the pafiage of an okl comic poet (Nicetas, 
in Alex, Comneno, 1 . i. p, 299, 300.). 

\ The Latins aggravate the ingratitude of Alexius, by fuppofing 

that 
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CHAP, the Thracian vallies purfued the idle and iolitary 
LXl , pleafures of the chafe, his brother, Alexius An- 
gel us, was inveltcd with the purple, by the una- 
nimous fuffrage of the camp : the capital and 
the clergy lubfcribed to their choice ; and the 
vanity of the new fovereign rejected the name 
of his fathers for the lofty and royal appellation 
of the Comnenian race. On the defpieablc cha- 
racter of Ifaac I have exhaulied the language oi‘ 
contempt ; and can only add, that in a reign of 
eight years, the bafer Alexius ’ 4 was fupported by 
the inafculine vices of his wife Eu phrofyne. The 
firft intelligence of his fall was conveyed to the 
late Emperor by the hoftile afpect and purfuit of 
the guards, no longer his own ; he fled before 
them above fifty miles as far as Stagyra in Ma- 
cedonia ; but the fugitive, without an objeCl or 
a follower, was arretted, brought back to Con- 
ftantinople, deprived of his eyes, and confined 
in a lonefome tower, on a fcantv allowance of 
bread and water. At the moment of the revo- 
lution, his fon Alexius, whom he educated in 
the hope of empire, Was twelve years of age. 
He was fpared by the ufurper, and reduced to 
attend his triumph both in peace and war ; but 
as the army was encamped on the fea-fhore, an 
Italian vefiel facilitated the efcape of the royal 
youth ; and, in the difguife of a common lailor. 


that he had been releafed by his brother Ifaac from Turkifh captivity. 
This pathetic tale had doubtleft been repeated at Venice and Zara ; 
but I do not readily difeover its grounds in the Greek hiftorians. 

4 See the reign of Alexius Angelas, or Comnemis, in the three: 
books of Nicetas, p, 291 — jjs. 
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he eluded the fearcli of his enemies, palled the CHAP. 
Hcllefpont, and found a fecure refuge in the ifle , LX ' , 
of Sicily. After diluting the threfhold of the 
apoftles, and imploring the protection of Pope 
Innocent the Third, Alexius accepted the kind 
invitation of his filter Irene, the wife of Philip of 
Swabia, King of the Romans, lint in his pafl'age 
through Italy, he heard that the flower of 
Weftcrn chivalry was afi’embled at Venice for 
the deliverance of the Holy Land: and a rav of 
hope was kindled in his bofom, that their invin- 
cible fwords might be employed in his father’s 
reftoration. 

About ten or twelve years after the lofs of Je- The fourth 
rufalem, the nobles of France were again fum- cru ^ d p 
moned to the holy war by the voice of a third u 9 8. 
prophet, lefs extravagant, perhaps, than Peter 
the Hermit, but far below St. Bernard in the 
merit of an orator and a flatefman. An illiterate 
priell of the neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk of 
Neuilly 25 , forfook his parochial duty, to afliime 
the more flattering character of a popular and 
itinerant miflionary. The fame of his fluidity 
and miracles was lpread over the land ; he de- 
claimed, with feverity and vehemence, againfl 
the vices of the age ; and his fermons, which he 
preached in the ftreets of Paris, converted the 
robbers, the ufurpers, the proftitutes, and even 
the doCtors and fcliolars of the univerfity. No 
fooner did Innocent the Third afeend the chair 


See Fleury, Hill. F.cclef. tom. xvi. p, 26, &c. and Villehardouin* 
N’ 1. with the obfervations of Ducangc, which I always mean to 
quote with the original text. 


of 
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chap, of St. Peter than he proclaimed in Italy, Ger- 
. LX * . many, and Prance, the obligation of a new cru- 
lade 16 . The eloquent pontiff defcribed the ruin 
of Jerufalem, the triumph of the Pagans, and 
the fhame of Chriftendom : his liberality pro- 
pofed the redemption of fins, a plenary indul- 
gence to all who fhould ferve in Palefline, either 
a year in perfon, or two years by a fubftitute 17 ; 
and among his legates and orators who blew the 
facred trumpet, Fulk of Neuilly was the loudeft 
and moll fuccefsful. The fituation of the prin- 
cipal monarchs was averfe to the pious fummons. 
The Emperor Frederic the Second was a child ; 
and his kingdom of Germany was difputed by 
the rival houfes of Brunfwick and Swabia, the 
memorable fafitions of the Guelphs and Ghibe- 
lines. Philip Auguftus of France had performed, 
and could not be perfuaded to renew, the 
perilous vow; but as he was not lefs ambitious 
of praife than of power, he cheerfully infli- 
tuted a perpetual fund for the defence of the 
Holy Land. Richard of England was fatiated 
with the glory and misfortunes of his firft ad- 
venture, and he prefumed to deride the ex- 
hortations of Fulkof Neuilly, who wasnotabafhed 
in the prefence of Kings. “ You advife me,” 
faid Plantagenet, “ to difmifs my three daugh- 

i6 The contemporary life of Pope Innocent III., publifhed by Baluze 
and Muratori (Scriptores Rerum Italicarum, tom. iii. pars i. p.486 — 
568.), is raoft valuable for the important and original documents which 
are inferted in the text. The bull of the crufade may be read, c. 84, 85. 

27 Por-ce que cil pardon, fut ifli gran, fi s’en efmeurent mult H 
cuers des genz, et mult s’en croifierent, porce que li pardons ere fi gran. 
Villehardouin, N 0, 1. Our.philofophers may refine on the caufes of 
the crufades, but fuch were the genuine feelings of a* French knight. 

“ ters. 
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** ters, pride, avarice, and incontinence : I be- chap. 
“ queath them to the moil deferving ; my pride , LX ’ j 
“ to the knights-templars, my avarice to the 
“ monks of Cifteaux, and my incontinence to 
“ the prelates.” But the preacher was heard 
and obeyed by the great vaflals, the princes of 
the fecond order ; and Theobald, or Thibaut, 

Count of Champagne, was the foremolt in the 
holy race. The valiant youth, at the age of 
twenty-two years, was encouraged by the dome£ 
tic examples of his father, who marched in the 
fecond crufade, and of his elder brother, who had 
ended his days in Paleftine with the title of King 
of Jerufalem : two thoufand two hundred knights 
owed fervice and homage to his peerage 18 : the Embraced 
nobles of Champagne excelled in all the exercifes ^ h ® f ba * 
of war 20 > and, by his marriage with the heirefs France, 
of Navarre, Thibaut could draw a band of hardy 
Gafcons from either fide of the Pyrenaean moun- 
tains. His companion in arms was Louis, Count 
of Blois and Chartres ; like himfelf of regal li- 
neage, for both the princes were nephews, at 
the fame time, of the Kings of Prance and 
England. In a crowd of prelates and barons, 
who imitated their zeal, I diftinguifli the birth 
and merit of Matthew of Montmorency ; the 
famous Simon of Montfort, the fcourge of the 


28 This number of fiefs (of which 1800 owed liege homage) was 
enrolled in the church of St. Stephen at Troyes, and attefled A. D. 
IU3» by the rnarfhal and butler of Champagne (Ducange, Obfcrv. 
P** 54 -)- 

Campania . . . • militiae privilegio fingularius excellit .... in ty* 
rociniis .... prolufione armorum, &c. Ducange, p. 249, from the 
oU Chronicle of Jerufalem, A. D. 1177— 1199. 

Albigeois j 
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CHAP. Albigeois ; and a valiant noble, Jeft’rey of’ Villc- 
. LX * , hardouin 3 °, marfhal of Champagne 31 , who has 
condefcended, in the rude idiom of his age and 
country 3 % to write or dictate 33 an original nar- 
rative of the councils and a6tions in which he 
bore a memorable part. At the lame time, 
Baldwin Count of Flanders, who had married 
the lifter of Thibaut, alfumed the crol’s at 
Bruges, with his brother Henry and the prin- 
cipal knights and citizens of that rich and in- 
dullrious province 3 '. The vow which the chiefs 
had pronounced in churches, they ratified in 
tournaments: the operations of the war were de- 
bated in full and frequent afiemblies ; and it was 
refolved to leek the deliverance of Paleltine in 
Egypt, a country, lince Saladin’s death, which 

sC> The name of Villehardouin was taken from a village and caftle 
in the dioceie of Troyes, near the river Aube, between Bar and Arceis. 
The family was ancient and noble j the elder branch of our hiftorian 
exifted after the year 1400, the younger w hich acquired the principality 
of Achaia merged in the houfc of Savoy (Ducange, p. 235 — 245.)* 

31 This office was held by his father and his defendants, but Du- 
cange lias not hunted it with his ufual iagacity. I find that in the 
year 1356, it was in the family of Conflans ; but thefe provincial, 
have been long fince cclipied by the national, marlhals of France. 

3i This language, of which I ihall produce fome fpecimens, is ex- 
plained by Vigenere and Ducange in a verfion and gloflary. The pro- 
fident Des Brofles (Mechanilme des Langues, tom. ii p. 83.), gives it. 
as the example of a language w r hich has ceafed to be French, and is 
underftood only by grammarians. 

3{ His age and his own expreffion, moi qui cefle oeuvre diBa (N°6z> 
&c.), may juflify the fufpicion (more probable than Mr. Wood’s on 
Homer), that he could neither read nor write. Yet Champagne may 
boaft of the two firft hiftorians, the noble authors of French prole, Ville- 
hardouin and Joinville. 

;i4 The crufade and reigns of the courts of Flanders, Baldwin and 
his brother Henry, are the fubje< 5 t of a particular hiftory by the Jefuit 
Doutrcmens (Conftantinopolis Belgica; Turnaci, 1638, in 4to.), wdiich 
I have only foen with the eyes of Ducange. 


was 
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was almoft ruined by famine and civil war. But c H A P. 
tbe fate of fo many royal armies difplayed the . Ij ^‘ . 
toils and perils of a land expedition ; and, if the 
Flemings dwelt along the ocean, the French 
barons were deditute of {hips and ignorant of 
of navigation. They embraced the wife refo- 
lution 'of chufing fix deputies or zeprefentatives, 
of whom Villehardouin was one, with a difcre- 
tionary trull to dire6t the motions, and to pledge 
the faith, of the whole confederacy. The ma- 
ritime dates of Italy were alone podeffed of the 
means of tranfporting the holy warriors with 
their arms and horfes ; and the fix deputies pro- 
ceeded to Venice to folicit, on motives of piety 
or intered, the aid of that powerful republic. 

In the invafion of Italy by Attila, I have men- State of 
tioned 55 the flight of the Venetians from the Vene- 
fallen cities of the continent, and their obfcure tia ^’ D 
fhelter in the chain of iflands that line the 697 — 
extremity of the Adriatic gulf. In the midd of I10O ‘ 
the watei's, free, indigent, laborious, and inae- 
ceffible, they gradually coalefced into a repub- 
lic : the fil’d foundations of Venice were laid in 
the illand of Rialto ; and the annual ele»$lion of 
the twelve tribunes was fuperceded by the per- 
manent office of a duke or doge. On the verge 
of tbe two empires, the Venetians exult in the 
belief ofpiimitive and perpetual independence 3 *. 

Againft 

55 Hiftory, &c. vol. vi. p. ti 6 — 139. 

36 The foundation and independence of Venice, and Pepin’s in- 
vafion, are difeufled by Pagi (Critic*, tom.iii. A. D. 8 ro, N 0 4, &c.) 
and Beretti (Diflert. Chorograph. Italise medii A 2 vi, in Mu- 
ratori. Script, tom. x< p. 155*)* The two critics have a flight 
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CHAP. Againft the Latins, their antique freedom has 

v LX * . been afferted by the fword, and may be juf* 
tified by the pen . Charlemagne himfelf refigned 
all claim of fovereignty to the iflands of the 
Adriatic gulph ; his fon Pepin was repulfed in 
the attacks of the lagunas or canals, too deep 
for the cavalry, and too lhallow for the veffels j 
and in every age, under the German Caefars, the 
lands of the republic have been clearly diftin- 
guillied from the kingdom of Italy. But the in- 
habitants of Venice were cOnfidered by them- 
felves, by ftrangers, and by their fovereigns, as 
an inalienable portion of the Greek empire 37 ; in 
the ninth and tenth centuries, the proofs of their 
fubje6tion are numerous and unqueftionable ; 
and the vain titles, the lervile honours, of the 
Byzantine court, fo ambitioufly folicited by their 
dukes, would have degraded the magiftrates of 
a free people. But the bands of this dependance, 
which was never abfolute or rigid, were imper- 
ceptibly relaxed by the ambition of Venice and 
the weaknefs of Conftantinople. Obedience was 
loftened into refpe6t, privilege ripened into^re- 
rogative, and the freedom of domeflic govern- 

bias, the Frenchman adverfe, the Italian favourable to the re- 
public* 

37 When the fon of Charlemagne afierted his right of fovereignty, 
he was anfwered by the loyal Venetians, 6 Ti QtXofxtv won 7* 

Yap icuav @cccri\ eu; (Conftantin. Porphyrogenit. de Adminiftrat. Impe- 
rii, pars ii. c. 28. p. 85.); and the report of the ixth, eftablifties the 
fa< 5 t of the xth century, which is confirmed by the embafly of Eiut- 
prand of Cremona. The annual tribute, which the Emperor allows 
them to pay to the King of. Italy, alleviates, by doubling their fervi- 
tude ; but the hateful word muft be tranflated, as in the charter 
of 82? (Eaugier, Ilill. de Venice, tom. i. p. 67, &c.;, by the fofter ap- 
pellation o i fubditi) ov Jt deles* 


ment 
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ment was fortified by the independence of fo- c 
reign dominion. The maritime cities of Iftria ^ 
and Dalmatia bowed to the fovereigns of the 
Adriatic ; and wlien they armed againft the 
Normans in the caufe of Alexius, the Emperor 
applied, not to the duty of his fubjeCls, but to 
the gratitude and generofity of his faithful 
allies. The tea was their patrimony 38 : the 
Weftern parts of the Mediterranean, ®from Tuf- 
cany to Gibraltar, were indeed abandoned to 
their rivals of Pifa and Genoa ; but the Vene- 
tians acquired an early and lucrative {hare of 
the commerce of Greece and Egypt. Their 
riches increafed with the increafing demand of 
Europe : their manufactures of filk and glafs, 
perhaps the inftitution of their bank, are of high 
antiquity ; and they enjoyed the fruits of their 
induftry in the magnificence of public and pri- 
vate life. To affert her flag, to avenge her in- 
juries, to proteCl the freedom of navigation, the 
republic could launch and man a fleet of an 
hundred gullies ; and the Greeks, the Saracens, 
and the Normans, were encountered by her 
naval arms. The Franks of Syria were alfifted 
by the Venetians in the reduction of the fea- 
coaft ; but their zeal was neither blind nor dif- 
interefted ; and in the conqueft of Tyre, they 
lhared the fovereignty of a city, the firft feat of 


See the xxvth and xxxth diflertations of the Antiquitates medii. 
iEvi of Muratorl. From Anderfon’s Iliftory of Commerce, I under- 
iland that the Venetians did not trade to England before the year 1333# 
The moft flourilhing Itate of their wealth and commerce in the begin- 
ning of fhe xvth century, is agreeably deferibed by the Abbe Dubos 
(Hilt, de la Ligue de Cambray, fom.11. p. 443-^480.)* 

vol. xi. o he. 
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chap, the commerce of the world. The policy of 
. , Venice was marked by the avarice of a trading, 

and the iniolence of a maritime, power; yet her 
ambition was prudent ; nor did flie often forget 
that if armed gallies were the effebl and lafe- 
guard, merchant veffels were the canfe and lup- 
ply, of her greatnels. In her religion fhe avoided 
' the fchilin of the Greeks, without yielding a fer- 
vile obedience to the Roman pontiff; and a free 
intercourle with the infidels of every clime ap- 
pears to have allayed betimes the fever of fuper- 
llition. Her primitive government was a loofe 
mixture of democracy and monarchy : the doge 
was elected by the votes of the general affembly ; 
as long as he was popular and fuccefsful, lie 
reigned with the pomp and authority of a prince; 
but in the frequent revolutions of the ftate, he 
was dcpofed, or banifhed, or Haiti, by the juftice 
or injuftice of the multitude. The twelfth cen- 
tury produced the firft rudiments of the wife 
and jealous ariltocracy, which has reduced the 
doge to a pageant, and the people to a 
cypher 3r> . 

.usance of When the lix anibaffadors of the French pil- 
a'ld^Vene' 1 § r * ms arrived at Venice, they were holpitably en- 
itians. tertained in the palace of St. Mark, by the reign- 


‘ 'I he Venetians have been flow in writing and publishing their L it- 
to rv. Their molt ancient monuments are, 1. The rude Chronicle 
( perhaps) of John Sago minus (Venezia, 1765, in odtavo), which repre- 
ihitts the Hate and manners of Venice in the year 1008. 2. The 

larger hiftory of the doge (1342 — 1354*) Andrew Dandolo, publifliec! 
for the firlt time in the xiiih torn- of Muratori, A.D. 1728. The Hif- 
tory of Venice by the Abbe Laugicr (Paris, 1728), is a work of home 
merit, which I hare chiefly ufed for the con/iitutional part. 

ins 
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Tngduke: his name was Henry Dandolo 40 ; and chap. 
he Alone in the laft period of human life as one LX ' . 
of the mod illuftrious characters of the times. A.D.iaoi. 
Under the weight of years, and after the lofs of 
his eyes 41 , Dandolo retained a found underftand- 
ing and a manly courage ; the fpirit of an hero, 
ambitious to fignalize his reign by fome memo- 
rable exploits ; and the wifdom of a patriot, 
anxious to build his fame on the glory and ad- 
vantage of his country. He praifed the bold 
enthuliafm and liberal confidence of the bai’ons 
and their deputies ; in fuch a caufe, and with 
fuch afibciates, he Ihoulil afpire, were he a pri- 
vate man, to terminate his life ; but he was the 
fervant of the republic, and fome delay was re- 
quilite to confult, on this arduous bulinefs, the 
judgment of his colleagues. The propofal of 
the French w’as firft debated by the fix Jages 
who had been recently appointed to controul 
the adminiftration of the doge : it was next dif- 
clofed to the forty members of the council of 
ftate; and finally communicated to the legif- 


40 Henry Dandolo was eighty-four at his election (A- D. 1x92)9 and 
ninety-fcven at his death (A. D. 1205.), See the Obfervations of Du- 
cange fur Villehardouin, N 204* But this extraordinary longevity 
is not obferved by the original writers, nor does there exift another 
example of an hero near an hundred years of age. Theophraftus 
might afford an inftance of a writer of ninety-nine ; but inftead of 
tmvmovT& (Proaem. ad Character.), I am much inclined to read 
t ( 3 $oumovr&, with his laft editor Fifcher, and the firft thoughts of Ca- 
faubon. It is fcarcely poffible that the powers of the mind and body 
fliould fupport themfelves till fuch a period of life. 

41 The modem Venetians (Laugier, tom.ii. p. 119.) accufe the Em- 
peror Manuel ; but the calumny is refuted by Villehardouin and the old 
writers, who fuppofe that Dandolo loft his eyes by a wound (N 1 34, 
and Ducange). 
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chap, lative a (Terribly of four hundred and fifty repve- 
LX ‘ fentatives, who were annually chofen in the fix 
quarters of the city. In peace arid war, the 
doge was flill the chief of the republic ; his 
legal authority was fupported by the perfonal 
reputation of Dandolo ; his arguments of public 
intereft were balanced and approved; and he 
was authorifed to inform the ambafi'adors of the 
following conditions of the treaty 4 ’. It was 
propofed that the cruladers fliould affemble at 
Venice on the fe aft of St.John of the enfuing 
year : that flat-bottomed veflels fliould be pre- 
pared for four thoufand five hundred horfes, and 
nine thoufand f quires, with a number of (hips 
fufficient for the embarkation of four thoufand 
five hundred knights, and twenty thoufand foot 
that during a term of nine months they fliould 
be fupplied with proviiions, and tranfported to 
whatever coaft the fen ice of God and Chriften- 
dom fliould require ; and that the republic 
fliould join the armament with a fquadron of 
fifty gallies. It was required, that the pilgrims 
fliould pay, before their departure, a fum of 
eighty-five thoufand marks of filver ; and that 
all conquefls, by fea and land, fliould be 
equally divided between the confederates. 
The terms were hard ; but the emergency was 
prefling, and the French barons were not lefs 
profufe of money than of blood. A general 
aflembly was convened to ratify the treaty ; the 
ftately chapel and place of St. Mark were filled 

42 See the original treaty in the Chronicle of Andrew Dandolo, 
*• 3 * 3 — 

with 
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with ten thoufand citizens; and the noble de- c H a 
puties were taught a new leffon of humbling 
themfelves before the majefty of the people. 1 ‘ v 1 
“ Illuftrious Venetians,” laid the marlhal of 
Champagne, « we are lent by the greatelt atuf 
“ molt powerful barons of France, to implore 
“ the aid of the mailers of the lea, for the deli- 
“ verance of Jerufalem. They have enjoined us 
ee to fall prollrate at your feet; nor will we rile 
“ from the ground, till you have promiled to 
“ avenge with us the injuries of Chrilt.” The 
eloquence of their words and tears 43 , their martial 
afpect, and fuppliant attitude, were applauded 
by an univerfal Ihout; as it were, lays Jeffrey, 
by the found of an earthquake. The venerable 
doge alcended the pulpit to urge their requelt 
by thole motives of honour and virtue, which 
alone can be offered to a popular alfembly ; the 
treaty was tranferibed on parchment, attefted 
with oaths and feals, mutually accepted by the 
weeping and joyful reprefentatives of France 
and Venice; and dilpatched to Home for the 
approbation of Pope Innocent the third. Two 
thoufand marks were borrowed of the mer- 
chants for the fvrft expences of the arma- 
ment. Of the lix deputies, two repalled the 
Alps to announce their fuccefs, while their 
four companions made a fruitlefs trial, of the 

43 A reader of Villehardouin muft oblerve the frequent tears of the 
marfhal and his brother knights. Sachiez que la ot mainte Icrrae plorCe 
de pitie (N ’ 17.); mult plorant (ibid.); mainte Ienne ploree (N;‘ 34.) ; 
li orent mult pitie et plorerent mult durement (N 60.); i ot mainte. 
lerme ploree de pitie (N" 202* )• They weep on every occafion of 
grief, joy, or devotion. 
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cha p. zeal and emulation of the republics of Genoa 
and Pifa. 

Aflembiy The execution of the treaty was ftill oppofed by 

an<1 d f^ r * un ^°' cieen difficulties and delays. The marfhal, 
crufade on his return to Troyes, was embraced and ap-* 
from Ve- proved by Thibaut Count of Champagne, who 
niL j’ Joa ’. ’ had been unanimoufly chofen general of the con-* 
Oa. 8. federates. But the health of that valiant youth 
already declined, and foon became hopelefs; and 
he deplored the untimely fate, which condemned 
him to expire, not in a field of battle, but on a 
bed of ficknefs. To his brave and numerous vaf- 
fals, the dying prince diflributed his treafures : 
they fwore in his prefence to accomplifh his vow 
and their own ; but fome there were, fays the 
marfhal, who accepted his gifts and forfeited 
their word. The more refolute champions of the 
crofs held a parliament at Soiffons for the elec- 
tion of a new general, but fuch was the incapa- 
city, or jealoufy, or reluctance, of the princes of 
France, that none could be found both able and 
willing to affinne the conduct of the enterprife. 
They acquiefced in the choice of a ftranger, of 
Boniface Marquis of Montferrat, defcended of a 
race of heroes, and himfelf of confpicuous fame 
in the wars and negotiations of the times 44 ; nor 
could the piety or ambition of the Italian chief 
decline this honourable invitation. After vi filing 
the French court, where he was received as a 


<A By a victory (A. D. 1191.) over the citizens of Afti, by a cru/acle 
to Paleftine, and by an embafly from the Pope to the German princes 
(Muratori, Annali D'ltalia, tom, x, p. 163. 202.). 


friend 
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friend and kinfman, the marquis, in the church c 11 A P. 
of Soirtbns, was inverted with the crofs of a pil- . n u > 
grim and the ftaft’of a general ; and immediately 
repaffed the Alps, to prepare for the diftant ex- 
pedition of the Eaft. About the feftival of the 
Pentecoft he difplayed his banner, and marched 
towards Venice at the head of the Italians : he 
was preceded or followed by the Counts of Flan- 
ders and Blois, and the mod refpedtable barons 
of France ; and their numbers were fwelled by 
the pilgrims of Germany 45 , whole object and 
motives were fimilar to their own. The Vene- 
tians had fulfilled, and even furpafi'ed, their en- 
gagements : ftables were conftrufited for the 
horfes, and barracks for the troops j the maga- 
zines were abundantly replenilhed with forage 
and provifions ; and the fleet of tranf ports, Ihips 
andgallies, was ready to hoiftfail, as foon as the 
republic had received the price of the freight and 
armament. But thatprice far exceeded the wealth 
of the crulliders who were aflembled at Venice. 

The Flemings, whole obedience to their Count 
was voluntary and precarious, had embarked in 
their vefiels for the long navigation of the ocean 
and Mediterranean ; and many of the French 
and Italians had preferred a cheaper and riiorc 
convenient pafi'age from Marfeilles and Apulia 
to the Holy Land. Each pilgrim might com- 


•»* See the crufade of the Germans in the Hiltoria C. P. of Gunther 
(Canifii Antiq. Lea. tom. iv. p. v — viii.), who celebrates the pilgrimage 
of his abbot Martin, one of the preacliing rivals of Fulk of Neuilly* 
His moffiifteiy, of the Ciltercian order, was fituate iu the diocefe of 
tfafil. 


plain. 
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CHAP plain, that after he had furnifhed his own con- 
, LX ‘ tribution, he was made refponfible for the defi- 
ciency of his abfent brethren : the gold and filver 
plate of the chiefs, which they freely delivered 
to the treafury of St. Mark, was a generous but 
inadequate facrifice ; and after all their efforts, 
thirty-four thoufand marks were Hill wanting to 
complete the llipulated fum. The obftacle was 
removed by the policy and patriotifm of the doge, 
who propofed to the barons, that if they would 
join their arms in reducing fome revolted cities 
of Dalmatia, he would expofe his perfon in the 
holy war, and obtain from the republic a long 
indulgence, till fome wealthy conqueft fhould 
afford the means of fatisfying the debt. After 
much fcruple and hefitation, they chofe rather 
to accept the offer than to relinquifh the enter- 
prife ; and the firlt hoftiiities of the fleet and 
Siege of army were directed againft Zara 46 , a ftrong city 
No^io. f^ ie Sclavonian court, which had renounced its 
allegiance to Venice, and implored the protec- 
tion of the King of Hungary 47 . The crufaders 
burft the chain or boom of the harbour ; landed 


4G Jadera, now Zara, was a Roman colony, which acknowledged Au- 
guftus for its parent. It is now only two miles round, and contains five 
or fix thoufand inhabitants ; but the fortifications are ftrong, and it is 
joined to the main land by a bridge. See the travels of the two com- 
panions, Spon and Wheeler (Voyage de Dalmatic, de Grece, &c. tom.i. 
p. 64 — 70. Journey into Greece, p. 8 — 14.) ; the Lift of whom, by 
miftaking Sejlertia fer SeftertiU values an arch with ftatues and columns 
at twelve pounds. If, in his time, there were no trees near Zara, the 
cherry-trees were not yet planted which produce our incomparable 
mar af quin • 

47 Katona (Hift. Critica Reg. Hungarise, Stirpis Arpad. tom. iv. 
P* 536 — 558.) collets all the fa< 5 ts and teftimouies moft adverfe to 
the conquerors of Zara. 

16 
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their horfes, troops, and military engines; and CHAP, 
compelled the inhabitants, after a defence of . . 

five days, to lurrender at difcretion : their lives 
were fparcd, but the revolt was punifhed by the 
pillage of their houfes and the demolition of 
their walls. The feafon was far advanced ; the 
French and Venetians refolved to pafs the win- 
ter in a fecurc harbour and plentiful country ; 
but their repofe was diflurbed by national ahd 
tumultuous quarrels of the fbldiers and mari- 
ners. The con qu eft of Zara had fcattered the 
feeds of difeord and fcandal ; the arms of the 
allies had been ftaiued in their outlet with the 
blood, not of infidels, but of Chriltians : the 
King of Hungary and his new fubjedts were 
themfelves enlilted under the banner of tlxe 
crol's ; and the fcruples of the devout, were 
magnified by the fear or laflitude of the reluc- 
tant, pilgrims. The Pope had excommunicated 
the falle cruladers who had pillaged and mafia- 
cred, their brethren 4S , and only the Marquis 
Boniface and Simon of Montfort efcaped thele 
fpiritual thunders ; the one by his abfence from 
the liege, the other by his final departure from 
the camp. Innocent might abfolve the fimple 
and fubmiffive penitents of France ; but he was 
provoked by the ltubborn reafon of the Vene- 
tians, who refilled to confefs their guilt, to ac- 
cept their pardon, or to alLow, in their temporal 
concerns, the interpofition of a pried. 


See the whole tranfa&ion, and the fentiments of the Pope* in tlie 
Epiltlcs of Innocent III. Gefta, c. 86> 87 , 88. 


The 
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CHAR The affembly of fucli formidable powers by 
. LX ‘ , fea and land, had revived the hopes of young 49 
Alliance of Alexius ; and, both at Venice and Zara, he fo- 
the crufa- t| ie arms 0 f the crufaders, for his own 

dcrs with „ ^ rni 

the Greek reftoration and his lather s 50 deliverance. I he' 
pfmcc, the r0 y a i youth was recommended by Philip King 
Alexius, of Germany : his prayers and prefence excited 
the compaflion of the camp ; and his caufe was 
embraced and pleaded by the Marquis of Mont- 
ferrat and the Doge of Venice. A double alli- 
ance, and the dignity of Cadar, had connected 
with the Imperial family the two elder brothers 
of I3onila.ee 51 : lie expelled to derive a kingdom 
from the important l'ervice; and the more gene- 
rous ambition of Dandolo was eager to fecure the 
ineliimable benefits of trade and dominion that 
might accrue to his country Their influence 
procured a favourable audience for the ambafla- 


47 A modern reader is furprifed to hear of the valet de Conftantinople, 
as applied to young Alexius, on account of his youth, like the infants 
of Spain, and the nobiliffimus puer of the Romans. The pages and valets 
of the knights were as noble as themfel ves (Villehardouin and Ducange* 
N ° ^ 

50 The Emperor Ifaac is ityled by Villehardouin, Surfac (N 35, &c.), 
which may be derived from the French Sire, or the Greek Kvp (*t 
melted into its proper name ; the farther coiruptions of Turfac and 
Coriferac will inftrutft us what licence may have been ufed in the old 
dynafties of Aflyria and Egypt. 

51 Reinier and Conrad : the former married Maria, daughter of the 
Emperor Manuel Comnenus ; the latter was the hulband of Theodora 
Angela, lifter of the Emperors Ifaac and Alexius. Conrad abandoned 
the Greek court and princefs for the glory of defending Tyre againfl 
Saladin (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 187. 203.). 

52 Nicetas (in Alexio Comneno. 1. iii. c. 9.) accufes the doge and 

Venetians at the firlt authors of the war againft Conftantinople, and 
confiders only as a xvjJLtx, vnsp the arrival and fhameful offers 

of the royal exile. 
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tlors of Alexius ; and if the magnitude of his c H A P. 
offers excited tome fulpicion, the motives and . LX ‘ . 
rewards which he difplayed might juftify the 
delay and diverfion of thofe forces which had 
been confecrated to the deliverance of Jerufalem. 

He promifed, in his own and his father’s name, 
that as foon as they fhould be feated on the 
throne of Conftantinople, they would terminate 
the long fchifin of the Greeks, and fubmit them* 
felves and their people to the lawful fupremaey 
of the Ilomilh church. He engaged to recom- 
penfe the labours and merits of the crufaders, 
by the immediate payment of two hundred thou* 
fand marks of filver; to accompany them in 
perfon to Egypt ; or, if it Ihould be judged 
more advantageous to maintain, during a year, 
ten thoufand men, and, during his life, five hun- 
dred knights, for the fervice of the Holy Land. 

Thefe tempting conditions were accepted by 
the republic of Venice j and the eloquence of 
the doge and marquis perfuaded the Counts of 
Flanders, Blois, and St. Pol, with eight barons 
of France, to join in the glorious enterprife. A 
treaty of offenfive and defenlive alliance was 
confirmed by their oaths and fealsj and each 
individual, according to his lituation and cha- 
racter, was fwayed by the hope of public or pri- 
vate advantage ; by the honour of reltoring an 
exiled monarch ; or by the fincere and probable 
opinion, that their efforts in Paleftine, would be 
fruitlefs and unavailing, and that the acquifition 
of Conftantinople mull precede and prepare the 
recovery of Jerufalem. But they were the chiefs 

or 
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CHAP, or equals of a valiant band of freemen and volun- 

, Lx , teers, who thought and afited for themfelves: the 
foldiers and clergy were divided ; and, if a large 
majority fubfcribed to the alliance, the numbers 
and arguments of the difiidents were Itrong and 
refpectable”. The boldeft hearts were appalled 
by the report of the naval power and impregnable 
ft length of Ccnftantinople ; and their apprehen- 
fions were dilguifed to the world, and perhaps to 
themfelves, by the more decent objections of 
religion and duty. They alleged the lanctity of 
a vow, which had drawn them from their families 
and homes to the refcue of the holy fepulchre ; 
nor fliould the dark and crooked councils of 
human policy divert them from a purl'uit, the 
event of which was in the hands of the Almighty. 
Their firft offence, the attack of Zara, had been 
feverely punifhed by the reproach of their con- 
fidence and the centimes of the Pope; nor would 
they again imbrue their hands in the blood of 
their fellow-chriflians. The apoflle of Rome 
had pronounced ; nor would they ufurp the 
right of avenging with the fword the fchifm of the 
Greeks and the doubtful ufurpation of the Byzan- 
tine monarch. On thefe principles or pretences, 
many pilgrims, the mofl diftinguifhed for their 
valour and piety, withdrew from the camp ; and 
their retreat was lefs pernicious than the open 
or fecret oppofition of a difcontented party, that 

Villehardouin and Gunthur reprefent the fentlments of the two 
parties. The abbot Martin left the army at Zara, proceeded to 
1'hleftine, was fent ambaflador to Conftantinople, and became a re- 
iu&ant witnefs of the fecond fiege. 
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laboured, on every occafion, to feparate the array chap. 
and difappoint the enterprife. , LX ’ 

Notwithftanding this defection, the departure Voyage 
of the fleet and army was vigoroufly prefled by fro ™ Zara 
the Venetians ; whofe zeal for the lervice of the ti n opief an ' 
royal youth concealed a juft refentment to his a.d.i 20 j, 
nation and family. They were mortified by the 
recent preference which had been given to Pifa, 
the rival of their trade ; they had a long arrear 
of debt and injury to liquidate with the Byzan- 
tine court ; and Dandolo might not difcourage 
the popular tale, that he had been deprived of 
his eyes by the Emperor Manuel, who perfi- 
dioufly violated the lanctity of an ambaflador. 

A fimilar armament, for ages, had not rode the 
Adriatic ; it was compofed of one hundred and 
twenty flat-bottomed veflels or palanders for the 
horfes ; two hundred and forty tranfports filled 
with men and arms ; feventy ftorefhips laden 
with provifions ; and fifty flout gallics, well pre- 
pared for the encounter of an enemy S4 . While 
the wind was favourable, the fkv fei'ene, and the 
water fmooth, every eye was fixed with wonder 
and delight on the fcene of military and naval 
pomp which overfpread the fea. The Ihields of 
the knights and fquires, at once an ornament 
and a defence, were arranged on either fide of 
the fhipsj the banners of the nations and 


54 The birth atul dignity of Andrew Dandolo gave him the motive 
and the means of fearching in the archives of Venice the memorable 
ftory of his anceftor. His brevity feems to accufe the copious and 
more recent narratives of Sanudo (in Muratori. Script. Rerum Itali- 
earumi tom. xxii.)> Blondus, Sabellicus, and Rhamnufius. 

families 
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chap, families were diiplayed from the Hern; our modern 
. LX ’ , artillery was fupplied by three hundred engines 
for calling Hones and darts : the fatigues of the 
way were cheered with the found of mulic ; and 
the fpirits of the adventurers were raifed by the 
mutual affurance, that forty thoufand Chriftian 
heroes were equal to the conqueft of the world s5 . 
In the navigation 56 from Venice and Zara, the 
fleet was fuccefsfnlly fleered by the lkill and ex- 
perience of the Venetian pilots j at Durazzo, 
the confederates firll landed on the territories 
of the Greek empire : the ifle of Corfu af- 
forded a ilation and repofe ; they doubled with- 
out accident the perilous cape of Malea, the 
foutliern point of Peloponnefus or the Morea ; 
made a defcent in the illands of Negropont and 
Andros ; and call anchor at Abydus on the 
Aliatic fide of the Hellefpont. Thefe preludes 
of conqueft were ealy and bloodlefs; the Greeks 
of the provinces, without patriotifm or courage, 
were cruflied by an irrefiftible force ; the pre- 
fence of the lawful heir might juftify their obe- 
dience y and it was rewarded by the modefty 
and difcipline of the Latins. As they penetrated 
through the Hellefpont, the magnitude of their 
navy was comprefled in a narrow channel j and 


5 * Villehardouin, N° 6 z. His feelings and exprefiions are original ; 
he often weeps, hut he rejoices in the glories and perils of war with a 
fpirit unknown to a fedentary writer. 

56 In this voyage almofi all the geographical names are corrupted 
by the Latins. The modern appellation of Chalcis, and all Euboea, is 
derived from its Euripus, Euripo, Negri-pOy Nrgroponty which dis- 
honours our maps (D’Anville, Geographic Ancienne, tom. i. p. 2163 .)» 

i 5 the 
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the face of the waters was darkened with innu- chap. 
merable tails. They again expanded in the bafon ^ 

of the Propontis, and traverfed. that placid fea, 
till they approached the European fhore, at the 
abbey of St. Stephen, three leagues to the weft 
of Conftantinople. The prudent doge diifuaded 
them from difperfing themfelves in a populous 
and hoftile land ; and, as their flock of provi- 
fions was reduced, it was refolved, in the feafon 
of harveft, to replenilh their ftorefhips in the 
fertile iflands of the Propontis. With this refo- 
lution, they directed their courfe ; but a ftrong 
gale, and their own impatience, drove them to 
the eaftward ; and fo near did they run to the 
fhore and the city, that fome vollies of ftoncs and 
darts were exchanged between the fhips and the 
rampart. As they palled along, they gazed with 
admiration on the capital of the Eaft, or, as it 
ihould feem, of the earth ; riling from her feven 
hills, and towering over the continents of Eu- 
rope and Alia. The fvvelling domes and lofty 
fpires of five hundred palaces and churches were 
gilded by the fun and reflected in the waters ; 
the walls were crowded with lbldiers and fpec- 
tators, whofe numbers they beheld, of whole 
temper they were ignorant; and each heart was 
chilled by the reflection, that, lince the begin- 
ning of the world, Inch an enterprife had never 
been undertaken by Inch an handful of warriors. 

But the momentary apprehenlion was difpeiled 
by hope and valour ; and every man, fays the 
marlhal of Champagne, glanced his eye on the 
fword or lance which he mult Ipccdily ufe in the 

glorious 
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glorious conflict S7 . The Latins call anchor be- 
fore Chalcedon ; the mariners only were left in 
the veflels j the foldiers, horfes, and arms, were 
fafely landed ; and, in the luxury of an Imperial 
palace, the barons tailed the firft fruits of their 
fuccefs. On the third day, the fleet and army 
moved towards Scutari, the Afiatic fuburb of 
Conftantinople ; a detachment of five hundred 
Greek horfe was furprifed and defeated by four- 
fcore French knights ; and in a halt of nine days, 
the camp was plentifully fupplied with forage and 
provifions. 

In relating the invafion of a 'great empire, it 
may feem ftrange that I have not deferibed the 
obftacles which Ihould have checked the progrefs 
of the ftrangers. The Greeks, in truth, were an 
unwarlike people ; but they were rich, industri- 
ous, and fubje6l to the will of a Angle man : had 
that man been capable of fear, when his enemies 
were at a diftance, or of courage, when they ap- 
proached his perfon. The firft rumour of his 
nephew’s alliance with the French and Venetians 
was defpifed by the ufurper Alexius; his flatterers 
perfuaded him, that in his contempt he was bold 
and fincere ; and each evening in the clofe of the 
banquet, he thrice difeomfited the Barbarians of 
the Weft. Thefe Barbarians had been juftly ter- 
rified by the report of his naval power ; and the 
lixteen hundred filhing boats of Conftantinople ,t; 

could 

117 F.t fachicz que 11 ne ot H hardi cui ie cucr nefremlft (c. 67 .) * * • 
Chafe uns regardoit fes armes .... que par terns an aront meftrer 
fc. 68.). Such is the honefty of courage. 

Kandem urbem plus in foils ivvlhu*' piicator*m abundure* 

quao-- 
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could have manned a fleet, to link them in the CHAP. 
Adriatic, or Itop their entrance in the mouth of . " ' , 

the Hellefpont.- But all force may be annihilated 
by the negligence of the prince and the venality 
of his miniltcrs. The great duke, or admiral, 
made a fcandalous, almoft a public, auction of the 
fails, the malts, and the rigging; the royal forefts 
were relerved for the more important purpofe of 
the chace; and the trees, lays Nicetas, were 
guarded by the eunuchs, like the groves of reli- 
gious worlhip 5> . From his dream of pride, 

Alexius was awakened by the liege of Zara, and 
the rapid advances of the Latins; as loon as he 
favv the danger was real, he thought it inevitable, 
and his vain prefumption was loft in abjeCt def- 
pondency and delpair. He fuflered tliefe con- 
ternptible Barbarians to pitch their camp iu the 
light of the palace; and bis apprehenlions were 
thinly dilguifed by the pomp and menace of a 
fuppliant embaliy. The fovereign of the Romans 
was aflonilhed (his ambalfadors were inliru6led 
to fay) at the hollile appearance of the ftrangers. 

If tliefe pilgrims were lincere in their vow for 
the deliverance of Jerufalem, his voice mult ap- 
plaud, and his treafures lhould allilt, their pious 
delign; but lhould they dare to invade the lanc- 
tuary of empire, their numbers, were they ten 
times more conliderable, lhould not protect them 
from his juft releiitment. The anlwer of the 

quam illos in toto navigio. Habebat enim mille et lexcentas piicatoria 

naves Bcllicas autem five mercatorias habebanr iiifinitae mul- 

titudinia et portum tiitiilimum. Gunthur, Hift. C. P. c 8. p.io. 

iJr K aGa~ ‘p t-pw OtX'Tf.WVf U~:iV i)* KCU Q'oQvTt'jTUJV ■TT-XSZrhkQ’W tipSiSovr* 

Nicetas in Alex. Coniiieno, l.iii. c. 9. p. 348. 

vol. xu r 


doge 
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c II A p. doge and bai ons was Ample and magnanimous. 
. L *' , “ In the caufe of honour and juftice,” they faid, 
“ we defpife the ufurper of Greece, his threats, 
“ and his offers. Our friendlhip and his allegi- 
“ ance are due to the lawful heir, to the young 
“ prince who is feated among us, and to his 
“ father, the Emperor Uliac, who has been de- 
‘‘ prived of his lceptrc, his freedom, and his ey T es, 
by the crime of an ungrateful brother. Let 
“ that brother confefs his guilt, and implore for- 
“ givenefs, and we ourfeives will intercede, that 
“ he may be permitted to live in affluence and 
“ fecurity. But let him not inful t us by a lecond 
“ meffage: our reply will be made in arms, in 
“ the palace of Conilantinople.” 

Paflage of On the tenth day of their encampment at 
pliorus!" Scutari, the crufaders prepared themfdves, as 

July 6. foldiers and as catholics, for the paff’age of the 

Bolphorus. Perilous indeed was the adventure ; 
the dream was broad and rapid; in a calm the 
current of the Euxine might drive down the 
liquid and unextinguifhable fires of the Greeks ; 
and the opposite ffiores of Europe were defended 
by leven thoufaml horfe and foot in formidable 
array. On this memorable day, which happened 
to be bright and plealant, the Latins were diftri- 
buted in fix battles or divifions ; the firfl, or van- 
guard, was led by the Count of Flanders, one of 
the mofl powerful of the Chriftian princes in the 
fkill and number of his crofs-bow. The four fuc- 
ceffive battles of the French were commanded 
byffiis brother Henry, the Counts of St. Poland 
Biois, and Matthew of Montmorency, the laflof 

whom 
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whom was honoured by the voluntary fervice of c 
the marflial and nobles of Champagne. The A 
fix th divifion, the rear-guard and referve of the 
army, was conducted by the Marquis of Mont- 
ferrat, at the head of the Germans and Lom- 
bards. The chargers, laddled, with their long 
caparifons dragging on the ground, were em- 
barked in the flat palanclers' 0 ; and the knights 
flood by the fide of their horfes, in complete 
armour, their helmets laced, and their lances in 
their hands. Their numerous train of Jerjeants’“ 
and archers occupied the t ran f ports; and each 
tranlport was towed by the flrength and fwift- 
nefs of a galley. The fix divifions travelled the 
Bofphorus, without encountering an enemy or 
an obftacle ; to land the foremofl was the wifh, 
to conquer or die was the refolution, of every 
divifion and of every foldier. Jealous of the 
pre-eminence of danger, the knights in their 
heavy armour leaped into the fea, when it rofe 
as high as their girdle; the feijeantsand archers 
were animated by their valour; and the {quires, 
letting down the draw-bridges of the palaiulers, 

60 From the verfiou of Vigncre I adopt the well-founding word 
pal cinder, which is (till ufed, I believe, in the Mediterranean. Bat 
had I written in French, I fturald have preferred the original and ex- 
preflive denominations of •vejjiers or hujjiers , from the burs , or door, 
which was let down as a draw-bridge ; but which, at fea, was clofed 
into the iide of the lhip (fee Ducange au Villehardouin, N 14. and 
Joinville, p. 27, 28. edit, du Louvre). 

6 ‘ To avoid the vague expreflions of followers, &c. I ufe, after 
Villehardouin, the word ferjeants for all horfemen who were not 
knights. There were ferjeants at arms and ferjeants at law ; and if* 
wc. vifit the parade and Wefhninfter-hall, wc may obferve the itraage 
refult of the diitindtion (Ducange, Gloflar. Latin. Servientesy &c, 
tom.vi. p. 226 — 23T. 
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CHAP, led the horfes to the fiiore. Before the fqua- 
, LX " . drons could mount, and form, and couch their 
lances, the leventy thoufand Greeks had vuniflied 
from their fight; the timid Alexius gave the 
example to his troops; and it was ordy by the 
plunder of his rich pavilions that the Latins 
were informed that, they had fought again!! an 
emperor. In the fir/l conllcrnntion ot the in iug 
enemy, they relolved by a double attack to open 
the entrance of the harbour. The tower of 
Galata '% in the fuburb of Peru, was attacked 
and flormed by the French, while the Vene- 
tians afiumed the more difficult talk of forcing; 
the boom or chain that was llretched from that 
tower to the Byzantine fliore. After Ibme 
fruitlefs attempts, their intrepid perfeverancc 
prevailed: twenty tliips of war, the relics of the 
Grecian navy, were either funk or taken : the 
enormous and mafiy links of iron were cut 
afmider by the /hears, or broken by the weight, of 
the gallies 63 ; arid the Venetian fleet, fiife and 
triumphant, rode at anchor in the port of Con- 
flantinople. By the/e daring atchievcments, a 


f ' 2 It: is necdlefs to obferve, that on the fubjeA of Galata, the chain* 
Sec. Durango is accurate and full. Coniult likcwile the proper chap- 
tors of the C, P. Chriftiana of the fame author. The inhabitants of 
Galata were fo vain and ignorant, that they applied to themfelvcf 
St. Paul’s Epiftle to the Galatians. 

63 The veffel that broke the chain was named the Eagle, A quit a 
(Dandol. Chronicon. p.321.}, which Blond us (de GefUs Vuiet.} 
has changed into Aquilo the north-wind. Ducangc, Obfervatiom, 
N ,J 83. maintains the laitcr reading ; but he had not fecit the re- 
fpc< 5 lable text of Dandolo, nor did be enough conlider the topo- 
graphy of the harbour. The fouth-caft would lure been a more 
effectual wind. 
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_ remnant of twenty thouland Latins iblicited the c HA P. 
licence of belieging a capital which contained . y j 
above lour hundred thouland inhabitants 4 ", able, 
though not willing, to bear arms in the defence of 
their country. Such an account would indeed 
fuppofe a population of near two millions ; but 
whatever abatement may be required in the 
numbers of the Greeks, the belief oi' thofe num- 
bers will equally exalt the fearlels ipirit of their 
all'ailants. 

In the choice of the attack, the French and FM* fiege 
Venetians were divided by their habits of life and qup ft oJ - 
warfare. The former affirmed with truth, that Conftanti- 
Conflantinople was molt accelfible on the fide of ”i°e Latins, 
the fea and the harbour. The latter might alfert Juiy^-is. 
with honour, that they had long enough trufted 
their lives and fortunes to a frail bark and a pre- 
carious element, and loudly demanded a trial of 
knighthood, a firm ground, and a dole onfet, 
either on foot or horleback. After a prudent 
compromife, of employing the two nations by 
fea and land, in the ferviee belt fuited to their 
character, the fleet covering the army, they both 
proceeded from the entrance to the extremity of 
the harbour : the Hone bridge of the river was 
haftily repaired; and the fix battles of the French 
formed their encampment againfl the front of the 


64 Quatre cens mil homes oil plus (Villehardouin, N 134.), muftbe 
imderltood of men of a military age. Le Beau (fiift. du Bas Empire, 
tom. xx* p* 41 7.) allows Conftantiuoplc a million of inhabitants, of 
whom 60,000 horfe, and an infinite number of foot foldiers. In its 
prefent decay, the capital of the Ottoman empire may cont ain 400,000 
fouls (Bell's Travels, vol. ii. p* 4^i» 402-) ; but as the Turks keep no 
regifters, and as circmnftances are fallacious, it is irnpoflible to afeer- 
tain (Niebuhr, Voyage en Arabie, tom. i. p. *8, 19.) the real popu- 
Ioufne& of their cities. 

p 3 capital. 
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chap, capital, the bafis of the triangle which runs about 
. . four miles from the port to the Propontis* 5 6 . On 

the edge of a broad ditch, at the foot of a lofty 
rampart, they had leifure to contemplate the dif- 
ficulties of their enterprife. The gates to the right 
and left of their narrow camp poured forth fre- 
quent tallies of cavalry and light-infantry, which 
cut off' their ftragglcrs, fwept the country of pro- 
vifions, founded the alarm five or fix times in the 
courfe of each day, and compelled them to plant 
a pallifade, and link an entrenchment, for their 
immediate fafety'. In the fupplies and convoys 
the Venetians had been too fparing, or the Franks 
too voracious ; the ufual complaints of hunger 
and fcarcity were heard, and perhaps felt : their 
flock of flour would be exluiufled in three weeks ; 
and their dilgull of fait meat tempted them to 
taftc the fiefli of their horfes. The trembling 
ufurper was l'upported by Theodore Lafcaris, his 
fon-in-law, a valiant youth, who afpired to fave 
and to rule his country ; the Greeks, rcgardlefs 
of that country, were awakened to the defence of 
their religion ; but their firm eft hope was in the 
ftrength and fpirit of the Varangian guards, of 
the Danes and Englifh, as they are named in the 
writers of the times 66 . After ten days inceffant 

05 On the moft corredl plans of Conftantinople, I know not how 
to meafure more than 4000 paces. Yet Villchardouin computes the 
fpacc at three leagues (N 86.). If his eyes were not deceived, he 
muft reckon by the old Gallic league of 1500 paces, which might Hill 
be ufed in Champagne. 

6 '’ The guards, the Varangi, are flyled by Villehardouin (N 1 8 9. 
95, &c.), Knglois et Danois avec leurs haches. Whatever had been 
their origin, a French pilgrim could not be miftaken in the nations of 
wluch they were at that time compofed. 

labour. 
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labour, the ground was levelled, the ditch filled, c 11 A P. 
the approaches of the befiegers were regularly LX - 
made, and two hundred and fifty engines of 
aflault exerciled their various powers to clear the 
rampart, to batter the walls, and to lap the foun- 
dations. On the firft appearance of a breach, 
the fcaling-ladders were applied : the numbers 
that defended the vantage-ground repulled and 
opprefied the adventurous Latins ; but they ad- 
mired the refolution of fifteen knights and fer- 
jeants, who had gained the afcent, and main- 
tained their perilous ftation till they were preci- 
pitated or made prilbners by the Imperial guards. 

On the fide of the harbour the naval attack was 
more fuccefsfully conducted by the Venetians ; 
and that indultrious people employed every re- 
fouree that was known and praCtifed before the 
invention of gunpowder. A double line, three 
bow-fhots in front, was formed by the gallies and 
flaps ; and the fwift motion of the former was 
fupportcd by the weight and loftinefs of the 
latter, whole decks, and poops, and turret, were 
the’platforms of military engines, that difcharged 
their fliot over the heads of the firft line. The 
lbldiers, who leaped from the gallies on fhore, 
immediately planted and alcended their fcaling- 
ladders, while the large fliips, advancing more 
flowly into the intervals, and lowering a draw- 
bridge, opened a way through the air from their 
mulls to the rampart. In the midfl of the con- 
flict, the doge, a venerable and confpicuous 
form, flood aloft in complete armour on the 
prow of his galley. The great Aandard of 

v 4 St. Mark 
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p. St.Mark was cl if played before him; liis threats, 
promifes, and exhortations, urged the dili- 
gence of the rowers ; his vefl’el was the fil'd 
that ftmck ; and Dandolo was the full war- 
rior on the lhore. The nations admired the 
magnanimity of the blind old man, without 
reflecting that his age and infirmities diminifhed 
the price of life, and enhanced the value of 
immortal glory. On a Hidden, by an invifible 
hand (for the ftandard-bearer was probably 
flain), the banner of the republic was fixed, 
on the rampart : twenty-five towers were ra- 
pidly occupied ; and, by the cruel expedient 
of fire, the Greeks were driven from the ad- 
jacent quarter. The doge bad difpatchcd the 
intelligence of his fuccefs, when he was cheeked 
by the danger of his confederates. Nobly de- 
claring, that lie would rather die with the pil- 
grims than gain a victory by their deftruCtion. 
Dandolo rehnquifhed his advantage, recalled his 
troops, and battened to the feene of aClion. He 
found the fix weary diminutive buttles of the 
French encompaffed by fixty fquadrons of the 
Greek cavalry, the leaft of which was more 
numerous than the lagged of their divifions. 
Shame and del pair had provoked Alexius to the 
lad effort, of a general lally ; but he was awed 
by the firm order and manly afpeCt of the La- 
tins ; and, after fkirmifhing at a didance, with- 
drew his troops in the ciofe of the evening. 
The iilence or tumult of tiie night exafperated 
his fears; and the timid ufurper collecting a 
treafure often thoufand pounds of gold, bafely 
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deferted his wife, his people, and his fortune ; ciiap. 
threw himfelf into a bark. Hole through the Bof- , LX ' . 
phorus, and landed in lliameful fafety in an ob- 
fcure harbour of Thrace. As foon as they were 
appriled of his flight, the Greek nobles fought 
pardon and peace in the dungeon where the 
blind Ifaac expe6ted each hour the vifit of the 
executioner. Again laved and exalted by the 
vicillitudes of fortune, the captive in his impe- 
rial robes was replaced on the throne, and fur- 
rounded with proltrate Haves, whole real terror 
and affe&ed joy he wag incapable of difcerning. 

At the dawn of day hollilities were fufpendcd ; 
and the Latin chiefs were furprifed by a meflage 
from the lawful and reigning emperor, who was 
impatient to embrace his lbn, and to reward his 
generous deliverers 67 . 

But thele generous deliverers were unwilling to Rdtora- 
releafe their holtage, till they had obtained from 7,011 t,,l? 

his father the payment, or at leaft the promife, of iflac An- 
their recompenfe. They chole four ambafladors £ plus > and 
Matthew of Montmorency, our hiltorian the marl Alexius, 
lhal of Champagne, and two Venetians, to con- July 
gratulate the Emperor. The gates were thrown 
open on their approach, the ftreets on both lides 
were lined with the battle-axes of the Danilh 
and Englilh guard the prefcnce-chamber glit- 

67 For the firft ficge and ronqueft of Conflantinople, we may read 
the original letter of the crufaders to Innocent III. Gefta, c. 91. p. 533, 

534. Villehardouin, N 75 — 99. N’cetas in Alexio Cronnen. 1 . iii. 
c.m 10. p. 349 — 352. Dandolo, in Chron. p. 3 2 i. Gunther, and his 
abbot Martin, were not yet returned from their obliinate pilgrimage 
at Jerufalcm, or St. John d’Acre, where the greateft part of the com- 
pany had died of the plague. 


tered 
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chap, tered with gold and jewels, the falfe fubltitutes 

, LX - . of virtue and power ; by the tide of the blind 
Ifaac, his wife was feated, the tiller of the King 
of Hungary ; and by her appearance, the noble 
matrons of Greece were drawn from their do- 
meltic retirement, and mingled with the circle 
of fenators and foldiers. The Latins, by the 
mouth of the marlhal, fpoke like men, confci- 
ous of their merits, but who retpe<Sled the work 
of their own hands ; and the Emperor clearly 
umlcrltood, that his ion’s engagements with Ve- 
nice and the pilgrims mull be ratified without 
limitation or delay. Withdrawing into a private 
chamber with the emprefs, a chamberlain, an 
interpreter, and the four ambaffiulors, the fa- 
ther of young Alexius enquired with loine an- 
xiety into the nature of his ftipulations. The 
fubmiffion of the Eallern empire to the Pope, 
the fuccour of the Holy Land, and a prefent 
contribution of two hundred thoufand marks of 
filver — “ Thefe conditions are weighty,” was 
his prudent reply ; “ they are hard to accept, 

“ and difficult to perform. But no conditions 
<c can exceed the meafure of your fervices and 
“ deferts.” After this fatisfa6lory affurance, the 
barons mounted on horfeback, and introduced 
the heir of Conltantinople to the city and pa- 
lace : his youth and marvellous adventures en- 
gaged every heart in his favour, and Alexius was 
folemnly crowned with his lather in the dome 
of St. Sophia. In the fufldays of his reign, the 
people, already bleffed with the relloration of 
plenty and peace, was delighted by the joyful 

2 catallrophe 
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cataftrophe of the tragedy ; and the difcontent CHAP, 
of the nobles, their regret, and their fears, . LX * , 
were covered by the polilhed furface of pleafure 
and loyalty. The mixture of two difcordant 
nations in the fame capital, might have been 
pregnant with mifchief and danger ; and the 
fuburb of Galatia, or Pera, was alfigned for the 
quarters of the French and Venetians. But the 
liberty of trade and familiar intercourfe was al- 
lowed between the friendly nations $ and each 
day the pilgrims were tempted by devotion or 
curiolity to vifit the churches and palaces of Con- 
flantinople. Their rude minds, infenfible per- 
haps of the finer arts, were aftoniflied by the 
magnificent lcencry : and the poverty of their 
native towns enhanced the populoufnels and 
riches of the firft. metropolis of Chriftendom ° 8 . 
Defcending from his ftate, young Alexius was 
prompted by intereft and gratitude to repeat his 
frequent and familiar vifits to his Latin allies; 
and in the freedom of the table, the gay petu- 
lance of the French fometim.es forgot the Empe- 
ror of the Fall fia . In their molt ferious confer- 
ences, it was agreed, that the re-union of the 


Compare, in the rude energy of Villehardouin (N° 266. 20a. ), 
the infide and ou tilde views of Conftantinople, and their imprcffion 
on the minds of the pilgrims : cette ville (fays he) que de toutes Ies 
autres ere fouveraine. See the parallel pa/Tages of Fuicherius Carno- 
tenfis, liiih Hierofol. 1. i. c. 4. and Will. Tyr. ii. 3. xx. 26 . 

6l> As they played at dice, the Latins took off his diadem, and 
clapped on his head a woollen or hairy cap, to t; xxi 

'tvxyH.Xztr-ov x-zTgpfvir&iw oyofxa (Nicetas, p. 358.). If thefe merry 
companions were Venetians, it was the infolence of trade and a com*? 
monwealth. 


two 
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chap two c ^ urc ^ es niuft be the refult of patience ancF 
lx. time ; but avarice was lefs tractable than zeal ; 
a nd a large fum was inftantly difperfed to appeafe 
the wants, and file nee the importunity, of the 
crufaders 7 °. Alexius was alarmed by the ap- 
proaching hour of their departure: their abfence 
might have relieved him from the engagement 
which he was yet incapable of performing ; but 
bis friends would have left hirn, naked and alone, 
to the caprice and prejudice of a perfidious na- 
tion. He wifhed to bribe their flay, the delay of 
a year, by undertaking to defray their expence, 
and to fatisfy, in their name, the freight of the 
Venetian vefiels. The offer was agitated in the 
council of the barons; and, after a repetition of 
their debates and lernples, a majority of votes 
again aequiefeed in the advice of the doge and 
the prayer of the young Emperor. At the price 
of fixteen hundred pounds of gold, lie prevailed 
on the Marquis of Montferrat to lead him with 
an army round the provinces of Europe; to efta- 
blifh his authority, and purine his uncle, while 
Conflantinople was awed by the prefence of' 
Baldwin and his confederates of France and 
Flanders. The expedition was fuccelsful ; the 
blind Emperor exulted in thcfucccfs of his arms, 
and liflened to the predictions of his flatterers. 


70 Villehardouin, N lor. Dandolo, p.322. The doge affirms, 
that the Venetians were paid more ilowly than the French ; but he 
owns, that the liiftories of the two nations differed on that fubje<ft. 
Had he read Villehardouin r The Greeks complained, however, quod 
totius Graeciae opes tranftuliffet. (Gunther, Hift. C. P. c. 13.). See th# 
lamentations and inve&ives of Nicetas (p. 355.)* 
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that the fame Providence which had railed him c H A P. 
from file dungeon to the throne, would heal his , “ ' . 

gout, reliore his fight, and watch over the long 
profjierity of his reign. Yet the mind of the 
fnfpicious old man was tormented by the riling 
glories of his foil ; nor could his pride conceal 
from his envy, that, while his own name was 
pronounced in faint and reluctant acclamations, 
the royal youth was the theme of fpontaneous 
and univerfal praife 7 ‘. 

By the recent invafion, the Greeks were awak- Quarrel 
ened from a dream of nine centuries ; from the "1 th f 
vain prefumption that the capital of the Roman and La- 
empire was impregnable to foreign arms. The tm *' 
flrangers of the Weft had violated the city, and 
bellowed the lceptre of Conltantine : their Im- 
perial clients foon became as unpopular as them- 
lelves : the well-known vices of Il'aac were ren- 
dered Hill more contemptible by his infirmities, 
and the y oung Alexius was hated as an apollate, 
who had renounced the manners and religion of 
his country. His lecret covenant with the Latins 
was divulged or fulpecded ; the people, and elpe- 
ciaily the clergy, were devoutly attached to their 
faith and l’uperltition ; and every convent, and 
every fnop, refounded with the danger of the 
church anti the tyranny of the Pope 7 \ An 
empty trealiiry could ill fupply the demands of 

regal • 

7t The reign of Alexias Conwenus occupies three books in Nicetas, 
p. %t)i — 35 z. The Ihort restoration of Il'aac and his Ion is difpatched • 
in five chapters, p* 352 — 362* 

7 * When Nicetas reproaches Alexius for his impious league, he 
bellow* the harfhelt names on the pope’s new religion, putor kcu 
K'wnm'ivm . , . iraptKTjJCT rm , t wv tv II xxnicrpo* 

, . . fxk ret* 
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chap, regal luxury and foreign extortion : the Greeks 
LX ~ refufed to avert, by a general tax, the impend- 
ing evils of fervitude and pillage ; the oppreflion 
of the rich excited- a more dangerous and per- 
fonal rel'entment ; and if the Emperor melted 
the plate, and del'poiled the images, of the fanc- 
tuary, he feemed to juftify the complaints of 
herely and facritcge. During the abfence of 
Marquis Boniface and his Imperial pupil, Con- 
stantinople was vifited with a calamity which 
might be jullly imputed to the zeal and indif- 
cretion of the Flemifb pilgrims n . In one of 
their vi/its to the city, they were lcandalized by 
the afpe<St of a mofch or fynagogue, in which 
one God was worfhipped, without a partner or a 
foil. Their effectual mode of controverly w r as 
to attack the infidels with the fword, and their 
habitation with fire : but the infidels, and fome 
Chriflian neighbours, prefumed to defend their 
lives and properties $ and the flames which bi- 
gotry had kindled coni limed the molt orthodox 
and innocent ftruetures. During eight days and 
nights, the conflagration ipread above a league 
in front, from the harbour to the Propontis, over 
the thickeft and molt populous regions of the 
city. It is not eafy to count the flately churches 
and palaces that were reduced to a iinoking ruin, 


• * . fJLSTOtQt<TlV TP YSU fJLtTUTOWCrw <7UV TTOlXCL i&V VdfXCZl 01$ sQw (p. 348 .), 

Such was the fincere language of every Greek to the Iaft gafp of the 
empire. 

75 Nicetas (p. 355.) is pofitive in the charge, and fpecifies the 
Flemings though he is wrong in fuppofing it an an- 

cient name. Villehardouin (N 107.) exculpates the barons, and is 
ignorant (perhaps afFe&L'dly ignorant) of the names of the guilty. 


to 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


223 

to value the merchandife that perifbed in the chap. 
trading ftreets, oi 1 to number the families that . L ^' . 
were involved in the common deftruetion. By 
this outrage, which the doge and the barons in 
vain affected to difclaim, the name of the Latins 
became dill more unpopular ; and the colony of 
that nation, above fifteen thouland perfons, con- 
fulted their fiifety in a liafty retreat from the city 
to the protection of their flan dan 1 in the fuburb 
of Pera. The Emperor returned in triumph; 
but the firmed and mod dextrous policy would 
have been infufiicient to deer him through the 
temped, which overwhelmed the peribn and go- 
vernment of that unhappy youth. His own in- 
clination, and his father’s advice, attached him to 
his benefactors ; but Alexius hefitated between 
gratitude and patriotilin, between the fear of his 
fubjeCts and of his allies 74 . By bis feeble and fluc- 
tuating conduct he lod the edeem arid confidence 
of both; and while he invited tire Marquis of 
Montferratto occupy the palace, he inhered the 
nobles to confpire, and the people to arm, for 
the deliverance of their country. Regardlefs of 
his painful fituation, the Latin chiefs repeated 
their demands, relented his delays, fulpeCted his 
intentions, and exacted a decifive anfwer ofpeace 
or war. The haughty fummous was delivered 
by three French knights and three Venetian de- 
puties, who girded their fwords, mounted their 


74 Compare the fufpicions and complaints of Nicetas (p. 339 — 362.) 
with the blunt charges of Baldwin of Flanders (Cefta Innocent III* 
c. 9 p.534,), cum patriarchs et mole nobilium, nobis promiilis per- 

jurus et mendax, 

horfes. 
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chap, horfes, pierced through the angry multitude, and 
, entered with a fearlefs countenance the palace 

and prefence of the Greek Emperor. In a pe- 
remptory tone, they recapitulated their (erviqcs 
and his engagements ; and boldly declared, that 
unlefs their juft claims were fully and imme- 
diately latisfied, they lliould no longer hold him 
either as a fovereign or a friend. After this de- 


fiance, the firft that had ever wounded an Im- 
perial ear, they departed without betraying any 
fymptoms of fear ; but their efcape from a lervile 
palace and a furious city altoniflied the ambaflii- 
dors themfelves ; and their return to the camp 
was the fignal of mutual hoftility. 

The war Among the Greeks, all authority and wifdom 
renewed, were overborne by the impetuous multitude, 
tjo 4. who miftook their rage for valour, their num- 
bers for ftrength, and their fanaticifm for the 
fupport and inlpiration of Heaven. In the 
eyes of both nations Alexius was falfe and 
contemptible : the bafe and Ipurious race of 
the Angeli was rejected with clamorous dil- 
dairt ; and the people of Conftantinople eucom- 
pafl’ed the fenate, to demand at their hands a 
more worthy emperor. To every fenator, con- 
fpicuous by his birth or dignity, they fuccef- 
fively prefented the purple : by each fenator the 
deadly garment was repulfed : the contell Jafted 
three days ; and we may learn from the hif- 
torian Nicetas, one of the members of the a f- 
fembly, that fear and vveaknels were the guar- 
dians of their loyalty. A phantom, who vanifhed 
in oblivion, was forcibly proclaimed by tlie 

crowd ; 
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crowd 7 *; but the author of the tumult, and c H A P. 
the leader of the war, was a prince of the houfe . LX ' p 
of Ducas ; and his common appellation of Alex- 
ius mull be difcriminated by the epithet of 
Mourzoufle 7 *, which in the vulgar idiom ex- 
preffed the clofe junction of his black and fliaggy 
eye-brows. At once a patriot and a courtier, 
the perfidious Mourzoufle, who was not defti- 
tute of cunning and courage, oppofed the Latins 
both iu fpeech and action, inflamed the paflions 
and prejudices of the Greeks, and infinuated 
himfelf’ into the favour and confidence of Alex- 
ius, who trufted him with the office of great 
chamberlain, and tinged his bufkins with the 
colours of royalty. At the dead of night, he 
rallied into the bed-chamber with an affrighted 
afpedl, exclaiming, that the palace was attacked 
by the people and betrayed by the guards. 

Starting from his couch, the unfufpe&ing prince 
threw himfelf into the arms of his enemy, who 
had contrived his efcape by a private flaircafe. 

But that flaircafe terminated in a prifon : Alex- Alexius and 
ius was feized, flripped, and loaded with chains ; depofe^by 
and, after tailing fome days the bitternefs of Mourzou- 
deatli, he was poifoned, or firangled, or beaten fle ’ Feb ' *' 
with clubs, at the command, or in the prefence, 
of the tyrant. The Emperor Ifaac Angelus 


75 His name was Nicholas Canabus ; he deferred the praife of Ni* 
cetas and the vengeance of Mourzoufle (p. 36*.). * 

76 Viliehardouin (N J 116.) fpeaks of him as a favourite, without 
knowing that he was a prince of the blood, Angelus and Ducas . Du- 
cange, who pries into every corner, believes him to be the fon of Ifaac 
Ducas Sebaftocrator, and fecond coufm of young Alexius. 
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chap, foon followed his fon to the grave, and Mour- 
L x - zoufle, perhaps, might fpare the fuperfluous 
crime of haltening the extin 6tion of impotence 
and blindnefs. 

Second The death of the emperors, and the ufurpation 
fiege.Janu- 0 f Mourzoufle, had changed the nature of the 
Apriu quarrel. It was no longer the dilagreement of 
allies who over-valued their fervices, or neglefited 
their obligations : the French and Venetians for- 
got their complaints againfl Alexius, dropt a 
tear on the untimely fate of their companion, 
and fwore revenge againlt the perfidious nation 
who had crowned his afiafiin. Yet the prudent 
doge was Hill inclined to negociate ; he alked 
as a debt, a lubfidy, or a fine, fifty thoufand 
pounds of gold, about two millions Iterling ; 
nor would the conference have been abruptly 
broken, if the zeal or policy of Mourzoufle had 
not refuted to facrifice the Greek church to the 
fafety of the ftate 77 . Amidlt the invective of 
his foreign and domeftic enemies,' we may dil- 
cern, that he was not unworthy of the character 
which he had afiTumed, of the public champion : 
the fecond liege of Conllantinople was far more 
laborious than the firfl ; the treafury was reple- 
nilhed, and difeipline was reltored, by a fevere 
inquifition into the abttfes of -the former reign : 
and Mourzoufle, an iron mace in his hand, vifit- 
ing the polls, and affecting the port and alpect 
of a warrior, was an object of terror to his fol- 


This negociation, probable in irfelf, and attefled by Nicetas (p.365.), 
it smitted as fcandalous by the delicacy of Danuolo and Villchardouin. 

diers, 
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diers, at lead, and to his kinfmen. Before and c H A P. 
after the death of Alexius, the Greeks made two 1 

vigorous and well- conducted attempts to burn 
the navy in the harbour ; but the fkill and cou- 
rage of the Venetians repulfed the fire-fhips ; 
and the vagrant flames wafted themfelves with- 
out injury in the fea 73 . In a no6turnal fally the 
Greek Emperor was vanquifhed by Henry, 
brother of the Count of Flanders : the advan- 
tages of number and furprife aggravated the 
fliame of his defeat ; his buckler was found on 
the field of battle; and the Imperial ftandard 0 , 
a divine image of the Virgin, was prefented, as 
a trophy and a relic, to the Ciftercian monks, 
the difciples of St.Bernard. Near three months, 
without excepting the holy feafon of Lent, were 
confumed in fkirmifhes and preparations, before 
the Latins were ready or refolved for a general 
aflault. The land fortifications had been found 
impregnable ; and the Venetian pilots repre- 
fented, that, on the fhore of the Propontis, the 
anchorage was unfafe, and the fliips muft be 
driven by the current far away to the ftreights 
of the Hellefpont; a profpe6t not unpleafing to 
the reluctant pilgrims, who fought every oppor- 
tunity of breaking the army. From tlie har- 
bour, therefore, the aflault was determined by 

78 Baldwin mentions both attempts to fire the fleet (Geft. c. 9a. 
p. 534 > 5 35 *) ; Villehardouin (N° 113 — 115.) only defcribes the firft. 

It is remarkable, that neither of thefe warriors obferve any peculiar 
properties in the Greek fire. 

79 Ducange (N° 119.) pours forth a torrent of learning on the 
Gonfanon Imperial. This banner of the Virgin is fhewn at Venice 
as a trophy and relic : if it be genuine, the pious doge muft have 
cheated the monks of Citeaus* 


a C 


the 
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c h A p. the afliiilants, and expected by the belieged; and 
LX * , the Emperor had placed his fcarlet pavilions on 
a neighbouring height, to direct and animate 
the efforts of his troops. A fearlefs Ipe&ator, 
whofe mind could entertain the ideas of pomp 
and pleafure, might have admired the long array 
of two embattled armies, which extended above 
half a league, the one on the Ihips and gallies, 
the other on the walls and towers railed above 
the ordinary level by leveral ftages of wooden 
turrets. Their firlt fury was fpent in the dif- 
charge of darts, Hones, and fire, from the en- 
gines ; but the water was deep j the French 
were bold ; the Venetians were Ikilful ; they ap- 
proached the walls ; and a defperate conflict of 
iwords, fpears, and battle-axes, w T as fought on 
the trembling bridges that grappled the floating, 
to the liable, batteries. In more than an hun- 
dred places, the aflault was urged, and the de- 
fence was liiflained; till the fuperiority of ground 
and numbers finally prevailed, and the Latin 
trumpets founded a retreat. On the enfuing 
days, the attack was renewed with equal vigour, 
and a fimilar event ; and in the night, the doge 
and the barons held a council, apprehenlive only 
for the public danger: not a voice pronounced 
the words of el’cape or treaty ; and each warrior, 
according to his temper, embraced the hope of 
victory, or the aflurance of a glorious death 80 . 
13 y the experience of the former liege, the 

Greeks 

Villehardouin (N 126.) confefles, that mult ere grant peril ; and 
Cluntherus (Hift. C. P. c. 13.) affirms, that nulla lpes vi<5tori;c arridere 

poterat# 
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Greeks were inftru&ed, but the Latins were chap. 
animated; and the knowledge that Conftanti- , L ^* . 
nople might be taken, was of more avail than 
the local precautions which that knowledge had 
infpired for its defence. In the third aflault, 
two fliips were linked together to double their 
Hrength ; a llrong north wind drove them on 
the ihore; the bilhops of Troyes and Soifl’ons led 
the van ; and the aufpicious names of the pil- 
grim and the paradije relounded along the 
line The epifcopal banners were dilplayed 
on the walls ; an hundred marks of filver had 
been promiled to the fii ft adventurers ; and if 
their reward was intercepted by death, their 
names have been im mortal ifed by fame. Four 
towers werefcaled; three gates were burll open ; 
and the French knights, who might tremble on 
the waves, felt themfelves invincible on horfe- 
back on the folid ground. . Shall I relate that 
the thoufands who guarded the Emperor’s per- 
fon, fled on the approach and before the lance 
of a Angle warrior? Their ignominious flight 
is attefted by their countryman Nicetas : an 
army of phantoms marched with the French 
hero, and he was magnified to a giant in 
the eyes of the Greeks SI . While the fugitives 

deferted 


poterat. Yet the knight defpifes thofe who thought of flight, and the 
monk praifes his countrymen who were refolved on death. 

81 Baldwin, and all the writers, honour the names of thefe two gal- 
lies, felici aufpicio. 

61 With an allufion to Horner, Nicetas calls him 00 yvux,c 9 nine 

•rgyse, or eighteen yards high, a ftature which would indeed haw 

Q 3 excufed 
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chap, deferted their pods and cad away their arms 1 , 
LX - the Latins entered the city under the banners 
1 * of their leaders : the dreets and gates opened 

for their paffage ; and either defign or accident 
kindled a third conflagration, which confumed 
in a few hours the meafure of three of the 
larged cities of France 8i . In the clofe of the 
evening, the barons checked their troops, and 
fortified their ftations ; they were awed by the 
extent and populoufnefs of the capital, which 
might yet require the labour of a month, if the 
churches and palaces were confcious of their 
internal drcugth. But in the morning, a fup- 
pliant procefiion, with erodes and images, an- 
nounced the fubmiflion of the Greeks, and 
deprecated the wrath of the conquerors ; the 
ufurper c leaped through the golden gate ; the 
palaces of Blachernaj and Boucoleon were occu- 
pied by the Count of Flanders and the Mar- 
quis of Montferrat ; and the empire, which dill 
bore the name of Condantine, and the title of 
Homan, was liibverted by the arms of the Latin 
pilgrims 6 

Con- 


excufed the terror of the Greek. On this occafion, the hiflorian feems 
fonder of the marvellous, than of his country, or perhaps of truth. 
Baldwin exclaims in the words of the pfalmift, per fequitur unus ex 
nobis centum alienos. 

hi Villehardouin (N 130.) is again ignorant of the authors of this 
more legitimate fire, which is aferibed by Gunther to a quidam comes 
Teutonicus (c. 14.). They feem afhamed, the incendiaries l 

N For the fecond fiege and coriqueft of Conftantinople, fee Villehar- 
douin (N° 1 13 — 132.), Baldwin's iid Epifile to Innocent III. (Gefta, 
c. 92. p-534— S 3 7 *)> with the whole reign of Mourzoufle, in Nicetas 
(p. 363 — 375); and borrow fome hints from Dandoio (Chron. Venet* 
P« 3*7— 330.) and Gunther (lift* C.P. c. 14— 18.) who add the 

decorations 
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Conftantinople had been taken by ftorm ; c II A p. 
and no reflraints, except thofe of religion and , Lx * , 
humanity, were impofed on the conquerors by Pillage of 
the laws of war. Boniface Marquis of Mont- 
ferrat, ltill afted as their general ; and the Greeks, nop '* 
who revered his name as that of their future fo- 
vereign, were heard to exclaim in a lamentable 
tone, “ Holy Marquis-king, have mercy upon 
us!” His prudence or compaflion opened the 
gates of the city to the fugitives ; and he ex- 
horted the foldiers of the crols to Ipare the livqp 
of their fellow-Chriftians. The ftreams of blood 
that flow down the pages of Nicetas, may be 
reduced to the daughter of two thoufand of 
his unrelifting countrymen “ 5 ; and the greater 
part was maflacred, not by the ftrangers, but 
by the Latins, who had been driven from the 
city, and who exercifed the revenge of a tri- 
umphant fa6tion. Yet of thele exiles, fome 
were lei's mindful of injuries than of benefits ; 
and Nicetas liitnlelf was indebted for his fafety 
to the generality of a Venetian merchant. Pope 
Innocent the Third accufes the pilgrims of re- 
fpe6ting, in their lull, neither age nor lex, nor 
religious profeflion ; and bitterly laments that 
the deeds of darknefs, fornication, adultery, 
and inceft, were perpetrated in open day ; and 

decorations of prophecy and vifion. The former produces an oracle of 
the Erythraean fybil, of a great armament on the Adriatic, under a 
blind cliieii againft Byzantium, &c. Curious enough, were the pre- 
diction anterior to the hut. 

85 Ceciderunt tamen ea die civium quail duo miliia, &c. (Gunther, 
c. 1 8.) Arithmetic is an excellent touchftone to try the amplifications 
of pailion and rhetoric, 

4 


that 
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CHAP- that noble matrons and holy nuns were polluted 

, f by the grooms and peafants of the Catholic 
camp se . It is indeed probable that the licence 
of victory prompted and covered a multitude of 
fins : but it is certain, that the capital of the 
Eaft contained a flock of venal or willing beauty, 
fufficient to fatiate the defires of twenty thoufand 
pilgrims ; and female prifoners were no longer 
lubjefil to the right or abide of domeflic flavery. 
The Marquis of Montferrat was the patron of 
difcipline and decency ; the Count of Flan- 
ders was the mirror of chaftity : they had for- 
bidden, under pain of death, the rape of married 
women, or virgins, or nuns; and the procla- 
mation was fometimes invoked by the van- 
quifhed and refpe&ed by the victors. Their 
cruelty and lull were moderated by the authority 
of the chiefs and feelings of the foldiers ; for 
we are no longer deferibing an irruption of the 
northern lavages; and however ferocious they 
might flill appear, time, policy, and religion, 
had civilized the manners of the French, and 
flill more of the Italians. But a free fcope was 
allowed to their avarice, which was glutted, even 
in the holy week, by the pillage of Conflanti- 


M Quidam (fays Innocent III., Gefta, c. 94, p. 538.) nec religion!, 
nec aetatl, nec fexui pepercerunt : fed fornicationes, adulteria, et in- 
eeftus in occulis omnium exercentes, non folum maritatas et viduas* 
fed et matronas et virgines Deoque dicatas, expofuerunt fpurcitiis gar- 
ciomim. Villehardouin takes no notice of thefe common incidents. 

* 7 Nicetas faved, and afterwards married* a noble virgin (p. 380.)* 
whom a foldier, itti fj.ocgivcrt woAXofj ovyiSqv tTr^cofxcuixtvo^ had almoft 
violated in fpite of the wtoAcu, tnaXixctTU tv ytyomm. 

nopie. 
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iiople. The right of victory, unlhackled by any c h a p. 
promife or treaty, had confifcated the public and , L ^' f . 
private wealth of the Greeks; and every hand, 
according to its fize and ftrength, might lawfully 
execute the fentence and feize the forfeiture. A 
portable and univerfal ftandard of exchange was 
found in the coined and uncoined metals of gold 
and filver, which each captor at home or abroad 
might convert into the poffeffions raoft fuitable 
to his temper and fituation. Of the treafures, 
which trade and luxury had accumulated, the 
filks, velvets, furs, the gems, fpices, and rich 
moveables, were the molt precious, as they could 
not be procured for money in the ruder countries 
of Europe. An order of rapine was inftituted ; Divifion of 
nor was the fhare of each individual abandoned the fpo ' 1 ’ 
to indultry or chance. Under the tremendous 
penaltiesof perjury, excommunication and death, 
the Latins were bound to deliver their plunder 
into the common ltock; three churches were 
feleeted for the depolit and diltribution of 
the fpoil: a lingle fhare was allotted to a foot 
foldier; two for a lerjeant on horfeback; four to 
a knight; and larger proportions according to 
the rank and merit of the barons and princes. 

Por violating this facred engagement, a knight 
belonging to the Count of St. Paul was hanged 
with his fhield and coat of arms round his neck ; 
his example might render fimilar offenders more 
artful and difcreet; but avarice was more power- 
ful than fear ; and it is generally believed, that 
the fecret far exceeded the acknowledged plun- 
der. Yet the magnitude of the prize furpafied 

the 
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C H A P. the largefl fcale of experience or expectation”. 

, L ^‘ , After the whole had been equally divided be- 
tween the French and Venetians, fifty thoufand 
marks were deducted to fatisfy the debts of the 
former and the demands of the latter. The 
refidue of the French amounted to four hundred 
thoufand marks of filver % about eight hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling; nor can I better ap- 
preciate the value of that fum in the public and 
private tranfactions of the age, than by defining 
it at feven times the annual revenue of the king- 
dom of England 9 °. 

Mifery of In this great revolution we enjoy the lingular 
theGreeks. f e ]j c ity 0 f comparing the narratives of Villehar- 
douin and Nicetas, the oppofite feelings of the 
marfhal of Champagne and the Byzantine fena- 
tor ”. At the firfl view it would feem that the 


m Of the general mafs of wealth, Gunther obferves, ut de pauperi- 
bus et advenis cives ditiilimi reclderentur (Hill. C. P. c. 18.) Villehar- 
douin (N 13a.), that fince the creation, ne fu tant gaaignic dans une 
vill ; Baldwin (Gefta, c. 92.), ut tantum tota non videatur poflidere 
Latinitas. 

f - 9 Villehardouin, N 133 — 135. Inftead of 400,000, there is a 
various reading of 500,000. The Venetians had offered to take the 
whole booty, and to give 400 marks to each knight, 200 to each prieft 
and horfeman, and 100 to each foot foldier; they would have been 
great lofers (La Beau, Hift. du Bas-Empire, tom. xx. p. 506. I know 
pot from whence). 

°' J At the council of Lyons (A. D. 134 $)* the Englifh ambaffadors 
Hated the revenue of the crown as below that of the foreign clergy, 
which amounted to 60,000 marks a year (Matthew Paris, p.451. 
Hume’s Hiltory of England, vol. ii. p. 170.). 

91 The diforders of the fack of Conflantinople, and his own adven- 
tures, are feelingly deferibed by Nicetas, p. 367 — 369. and in the 
Status Urb. C. P. p. 37 5 — 384. His complaints even of facrilege are 
juftified by Innocent III. (Gefta, c. 92.); but Villehardouin does not 
betray a fymptom of pity or remorfe. 


wealth. 
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. wealth of Conftantinople was only transferred chap. 
from one nation to another j and that the lofs L X - 
and forrow of the Greeks is exactly balanced by 
the joy and advantage of the Latins. But in the 
miferable account of war, the gain is never equi- 
valent to the lofs, the pleafure to the pain : the 
frniles of the Latins were tranfient and fallacious; 
the Greeks for ever wept over the ruins of their 
country ; and their real calamities w r ere aggra- 
vated by facrilege arid mockery. What benefits 
accrued to the conquerors from the three fires 
which annihilated fo vaft a portion of the build- 
ings and riches of the city ? What a flock of 
fuch things, as could neither be uled nor tranf- 
ported, was malicioufly or wantonly deftroyed ! 

How much treafure was idly wafted in gaming, 
debauchery, and riot ! And what precious ob- 
jects were bartered for a vile price by the impa- 
tience or ignorance of the l’oldiers, whole reward 
was ftolen by the bafe induftry of the lafl of the 
Greeks ? Thefe alone, who had nothing to lofe, 
might derive fome profit from the revolution ; 
but the mifery of the upper ranks of fociety is 
ftrongly painted in the perfonal adventures of 
Nicetas himfelf. His ftately palace had been 
reduced to alhcs in the fecond conflagration; 
and the fenator, with his family and friends, 
found an obfcure fhelter in another houfe which 
he pofTeffed near the church of St. Sophia. It 
was the door of this mean habitation that his 
friend the Venetian merchant guarded in the dif- 
guife of a foldier, till Nicetas could fave, by a 
precipitate flight, the relics of his fortune and 

the 
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c II A p. the chaftity of his daughter. In a cold wintry 
. LX ‘ . ieaion, thefe fugitives, nurfed in the lap of prof* 
perity, departed on foot; his wife was with child; 
the defertion of their Haves compelled them to 
carry their baggage on their own fhoulders ; and 
their w'ornen, whom they placed in the centre, 
were exhorted to conceal their beauty with dirt, 
inftead of adorning it with paint and jewels. Every 
ftep was expofed to infult and danger : the threats 
of the ltrangers were lefs painful than the taunts 
of the plebeians, with whom they were now le- 
velled ; nor did the exiles breathe in lafety till 
their mournful pilgrimage was concluded at Se- 
lymbria above forty miles from the capital. On 
the way they overtook the patriarch without at- 
tendance and almoll without apparel, riding on an 
afs, and reduced to a Hate of apoltolical poverty, 
which, had it been voluntary, might perhaps 
have been meritorious. In the mean while, his 
defolate churches were profaned by the licen- 
Samfege tioufnefs and party-zeal of the Latins. After 
and {tripping the gems and pearls, they converted 

mockciy, c balices into drinking-cups ; their tables, on 
which they gamed and feafted, were covered 
with the pi6tures of Chrift and the faints ; and 
they trampled under foot the molt venerable ob- 
jects of the Chriftian worfliip. In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia, the ample veil of the liunStuary 
was rent afunder for the fake of the golden 
fringe ; and the altar, a monument of art and 
riches, was broken in pieces and fliared among 
the captors. Their mules and horfes were laden 
with the wrought fllver and gilt carvings, which 
" they 
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they tore down from the doors and pulpit ; and < 
if the beads {tumbled under the burthen, they 
were dabbed by their impatient drivers, and the 
holy pavement dreamed with their impure blood. 
A proditute was feated on the throne of the pa- 
triarch ; and that daughter of Belial, as fhe is 
dyied, fung and danced in the church, to ridi- 
cule the hymns and procedions of the Orientals. 
Nor were the repofitories of the royal dead fecure 
from violation : in the church of the Apodles, 
the tombs of the Emperors were rifled \ and it is 
laid, that after fix centuries the corpfe of Judi- 
nian was found without any figns of decay or 
putrefa6tion. In the dreets, the French and 
Flemings clothed themfelves and their horfes in 
painted robes and flowing head-drefles of linen *, 
and the coarfe intemperance of their feafts 92 in- 
fulted the fplendid fobriety of the Ead. To ex- 
pole the arms of a people of fcribes and fcholars, 
they affected to difplay a pen, an inkhorn, and a 
(heet of paper, without difcerning that the indru- 
ments of fcience and valour were alike feeble 
and ufelefs in the hands of the modern Greeks. 

Their reputation and their language encou- 
raged them, however, to defpife the ignorance, 
and to overlook the progrefs, of the Latins 93 . In 

If I rightly apprehend the Greek of Nicetas’s receipts, their fa* 
vourite diihes were boiled buttocks of beef, fait pork and peafe, and 
ioup made of garlic and {harp or four herbs (p. 383.). 

9i Nicetas ufes very harfh expreflions, 7 roc,p 

TsXr.oy ay aX$a/3r,vo4$ (Fragment, apud Fabric. Bibliot. Grsec. tom. vi. 
p. 4x4.). This reproach, it is true, applies moft Jftrongly to their ig- 
norance of Greek and of Homer. In their own language, the Latins of 
the xiith and xilith centuries were not deflitute of literature. See 
Harris’s Philological Inquiries* p.iii. c. 9, 10, ri. 
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chap, the love of the arts, the national difference was 

. LX ‘ . ftill more obvious and real ; the Greeks prc- 
ferved with reverence the works of their ances- 
tors, which they could not imitate ; add in the 
defti'uCtion of the ftatues of Constantinople, we 
are provoked to join in the complaints and invec- 
tives of the Byzantine historian 54 . We have feen 
how the riSing city was adorned by the vanity and 
deSpotifm of the Imperial founder ; in the ruins 
of paganifm, fome gods and heroes were Saved 
from the axe of fuperftition ; and the forum and 
hippodrome were dignified with the relics of a 
better age. Several of thefe are defcribcd by 
Nicetas 95 , in a florid and affected Style; and, from 
his defcx'iptions,I Shall feleCl Some interesting par- 
ticulars. i. The victorious charioteers were call 
in bronze, at their own, or the public, charge, 
and fitly placed in the hippodrome : they Stood 
aloft in their chariots, wheeling round the goal ; 
the Spectators could admire their attitude, and 
judge of the refemblance ; and of theSe figures, 
the mofl perfect might have been transported 
from the Olympic Stadium. 2. The Sphyux, 


94 Nicetas was of Chonse in Phrygia (the old Coloffte of St. Paul): 
he raifed himfelf to the honours of fenator, judge of the veil, and great 
logothete ; beheld the fall of the empire, retired to Nice, and com- 
pofed an elaborate hiftory from the death of Alexius Coxnncnns to the 
reign of Henry. 

95 A manufeript of Nicetas in the Bodleian library, contains this 
curious fragment on the ftatues of Conftantinople, which fraud, of 
lhame, or rather careleflhefs, has dropt in the common editions, ft 
is publilhed by Fabricius (Bibliot. Graec. tom. vi. p.405 — 416.), and 
immoderately praifed by the late ingenious Mr. Harris of Salisbury 
(Philological Inquiries, p iii. c. 5. p. 301— 31a*)* 
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river-horle, and crocodile, denote the climate chap. 
' and manufacture of Egypt, and the fpoils of that . , 

ancient province. 3. The fhe-wolf fuckling Ro- 
mulus and Remus ; a fubjeCt alike pleafing to 
the old and the new Romans ; but which could 
rarely be treated before the decline of the Greek 
fculpture. 4. An eagle holding and tearing a 
ferpent in his talons ; a domeltic monument of 
the Byzantines, which they afcribed, not to a 
human artift, but to the magic power of the 
philofopher Apollonius, who, by his talifman, 
delivered the city from fuch venomous reptiles. 

5. An afs, and his driver : which were ereCted 
by Auguftus in his colony of Nicopolis, to 
commemorate a verbal omen of the victory 
of ACtium. 6. An equeftrian ftatue ; which 
parted, in the vulgar opinion, for Jofhua, the 
Jewifh conqueror, ftretching out his hand to flop 
the courfe of the defcending fun. A more claf- 
fical tradition recognifed the figures of Bellero- 
phon and Pegafus ; and the free attitude of the 
Heed feemed to mark that he trod on air, rather 
than on the earth. 7. A fquare and lofty obe- 
lilk of brafs ; the fides were embofled with a 
variety of pi&urefque and rural fcenes : birds 
finging ; ruftics labouring, or playing on their 
pipes; llieep bleating ; lambs lkipping; the fea, 
and a feene of filh and fifhing ; little naked cu- 
pids laughing, playing, and pelting each other 
with apples; and, on the fummif, a female fi- 
gure turning with the flighted breath, and thence 
denominated the winds attendant. 8. The Phry- 
gian fhepherd prefenting to Venus the prize of 

beauty, 
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CHAP, beauty, the apple of difcord. 9. The incom- 
. LX ' . parable llatue of Helen ; which is delineated by ’ 
Nicetas in the words of admiration and love : 
her well turned feet, fnowy arms, roly lips, 
bewitching fmiles, fwimming eyes, arched eye- 
brows, the harmony of her lhape, tlie lightnefs 
of her drapery, and her flowing locks that waved 
in the wind : a beauty that might have moved 
her Barbarian dellroyers to pity and remorle. 
10, The manly or divine form of Hercules 9 % 
as he was reltored to life by the malter-hand 
of Lyfippus ; of fuch magnitude, that his thumb 
was equal to the waift, his leg to the ltature, 
of a common man 97 ; his chclt ample, his 
Ihoulders broad, his limbs ftrong and mufcular, 
his hair curled, his afpe6t commanding. With- 
out his bow, or quiver, or club, his lion’s lkin 
carelefsly thrown over him, he was feated on an 
ofier balket, his right leg and arm ftretched to 
the utmoft, his left knee bent, and fupporting 
his elbow, his head reclining^on his left hand, 
his countenance indignant and penlive. 11. A 
colofial llatue of Juno, which had once adorned 
her temple of Samos ; the enormous head by 
four yoke of oxen was laborioully drawn to 
the palace. 12. Another colofius, of Palla3 
or Minerva, thirty feet in height, and reprefent- 

96 To illuftrate the ftatue of Hercules, Mr. Harris quotes a Greek 
epigram, and engraves a beautiful gem, which does not however copy 
the attitude of the ftatue : In the latter, Hercules had not 4us club> 
and his right leg and arm were extended. 

97 I tranfcribe thefe proportions, which appear to me inconfiftenfc 
with each other ; and may poflibly fhew, that the boafted tafte of 
Nicetas wa.3 no more than afFe&ation and vanity. 
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ing with admirable fpirit the attributes and cha- c 
raster of the martial maid. Before we accule u 
the Latins, it is juft to remark, that this Pallas 
was deftroyed after the firft liege, by the fear 
and fuperftition of the Greeks themfelves yB . 
The other ftatues of brafs which I have enume- 
rated, were broken and melted by the unfeeling 
avarice of the crufaders : the coft and labour 
were confumed in a moment; the foul of genius 
evaporated in 1‘moke ; and the remnant of bale 
metal was coined into money for the payment 
of the troops. Bronze is not the molt durable 
of monuments: from the marble forms of Phi- 
dias and Praxiteles, the Latins might turn alide 
with ft upid contempt 99 ; but unlefs they were 
crulhed by fome accidental injury, thole ufelefs 
ftones flood fecure on their pedeftals ,0 °. The 
moll enlightened of the ftrangers, above the 
grofs and fenfual purfuits of their countrymen, 
more pioufly exercifed the right of conqueft 
in the fearch and feizure of the relics of the 
faints ,01 . Immenfe was the fupply of heads and 

Nicetas in Ifaaco Angelo et Alexio, c. 3. p. 359. The Latin edi- 
tor very properly obferves, that, the hiftorian, in his bopibail ityle, 
produces ex pulice elephantem. 

99 In two paflages of Nicetas (edit. Paris, p. 360. Fabric, p. 408.), 
the Latins are branded with the lively reproach of U th kqcXu ousgxrot 
and their avarice of brai's is clearly exprefied. Yet the Ve- 
netians had the merit of removing four bronze horfes from Conftanti- 
nople to the place of St. Mark (Sanuto, Vite del Dogi, in Muratori, 
Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. xxii. p. 534.). 

*° Winckelman, Hilt de l’Art, tom, iii. p. *69, %ro. 

101 See the pious robbery of the abbot Martin, who transferred a 
rich cargo to his monaftery of Paris, diocele of lialil (Gunther, Hurt. 

C. P. c. 19. 23, 24.). Yet in l'ecreting this booty, the faint incurred 
an excommunication, and perhaps broke his oath. 


I I A P. 
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c H A P. bones, croffes and images, that were lcattered, 

, LXj . by this revolution over the churches of Europe; 

and fuch was the increale of pilgrimage and ob- 
lation, that no branch, perhaps, of more lucra- 
tive plunder was imported from the Eaft IO *. 
Of the writings of antiquity, many that Hill ex- 
ifted in the twelfth century are now loft. But 
the pilgrims were not iolicitous to fave ortranf- 
port the volumes of an unknown tongue : the 
periftiable fubftance of paper or parchment can 
only be preferved by the multiplicity of copies ; 
the literature'of the Greeks had almoft centered 
in the metropolis ; and, without computing the 
extent of our lofs, we may drop a tear over the 
libraries that have periflied in the triple fire of 
Conftantinople ,0:! . 


. ,r “ Fleury, Hill. Ecclef. tom, xvi. p. 139 — 145. 

101 I fhall conclude this chapter with the notice of a modern hiftory, 
•which illuftrates the taking of Conftantinople by the Latins ; but. which 
has fallen fomewhat late into my hands, Paolo Ramufio, the Ion of 
the compiler of voyages, was directed by the fenate of Venice to write 
the hiftory of the conqueft ; and this order, which he received in his 
youth, he executed in a mature age, by an elegant Latin work, de 
Bello Conftantinopolitano et Impcratoribus Comncnis per Gallos et Ve- 
netos reftitutis (Venet. 1635, in folio). Ramufio, or Rhamnufus, 
tianfcribes and tranftates fequitur ad unguem, a MS. of Villehardouin, 
which he pofiefled $ hut he enriches his narrative w ith Greek and; 
Latin materials, and w r e are indebted to him for a correct ftate of the 
fleet, the names of the fifty Venetian nobles who commanded the 
gallies of the republic, and the patriot oppofition of Pantaleon Barbus, 
to the choice ©f the doge for emperor. 
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Partition of the Empire by the French and Ve~ 

' netians. — Five Latin Emperors of the Iloufes 
Of' Flanders and Courtenay . — Their Wars 
againjl the Bulgarians and Greeks. — Weak- 
ness and Poverty of’ the Latin Empire. — Re- 
covery of Conflanlinople by the Greeks. — • 

' General Confequences of the Crufades. 

^FTER the death of the lawful princes, the-c iia p. 

French and Venetians, confident of jufliee ^ LX1 ‘ 
and vi6lory, agreed to divide and regulate their Ek-aion of 
future pofleflions It was flipulated by treaty, tllc 
that twelve electors, lix of either nation, fhould 
be nominated ; that a majority fhould choofe the 
Emperor of the Fall ; and that, if the votes were M a *y 9— 
equal, the decifion of chanee fhould afeertain 16. 
the fuccefsful candidate. To him, with all the 
titles and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne, 
they affigned the two palaces of Boucoleon and* 
Blachernae, with a fourth part of the G reek- 
monarchy. It was defined that the three re-s 
maining portions fhould be equally fliared be-' 
tween the republic of Venice and the barons of 
France; that each feudatory, with an honour- 
able exception for the doge, fhould acknowledge- 
and perform the duties of homage and military- 


. 1 See the original treaty of partition, in the Venetian Chronicle of 
Andrew Dandolo, p. 316 — 330. and the fubfequent ele&ion in Ville- 
hardouin, ^136 — 140, with i'ucange in his Ohfervationd, and the* 
ifi book of his Hiftoire de Couftantinople fous FJEmpire des Francois. 1 

r. 2 fervice 
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chap, fervice to the fupreme head of the empire ; that 

. > LX1, the nation which gave an Emperor, fhould re- 
fign to their brethren the choice of a patriarch ; 
and that the pilgrims, whatever might be their 
impatience to vifit the Holy Land, fhould devote 
another year to the conqueft and defence of the 
Greek provinces. After the conqueft of Con- 
ftantinople by the Latins, the treaty was con- 
firmed and executed $ and the firft and molt 
important ftep was the creation of an Emperor. 
The fix ele6tors of the French nation were all 
ecdefiaftics, the Abbot of Loces,the Archbifhop 
ele6t of Acre in Paleftine, and the Bifhops of 
Troyes, Soifions, Halberftadt, and Bethlehem, 
the laft of whom exercifed in the camp the office 
of pope’s legate : their profeffion and knowledge 
were refpe&able ; and as they could not be the 
objects, they were belt qualified to be the au- 
thors, of the choice. The fix Venetians were 
the principal fervants of the ftate, and in this 
lift the noble families of Querini and Contarini 
are ftill proud to difcover their anceftors. The 
twelve affembled in the chapel of the palace ; 
and after the folemn invocation of the Holy 
Ghoft, they proceeded to deliberate and vote. A 
juft impulfe of refpe6t and gratitude prompted 
them to crown the virtues of the doge : his 
wifdom had infpired their enterprife; and the 
moft youthful knights might envy and applaud 
the exploits of blindnefs and age. But the patriot 
Dandolo was devoid of all perfonal ambition, and 
fully fatisfied that he had been judged worthy to 
xeign. His nomination was over-ruled by the 

Venetians 
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Venetians themlelves ; his countrymen, and per- CHAP, 
haps his friends*, reprefented, with the eloquence . j 
of truth, the mifchiefs that migh’t arife to na- 
tional freedom and the common caufe, from the 
union of two incompatible characters, of the firft 
magiftrate of a republic and the Emperor of the 
Ealt. The exclulion of the doge left room for 
the more equal merits of Boniface and Baldwin 
and at their names all meaner candidates relpeCt- 
fully withdrew. The Marquis of Montfei’rat was 
recommended by his mature age and fair repu- 
tation, by the choice of the adventurers, and the 
willies of the Greeks ; nor can 1 believe that 
Venice, the miltrels of the fea, could be ferioufly 
apprehenfive of a petty lord at the foot of the 
Alps But the Count of Flanders was the chief 
of a wealthy and warlike people ; he was valiant, 
pious, and chalte ; in the prime of life, lince he 
was only thirty-two years of age ; a defcendant 
of Charlemagne, a coulin of the King of France, 
and a compeer of the prelates and barons who 
had yielded with reluCtance to the command of a 
foreigner. Without the chapel, thefe barons, 
with the doge and marquis at their head, ex- 
pected the decilion of the twelve electors. It was 

2 After mentioning the nomination of the doge by a French eledlor, 
his kinfman Andrew Dandolo approves his exclufion, quidem Vene- 
torum fidelis et nobilis fenex, ufus oratione fatis probabili, &c. which 
has been embroidered by modem writers from Blondus to Le Beau. 

■* Nicetas (p.384.), with the vain ignorance of a Greek, defcribes the 
Marquis of Montferrat as a maritime power. Aoc/xrap&av o*xe*otScu 
T rapaXiov. Was he deceived by the Byzantine theme of Lombardy* 
which extended along the coaft of Calabria* 
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P. announced by the Bifhop of Soiffons, in the name 

^ of his colleagues ; “ Ye have fworn to obey the 
“ prince whom we fhould choofe : hv our unani- 
“ mous fuffrage, Baldwin Count of Flanders and 
“ Ilainault is now your fove reign, and the Em. 
“ peror of the Eaft.” He was faluted with loud 
applaufe, and the proclamation was re-echoed 
through the city by the joy of the Latins and the 
trembling adulation of the Greeks. Boniface 
was the firfl to kits the hand of his rival, and to 
raife him on the buckler ; and Baldwin was trans- 
ported to the cathedral, and folemnly invefled 
with the purple bulk ins. At the end of three 
weeks he was crowned by the legate, in the va- 
cancy of a patriarch j but the Venetian clergy 
loon filled the chapter of St. Sophia, leated Tho- 
mas Morolini on the ecclefiaftical throne, and 
employed every art to perpetuate in their own 
nation the honours and benefices of the Greek 
church 4 . Without delay the fucceflor of C011- 
flantine inftru£led Paleftine, France, and Home, 
of this memorable revolution. To Paleftine lie 
fent, as a trophy, the gates of Conftantinople, 
and the chain of the harbour s ; and adopted, 
from the Aflife of Jerufalem, the laws or cufloms 
heft adapted to a French colony and eonqueft in 
the Eaft. In his epiftles, the natives of France 

4 They cx^Sled an oath from Thomas Morofini to appoint no canons 
of St. Sophia, the lawful ele&ors, except Venetians who had lived ten 
years at Venice, & c. But the foreign clergy was envious, the pope 
disapproved this national monopoly, and of the fix Latin patriarchs of 
Conitantinople, only the firft and the laft were Venetians. 

* s Nicetas, jv 383. 
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Ta*e encouraged to fwcll that colony, and to fecure c h a P. 
•that conqueft, to people a magnificent city and a , LXL , 
-fertile land, which will reward -the labours both 
of the pried and the foldier. He congratulates 
the Roman pontiff* on the reftoration of his au- 
thority in the Eaft ; invites him to extinguilh the 
Greek fchifm by bis pretence in a general coun- 
cil ; and implores his blefling and forgivenefs for 
the difobedient pilgrims. Prudence and dignity 
are blended in the anfwer of Innocent 6 . In the 
fubverlion of the Byzantine empire, he arraigns 
the vices of man, and adores the providence of 
God : the conquerors will be abfolved or con- 
demned by their future conduct ; the validity of 
their treaty depends on the judgment of St. Peter j 
but he inculcates their molt facrcd duty of efta- 
blilhing a juft l'ubordination of obedience and 
tribute, from the Greeks to the Latins, from the 
magillrate to the clergy, and from the clergy to 
the pope. 

In the divifion of the Greek provinces % the Divifion of 
fliare of the Venetians was more amide than that the C ' rcck 

1 t empire. 

of the Latin Emperor. No more than one fourth 
was appropriated to his domain ; a clear moiety 
of the remainder was refer ved for Venice ; and 


6 The Epiftles of Innocent III. are a rich fund for the ecclefiailicai 
and civil inftitution of the Latin empire of Conflantinople ; and the 
moll important of thefe epiftles (of which the .‘olleclion in z vo is. in 
folio, is publilhed by Stephen Baluze) are inferted in his Ceil a, in 
Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. iii. p. i. c. 94 — 105. 

7 In the treaty of partition, moll of the names are corrupted by the 
feribes : they might be reftored, and a good map Hiked to the lafl age 
of the Byzantine empire, would be an improvement of geography, 
But, ala« ! D’Anville is no more l 

n 4 tlm 
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C n A P. the other moiety was diftributed among the ad- 

t venturers of France and Lombardy. The vene- 

rable Dandolo was proclaimed defpot of Roma- 
nia, and invefted after the Greek faflnon.with 
the purple bulkins. He ended at Condantinople 
his long and glorious life ; and if the prerogative 
was perfonal, the title was ufed by bis luccelfors 
till the middle of the fourteenth century, w r ith 
the lingular though true addition of lords of one 
fourth and a half of the Roman empire \ The 
doge, a Have of (late, was feldom permitted to 
depart from the helm of the republic ; but his 
place was fupplied by the bail, or regent, who ex- 
ercifed a fupreme jurifdidtion over the colony 
of Venetians ; they polfelfed three of the eight 
quarters of the city ; and his independent tri- 
bunal was compofed of fix judges, four counfel- 
lors, two chamberlains, two fifeal advocates, and 
a con liable. Their long experience of the Ealtern 
trade enabled them to feledl their portion with 
difeernment : they had raflily accepted the do- 
minion and defence of Adrianople ; but it was 
the more reafonable aim of their policy to form 
a chain of fa6tories, and cities, and iflands, 
along the maritime coalt, from the neighbour- 
hood of Ragula to the Hellefpont and the Bof- 
phorus. The labour and colt of Inch extenlive 
conquefts exhaufted their treafury ; they aban- 


* Their ftyle was domlnus quartae partis et dimidiae imperii Romani, 
till Giovanni Dolfino, who was elected doge in the year 1356 (Sanuto, 
p. 330 641.)* F° r the government of Conftantinople, fee Ducange, 
Hiftoire de C.P* i. 37. 


doned 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


349 

doned their maxims of government, adopted a CHAP, 
feudal lyllem, and contented themfelves with the . . 

homage of their nobles 0 , for the pofi'effions which 
thefe private vaffals undertook to reduce and 
maintain. And thus it was, that the family of 
Sanut acquired the duchy of Naxos, which in- 
volved the greatefl part of the Archipelago. For 
the price of ten thouland marks, the republic 
purchaled of the Marquis of Montferrat the fer- 
tile ifland of Crete or Candia with the ruins of 
an hundred cities ,Q ; but its improvement was 
Hinted by the proud and narrow Ipirit of an arif. 
tocracy and the wiled fenators would confels 
that the lea, not the land, was the treafury of 
St. Mark. In the moiety of the adventurers, the 
Marquis Boniface might claim the molt liberal 
reward ; and, belides the ifle of Crete, his ex- 
clulion from the throne was compenfated by the 
royal title and the provinces beyond the Helles- 
pont. But he prudently exchanged that diftant 
and difficult conquelt for the kingdom of Thella- 
lonica or Macedonia, twelve days journey from 
the capital, where he might be fupported by the 

9 Ducange (Hill, de C. P. ii. 6.) has marked the conquers made by 
the Hate or nobles of Venice of the illands of Candia, Corfu, Cephalonia, 

Xante, Naxos, Paros, Melos, Andros, Mycone, Scyro, Cea, and 
Lemnos. 

40 Boniface fold the ifle of Candia, Auguft 12* A. D. 1204. See the 
a£l in Sanuto, p. 533. : but I cannot underftand how it could be his , 
mothers portion, or how lhe could be the daughter of anEmperor Alexius. 

11 In the year 121a, the doge Peter Zani fent a colony to Candia, 
drawn from every quarter of Venice. But in their favage manners and 
Jfrequent rebellions, the Candiots may be compared to the Corficans 
Under the yoke of Genoa: and when I compare the accounts of Belon 
and Tournefort, I cannot difcem much difference between the Vene- 
tian and the Turkifh ifland. 

neigh- 
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CHAP, neighbouring powers of his brother-in-law the 

■ _ King of Hungary. His progrefs was hailed by 

the voluntary or reluctant acclamations of the 
natives; and Greece, the proper and ancient 
Greece, again received a Latin conqueror", who 
trod with indifference that clafiic ground. He 
viewed with a carelefs eye the beauties of the 
valley of Tempe ; travelled with a cautious ftep 
the Rr eights of Thermopylae ; occupied the un- 
known cities of Thebes, Athens, and Argos ; 
and affaulted the fortifications of Corinth and 
Napoli' 3 , which refilled his arms. The lots of 
the Latin pilgrims were regulated by chance, 
or choice, or fubfequent exchange; and they 
abufed, with intemperate joy, the triumph over 
the lives and fortunes of a great people. After a 
minute furvey of the provinces, they weighed in 
the feales of avarice the revenue of each diftrict, 
the advantage of the fituation, and the ample or 
feanty fupplies for the maintenance of foldiers 
and horfes. Their prefumption claimed and 
divided the long-loft dependencies of the Roman 
feeptre: the Nile and Euphrates rolled through 
their imaginary realms; and happy was the war- 
rior who drew for his prize the palace of the 


“ Villehardouin (N 159, 160. 173—177-) and Nicetas (p-3^7 — 
394.) deferibe the expedition into Greece of the Marquis Boniface, 
The Choniate might derive his information from his brother Michael, 
Archbiihop of Athens, whom he paints as an orator, a Jlatefman, and a 
faint. His encomium of Athens, and the defeription of Tempe, fliould 
he publifhed from the Bodleian MS. of Nicetas (Fabric. Bibliot. Graec. 
tom.vi. p*405»), and would have deferved Mr. Harris’s inquiries. 

* ‘ Napoli di Romania, or Nauplia, the ancient fea-port of Argos, is 
fttll a place of ftrength and cofideration, fituate on a rocky peninfula* 
with a good harbour (Chandler’s Travels into Greece, p. 337.). 

Turkifh 
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Turkifh fultan of Iconiutn' 4 . I fliall not defcend chap. 
to the pedigree of families and the rent-roll of , LX1, , 
eftates, but I wifh to fpecify that the Counts of 
Ulois and St. Pol were invelled with the duchy 
of Nice and the lordlhip of Demotica 15 ; the 
principal fiefs were held by the lervice of con- 
rtable, chamberlain, cup-bearer, butler, and chief 
cook; and our hirtorian, Jeffrey of Villehardouin^ 
obtained a fair ert abliflnnent on the banks of the 
Ilebrus, and united the double office of marshal 
of Champagne and Romania. At the head of 
bis knights and archers, each baron mounted on 
horfeback to fecure the portertion of his fhare, 
and their firrt efforts were generally fuccefsful. 

But the public force was weakened by their dirt 
perfion ; and a thoufand quarrels mult arife under 
a law, and among men, whofe foie umpire was 
the fvvord. Within three months after the con- 
queft of Conftantinople, the Emperor and the 
King of Theffalonica drew their hoftile followers 
into the field ; they were reconciled by the au. 
thority of the doge, the advice of the marfhal, 
and the firm freedom of their peers 16 . 


14 I have foftened the expreflion of Nicetas, who ftrives to expofe 
the prefumption of the Franks. See de Rebus poft C.P. expugnatum* 
P-375— 384. 

1 ' A city furrounded by the river Ilebrus, and fix leagues to the 
fouth of Adrianople, received from its double wall the Greek name of 
Didymoteichos, infenlibly corrupted into Demotica and Dimot. I 
have preferred the more convenient and modern appellation of De* 
motica. This place was the laft Turkilh refidence of Charles XII. 

r> Their quarrel is told by Villehardouin (N° 146 — Jy8,) with th§ 
fpirit of freedom. The merit and reputation of the marfhal are ac- 
knowledged by the Greek hifltorian (p. ,387.), (Azycc nrotpet TGt$ Aotrivuv 
Swap Ev.y <r $ ot,7iv pctcri : unlike fome modern heroes, whofe exploits are 
only vifible in their own memoirs. - 

Two 
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chap. Two fugitives, who had reigned at Conftanti- 
LX1 ~ , nople, ftill afferted the title of Emperor; and the 
Revolt of fubjefits of their fallen throne might be moved to 
the ® r ” ks » pity by the misfortunes of the elder Alexius, or 
1*04, &c. excited to revenge by the fplrit of Mourzoufle. A 
domeftic alliance, a common intercll, a fimilar 
guilt, and the merit of extinguilhing his enemies, 
a brother and a nephew, induced the more recent 
ufurperto unite with the former the relics of his 
power. MourzoLtfle was received with fmiles and 
honours in the camp of his father Alexius; but 
the wicked can never love, and fliould rarely truft, 
their fellow criminals : he was feized in the 
bath, deprived of his eyes, ftripped of his troops 
and treafures, and turned out to wander an object 
of horror and contempt to thole who with more 
propriety could hate, and with more juflice could 
punifli, the alfaflinof the Emperor Ifaac and his 
fon. As the tyrant, purfued by fear or remorfe, 
was Healing over to Alia, he w T as feized by the 
Latins of Conftantinople, and condemned, after 
an open ti'ial, to an ignominious death. His 
judges debated the mode of his execution, the 
axe, the wheel, or the ltake; and it was refolved 
that Mourzoufle 17 fliould afcend the Theodofian 
Column, a pillar of white marble of one hundred 
and forty-feven feet in height ,s . From the fum- 

mit 

17 See the fate of Mourzoufle, in Nicetas (p. 393.), Villeharclouim 
(N° 141— 145. 163.), and Guntherus (c. ao, ai.)- Neither the mar- 
fhal nor the monk afford a grain of pity for a tyrant or rebel, whofe 
punifliment, however, was more unexampled than his crime. 

The column of Areadius, which reprefents in baflb relievo his vic- 
tories, or thofe of his father Theodofius, is ftill extant at Conftanti- 

nople* 
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mit he was call down headlong, and dafhed in c p * 
pieces on the pavement, in the prefence of in- 
numerable fpeetators, who filled the forum of 
Taurus, and admired the accomplifhment of an 
old predi6lion, which was explained by this An- 
gular event ,0 . The fate of Alexius is lefs tra- 
gical * he was fent by the Marquis a captive to 
Italy, and. a gift to the King of the Romans ; but 
he had not much to applaud his fortune, if the 
fentence of imprifonment and exile were changed 
from a fortrefs in the Alps to a monaflery in 
Alia. But his daughter, before the national ca- 
lamity, had been given in marriage to a young 
hero who continued the fucceflion, and reftored 
the throne, of the Greek princes io . The valour Theodore 
of Theodore Lafcaris was fignalifed in the two ^ afcans » 

0 Emperor 

fieges of Conltantinople. After the flight of 0 f Nice, 
Mourzoufle, when the Latins were already in A - D - 
the city, he offered himfelf as their emperor to 
the foldiers and people : and his ambition, 
which might be virtuous, was undoubtedly 
brave. Could he have infuled a foul into the 

nople. It is defcribed and meafured, Gyllius (Topograpn.iv. 7.), Ban- 
duri (ad 1. i. Antiquit. C. P. p. 507* &c.), and Toumefort (Voyage du 
Levant, tom. ii. lettre xii. p. 231.). 

19 The nonfenfe of Gunther and the modern Greeks concerning this 
columna fatidica> is unworthy of notice ; but it is fingular enough that 
fifty years before the Latin conqueft, the poet Tzetes (Chiliad, ix. 277.) 
relates the dream of a matron, who faw an army in the forum, and a 
man fitting on the column, clapping his hands, and uttering a loud 
exclamation. 

20 The dynafties of Nice, Trebizond, and Epirus (of which Nicetas 
faw the origin without much pleafure or hope), are learnedly ex* 
plored, and clearly reprefented, in the Familise Byzantinse of 
JDucange. 

mul- 
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CHAP, multitude, they might have crufhed the ftrangers. 

. L * L . under their feet : their abjedt defpair refuted his 
aid, and Theodore retired to breathe the air of 
freedom in Anatolia, beyond the immediate 
view and purfuit of the conquerors. Under the 
title, at firft of defpot, and afterwards of empe- 
ror, he drew to his ftandard the bolder tpirits, 
who were fortified againft llavery by the con- 
tempt of life; and as every means was lawful for 
the public fafety, implored without fcruple the 
alliance of the Turkith ftdtan. Nice, where 
Theodore eftabliflied his retidence, Prufa and 
Philadelphia, Smyrna and Ephefus, opened 
their gates to their deliverer : he derived 
flrength and reputation from his victories, and 
even from his defeats : and the fuccefior of Con- 
ftantine preferved a fragment of the empire from 
the banks of the Maeander to the fuburbs of Ni- 

Indeml 05 comec * ia > ant * at length of Conftantinople. An- 
rorsofTre- other portion, diftant and obfeure, was pofiefi’ed 
tiizond. by the lineal heir of the Comneni, a Ion of the 
virtuous Manuel, a grandfon of the tyrant An- 
dronicus. His name was Alexius ; and the epi- 
thet of great was applied perhaps to his flat u re, 
rather than to his exploits. By the indulgence of 
the Angeli, lie was appointed governor or duke 
of Trebizond 41 j his birth gave him ambition, 

21 Except fome fa&s in Pachymer and Nicephorus Gregoras, which 
will hereafter be ufed, the Byzantine writers difdain to (peak of the 
empire of Trebizond, or principality of the Lazi ; and among the 
Latins, it is confpicuous only in the romances of the xivth or xvth 
centuries. Yet the indefatigable Ducange has dug out (Farri. Byz> 

P* 19a.) two authentic paflages in Vincent of Beauvais (1. xxxi. c. 144.)/ 
and the protonotary Ogerius (apud Wading, A. D. 1x79. N* 4.). * 

the 
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tke revolution independence j and without c h a P. 
'changing his title, he reigned in peace from LXI * t 
Sinope to the Phafis, along the coaft of the 
Black Sea. His namelefs fon and fucceflor is 
defcribed as the vafial of the fultan, whom he 
lerved with two hundred lances; that Comnenian 
Prince was no more than Duke of Trebizond, 
and the title of Emperor was firft aflumed by 
the pride and envy of the grandfon of Alexius. 

In the Weft, a third fragment was laved from The 
the common Ihipwreck by Michael, a baftard Epirus, 
of the houfe of Angel i, who, before the revo- 
lution, had been known as an hoftage, a foldier, 
and a rebel. His flight from the camp of the 
Marquis Boniface lecured his freedom ; by hi& 
marriage with the governor’s daughter, he com-, 
manded the important place of Durazzo, al- 
ia med the title of defpot, and founded a ltrong 
and confpicuous principality in Epirus, JEtolia, 
and Theffaly, which have ever been peopled by 
a warlike race. The Greeks, who had offered 
their fervice to their new fovereigns, were ex- 
cluded by the haughty Latins 11 from all civil and 
military honours, as a nation born to tremble 
and obey. Their refentment prompted them to 
Ihew that they might have been ufeful friends, 
fince they could be dangerous enemies ; their 


52 The portrait of the French Latins is drawn in Nicetas by the 
hand of prejudice and refentment : ahv ruv etXAwv tOvuv A^sos 
ir&QoioV[A(3fl3\Y)G'§ou nmxovTO) ah t*s twv n twv pa<TM napct, 

toj$ fiap jSccpois rarois E7r?|gvi^£T0> xat Kctpct toto otfjuxt rvy (pi tern urav 
toYYi[A.tpOif KOU rov X°^ ov U X 0V hoy** ’TpOTpE^OVTfit* 

nerves 
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c H A p. nerves were braced by adverfitv; whatever was ' 

, , learned or holy, whatever was noble or valiant, * 

rolled away into the independent Hates of Tre- 
bizond, Epirus, and Nice ; and a tingle patri- 
cian is marked by the ambiguous praife of at- 
tachment and loyalty to the Franks. The vul- 
gar herd of the cities and the country would 
have gladly fubmitted to a mild and. regular fer- 
vitude ; and the tranfient diforders of war 
would have been obliterated by fome years of 
induftry and peace. But peace was banifhed, 
and induftry was crufhed, in the diforders of 
the feudal fyflem. The Roman Emperors of 
Conflantinople, if they were endowed with abi- 
lities, were armed with power for the prote6tion 
of their fubje6ts : their laws were wife, and their 
adminiftration was fimple. The Latin throne 
was filled by a titular prince, the chief, and 
often the fervant, of his licentious confederates; 
the fiefs of the empire, from a kingdom to a 
caftle, were held and ruled by the fword of the 
barons : and their difcord, poverty, and ig- 
norance, extended their ramifications of tyranny 
to the moft fequeflered villages. The Greeks 
were oppreffed by the double weight of the prieft, 
who was in veiled with temporal pow er, and of 
the foldier, who was inflamed by fanatic hatred ; 
and the infuperable bar of religion and language 
for ever feparated the ftranger and the native. 
As long as the crufaders were united at Con- 
ftantinople, the memory of their conqueft, 
and the terror of their arms, impofed filence on 
the captive land ; their difperfion betrayed the 

« fmallnefk 
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fmallnefs of their numbers and the defeats of chap. 
their difcipline ; and fome failures and mifchances , L ? L j 
revealed the fecret, that they were not invincible. 

As the fear of the Greeks abated, their hatred in- 
creafed. They murdered; they confpired; and 
before a year of flavery had elapfed, they im- 
plored, or accepted, the fuccour of a Barbarian, 
whofe power they had felt, and whofe gratitude 
they trufted 

The Latin conquerors had been diluted with a The Bui- 
folemn and early embafiy from John, or Joannice, £ a ™ n ^' ar > 
or Calo-John, the revolted chief of the Bulga- i 20 5! 
rians and Walachians. He deemed himfelf their 
brother, as the votary of the Roman pontiff 
from whom he had received the regal title and an 
holy banner*; and in the fobverfion of the Greek 
monarchy, he might afpire to the name of their 
friend and accomplice. But Calo-John was afto- 
n idled to find, that the Count of Flanders had 
aflumed the pomp and pride of the fuccefi’ors of 
Conftantine; and his ambafiadors were diftnified 
with an haughty meflage, that the rebel mild de- 
ferve a pardon, by touching with his forehead 
the footftool of the Imperial throne. His refent- 
ment 24 would have exhaled in adts of violence 
and blood : his cooler policy watched the rifing 
difcontept of the Greeks; affedted a tender con- 

31 1 here begin to ufe, with freedom and confidence, the eight books 
of the Hiftoire de C. P. fous PEmpire des Francois, which Ducange has 
given as a fupplement to Villehardouin ; and which, in a barbarous 
%le, deferves the praife of n original and claflic work. 

In Calo-John’s anfvv to the pope, we may find his claims and 
complaints (Gella Innocent. III. c. 108, 109.): he was cheri&ed at 
Rome as the prodigal foil. 
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P. cern for their fuderings; and promifed, that their 
fird druggies for freedom fiiould be fupported by 
his perfon and kingdom. The confpiracy was 
propagated by national hatred, the firmed band 
of adociation and fecrecy : the Greeks were impa- 
tient to flieath their daggers in the breads of the 
victorious drangersj but the execution was pru- 
dently delayed, till Henry, the Emperor’s brother, 
had tranfported the flower of his troops beyond 
the Hellelpont. Mod of the towns and villages 
of Thracewere true to the moment and the fignal: 
and the Latins, without arms or fufpicion, were 
flaughtered by the vile and mercilefs revenge of 
their flaves. From Demotica, the fird fcene of 
the maflacre, the furviving vaflals of the Count 
of St.Pol efcaped to Adrianople ; but the French 
and Venetians, who occupied that city, were 
(lain or expelled by the furious multitude j the 
garrifons that could effeCl their retreat fell back 
on each other towards the metropolis ; and the 
fortrefles, that feparately dood againd the rebels, 
were ignorant of each other’s and of their love- 
reign’s fate. The voice of fame and fear an- 
nounced the revolt of the Greeks and the rapid 
approach of their Bulgarian ally; and Calo-John, 
not depending on the forces of his own kingdom, 
had drawn from the Scythian wildernefg a body 
of fourteen thoufand Comans, who drank, as it 
wasfaid, the blood of their captives, and facrificed 
the Chridians on the altars of their gods **. 

Alarmed 

25 The Comans were a Tartar or Turkman hord, which encampetf 
m the xiith and xiiith centuries on the verge of Moldavia* The 

greater 
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Alarmed by this Hidden and growing danger, c H A P. 
theEmperordifpatched a iwift meflenger to recal 
Count Henry and his troops ; and had Baldwin 
expe&ed the return of his gallant brother, with 
a lupply of twenty thoufand Armenians, he might 
have encountered the invader with equal numbers 
and a decifive luperiority of arms and difcipline. 

But the fpirit of chivalry could feldona difcriini- 
nate caution from cowardice ; and the Emperor 
took the field with an hundred and forty knights, 
and their train of archers and ferjeants. The 
marflial, who difluaded and obeyed, led the van- 
guard in their march to Adrianople ; the main 
body was commanded by the Count of Blois ; 
the aged Doge of Venice followed with the rear; 
and their fcanty numbers were increafed from all 
fides by the fugitive Latins. They undertook to 
befiege the rebels of Adrianople j and fuch was 
the pious tendency of the crufades, that they 
employed the holy week in pillaging the country 
for their fubliftence, and in framing engines for 
the deftru&ion of their fellow-chriftians. But 
the Latins were foon interrupted and alarmed by 
the light cavalry of the Comans, who boldly 
Ikirmifhed to the edge of their impcrfefit lines : 
and a proclamation was ifiued by the Marflial of 
Romania, that, on the trumpet’s found, the ca- 
valry fhould mount and form j but that none, 
under pain of death, fliould abandon themfelves 

greater part were pagans, but forne were Mahometans, and the 
whole hord was converted to Chriftiaaity (A.D. 1730) by Lewis 
King of Hungary. 

S 2 tO 
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C H A P. to a defultory and dangerous purfuit. This wife 
1 _ L ^ 1 * , injunction was firft difobeyed by the Count of 
Blois, who involved the Emperor in his rathnefs 
and ruin. The Comans, of the Parthian or Tar- 
tar fchooi, fled before their firft charge; but 
after a career of two leagues, when the knights 
and their horfes were almoft breathlefs, they fud- 
denly turned, rallied and encompalfed the heavy 
Defeat ami fquadrons of the Franks. The Count was flain on 
of Baldwin, ^ ,e A^d; the Emperor was made prifoner; and 
A. D. * if the one dil’dained to fly, if the other refufed 
. ts ° s ‘ to yield, their perfonal bravery made a poor 
atonement tor their ignorance, or neglect 01 the 
duties of a general * 6 . 

Proud of his victory and In's royal prize, the 
Bulgarian advanced to relieve Adrianople and 
atchieve the deftruCtion of the Latins. They 
mult inevitably have been deftroyed, if the Mar- 
flial of liomania had not dilplayed a cool courage 
and confummate Ikill : uncommon in all ages, 
but moft uncommon in thofe times, when war 
Retreat of was a P a ^ on » rat ber than a fcience. His grief 
the Latlni. and fears were poured into the firm and faithful 
bofom of the doge; but in the camp he diffufed 
an afiurance of fafety, which could only be re- 
alized by the general belief. All day he main- 
tained his perilous ftation between the city and 
, the Barbarians : Villehardouin decamped ip 


Retreat of 


Nicetas, from ignorance or malice, imputes the defeat to the 
cowardice of Dandolo (p. 383.); but Villehardouin ftiares his own 
glory with his venerable friend, qui viels home ere et gote ne veoit, 
rnais mult ere fages et prens et vigueros (N° 193.)* 

filence. 
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filence, at the dead of night j and his mafterty *©• c h a p. 
treat of three days, would have delerved the praife . . 

of Xenophon and the ten thoufand. In the rear 
the marlhal fupported the weight of thepurfuit; in 
the front he moderated the impatience of the fu- 
gitives ; and wherever the Comans approached, 
they were repelled by a line of impenetrable 
fpears. On the third day, the weary troops be- 
held the fea, the folitary town of Rodofto* 7 , and 
their friends, who had landed from the Alia tic 
fhore. They embraced, they w r ept ; but they 
united their arms and councils ; and, in his bro- 
ther’s abfence, Count Henry alfumed the regency 
of the empire, at once in a date of childhood and 
caducity IS . If the Comans withdrew from the 
fummer heats, feven thoufand Latins, in the hour 
of danger, deferted Conit antinople, their bre- 
thren, and their vows. Some partial fuccefs 
was overbalanced by the lofs of one hundred 
and twenty knights in the lield of Rufiurn ; 
and of the Imperial domain, no more was left 
than the capital, with two or three adjacent 
fortreffes on the Ihores of Europe and Alla. 

The King of Bulgaxia was refiftlels and inexor- 
able ; and Calo-John refpe&fully eluded the 
demands of the Pope, who conjured his new 


27 The truth of geography, and the original text of Villehardouin 
(N 3 194.)* place Rodolto three days journey (trois joumfces) from Adrian 
nople : but Vigenere, in his verfion, has moft abfurdly fubftituted trots 
heures i and this error, which is not corredted by Ducange, has en- 
trapped feveral moderns, whofe names I fhall fpare. 

M The reign and end of Baldwin are related by Villehardouin and 
Nicetas (p. 386 — 416.) : and their omiffions are fupplied by Ducange 
Jn his Obfervations, and to the end of his firlt book. 

s 3 profelyte 
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chap, profelyte to re ft ore peace and the Emperor to 
LXI - t the affli6ted Latins. The deliverance of Bald- 
win was no longer, he laid, in the power of 
Death of man : that prince died in prifon ; and the man- 
perw. m * ner l 1 * 3 death is varioufly related by ignorance 
and credulity. The lovers of a tragic legend 
will be pleafed to hear, that the royal captive 
was tempted by the amorous queen of the Bul- 
garians ; that his chafte refulal expofed him to 
the fallehood of a woman and the jealouly of a 
favage ; that his hands and feet were fevered 
from his body ; that his bleeding trunk was call 
among the carcafes of dogs and horfes ; and that 
he breathed three days, before he was devoured 
by the birds of prey About twenty years 
afterwards, in a wood of the Netherlands, an 
hermit announced himfelf as the true Baldwin, 
the Emperor of Conftantinople, and lawful lo- 
vcreign of Flanders, lie related the wonders 
of his elcape, his adventures, and his penance, 
among a people prone to believe and to rebel ; 
and, in the firlt tranfport, Flanders acknowledged 
her long-loft fovereign. A Ihort examination be- 
fore the French court detected the impoftor, who 
was punifhed with an ignominious death j but 
the Flemings ftill adhered to the plealing error ; 
and the Countefs Jane is accufed by the graveft 


29 After brufliing away all doubtful and improbable circumftances, 
we may prove the death of Baldwin, 1. By the firm belief of the French 
barons (Villehardouin, N 230.)? By the declaration of Calo-John 
himfelf, who excufes his not releafing the captive Emperor, quia 
debitum carnis exiolverat cum carcere teneretur (Gefla Innocent, III. 
c. 109.). 


hiftorians 
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hiftorians of facrificing to her ambition the life chap. 
of an unfortunate father 3 °. ,j 

In all civilized lioftility, a treaty is eltablilhed Reign and 
for the exchange or ranfom of prisoners j and if Henry, 
their captivity be prolonged, their condition is A. D. 
known, and they are treated according to their 
rank with humanity or honour. But the favage T ii6, 
Bulgarian was a flranger to the laws of war ; his JllIie ir * 
prifons were involved in darknefs and lilence ; 
and above a year elapfed before the Latins could 
be allured of the death of Baldwin, before his 
brother, the regent Henry, would confent to at 
fume the title of emperor. His moderation was 
applauded by the Greeks as an a6l of* rare and 
inimitable virtue. Their light and perfidious 
ambition was eager to feize or anticipate the 
moment of a vacancy, while a law of fucceffion, 
the guardian both of the prince and people, was 
gradually defined and confirmed in the here- 
ditary monarchies of Europe. In the fupport 
of the Eallern empire, Henry was gradually 
left without an alfociate, as the heroes of the 
crufade retired from the world or from the war. 

The doge of Venice, the venerable Dandolo, 
in the fullnefs of years and glory, funk into 
the grave. The Marquis of Montferrat was 
flowly recalled from the Peloponnefian war to 
the revenge of Baldwin and the defence of 
Theffalonica. Some nice dilputes of feudal 


30 See die ftory of this impoltor from the French and Flemifh writ- 
ers in Ducange, Hift. de C. P. iii. 9. ; and the ridiculous fables that 
were believed by the monks of St. Alban's, in Matthew Paris, Hift. 
Major, p. 271, 373. 

s 4 homage 
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chap, homage and lervice were reconciled in a per- 

, LX1, . fonal interview between the Emperor and the 
King : they were firmly united by t mutual efteem 
and the common danger ; and their alliance was 
fealed by the nuptial of Henry with the daugh- 
ter of the Italian prince. He foon deplored the 
lofs of his friend and father. At the perfuafion 
of fome faithful Greeks, Boniface made a bold 
and fuccefsful inroad among the hills of Rho- 
dope : the Bulgarians fled on his approach j they 
affembled to harrafs his retreat. On the intel- 
ligence that his rear was attacked, without wait- 
ing for any defenfive armour, he leaped on 
horfeback, couched his lance, and drove the 
enemies before him ; but in the rafh purfuit he 
was pierced with a mortal wound ; and the 
head of the King of Theffalonica was prefented 
to Calo-John, who enjoyed the honours, without 
the merit, of victory. It is here, at this melan- 
choly event, that the pen or the voice of Jeffrey of 
Villehardouin feems to drop or to expire 3, j and 
if he ftill exercifed his military office of marihal 
of Romania, his fubfequent exploits are buried 
in oblivion 3 *. The character of Henry was 
not unequal to his arduous fituation : in the fiege 


31 Villehardouin, N° 257. I quote, with regret, this lamentable 
conclufion, where we lofe at once the original hiftory, and the rich 
illuftrations of Ducange. The laft pages may derive fome light from 
Henry’s two epiltles to Innocent III. (Gefta, c. 106, 107.). 

32 The Marihal was alive in 1212, but he probably died foon 
afterwards, without returning to France (Ducange, Obfervations fur 
Villehardouin, p. 238.). His fief of Meffinople, the gift of Boniface, 
was the ancient Maximianopolis, which flourifhed in the time of 
Ammianus Marcellinus, among the cities of Thrace. (N° 141.). 

of 
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of Conftantinople, and beyond the Hellelpont, he c h a PC 
had deferved the fame of a valiant knight and a 
Ikilful commander ; and his courage was tem- 
pered with a degree of prudence and mildnefs un- 
known to his impetuous brother. In the double 
war again ft the Greeks of Alia and the Bul- 
garians of Europe, he was ever the foremoft on 
lhipboard or on horfeback ; and though he cau- 
tioufly provided for the fuccefs of his arms, the 
drooping Latins were often roufed by his example 
to lave and to fecond their fearlefs Emperor. But 
fuch efforts, and fome fupplies of men and money 
from France, were of lefs avail than the errors, 
the cruelty, and death of their molt formidable 
adverfary. When the defpair of the Greek fub- 
je6ls invited Calo-John as their deliverer, they 
hoped that he would protect their liberty and 
adopt their laws: they were loon taught to com- 
pare the degrees of national ferocity, and to exe- 
crate the lavage conqueror, who no longer dif. 
fembled his intention of difpeopling Thrace, of 
demolilhing the cities, and of tranfplanting the 
inhabitants beyond the Danube. Many towns 
and villages of Thrace were already evacuated; 
an heap of ruins marked the place of Philippo- 
polis, and a limilar calamity was expected at De- 
motica and Adrianople, by the firll authors of 
the revolt. They raifed a cry of grief and repent- 
ance to the throne of Henry; the Emperor alone' 
had the magnanimity to forgive and truft them. 

No more than four hundred knights, with their 
ferjeants and archers, could be aflembled under 
his banner ; and with this llender force he fought 

and 
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CHAP, and repulfed the Bulgarian, who, befides his in- 

. , fantry, was at the head of forty thoufand horfe. 

In this expedition, Henry felt the difference be- 
tween an hoftile and a friendly country; the re- 
maining cities were preferved by his arms ; and 
the favage, with fliame and lofs, was compelled 
to relinquilh his prey. The fiege of Thelfalonica 
was the laft of the evils which Calo-John inflicted 
or fuffered : lie was dabbed in the night in his 
tent ; and the general, perhaps the afladin, who 
found hitn weltering in his blood, afcribed the 
blow with general applaufe to the lance of St. 
Demetrius } \ After feveral vi6tories, the pru- 
dence of Henry concluded an honourable peace 
with the fucceffor of the tyrant, and with the 
Greek princes of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded 
lome doubtful limits, an ample kingdom was re- 
ferved for himfelf and his feudatories ; and his 
reign, which laded only ten years, afforded a 
fhort interval of profperity and peace. Far above 
the narrow policy of Baldwin and Boniface, he 
freely entrusted to the Greeks the molt important 
offices of the date and army : and his liberality 
of fentiment and practice, was the more feafon- 
able, as the princes of Nice and Epirus had al- 
ready learned to feduce and employ the merce- 
nary valour of the Latins. It was the aim of 
Henry to unite and reward his deferving lubjefits 
' of every nation and language ; but he appeared 

33 The church of this patron of TheiTalonica was ferved by the canons 
of the holy fepulchre, and contained a divine ointment which diiiilled 
daily and ftupendou^miracles (Ducange* Jiilh de C. P* ii. 4.). 
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left folicitous to accomplilh the impracticable chap. 
union of the two churches. Pelagius, the pope’s , L ^ L . 
legate, who aCted as the fovereign of Conftan- 
tinople,had interdicted the worfliip of the Greeks, 
and tternly impofed the payment of tithes, the 
double proeeflion of the Holy Ghoft, and a 
blind obedience to the Homan pontiff'. As the 
weaker party, they pleaded the duties of con- 
fcience, and implored the rights of toleration : 

“ Our bodies,” they laid, “ are Cajfar’s, but 
“ our fouls belong only to God.” The perfe- 
cution was checked by the firmnels of the Em- 
peror 34 ; and if we can believe that the lame 
prince was poiloned by the Greeks tliemfelves, 
we mult entertain a contemptible idea of the 
fenfe and gratitude of mankind. His valour was 
a vulgar attribute, which he lhared with ten thou- 
fand knights ; but Henry poffeffed the luperior 
courage to oppofe, in a fuperllitious age, the 
pride and avarice of the clergy . In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia he prefumed to place his throne on 
the right-hand of the patriarch ; and this pre- 
ftimption excited the lbarpeft cenfure of Pope 
Innocent the Third. By a falutary ediCl, one of 
the firft examples of the laws of mortmain, he 
prohibited the alienation of fiefs ; many of the 
Latins, delirous of returning to Europe, religned 
their ellates to the church for a fpiritual or tem- 
poral reward; thel'e holy lands were immediately’ 
difcharged from military fervice ; and a colony of 

34 Acropolita (c. 17.) obferves the perfecution of the legate, and the 
toleration of Henry ( C E^ a 5 he calls him), HhvSwa ro^ecre. 

* foldiers 
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April 9, 


chap, foldiers would have been gradually transformed 
LXI ’ into a college of priefts 3S . 

The virtuous Henry died at Theffalonica, in 
Courtenay, the defence of that kingdom, and of an infant, 
Emperorof the fon of his friend Boniface. In the two firft 
nopie, anU " em perors of Conftantinople, the male line of the 
A.D. counts of Flanders was extindl. But their filter 
Yolande was the wife of a French prince, the 
mother of a numerous progeny ; and one of her 
daughters had married Andrew Kingof Hungary, 
a brave and pious champion of the crofs. By 
feating him on the Byzantine throne, the barons 
of Romania would have acquired the forces of a 
neighbouring and warlike kingdom ; but the pru- 
dent Andrew revered the laws of fucceffion ; and 
the princefs Yolande, with her hufband Peter of 
Courtenay, Count of Auxerre, was invited by the 
Latins to affume the empire of the Eaft. The 
royal birth of his father, the noble origin of his 
mother, recommended to the barons of France 
the firll coufin of their king. His reputation was 
fair, his pofleffions were ample, and, in the bloody 
crufade againft the Albigeois, the foldiers and the 
priefts had been abundantly fatisfied of hiszealand 
valour. Vanity might applaud the elevation of a 
French emperor of Conftantinople ; but prudence 
muft pity, rather than envy, his treacherous and 
imaginary greatnefs. To affert and adorn -his 
title, he was reduced to fell or mortgage the beft 


35 See the reign of Henry, in Ducange (Hift. de C.P. Li. c. 35 — 
41. 1 . ii. c. 1 — 22 .)> who is much indebted to the Epiftles of the Popes. 
Le Beau (Hift. du Bas Empire, tom. xxi. p. 120 — 1 %%.) has found, 
perhaps in Doutreman, fome laws of Henry, which determined the 
fervice of fiefs, and the prerogative of the emperor. 

of 
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©f his patrimony. By thefe expedients, the libe- c H A P. 
rality of his royal kinfman Philip Auguflus, and ■ . 

the national Ipirit of chivalry, he was enabled to 
pafs the Alps at the head of one hundred and 
forty knights, and five thoufand five hundred fer- 
jeants and archers. After fome hefitation, Pope 
Honorius the Third was perfuaded to crown the 
fucceffor of Conftantine : but he performed the 
ceremony in a church without the walls, left he 
fhould feem to imply or to beftow any right of 
fovereignty over the ancient capital of the empire. 

The Venetians had engaged to tranfport Peter 
and his forces beyond the Adriatic, and the Ern- 
prefs, with her four children, to the Byzantine 
palace; but they required, as the price of their 
fervice, that he fliould recover Durazzo? from the 
defpot of Epirus. Michael Angelas, or Comne- 
nus, the firlt of his dynafty, had bequeathed the 
fucceffion of his power and ambition to Theodore, 
his legitimate brother, who already threatened 
and invaded the eftablifliments of the Latins. 

After difeharging his debt by a fruitlefs aflault, 
the Emperor raifed the liege to profecute a long 
and perilous journey over land from Drn azzo to 
Theffalonica. He was foon loft in the mountains 
of Epirus : the paffes were fortified ; his provi- 
sions exhaufted : he was delayed and deceived by 
a treacherous negociation ; and, after Peter of His captu 
Courtenay and the Roman legate had*been ar- j t !j th and 
refted in a banquet, the French troops, without a.d. 
leaders or hopes, were eager to exchange their 1 %l r~ 
arms for the delufive promife of mercy and bread. I2I9 ‘ 

The Vatican thundered ; and the impious Theo- 
dore 
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CHAP, dore was threatened with the vengeance of eartli 
. , and heaven ; but the captive Emperor and his 

foldiers were forgotten, and the reproaches of the 
Pope are confined to the imprifbnment of his 
legate. No fooner was he fatisfied by the deli- 
verance of the prieft and a promife of fpiritual 
obedience, than he pardoned and protected the 
defpot of Epirus. His peremptory commands 
fufpended the ardour of the Venetians and the 
King of Hungary j and it was only by a natural 
or untimely death 36 that Peter of Courtenay was 
releafed from his hopelefs captivity 37 . 

Robert The long ignoranceof Instate, and the prefence 

Emperor G f the lawful fovereign, of Yolande, his wife or 
tinopie, widow, delayed the proclamation of a new em- 
A * D * peror. Before her death, and in the midfl of 
her grief, (he was delivered of a fon, who was 
named Baldwin, the laft and molt unfortunate 
of the Latin princes of Conflantinople. His birth 
endeared him to the barons of Romania ; but his 
childhood would have prolonged the troubles ofa 
minority, and his claims were fuperfeded by the 
elder claims of his brethren. The firfl of thefe, 
Philip of Courtenay, who derived from his mo- 
ther the inheritance of Namur, had the wifdom 
to prefer the fubftance of a marquifate to the 


1221 

1248 . 


36 Acropolita (c. 14.) affirms, that Peter of Courtenay died by the 
iword (sfyov ^x al ^ : but from his dark expreflions, I 

fhould conclude a previous captivity, wj ’tacwrotg u^Iy.v ha- {xurac vroimou 
avv noun <ntsy«<7*. The Chronicle of Auxerre delays the emperor’s 
death till the year 1219; and Auxerre is in the neighbourhood of 
Courtenay. 

31 See the reign and death of Peter of Courtenay, in Ducange (Hifb 
de C. P. 1. ii. c. % % — %%•)$ who feebly ftrivea to excufe the negle& of 
the emperor by Hon onus III. 

IO 
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lhadow of an empire ; and on his refufal, Robert, c h a P. 
the fecond of the tons of Peter and Yolande, was . , 

called to the throne of Conftantinople. Warned 
by his father’s mifchance, he purfued his flow and 
fecure journey through Germany and along the 
Danube : a paflage was opened by his lifter’s 
marriage with the King of Hungary ; and the 
Emperor Robert was crowned by the patriarch in 
the cathedral of St.Sophia. But his reign was 
an a?ra of calamity and difgracej and the colony, 
as it was ftyled, of New France yielded on all 
lides to the Greeks of Nice and Epirus. After 
a vi6lory, which he owed to his perfidy rather 
than his courage, Theodore Angelus entered the 
kingdom of Theffalonica, expelled the feeble 
Demetrius, the fon of the Marquis Boniface, 
erefited his ftandard on the walls of Adrianople ; 
and added, by his vanity, a third or fourth name 
to the lilt of rival emperors. The relics of the 
Afiatic province were fwept away by John Va- 
taces, the fon-in-law and fucceflor of Theodore 
Lafcaris, and who, in a triumphant reign of thirty- 
three years, difplayed the virtues both of peace 
and war. Under his difcipline the fwords of the 
French mercenaries were the molt effectual in- 
ftrument of his con quells, and their defertion 
from the fervice of their country was at once a 
fymptom and a caufe of the rifing afcendant of 
the Greeks. By the conftru6tion of a fleet, he 
obtained the command of the Hellefpont, re- 
duced the illands of Lefbos and Rhodes, attack- 
ed the Venetians of Candia, and intercepted the 
rare and parfimonious fuccours of the Weft. 

Once, 
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chap. Once, and once only, the Latin emperor fent an 
, . army againft Vataces ; and in the defeat of that 

army, the veteran knights, the laft of the original 
conquerors, were left on the field of battle* 
But the fuccefs of a foreign enemy was lefs pain- 
ful to the pufillanimous Robert than the infolence 
of his Latin fubje6ts, who confounded the weak- 
nefs of the emperor and of the empire. His per- 
fonal misfortunes will prove the anarchy of the 
government and the ferocioufhefs of the times. 
The amorous youth had negle6ted his Greek 
bride, the daughter of Vataces, to introduce into 
the palace, a beautiful maid, of a private, though 
noble, family of Artois; and her mother had 
been tempted by the Iuftre of the purple to for- 
feit her engagements with a gentleman of Bur- 
gundy. His love was converted into rage ; he 
affembled his friends, forced the palace gates, 
threw the mother into the fea, and inhumanly 
cut off the nofe and lips of the wife or concubine 
of the Emperor. Inftead of punifhing the offend- 
er, the barons avowed and applauded the favage 
deed 38 , which, as a prince and as a man, it was 
impofiible that Baldwin fliould forgive. He 
efcaped from the guilty city to implore the juftice 
or companion of the pope : the Emperor was 
coolly exhorted to return to his flation ; before 
he could obey, he funk under the weight of 
grief, fliame, and impotent refentment 3y . 

39 Marinus Sanutus (Secreta Fidelium Crucis,l. ii. p. 4, c. 18. p.73.) 
is fo much delighted with this bloody deed, that he has trail fcribed it 
in his margin as a bonum exemplum. Yet he acknowledges th* 
damfel for the lawful wife of Robert. 

79 See the reign of Robert, in Ducange (Hill, de C. P. 1 . in. c 1 — is*)* 

it 
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It was only in the age of chivalry, that valour 
could al’cend from a private ftation to the thrones 
of Jeruihlem and Conftantinople. The titular 
kingdom of Jerulalem had devolved to Mary, 
the daughter of Ifabella and Conrad of Mont- 
ferrat, and the grand-daughter of Almeric or 
Amaury. She was given to John of Brienne, 
of a noble family in Champagne, by the public 
voice, and the judgment of Philip Auguftus, 
who named him as the mod; worthy champion of 
the Holy fUnd 4 °. In the fifth crufade, he led 
.an hundred thpufand Latins to the conqued 
of Egypt ; by him the fiege of Damietta was 
achieved ; and the fubfequent failure was juftly 
afcribed to the pride and avarice of the legate. 
After the marriage of his daughter with Frederic 
the fecond 41 , he was provoked by the Emperor’s 
ingratitude to accept the command of the army 
of the church ; and though advanced in life, and 
defpoiled of royalty, the fword and fpiritof John 
of Brienne were dill ready for the fervice of 
Chridendom. In the feven years of his brother’s 
reign, Baldwin of Courtenay had not emerged 
from a date of childhood, and the barons of 
Romania felt the ftrong neceffity of placing the 
feeptre in the hands of a man and an hero. The 


** Rex igitur Francias, deliberatione habita refpondit nuntiis, fe da- 
turum hominern Syrias partibus aptum ; in armis probum ( preux ), in 
bellis fee u rum, in agendis providum, Johannem comitem Brennenfera/ 
Sanut. Secret* Fidelium, 1 . iii. p. xi. 0,4. p. 205. Matthew Paris, 

P- W 

Giannone (Jftoria Civile, tom.ii. L xvi. p. 380 — 385.) difeufle* 
the marriage of Frederic II. with the daughter of John of Brienne, 
and the double union of the crowns of Naples and Jerufalem. , 

vol. xi. t veteran 
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chap, veteran King of Jerufalem might have difdained 

t yt 0 0 

. . the name and office of regent ; they agreed to 

invefl him for his life with the title and preroga- 
tives of emperor, on the foie condition, that 
Baldwin Ihould marry his fecond daughter, and 
fucceed at a mature age to the throne of Conftan- 
tinople. The expe6tation, both of the Greeks 
and Latins, was kindled by the renown, the 
choice, and the prelence of John of Brienne : 
and they admired his martial afpe6l, his green 
and vigorous age of more than fourfcore years, 
and his fize and llature, which furpaffed the 
common meafure of mankind 4 \ But avarice, 
and the love of eafe, Appeared to have chilled the 
ardour of enterprife : his troops were dilbanded, 
and two years rolled away without action or 
honour, till he was awakened by the dangerous 
alliance of Yataces Emperor of Nice, and of 
Azan King of Bulgaria. They belieged Conflan- 
tinople by tea and land with an army of one 
hundred thoufand men, and a fleet of three hun- 
dred thips of war ; while the entire force of the 
Latin Emperor was reduced to one hundred and 
lixty knights, and a fmall addition of ferjeants 
and archers. I tremble to relate, that inttead of 
defending the city, the hero made a fally at the 
head of his cavalry ; and that of forty-eight fqua- 
drons of the enemy, no more than three efcaped 


** Acropolita, c. a 7. The hiftorian was at that time a boy, and 
educated at Conilantiuople. In 1233, when he was eleven years old, 
his father broke the Latin chain, left a fplendid fortune, and efcaped 
to the Greek court of Nice, where his fyn was raifed to the higheft 
honours* 
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from the edge of his invincible fword. Fired by c HA p. 
his example,the infantry and the citizens boarded , L ^ r ‘ , 
the veflels that anchored clofe to the walls ; and 
twenty-five were dragged in triumph into the 
harbour of Conftantinople. At the fummons of 
the Emperor, the vaflals and allies armed in her 
defence ; broke through every obftacle that op- 
pofed their paflage ; and, in the fucceeding year, 
obtained a fecond victory over the fame enemies. 

By the rude poets of the age, John of Brienne 
is compared to He6lor Roland, and Judas Ma. 
chabaeus 43 : but their credit, and his glory, re- 
ceives fome abatement from the filence of the 
Greeks. The empire was foon deprived of the 
lafl of her champions ; and the dying monarch 
was ambitious to enter paradife in the habit of a 
Francifcan friar 44 . 

In the double victory of John of Brienne, 1 BaWwinll. 
cannot difcover the name or exploits of his pupil I2 ?7 ‘ 
Baldwin, who had attained the age of military March 
fervice, and who fucceeded to the Imperial dig- 

July ay, 

■ ' Philip Moulkes, Bifhop of Tournay (A.D.2274 — 1282), has com- 
nofetl a poem, or rather a firing of veries, in bad old Fiemifti French* 
on the Latin emperors of Conftantinople, which Ducange has publifhed 
at the end of Villehardouin *, lee p. 224* for the prowefs of John of 
Brienne. 

N’Aie, Edlor, Roll* ne Ogiers 
Ne Judas Machabeus li fiers 
Tant ne fit d’arines en eftors 
Com fift li Rois Jehans cel jors 
Et il defor6 et il dedans 
La paru fa force et fes fens 
Et li hardiment qu’il avoit. 

H See the reign of John de Brienne, in Ducange I lift, de C. P. 1 . til. 
e, 13 — %(>. 
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p - nity on the deceafe of his adopted father 4 '. The . 
royal youth was employed on a commifiion more 
fuitable to his temper ; he was fent to vifit the 
Weftern courts, of the Pope more efpecially, and 
of the King of France; to excite their pity by the 
view of his innocence and diftrefs; and to obtain 
fome fupplies of men or money for the relief of 
the linking empire. He thrice repeated thefe 
mendicant vitits, in which he teemed to prolong 
his flay, and pottpone his return; of the five-and- 
twenty years of his reign a greater number were 
tpent abroad than at home ; and in no place did 
the Emperor deem himfelf lefs free and fecure 
than in his native country and his capital. On 
fome public occafions,his vanity might be toothed 
by the title of Augustus, and by the honours of 
the purple ; and at the general council of Lyons, 
when Frederic the fecond was excommunicated 
and depofed, his Oriental colleague was enthroned 
on the right hand of the Pope. But how often 
was the exile, the vagrant, the Imperial beggar, 
humbled with fcorn, infulted with pity, and de- 
graded in his own eyes and thofe of the nations! 
In his firft vifit to England he was flopped at 
Dover by a fevere reprimand, that he fliould 
prefume, without leave, to enter an independent 
kingdom. After fome delay, Baldwin, however, 
was permitted to purfue his journey, was enter- 
tained with cold civility, and thankfully departed 


See the reign of Baldwin II. till his expulfion from Conftantinople* 
in Ducange* Hift# de C. P. 1 . iv. c. i«— 34. the end 1 . r. c. 1 — 3$. 

with 
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with a prefen t of feven hundred marks 4S . From c H A p. 
• the avarice of Rome, he could only obtaip the , , 

proclamation of a crufade, and a ti’eafure of in- 
dulgences : a coin, .whole currency was depre- 
ciated by too frequent and indifcriminate abufe. 

His birth and misfortunes recommended him to 
the generofity of his coufin Lewis the ninth ; but 
the martial zeal of the faint was diverted from 
Conllantinople to Egypt and Paleftine ; and the 
public and private poverty of Baldwin was alle- 
viated, for a moment, by the alienation of the 
marquifate of Namur and the lordlhip of Courte- 
nay, the lalt remains of his inheritance 47 , By 
Inch lhameful or ruinous expedients, he once 
more returned to. Romania, with an army of 
thirty thoufand foldiers, whole numbers were 
doubled in the apprehenlion of the Greeks. His 
lirlt dilpatclies to France and England announced 
his victories and his hopes : he had reduced the 
country round the capital to the dillance of three 
days journey ; and if he fucceeded againft an im- 
portant, though namelels, city (molt probably 
Chiorli), the frontier would be fafe and the pat 
lageaccelfible. But thele expectations (if Baldwin 


?6 Matthew Paris relates the two vifits of Baldwin II. to the Englilh 
court, p. 396. 637. : his return to Greece armata manu, p. 407. his 
tetters of his nomen formidable, &c. p.481. (a pafTage which had 
efcaped Ducange): his expulfion, p.850. 

47 Louis IX. difapproved and flopped the alienation of Courtenay 
(Ducange, 1 . iv. c. 23.). It is now annexed to the royal demefne, but 
granted for a term {engage ) to the family of Bculainvilliers. Courtenay, 
in the election of Nemours in the I He de France, is a town of 90a in- 
habitants, with the remains of a caflle (Melanges tire d’une grande 
Bibliotheque, tom.xlv. p. 74 — 77*)* 
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was fincere) quickly vanilhed like a dream ; the 
troops and treafures of France melted away in 
his unfkilful hands j and the throne of the Latin 
Emperor was protected by a dilhonourable al- 
liance with the Turks and Comans. To fecure 
the former, he contented to bellow his niece on 
the unbelieving fultau of Cogni ; to pleafe the 
latter, he complied with their Pagan rites ; a dog 
was ilicrificed between the two armies ; and the 
contracting parties tailed each other’s blood, as 
a pledge of their fidelity ‘ }l! . In the palace or 
prifon of Conftantinopie the fuccefibr of Angullus 
demoliflied the vacant houfes for winter-fuel, and 
flripped the lead from the churches for the daily 
expence of his family. Some ufurious loans were 
dealt, with a fcanty hand by the merchants of 
Italy ; and Philip, his fon and heir, was pawned 
at Venice as the fecurity for a debt Third, 
hunger, and nakednels, are pofitive evils ; hut 
wealth is relative ; and a prince, who would he 
rich in a private ftation, may be expofed by the 
increafe of his wants to all the anxiety and bitter- 
nefs of poverty. 

But in this abje6l diflrefs, the Emperor and 
empire were Hill polfelTed of an ideal treafiire, 
which drew its fantaflic value from the fuperfti- 
tion of the Chrillian w T orld. The merit of the true 
crofs was fomewhat impaired by its frequent di- 
vifion j and a long captivity among the infidels 

Joinville, p. 104. edit, du Louvre. A Coman prince, who died 
without baptifm, was buried at the gates of Conftantinopie with a live 
retinue of flaves and horfes. 

49 Sanut. Secret. Fidel. Crucis, l«iu p. iv. c. 18. p. 73. 

might 
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might fhecl Tome fufpicion on the fragments that CHAP, 
were produced in the Eaft and Weft. But an- . , 

other relic of the paflion was preferved in the 
Imperial chapel of Conftantinople, and the 
crown of thorns which had been placed on 
the head of Chrifl was equally precious and 
authentic. It had formerly been the practice 
of the Egyptian debtors to depolit as a fecurity, 
the mummies of their parents ; and both their 
honour and religion were bound for the re- 
demption of the pledge. In the fame manner, 
and in the abfence of the Emperor, the barons 
of Romania borrowed the fum of thirteen thou- 
fand one hundred and thirty-four pieces of 
gold 50 on the credit of the holy crown ; they 
failed in their performance of the contrail, and 
a rich Venetian, Nicholas Querini, undertook 
to fatisfy their impatient creditors on condi- 
dition that the relic fhould be lodged at Ve- 
nice, to become his abfolute property, if it 
were not redeemed within a fliort and definite 
term. The barons apprized their fovereign of 
the hard treaty and impending lofs ; and as the 
empire could not afford a ranfbm of feven thou- 
lattd pounds fterling, Baldwin was anxious to 
fnatch the prize from the Venetians, and to veft 
it with more honour and emolument in the 
hands of the molt Chriftian King s '. Yet the 

nego- 

*° Under the words Perparus, Perpera> Hypcrptrum, Ducange is 
fhort and vague: Monet® genus. From a corrupt paflage of Guntherus 
(Ilift. C. P. c.8. p. io.), I guefs that the Perpera was the nummus 
aureus, the fourth part of a mark of lilver, or about ten (hillings fter- 
Jing in value. In lead it would be too contemptible. 

** For the tranftation of the holy crown, &c. from Couftantinople 

T 4 to 
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negotiation was attended with fome delicacy. In 
the purchafe of relics the faint would have 
Itartcd at the guilt of fimony : but if the mode of 
expreffion w'ere changed, he might lawfully repay 
the debt, accept the gift, and acknowledge the 
obligation. His ambaifadors, two Dominicans, 
were difpatched to Venice, to redeem and re- 
ceive the holy crown, which had efcaped the 
dangers of the lea and the gallies of Vetaces. 
On opening a wooden box, they recognized 
the feals of the doge and barons, which were 
applied on a flirine of lilver : and within this 
llnine the monument of the Paflion was en- 
cloled in a golden vafe. The reluctant Venetians 
yielded to juftice and power, the Emperor Fre- 
deric granted a free and honourable paffage, the 
court of France advanced as far as Troyes in 
Champagne, to meet with devotion this ineflim- 
able relic: it was borne in triumph through Paris 
by the King himfelf, barefoot, and in his fhirt ; 
and a free gift of ten thoufand marks of filver 
reconciled Baldwin to his lofs. The fuccels of 
this traniaetion tempted the Latin Emperor to 
offer with the fame generofity the remaining fur- 
niture of his chapel sz ; a large and authentic por- 
tion of the true crofs ; the baby-linen of the Son 
of God, the lance, the fponge, and the chain, 
of his Paflion, the rod of Mofes, and part of 

to Paris, See Ducange (Hift. de C. P. l.iv. c. n — 14. 24. 35.) and 
Fleury (Hilt. Ecclef. tom. xvii. p. 201 — 204.). 

s • Melanges tires d’une grande Bibliotheque, tom.xliii. p. 201 — 205. 
The Lutrin of Boileau exhibits the infide, the foul and manners of the 
Stfinte Chapeilt ; and many fa<Sis relative to the inftitution arc col- 
■ledled and explained by his commentators, Broflette and de St. Marc. 

the 
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the flcull of St. John the baptift. For the recep- c 11 a p. 
tion of thefe fpiritual treafures, twenty thoufanti . . 

marks were expended by St. Louis on a ftately 
foundation, the holy chapel of Paris, on which 
the tnufe of Boileau has bellowed a comic im- 
mortality. The truth of fuch remote and ancient 
relics, which cannot be proved by any human 
teflimony, muft be admitted by thofe who be- 
lieve in the miracles which they have performed. 

About the middle of the lafi age an inveterate 
ulcer was touched and cured by an holy prickle 
of the holy crown 33 ; the prodigy is attested by 
the moll pious and enlightened Chriftians of 
France; nor will the fact be eafily difproved, ex- 
cept by thofe who are armed with a general anti- 
dote againll religious credulity 5+ . 

The Latins of Conftantinople 55 were on all Progrefsof 
tides encompaffed and prefled ; their 1‘ole hope, the ^ r ^ eks » 

the laft delay of their ruin, was in the divifion of u, 7 

their Greek and Bulgarian enemies ; and of this lz6z ‘ 


'■ 3 Jt was performed A.D. 1656, March 24? on the niece of Pafcal ; 
and that fuperior genius, with Araaule, Nicole, &e. were on the ipot 
to believe and attefl a miracle which confounded the Jefuits, and faved 
Port. Novel (Oeuvres de Racine, tom. vi. p.176 — 187, in his elo- 
quent Hiftory of Port Royal). 

5 * Voltaire (Siecle de Louis XIV. c. 37. Oeuvres, tom. ix. p. 178, 
179.) flrivcs to invalidate the fatfl : but Hume (E flays, vol. ii. p.483* 
484.), with more (kill and luccefs, feizes the battery, and turns the 
cannon agairift his enemies. 

The gradual Ioffes of the Latins may he traced in the third, fourth* 
and fifth books of the compilation of Ducange; but of the Greek con- 
quell he has dropped many circumflances, which may be recovered 
from the large hiftory of George Acropolita ; and the three firft books 
of Nicephorus Gregoras, two writers of the Byzantine ieries, who 
have had the good fortune to meet with learned editors, Leo Allatius 
at Rome, and John Bolvin in the Academy of Infcriptions of Paris. 

hope 
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chap, hope they were deprived by the fuperior arms and 

. L ^ J ‘ , policy of Vataces Emperor of Nice. From the 
Propontis to the rocky coaft of Pamphylia, Alia 
was peaceful and profperous under his reign: and 
the events of every campaign extended his in- 
fluence in Europe. The ftrong cities of the hills 
of Macedonia and Thrace were relcued from 
the Bulgarians ; and their kingdom was circum- 
fcribed by its prelent and proper limits, along the 
lo u them banks of the Danube. The foie Emperor 
of the Romans could no longer brook that a lord 
of Epirus, a Comnenian prince of the Welt, 
fliould prefume to difpute or fhare the honours of 
the purple ; and the humble Demetrius changed 
the colour of his bulkins; and accepted with gra- 
titude the appellation of defpot. His own iiibjeCts 
were exafperated by his balenels and incapacity : 
they implored the protection of their liiprcme 
lord. After fome reliltance, the kingdom of 
Theflalonica was united to the empire of Nice; 
and Vataces reigned without a competitor from 
the Turkilh borders to the Adriatic gulph. The 
princes of Europe revered his merit and power ; 
and had he fubferibed an orthodox creed, it fliould 
feem that the Pope would haveabandoned without 
reluctance the Latin throne of Conltantinople. 
But the death of Vataces, the Ihort and bufy 
reign of Theodore his fon, and the helplefs in- 
fancy of his grandfon John, fufpended the reltora- 
tion of the Greeks. In the next chapter I lhall 
explain their domeltic revolutions; in this place, 
it will be fufficient to obferve, that the young 
prince was oppreffed by the ambition of his guar- 
dian 
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ttian and colleague Michael Palaeologus, who c H A P. 

CJ O |» y 

displayed the virtues and vices that belong to ^ ■ 

the founder of a new dynalty. The Emperor Michael 
Baldwin had flattered himfelf that he might re- PaliC ' jlo_ 
cover fome provinces or cities by an important GreckEm- 
negociation. His ambalfadors were difmifled per ° r * 
from Nice with mockery and contempt. At I459 . 
every place which they named, Paheologus al- Dec * *• 
leged fome fpecial realon, which rendered it 
dear and valuable in his eyes : in the one he 
was born ; in another he had been firft pro- 
moted to military command ; and in a third he 
had enjoyed, and hoped long to enjoy, the plea- 
liires of the chafe. 44 And what then do you 
“ propole to give us ?” laid the altonillied de- 
puties. 44 Nothing,” replied the Greek, 44 not 
44 a foot of land. If your mailer be delirous of 
“ peace, let him pay me as an annual tribute the 
44 fum which he receives from the trade and 
44 cuftoms of Conllantinople. On thefe terms I 
44 may allow him to reign. If he refufes, it is 
44 war. I am not ignorant of the art of war, 

44 and I trull the event to God and my fword 5< ’.” 

An expedition againll the defpot of Epirus was 
the fil'd prelude of his arms. If a victory was 
followed by a defeat ; if the race of the Com- 
neni or Angeli furvived in thofe mountains his 
efforts and his reign ; tire captivity of Villehar- 
douin. Prince of Achaia, deprived the Latins * 
of the molt adtive and powerful vad’al of their 
expiring monarchy. The republics of Venice 


56 George Acropolita, c. 78. p. 89, 93. edit. Paris. 


and 
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c h A P. and Genoa difputed, in the firfl of their naval 
lxi. wars the command of the lea and the commerce 
' ' of the Ealt. Pride and in ter eft attached the 

Venetians to the defence of Conftantinople : 
their rivals were tempted to promote the deligns 
of her enemies, and the alliance of the Genoele 
with the fchilmatic conqueror provoked the in- 
dignation of the Latin church y '. 

ConftantU Intent on this great object, the Emperor 
nopio re- y-fjchael vjfited in n erfon, and ftrengthened the 

covered !>y . J . . , , r , 

theGreek', troops and fortifications in Thrace. The remains 
1261 of the Latins were driven from their Lift pollef- 
juiyjj* lions: he aflaulted without liiccels the lliburb 
ofGalata: and correfponded with a perfidious 
baron, who proved unwilling, or unable, to open 
the gates of the metropolis. The next fpring, his 
favourite general Alexius Strategopulus, whom 
he had decorated with the title of Ciefar, palled 
the Hellefpont with eight hundred horfe and 
fome infantry s % on a fecret expedition. His in- 
ftrudtions enjoined him to approach, to Jilten,to 
watch, but not to rilk any doubtful or dangerous 
enterprife againll the city. The adjacent terri- 
tory between the Propontis and the BlackSea, was 

v The Greeks, afliamed of any foreign aid, difguife the alliance 
and fuccour of the Genoele ; but the fa< 5 t is proved by the teftimony 
of J.Villani (Chron. 1 . vi. c. 71. in Muratori, Script, llerum Italic arum, 
tom. xiii. p. 202, 20 3.) and William de Nangis (Amt ales de St. Louis, 
p. 248. in the Louvre Joinville), two impartial foreigners ; and 
Urban IV. threatened to deprive Genoa of her archbifhop. 

Some precautions mult be ufed in reconciling the difeordant 
numbers ; the 800 foldiers of Nicetas, the 25,000 of Spandugino 
(apud. Ducange, I. v. c* 24.) ; the Greeks and Scythians of Acropo- 
lita ; and the numerous army of Michael, in the epiltles of Pope 
Urban IV. (i. 129.). 


culti- 
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cultivated byan hardy race ofpeafanisand outlaws, cha p. 
exerciled in arms, uncertain in their allegiance, , , 

but inclined by language, religion, and prefent 
advantage, to the party of the Greeks. They 
were ftyled the volunteers w : and by their free 
fervice the army of Alexius, with the regulars 
of Thrace and the Coman auxiliaries 60 , was aug- 
mented to the number of five-and-twenty thou- 
fand men. By the ardour of the volunteers, and 
by his own ambition, the Cadar was humiliated to 
difobey the precife orders of his mailer, in the 
juft confidence that fuccefs would plead his par- 
don and reward. The weaknefs of Conftantinople, 
and the diftrefs and terror of the Latins, were 
familiar to the obfervation of the volunteers: and 
they reprefented the prefent moment as the moll 
propitious to furprife and conqueft. A rafh youth, 
the new governor of the Venetian colony, had 
failed away with thirty gallies, and the bell of the 
French knights, on a wild expedition to Daph. 
nufia, a town on the Black Sea, at the diftance 
of forty leagues ; and the remaining Latins were 
without ftrength or fufpicion. They were in- 
formed that Alexius had palled the Hellelpont ; 
but their apprehenfions were lulled by the fmali- 
nefs of his original numbers; and their impru- 
dence had not watched the fubfequent increafe of 
his army. If he left his main body to fecond 


They are defcribed and named by Pachymer 

^L ii» c* 14*)* 

60 It is needlefs to feck thefe Comans in the deferts of Tartary, or 
even of Moldavia. A part of the hord had fubmitted to John Vataces, 
and was probably fettled as a nurfery of foldiers on fome wafte lands 
of Thrace (Cantacuzcn. Li. c. %.)• 


and 
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CHAP, and fitpport his operations, he might advance un- 

. LXI ‘ , perceived in the night with a chofen detach- 
ment. While fome applied fealing ladders to the 
lowed part of the walls, they were fecure of an 
old Greek, who would introduce their compa- 
nions through a fubterraneous paflage into his 
houfe ; they could foon on the infide break an 
entrance through the golden gate, which had 
been long obftrudted: and the conqueror would 
be in the heart of the city, before the Latins 
were confcious of their danger. After fome de- 
bate the Caefar religned himfelf to the faith of 
the volunteers ; they were trudy, bold, and luc- 
cefsful ; and in deferibing the plan, I have already 
related the execution and fuccefs But no 
fooner had Alexius palfed the threlhold of the 
golden gate, than lie trembled at his own rafh- 
nels; he pauled, he deliberated ; till the dcfpe- 
rate volunteers urged him forward, by the afl'ur- 
ance that in retreat lay the greated and mod 
inevitable danger. Whild the Caefar kept his 
regulars in firm array, the Comans difperled tliem- 
lelves on all fides ; an alarm was founded, and 
the threats of fire and pillage compelled the citi- 
zens to a decifive refolution. The Greeks of 
Conftantinople remembered their native fove- 
reigns ; the Genoele merchants their recent alli- 
ance and Venetian foes; every quarter was in 
arms ; and the air refounded with a general ac- 

r,r The lofs of Conftantinople is briefly told by the Latins : the con- 
queft is deferibed with more fatisfadlion by the Greeks ; by Acropolita 
(c. 85.). Pachymer (1. ii. c, 26, 27-), Nicephorus Gregoras (l.iv* c. i 5 
a.)* See ©ucajuge, Hill, de C.P. 1. y. c. 19 — *7. 

l6 
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clamation of “ Long life and victory to Michael chap. 
“ and John, the auguft Emperors of the lto- , , 

** mans!” Their rival, Baldwin, was awakened 
by the found j but the tnoft prefling danger could 
not prompt him to draw his fword in the defence 
of a city which he deferted, perhaps, with more 
pleafure than regret: he fled from the palace to 
the fea-fliore, where he delcried the welcome fails 
of the fleet returning from the vain and fruitlefs 
attempt on Daphnufia. Conflantinople was irre- 
coverably loft ; but the Latin Emperor and the 
principal families embarked on board the Vene- 
tian gallies, and fleered for the ifle of Euboea, 
and afterward for Italy, where the royal fugitive 
was entertained by the Pope and Sicilian King 
with a mixture of contempt and pity. From the 
lof’s of Conflantinople to his death he confumed 
thirteen years, foliciting the Catholic powders to 
join in his reftoration: the leffon had been fami- 
liar to his youth ; nor was his lafl exile more 
indigent or fhameful than his three former pil- 
grimages to the courts of Europe. His foil Philip 
was the heir of an ideal empire $ and thepreten- 
fions of his daughter Catharine were tranfported 
by her marriage to Charles of Valois, the brother 
of Philip the Fair, King of France. The houl'e of 
Courtenay was reprefented in the female line by 
fuccellive alliances, till the title of Emperor of 
Conflantinople, too bulky and fonorous for a 
private name, modeftly expired in filence and 
oblivion 

After 

61 See the three laft books ( 1 . v — viii.)> and the genealogical tables. 

Ducange. In the year 138Z1 the titular Emperor of Conftantinople 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

P. After this narrative of the expeditions of the 
Latins to Paleftine and Conltantinople, I cannot 
difmifs the l'ubject without revolving the general 

f confequences on the countries that were the 
fcene, and on the nations that were the actors, 
of thefe memorable crulades a . As foon as 'the 
arms of the Franks were withdrawn, the imprei- 
fion, though not the memory, was erafed in the 
Mahometan realms, of Egypt and Syria. The 
faithful difciples of the prophet were never 
tempted by a profane defire to ftudy the laws 
or language of the idolaters; nor did the fim- 
plicity of their primitive manners receive the 
flighted alteration from their intercourfe in 
peace and war with the unknown ftrangers of 
the Weft. The Greeks, who thought them- 
felves proud, but who were only vain, fliowed 
a difpofition fomewliat lefs inflexible. In the 
efforts for the recovery of their empire they 
emulated the valour, difcipline, and tactics, of 
their antagonift. The modern literature of 
the Weft they might juftly delpife ; but its free 
fpirit would inftrufil them in the rights of man ; 
and fome inftitutions of public and private life 
were adopted from the French. The correlpon- 
dence of Conltantinople and Italy diff'ufed the 

was James de Baux, duke of Andria in the kingdom of Naples, the 
fon of Margaret, daughter of Catherine de Valois, daughter of Catha- 
rine, daughter of Philip, ion of Baldwin 1 /. (Ducangc, 1 . viti. c. 37, 38.). 
It is uncertain whether he left any pofterity. 

63 Abulfeda, who faw the conclufion of the crufades, fpeaks of the 
kingdoms of the Franks, and thoi'e of the Negroes, as equally unknown 
(Prolegom. ad Geograph.). Had he not difdained the Latin language, 
hovr cafdy might the Syrian prince have found books and interpreters ? 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the Latin tongue; and feveral of the chap. 
fathers and dallies were at length honoured with ■ . 

a Greek verlion fi \ But the national and reli- 
gious prejudices of the Orientals were inflamed 
by perfecution-; and the reign of the Latins con- 
firmed the feparation of the two churches. 

If we compare, at the ajra of the crufades, the 
Latins of Europe with the Greeks and Arabians, 
their refpeCtive degrees of knowledge, indultry, 
and art, our rude anceftors mult be content with 
the third rank in the fcale of nations. Their 
fuccelfive improvement and prefent fuperiority 
maybe aferibed to a peculiar energy of chara6ter, 
to an aCtive and imitative fpirit., unknown to their 
more polilhed rivals, who at that time were in a 
ftationary or retrograde Hate. With fuch a dil- 
polition, the Latins fhould have derived the moll 
early and eflential benefits from a feries of events 
which opened to their eyes the profpeCt of the 
world, and introduced them to a long and fre- 
quent intercourfe with the more cultivated re- 
gions of the Ealt. The firlt and molt obvious 
progrefs was in trade and manufactures, in the 
arts which are ltrongly prompted by the third 
of wealth, the calls of neceflity, and the gratifica- 
tion of the fenfe or vanity. Among the crowd of 
unthinking fanatics, a captive or a pilgrim might 

64 A ihort and fuperficial account of thefe verfions from Latin into 
Greek, is given by Huet (de Interpretatione et de Claris Jnterpretibus, 
p. 1 3 1— 135.)* Maximus Planudes, a monk of Conftantinople 
(A. D* 1327 — 1353) has tranflated Cafar’s Commentaries, the Som- 
nium Scipionis, the Metamorphofes and Ileroides of Ovid, &c. (Fa- 
bric. Bib. Graec. tom.x. p» 533 *)- 

YOU XI. 
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C lxi P foretimes obferve the fuperior refinements of 
■ — ■ Cairo and Conflantinople : the firft importer of 

wind-mills 65 was the benefactor of nations j and 
if fucli bleflings are enjoyed without any grate- 
ful remembrance, hiftory has condefcended to 
notice the more apparent luxuries of filk and 
fugar, which were tranfported into Italy from 
Greece and Egypt. But the intellectual wants 
of the Latins were more flowly felt and fupplied ; 
the ardour offludious curiofity was awakened in 
Europe by different caufes and more recent 
events ; and, in the age of the crufades, they 
viewed with carelefs indifference the literature 
of the Greeks and Arabians. Some rudiments 
of mathematical and medicinal knowledge might 
be imparted in practice and in figures ; neceffity 
might produce fome interpreters for the groff'er 
bufmefs of merchants and fokliers ; but the com- 
merce of the Orientals had not difmfed the ftudy 
and knowledge of their languages in the fchools 
of Europe M . If a similar principle of religion 
repul fed. the idiom of the Koran, it fhould have 
excited their patience and curiofity to under- 
fland the original text of the Gofpel ; and the 
fame grammar would have unfolded the fenfe of 
Plato and the beauties of Homer. Yet in a reiern 

O 

€s Windmills, fall invented in the dry country of Afu Minor, were 
ufed in Normandy as early as the year 1105 (Vie privee des Francois, 
tom. i. p. 42, 43. Ducange, GlofT. Latin, tom.iv. p, 474.). 

61 Seethe complaints of Roger Bacon (Biographia Britannica, vol. i. 
p.418: Kippis’s edition). If Bacon himfelf, or Gerbert, underftood 
fome Greek, they were prodigies, and owed nothing to the commerce 
of the Baft. 


of 
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of fixty years, the Latins of Conftantinople dii- CHAP, 
dained the lpeech and learning of their fubje&s; , . 

and the manufcriptSAVcre the only treafureswhich 
the natives might enjoy without rapine or envy. 

Ariftotle was indeed the oracle of the Weltem 
Univerfities, but it was a barbarous Ariftotle ; 
and, inftead of afeending to the fountain head, 
his Latin votaries humbly accepted a corrupt 
and remote verfion from the Jews and Moors 
of Andalufia. The principle of the crufades 
was a lavage fanaticifm ; and the molt import- 
ant effects were analogous to the caufe. Each 
pilgrim was ambitious to return with his facred 
lpoils, the relics of Greece and Palelline 67 ; 
and each relic was preceded and followed by a 
train of miracles and vifions. The belief of the 
Catholics was corrupted by new legends, their 
practice by new fuperftitions ; and the eftablilh- 
ment of the inquifition, the mendicant orders of 
monks and friars, the laft abide of indulgences, 
and the final progrefs of idolatry, flowed from 
the baleful fountain of the holy war. The active 
fpirit of the Latins preyed on the vitals of their 
reafon and religion ; and if the ninth and tenth 
centures were the times of darknefs, the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth were the age ofabfurdity 
and fable. 

In the profeffion of Chriftianity, in the culti- 
vation of a fertile land, the northern conquerors 

^ Such was the opinion of the great Leibnitz (Oeuvres de Fontenelle, 
tom,v. p, 458.), a mailer oi the. hifltory of the middle ages* I lhall 
only inflance the pedigree of the Carmelites, and the flight of the 
houfe of Loretta, which were both derived from Palcftine. 


V 2 
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c h A P. of the Roman empire infenfibly mingled tvith 
Lxr. t | lc px'ovinciids, and rekindled the embers of 
the arts of antiquity. Their fettlements about 
the age of Charlemagne had acquired fome 
degree of order and liability, when they were 
overwhelmed by new lwarms of invaders, the 
Normans, Saracens 68 , and Hungarians, who re- 
plunged the wedern countries of Europe into 
their former Rate of anarchy and barbarifm. 
About the eleventh century, the leconil tem- 
ped had fubiided by the expulfion or converlion 
of the enemies of Chridendoui : the tide of 
civilization which had fo long ebbed, began 
to flow with a deadv and accelerated courfe ; 
and a fairer profpeet was opened to the hopes 
and efforts of the riling generations. Great 
was the increafe, and rapid the progrefs, dur- 
ing the two hundred years of the crulades ; 
and fome philofophers have applauded the pro- 
pitious influence of thefe holy wars, which ap- 
pear to me to have checked rather than for- 
warded the maturity of' Egypt The lives and 
labours of millions, which were buried in the 
Kail, would have been more profitably employed 
in the improvement of their native country : the 
accumulated dock of induftry and wealth would 


If 1 rank the Saracens with the Barbarians, it is only relative t© 
their wars, or rather inroads, in Italy and France, where their foie 
purpofe was to plunder and deftroy. 

19 On this interefting fubje&j the progrefs of fociety in Eu- 
rope, a ftrong ray of philofophical light has broke from Scotland 
in our own times ; and it is with private, as well as public 
regard, that I repeat the names of Hume> Ilobertfon, and Adam 
Smith. 

have 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


have overflowed in navigation and trade : and c n 

the Latins would have been enriched and en- , ' 

lightened by a pure and friendly correlpondence 
with the climates of the Kail. In one re (peel I 
can indeed perceive the accidental operation of 
the crufades, not fo much in producing a bene- 
fit as in removing an evil. The larger portion of 
the inhabitants of Europe was chained to the 
foil, without freedom, or property, or know- 
ledge; and the two orders of ecclefiaflics and 
nobles, whole numbers were comparatively final!, 
alone deferred the name of citizens and men. 
This oppreflive fyftem was fupported by the arts 
of the clergy and the fwords of the barons. The 
authority of the priefts operated in the darker 
ages as a falutary antidote : they prevented the 
total extinction of letters, mitigated the ficrce- 
nefs of the times, fheltered the poor and dcfence- 
lefs, and preferved or revived the peace and order 
of civil fociety. But the independence, rapine, 
and difeord, of the feudal lords, were unmixed 
with any femblancc of good ; and every hope of 
industry and improvement was endhed by the 
iron weight of the martial ariflocracy. Among 
the caufes that undermined that Gothic edifice, a 
confpicuous place mull he allowed to the cru- 
fades. The eflates of the barons were diflipated, 
and their race were often extinguifhed, in thefe 
coftly and perilous expeditions. Their poverty 
extorted from their pride thole charters of free- 
dom which unlocked the fetters of the flave, fe- 
cured the farm of the peafant and the lhop of the 
artificer, and gradually reflored a fubftance and 

u 3 a foul 
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chap, a foul to the molt numerous and ufeful part of 
LXI ' the community. The conflagration which de~ 
itroyed the tall and barren trees of the for ell, gave 
air and fcope to the vegetation of the fmaller and 
nutritive plants of the foil. 


Digrcfliou on the Family oj' Courtenay. 


THE purple of three Emperors who have 
reigned at Conltantinople, will authorife or ex- 
cufe a digreffion on the origin and fingular 
fortunes of the houfe of Courtenay 7 °, in the 
three principal branches, i. Of Edelfa ; 11. Of 
France; and III. of England; of which the lalt 
only has furvived the revolutions of eight hundred 


Origin of 
the family 
of Courte- 
nay, 

A. D. 


years. 

1. Before the introduction of’ trade, which 
fcatters riches, and of knowledge, which dilpels 
prejudice, the prerogative of birth isinolt ftrongly 
felt and molt humbly acknowledged. In every 
age, the laws and manners of the Germans have 
diferiminated the ranks of fociety : the dukes 
and counts, who Ihared the empire of Charle- 


magne, converted their office to an inheritance ; 
and to his children, each feudal lord bequeathed 


7 I have applied* hut not confined, myitlf to A genealogical Hiftory 
of the noble and Uiufrious Family of Courtenay, hy Ezra C/tavelant /> 
Tutor to Sir William Courtenay, and Reft or of Ho nit on ; Exon* 17.35. 
ui folio* The licit part is extracted from William of Tyre ; the fe~ 
concl from Eouchet’s French hiftory ; and the third from various me- 
morials, public, provincial, and private, of the Courtenays of Devon* 
ihinu The rector of lloniton has more gratitude than induftry, and 
menu hid miry than criticifm. 
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his honour and his fword. The proudeft families CHAP. 

1 T Vf 

are content to lofe, in the darknefs of the middle ■ ' * . 

ages, the tree of their pedigree, which, how- 
ever deep and lofty, muft ultimately rife from a 
plebeian root; ‘and their hiflorians muft defcend 
ten centuries below the Chriftian aera, before they 
can afcertain any lineal fuccefiion by the evidence 
of furnames, of arms, and of authentic records. 

With the firfl rays of light we difcern the no- 
bility and opulence of Atho, a French knight : 
his nobility in the rank and title of a namelefs 
father : his opulence, in the foundation of the 
cattle of Courtenay in the diftri6t of Gatinois, 
about fifty-fix miles to the fbuth of Paris. From 
the reign of Robert, the fon of Hugh Capet, the 
barons of Courtenay are confpicuous among the 
immediate vaflals of the crown, and Jofcelin, the 
grandfon of Atho and a noble dame, is enrolled 
among the heroes of the firfl crufade. A domett 
tic alliance, (their mothers were fitters) attached 
him to the ftandard of Baldwin of Bruges, the T ‘ The „ 

n i h i f\* • n /* i . counts of 

fecond count or Jbdeila; a princely net, which lie Kdefla, 
was worthy to receive, and able to maintain, an- AD - 
nounces the number of his martial followers ; llS2 . 
and after the departure of his coufin, Jofcelin 
him lei f was inverted with the county of Edeliiion 
both fides of the Euphrates. By the (Economy in 
peace, his territories were replenifhed with Latin 
and Syrian fubjeels ; his magazines with corn, 

v The primitive record of the family, is a paflagc of the continuator 
oF Almoin, a monk of Fleury, who wrote in the xiith century. See 
Chronicle, in the Iliftorians of France (tom. xi. p. 276.). 

U 4 
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chap, wine, and oil ; his caftles with gold and filve*V 

, with arms and horfes. In a holy warfare of 

thirty years, he was alternately a conqueror and 
a captive : but he died like a foldier, in an horfe- 
litter at the head of his troops ; and his laft 
glance beheld the flight of the Turkifh invaders 
who had prefumed on his age and infirmities. 
His fon, and fucceffor, of the fame name, was 
lefs deficient in valour than in vigilance ; but 
he fometimes forgo t that dominion is acquired 
and maintained by the fame arts. He challenged 
the hoflility of the Turks, without fecuring the 
friendfhip of the prince of Antioch ; and amidft 
the peaceful luxury of Turbelfel, in Syria 7 % 
Jofcelin neglchted the defence of the Chriltian 
frontier beyond the Euphrates. In his abfcnce, 
Zenghi, the firfl of the Atabeks, befieged and 
ftormed his capital, EdefTa, which was feebly de- 
fended by a timorous and difloyal crowd of Ori- 
entals ; the Franks were opprefied in a bold at- 
tempt for its recovery, and Courtenay ended his 
days in the prifon of Aleppo. He ftill left a fair 
and ample patrimony. But the victorious Turks 
opprefl'ed on all tides the weaknefs of a widow 
and orphan ; and for the equivalent of an an- 
nual penfion, they refigned to the Greek Emperor 
the charge of defending, and the fhame of lofing, 
the laft relics of the Latin conqueft. The coun- 
tefs dowager of Edefla retired to Jerufalem with 
her two children j the daughter, Agnes, became 

7: Turbeflel, or as it is now ftyled Telbe/her, is fixed by d’Anville 
four-and-twenty miles from the great paflage over the Euphrates at 
Zeugma. 


the 
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the wife and mother of a king; the fon, Jofcelin 
the third, accepted the office of fenefchal, the 
firft of the kingdom, and held his new eftates in 
Paleftine by the fervice of fifty knights. His 
name appears \vith honour in all the tranfactions 
of peace and war; but he finally vanifties in the 
fall of Jerufalem ; and the name of Courtenay, in 
this branch of Edeffa, was loft by the marriage 
of his two daughters with a French and a Ger- 
man baron ”. 

II. While Jofcelin reigned beyond the Eu- 
phrates, his elder brother Milo, the fon of Jofce- 
lin, the fon of Atho, continued, near the Seine, 
to pofiels the cattle of their fathers, which was at 
length inherited by ltainaud, or Reginald, the 
youngeft of his three foils. Examples of genius 
or virtue mutt be rare in the annals of the oldetl 
families ; and, in a remote age, their pride will 
embrace a deed of rapine and violence ; fucli, 
however as could not *bc perpetrated without 
fome fuperiority of courage, or, at leaft, of power. 
A defcendant of Reginald of Courtenay may blufh 
for the public robber, who ftripped and impri- 
foned feveral merchants, after they had fatisfied 
the king’s duties, at Sens and Orleans. He will 
glory in the offence, lince the bold offender could 
not be compelled to obedience and reftitution,till 
the regent and the Count of Champagne prepared 


7i His poflefiions are diftinguifhed in the Aflifes of Jerufalem (0.3 a 6.) 
among the feudal tenures of the kingdom, which muft therefore have 
been colle&ed between the years 1153 and 1x87. His pedigree may 
be found in the Lignages d’Outremer, c* 16. 
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CHAP, to march again ft him at the head of an army 
. LXf ' . Reginald beftowed his eftates on his eldeft daugh- 
Their ai- ter, and his daughter on the feventh fon of King 
theroyIi Uh Louis the Fat ; and their marriage was crowned 
family, with a numerous offspring. We might expert 

tiso that a private ftioukl liave merged in a royal 

name ; and that the defendants of Peter of 
France and Elizabeth of Courtenay would have 
enjoyed the title and honours of princes of the 
blood. But this legitimate claim was long neg- 
lected and finally denied ; and the cauf’es of their 
difgrace will rep relent the ftory of this fecond 
branch. 1. Of all the families now extant, the 
molt ancient, doubtlefs, and the molt illuftrious, 
is the houfe of France, which has occupied the 
fame throne above eight hundred years, and de- 
fends in a clear and lineal feries of males, from 
the middle of the ninth century”. In the age 

of 


■> The rapine and fatisfatflion of Reginald de Courtenay, are prepof- 
teroully arranged in the epiftles of the abbot and regent Suger (cxiv. 
cxvi.), the heft memorials of the age (Duchefne, Scriplores Hilt. Franc, 
tom. iv. p. 530.). 

75 In the beginning of the xith century, after namingthe father and 
grandfather of Hugh Capet, the monk Glaber is obliged to add, cujus 
genus valde in-ante repent ur obfeururn. Yet we are aflured that the 
great grandfather of Hugh Capet, was Robert the Strong, Count of 
Anjou (A. D. 86,; — 873), a noble Frank of Neufiria, Ntuftricus . . » 
generofee ftirpis, who was (lain in the defence of his country againft 
the Normans, dum patriae fines tuebatur. Beyond Robert, all is con- 
jecture or fable. It is a probable conjecture, that the third race de- 
feended from the fecond by Childebrand, the brother of Charles Martel. 
It is an abfurdfable, that the fecond was allied to the fir ft by the mar- 
riage of Aufbeit, a Roman fenator and theanceftor of St. Arnoul, with 
Blitilde, a daughter of Clotairc I. The Saxon origin of the houfe of 
France is an ancient but incredible opinion. See a judicious memoir 
of M. de Fonceraagne (Memoires de l’Acadamie des Inferiptions, 

tom. 
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of tiie crufades, it was already revered both in the 
Eaft and Weft. But from Hugh Capet to the 
marriage of Peter, no more than five reigns or 
generations had elapfed; and fo precarious was 
their title, that* the eklefl foils, as a neceflary pre- 
caution, were previoufly crowned during the life- 
time of their fathers. The peers of France have 
long maintained their precedency before the 
younger branches of the royal line; nor had the 
princes of the biood, in the twelfth century, ac- 
quired that hereditaryluftre which is now diffufecl 
over the remote candidates for the fucceflion. 
2. The barons of Courtenay muft have flood high 
in their own eflimation, and in that of the world, 
fince they could impofe on the foil of a king 
the obligation of adopting for himfelf and all his 
defcendants the name and arms of their daughter 
and his wife. In the marriage of an heirels with 
her inferior or her equal, Inch exchange was often 
required and allowed : but as they continued to 
diverge from the regal item, the foils of Louis the 
Fat were infenfibly confounded with their ma- 
ternal anceftors; and the new Courtenays might 
delerve to forfeit the honours of their birth, 
which a motive of interefi had tempted them to 
renounce. 3. The fhame was far more perma- 
uent than the reward, and a momentary blaze 
was followed by a long darknefs. The elded ion 
of thefe nuptials, Peter of Courtenay, had mar- 
ried, as I have already mentioned, the filter of the 

t 

tom. xx. n- 548 — 570.). He had promiied to declare his own opinion 
in a tecoiul memoir, which has never appeared- 
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A P. counts of Flanders, the two firft emperors of 
k1, , Conltantinople: he raflily accepted the invitation 
of the barons of Romania; his two fons, Robert 
and Baldwin, fuccefiively held and loft the remains 
of the Latin empire in the Eaft and the grand- 
daughter of Baldwin the fecond again mingled 
her blood with the blood of France and of Valois. 
To fupport the expences of a troubled and tranli- 
torv reign, their patrimonial cflates were mort- 
gaged or fold; and the laft emperors of Conftan- 
tinople depended on the annual charity of Rome 
and Naples. 

While the elder brothers diflipated their wealth 
in romantic adventures, and the cattle of Cour- 
tenay was profaned by a plebeian owner, the 
younger branchesof that adopted name were pro- 
pagated and multiplied. But their fplcndour was 
clouded by poverty and time: after the deceafe of 
Robert, great butler of France, they defeended. 
from princes to barons: the next generations 
were confounded with the fi tuple gentry; the de- 
feendants of Hugh Capet could no longer be vifi- 
ble in the rural lords of Tanlay and of Champig- 
nelles. r l he more adventurous embraced with- 
out diflionour the profeflion of a foldier: the leaft 
active and opulent might fink, like their couiins 
of the branch of Dreux, into the condition of 
peafants. Their royal defeent, in a dark period 
of four hundred years, became each day more 
obfolete and ambiguous; and their pedigree, in- 
ftead of being enrolled in the annals of the king- 
dom, mull be painfully fearched by the minute 
diligence of heralds and genealogifts. Tt was not 

till 
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till the end of the lixteenth century, on the accef- chap. 
lion of a family ahnoft as remote as their own, , 

that the princely lpirit of the Courtenays again 
revived; and the queltion of the nobility, pro- 
voked them to, afiert the royalty, of their blood. 

They appealed to the juftice and compafiion of 
Henry the Fourth; obtained a favourable opinion 
from twenty lawyers of Italy and Germany, and 
niodeflly compared theinfelvcs to the defeendant 
of King David, whole prerogatives were not im- 
paired by the lapfe of ages or the trade of a car- 
penter 7 > . But every ear was deaf, and every cir- 
cumftance was adverfe, to their lawful claims. 

The Bourbon kings were jultilied by the neglect 
of the Valois : the princes of the blood, more re- 
cent. and lofty, difdained the alliance of this 
humble kindred : the parliament without deny- 
ing their proofs, eluded a dangerous precedent 
by an arbitrary diltinfition, and eftablilhed 
.St. Louis as the fir It father of the roval line 77 . 

A repe- 


76 Of the various petitions, apologies, & c. publifhed by the prince fs 
of Courtenay, I have icon the three following, all in o< 5 lavo ; i.De 
Stirpe et Originc Domus tie Courtenay : addita funt Refponia ccleber- 
rimorum Europte Juriii.onfultorum ; Paris, 1607. 2. Reprefentation 

du Precede tenu a I’inltance faitftc devant le Roi, par Mcflieurs de 
Courtenay, pour la converlatioii tie l’iionneur et Dignitc tie leur 
Mail'on, tranche de la royalle Maiibn de France; a Paris, r6.iy, 
3. Reprefentation du fubjetSl qui a porte Meflieurs tie Salles et de Fra- 
ville, de la Maifon de Courtenay, a fe retirer hors du Koyaurne, 1 614. 
It was an homicide, for which the Courtenays expected to be par* 
doned, or tried, as princes of the blood. 

The fenfe of the parliaments is thus exprefled by Tlmaiiu" ; Prin- 
« ipi s uoinen nufquam in Gallia tributurn, nifi iis qui per inatres e regi* 
011s noitris origincm repetunt ; qui nunc tantum a Ludovico nono 
beatae memorise numerantur ; nam Cor t ins i et Droeenfes, a Ludovico 
T»flb genus uucentes, hodie inter cos minima recenfentur. A cliftinc- 

ticn 
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c H A P. A repetition of complaints anil protefts was re- 
L ^ r ‘ , pea ted ly di (regarded ; and the liopelcfs purfuit 
was terminated in the prelent century by the 
death of the laft male of the family 73 . Their 
painful and anxious lituation was alleviated by 
the pride of confcious virtue : they ftevnly re- 
jected the temptations of fortune, and favour ; 
and a dying Courtenay would have facrifieed 
his (bn, if the youth could have renounced for 
any temporal intereft, the right and title of a le- 
gitimate prince of the blood of France ;o . 
in. The III. According to the old regifter of Ford 
naptf Abbey, the Courtenays of Dcvonfiiire are de- 
EngUnd. feenued from Prince Floras, tlie lecond fon of 
Peter, and the grandfon of Louis the Fat 80 . 
This fable of the grateful or venal monks was too 
rcfpeeti'uily entertained by our antiquaries. 


tion of expediency, rather than jufiice. The fan&ity of Louis IX. 
could not inveft him with any fpecial prerogative, and all the defeeud- 
mils of Hugh Capet mult be included in his original compact with the 
l'rencii nation. 

78 The Tail male of the Courtenays was Charles Roger, who died in 
the year 1730? without leaving any fons. The laft female was He- 
lene de Courtenay, who married Louis de Beaufremont. Her title of 
Princeflc du Sang Royal de France, was fupprefied (February 7th 
1737) by an arrvt of the parliament of Paris. 

vs The lingular anecdote to which \ allude, is related in the Re- 
cueil <les Piece ; ‘ntaeffintes et pen comities (Macftrieht, 17S6, in 
4 vols. 1 a mo.) ; .rod the unknown editor quotes his author, who had 
received it from Helene de Courtenay, lVlarquile du Beaufreniont. 

* Dugilale AvIciialUcon AngJicanum, vol. i. p. 786. Yet this fable 
mull have been invented before the reign of Edward Hi. '1 lie pvo- 
fufe devotion of the three ftrft generations to J’ord abbey, was followed 
by opprefhon on one tide and ingratitude on the other ; and in the 
fixth generation, the monks ceafed to regilter the births, addons, and 
deaths of their patrons. 


CambdcH 
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Cambden 8 ' and Dugdale 88 : but it is lb clearly c 
repugnant to trutli and time, that the rational 
pride of the iiimily now refutes to accept this 
imaginary founder. Their moft faithful Ivifto- 
rians believe, that after giving his daughter to 
the King’s fon, Reginald of Courtenay abandon- 
ed his pofiefiions in France, and obtained from 
the Englilh monarch a fecond wife and a new 
inheritance. It is certain at lead, that Henry 
the Second difiinguifhed in his camps and coun- 
cils, Reginald, of the name and arms, and, as it 
may be fairly prefumed, of the genuine race of 
the Courtenays of France. The right of ward- 
Ihip enabled a feudal lord to reward his vaffal 
with the marriage and eitate of a noble heirefs ; 
and Reginald of Courtenay acquired a fair efta- 
blilhment in Devon (hire, where his pofterity lias 
been feated above fix hundred years Ss . From a 
Norman baron, Baldwin de Brioniis, w r ho had 
been inverted by the Conqueror, Hawile, the 
wife of Reginald, derived the honour of Oke- 
liampton, which was held by the fervice of 
ninety-three knights $ and a female might claim 
the many oSices of hereditary vifeount or iherirt’, 
and of captain of the royal caflle of Exeter. 
Their fon Robert married the filter of the Earl 


hl In bis Britannia, in the lit! of die earls of Devon fhire. His expi-eflion* 
e regio faiignme oitos crcdunt* betrays however forne doubt or fufpicioiu 
In his Baronage* P* i. p* 634, he refers to his own Monafriron. 
Should he not have corrected the regifter of Ford abbey, and annihi- 
lated the phantom b'Jorus, by the uncjucfliouable evidence of the 
French hiilorians ? 

Mj Bdides the third and moll valuable book of Cleaveb.nd’s Hi dory, 
i have confulted Dugdale, the father of our genealogical fbience 
(Baronage, P. i. p. 634 --^643-)' 

of 
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. of Devon ; at the end of a century, on the fail- 
ure of the family of Rivers 84 , his great grandfon, 
Hugh the Second, fucceeded to a title -which 
was ftill confidered as a territorial dignity : and 
twelve earls of Dcvonfhire, of the name of 
Courtenay, have flouriihed in a period of two 
hundred and twenty years. They were ranked 
among the chief of the barons of the realm; nor 
was it till after a ftrenuous difputc, that they 
yielded to the fief of Arundel, the fir It place in 
the parliament of England : their alliances were 
contracted with tire nobleft families, the Veres, 
Delpenfers, St. Johns, Talbots, liohun.s, and even 
the Plantagenets themfelves ; and in a contefi. 
with John of Lancafter, a Courtenay, Bifhop of 
London, ami afterwards Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, might be accufed of profane confidence in 
the ftrength and number of his kindred. In 
peace, the Earls of Devon refided in their nu- 
merous cattles and manors of the weft : their 
ample revenue was appropriated to devotion 
and hofpitality ; and the epitaph of Edward, fur- 
named, from his misfortune, the blind, from his 
virtues, the good, carl, inculcates with much in- 
genuity a moral lenience, which may howevqr 
be abufed by thoughtlefs generality. After a 
grateful commemoration of the fifty-five years 
of union and happinefs which he enjoyed with 
Mabel his wife, the good earl thus tpeaks from 
the tomb : 

f4 This great family, tie Ripuariis, de Redverf. de Rivers, ended in 
Edward the Firft\s time, in liabella de Fortibus, a famous and potent 
dowager, who long furvived her brother and hulband (Dugdale, Ba- 
ronage, P.i. p.254 — 257.), 

*5 
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What we gave, we have ; 

What we fpent, we had ; 

What we left, we loft* 5 . 

But their lojjes^i n this fenfe, were far fuperior to 
their gifts and expences; and their heirs, .not lefs 
than the poor, were the objects of their paternal 
care. The fums which they paid for livery 
and feifin, atteft the great riels of their poirel*- 
fions; and feveral eftates have remained in their 
family fince the thirteenth and fourteenth cen- 
turies. In war, the Courtenays of England ful- 
filled the duties, and deferred the honours, of 
chivalry. They were often entrufted to levy and 
command the militiaof Devonfliire andCornwali; 
they often attended their fupreme lord to the 
borders of Scotland : and in foreign fervice, for 
a ltipulated price, they fometimes maintained 
fourlcore men at arms and as many archers. By 
fea and land they fought under the ftandard of 
the Edwards and Henries: their names are eon- 
lpicuous in battles, in tournaments, and in the 
original lift of the order of the garter: three 
brothers ihared the Spanilh victory of the Black 
Prince ; and in the lapfe of fix generations, the 
Englilh Courtenays had learned to defpife the 
nation and country from which they derived their 
origin. In the quarrel of the two rofes, the Earls 
of Devon adhered to the houfe of Lancafter, and 



Bs Cleaveland, p. 14a. By fome it is affigned to a Rivers Earl of 
Devon : but the Englifti denotes the xvth, rather than the xiiith century. 

vol. xi. x three 


x 
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c H A P. tfiree brothers fucceffively died, either in the 
LXI - field or on theicaifold. Their honours and eflates 
were reftored by Henry the Seventh ; a daughter 
of Edward the Fourth was not difgraced by the 
nuptials of a Courtenay ; their fon, wlio was 
created Marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the favour of 
his coifhn Henry the Eighth ; and in the camp of 
Cloth of Gold, he broke a lance age in ft the 
French monarch. But the favour of Henry was 
the prelude of difgrace ; his difgrace was the 
fignal of death-; and of the vi6tims of the jealous 
tyrant, the Marquis of Exeter is one of the moll 
noble and guiltlefs. Ilis fon Edward lived a pri- 
foner in the Tower, and died an exile at Padua; 
and the fecret love of Queen Mary, whom he 
flighted, perhaps for the Princefs Elizabeth, has 
filed a romantic colour on the ftory of this beau- 
tiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were 
conveyed into ftrange families by the marriages 
of his four aunts ; and his perfonal honours, as 
if they had been legally extintfl, were revived by 
the patents of fuccccding princes. But there {till 
fiirvived a lineal defcendant of Hugh the firft Earl 
of Devon, a younger branch of the Courtenays, 
wlio have been feated at Powderluvm cattle above 
four hundred years from the reign of Edward the 
Third to the prefen t hour. Their eftates have 
been incrcafed by the grant and improvement of 
lands in Ireland, and they have been recently re- 
ftored to the honours of the peerage. Yet the 
Courtenays ftill retain the plaintive motto, which 
aflerts the innocence, and deplores the fall, of 

their 
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their ancient houfe s6 . While they ligh for paft CHAP, 
greatnefs, they are doubtlefs fenlible of prelent . L ^ CL . 
blelfings: in the long feries of the Courtenay an- 
nals, the molt fplendid ana is likewife the molt 
unfortunate; noi* can an opulent peer of Britain 
be inclined to envy the emperors of Coi^mti- 
nople, who wandered over Europe to folicit alms 
for the fupport of their dignity and the defence 
of their capital. 


66 Ubi lapfus ! Quid feci ? a motto which was probably adopted by 
the Powderham branch, after the lofs of the earldom of Devonffiire, 
&c. The primitive arms of the Courtenays were, or, three torteauxf 
gules , which feern to denote their affinity with Godfrey of Bouillon? 
and the ancient counts of Boulogne* 
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CHAP. LXII. 

* 

The Greek Emperors of Nice and Conjlantina- 
plMl — Elevation and Reign of Michael Pa- 
Iceologus. — His falfe Union with the Pope 
arid the Latin Church. — Hof He Defgns of ’ 
Charles of Anjou. — Revolt of Sicily. — War 
of the Catalans in Afia and Greece. . — Revo- 
lutions and prefent State of Athens. 

C lxu P lofs of Conftantinople reftored a mo- 

mentary vigour to the Greeks. From 
Reftoration ^] le j r palaces, the princes and nobles were 
Greek em- driven into the field ; and the fragments of the 
P‘ re * falling monarchy were grafped by the hands of 
the molt vigorous or the moft fkilful candidates. 
In the long and barren pages of the Byzantine 
annals it would not be an eafy talk to ecpial the 
Lafcaris, two charadters of Theodore Lafcaris and John 
A.D. Ducas Vataces % who replanted and upheld the 
Roman ftandard at Nice in Bithynia. The dif- 
ference of their virtues was happily fuited to the 

1 For the reigns of the Nicene emperors, more efpecially of John 
Vataces and his fon, their minifter, George Acropohta, is the only genu- 
ine contemporary ; hut George Pachymer returned to Conftantinople 
with the Greeks at the age of nineteen (Hanckrus, de Script. Byzant. 
c. 33, 34. p.564 — 578. Fabric. Bibliot. Graec. tom. vi. p.488 — 
460.). Yet the hiftory of Nicephorus Gregoras, though of the xivth 
century, is a valuable narrative from the taking of Conftantinople by 
the Latins. 

* Nicephorus Gregoras (l.ii. c. 1.) diftinguifhes between the o|na 
opfxrj of Lafcaris, and the zvr&Qein of Vataces* The two portraits are 
in a very good ftyle* 

1 2 diverfity 
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diverfity of their fituation. In his firft efforts, G H A’P. 

the fugitive Lafcaris commanded only three cities LXH * 

- ** 1111 # 

and two thoufand foldiers : his reign was the 
feafon of generous and active defpair : in every 
military operation he flaked his life and crown ; 
and his enemies, of the Hellefpont and the Mar- 
auder, were furprifed by his celerity .and 1‘dSdued 
by his boldnefs. A victorious reign of eighteen 
years expanded the principality of Nice to the 
magnitude of an empire. The throne of his fuc- JohnDuca* 
ceffor and fon-in-law Vataces was founded on a '^d. 
more folid balls, a larger fcope, and more plen- — 
tiful refources ; and it was the temper, as well as oafjo. 
the intereft, of Vataces to calculate the rifle, to 
expert the moment, and to enfure the fuccefs, 
of his ambitious defigns. In the decline of the 
Latins, I have briefly expofed the progrefs of the 
Greeks ; the prudent and gradual advances of a 
conqueror, who, iq a reign of thirty-three years, 
refeued the provinces from national and foreign 
ufurpers, till he preffed on all fides the Imperial 
city, a leaflefs and faplefs trunk, which muft fall 
at the firft ftroke of the axe. But his interior 
and peaceful adminiflration is flill more deferv- 
ing of notice and praife 3 . The calamities of 
the times had wafted the numbers and the fub- 
flance of the Greeks : the motives and the means 
of agriculture were extirpated ; and the mofl 
fertile lands were left without cultivation or in- 
habitants. A portion of this vacant property 

3 Pachytner, I. i. c. *3, *4. Nic. Greg. 1 . ii. c. 6. The reader 
of the Ryzantines muft obferve how rarely we are indulged with fucb 
precious details. 
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chap, was occupied and improved by' the command, 
. . and for the benefit, of the Emperor : a powerful 

hand and a vigilant eye fupplied and furp'affed, 
by a fkilful management, the minute diligence 
of a private farmer: the royal .domain became 
the garden and granary of Alia ; and without 
impo#rilhing the people, the fovereign acquired 
a fund of innocent and productive wealth. 
According to the nature of the foil, his lands 
were town with corn or planted with vines : the 
paftures were, filled with horfes and oxen, with 
Iheep and hogs ; and when Vataces prefented 
to the Emprels a crown of diamonds and pearls, 
he informed her with a fmile, that this precious 
ornament arofe from the fale of the eggs of his 
innumerable poultry. The produce of his do- 
main was applied to the maintenance of his 
palace and hofpitals, the calls of dignity and 
benevolence : the lefl’on was Hill more ufcful 
than the revenue $ the plough was reftored to 
its ancient fecurity and honour ; and the nobles 
were taught to feek a lure and independent re- 
venue from their e%tes, inltead of adorning 
their fplendid beggary by the oppreffion of the 
people, or (what is almolt the lame) by the fa- 
vours of the court. The fuperfluous Hock of 
corn and cattle was eagerly purchafed by the 
Turks, with whom Vataces preferved a ftriCt 
and fincere alliance ; but he difcouraged the im- 
portation of foreign manufactures, the coftly 
lilks of the Eall, and the curious labours of the 
Italian looms. “ The demands of nature and 
“ necefiity,” was he accuftomed to fay, “ are 
i “Jndif- 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


** indifpcnfable ; but the influence of fafliion c II A P. 
“ may rife and fink at the breath of a monarch , 

and both his precept and example recommended 
fimplicity of manners and the ufe of domeftic 
induflry. The education of youth and the re- 
vival of learning were the molt ferious* objects 
of his care; and, without deciding the*prece- 
dency, he pronounced with truth, that a prince 
and a philofopher 4 are the two niofl eminent 
characters of human fociety. His fir ft wife was 
Irene, the daughter of Theodore Lafcaris, a 
woman more illuftrious by her perfonal merit, 
the milder virtues of her fex, than by the blood 
of the Angel i and Comneni, that flowed in her 
veins, and tranfmitted the inheritance of the 
empire. After her death he was contracted to 
Anne, or Conftance, a natural daughter of the 
Emperor Frederic the fecond ; but as the bride 
had not attained the years of puberty, Vataces 
placed in his folitary bed an Italian damfel of 
her train ; and his amorous weaknefs bellowed 
on the concubine the honours, though not the 
title, of lawful emprefs.. His frailty was cen- 
fured as a flagitious and damnable lin by the 
monks ; and their rude inveClives excrcifed and 
difplayed the patience of the royal lover. A phi- 
lofophic age may excufe a Angle vice, which was 
redeemed by a crowd of virtues ; and in the re- 
view of bis faults, and the more intemperate 
paflions of Lafcaris, the judgment of their con- 

4 Movoi yoig »7rxvrsav atv9gu ovojjux^oTCcrot fiomXsu.: xoa tyXoTofos 
(Greg. Acropol. c. 3 a.) The emperor, in a familiar converiation, 
examined and encouraged the ftudies of hi$ future logothete. 

X 4 tempo- 
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c H'A p. temporaries was fof'tened by gratitude to fhe fe- 
. LXII ‘ . . cond founders of the empire 5 . The (laves of the 
Latins, without law or peace, applauded the 
happinefs of their brethren who had refumed 
their national freedom ; and Vataces employed 
the laudable policy of convincing the Greeks of 
every dominion that it was their interell to be 
enrolled in the number of his fubjedts. 

Theodore A drong (hade of degeneracy is vifible between 
11 do ^ in Yataces and his Ion Theodore; between 
Iiss ‘ the founder who fuftained the weight, and the 
° A d — * ie * r W ^ 10 en J°.y ed die fplendour, of the Imperial 
I2S9 ‘ crown Yet the character of Theodore was not 
Auguft. devoid of energy ; he had been educated in the 
fchool of his father, in the exercife of war and 
hunting : Conftantinople was yet fpared ; but in 
the three years of a (hort reign, he thrice led his 
armies into the heart of Bulgaria. His virtues 
were fullied by a choleric and fufpicious temper : 
the firft ofthefe may be afcribed to the ignorance 
ofcontroul; and the fecond might naturally arife 
from a daVk and imperfe6t view of the corruption 
of mankind. On a march in Bulgaria, he con- 
fulted on a cpieftion of policy his principal mini- 
ders; and the Qrcclf logothete, George Acropo- 
lita, prefumed to offend him by the declaration 
of a free and honed opinion. The Emperor half- 

5 Compare Acropolita (c. 18. 53.)* and the two firft books of Nice* 
phores Gregoras. 

‘ A Perfian faying, that Cyrus was the father , and Darius the 
majler , of his fuhjedts, was applied to Vataces and his foil. But Pachy- 
mer ( 1 . i. c. 23.) has mihaken the mild Darius for the cruel Cambyfes, 
defpot or tyrant of his people. By the inflitution of taxes, Darius 
had incurred the lefs odious, but more contemptible, name of Kaornyofr 
merchant or broker (Herodotus, iii. 89*). 


unlheathed 
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unfheathed his fcymetar ; but his more delibe- chap. 
rate rage referved Acropolita for a bafer pun if h- . L ^ L , 
ment. One of the firfl officers of the empire 
was ordered to difmount, (tripped of his robes, 
and extended. on the ground in the prefence of 
the prince and army. In this pofture he was 
chadded with fo many and fuch heavy blows 
from the clubs of two guards or executioners, 
that when Theodore commanded them to ceafe, 

► the great logothete was fcarcely able to rife and 
crawl away to his tent. After a feclufion of 
fome days, he was recalled by a peremptory 
mandate to his feat in council; and fo dead were 
the Greeks to the fenfe of honour and fh'ame, 
that it is from the narrative of the fufferer him- 
felf that we acquire the knowledge of his dif- 
grace 7 . The cruelty of the Emperor was exas- 
perated by the pangs of ficknefs, the approach 
of*a premature end, and the lufpicion of poilon 
and magic. The lives and fortunes, the eyes 
and limbs, of his kinfinen and nobles, were 
facrificed to each fally of paffion ; and before 
he died, the fon of Vataces might deferve from 
the people, or at leaf! from the court, the ap- 
pellation of tyrant. A matron of the family of 
the Palaeologi had provoked his anger by re- 
futing to bellow her beauteous daughter on the 
vile plebeian who was recommended by his ca- 
price. Without regard to her birth or age, her • 

7 Acropolita (c. 63.) Teems to admire his own firmnefs in fuffcuning a 
beating* and not returning to council till he was called. He relates 
the exploits of Theodore, and his own fervices, from c. 53. to c. 74. 

•f his hifiory. See the third book of Nicephorua Gregoras, 

body. 
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chap, body, as high as the neck, was inclofed in a 
L * n ‘, fack, with feveral cats, who were pricked with 
pins to irritate their fury againft their unfortu- 
nate fellow-captive. In his laft hours, the Em- 
peror teftified a with to forgive and be forgiven, 
a juft anxiety for the fate of John his Ion and 
fucceftor, who, at the age . of eight years, was 
condemned to the dangers of a long minority. 
Minority His laft. choice entrufted the office of guardian 
of John t 0 the fim&tity of the patriarch Arfenius, and 

Td! f° the courage of George Muzalon, the great 
I2 59> domeftic, who was equally diftinguiflied by the 
Auguft. r ov al favour and the public hatred. Since their 

conn&6lion with the Latins, the names and 
privileges of hereditary rank had infinuated 
themfelves into the Greek monarchy ; and the 
noble families 8 were provoked by the elevation 
of a worthlefs favourite, to whofe influence 
they imputed the errors and calamities of tj}e 
late reign. In the fu ll council, after the Em- 
peror’s death, Muzalon, from a lofty throne, 
pronounced a laboured apology of his condu6t 
and intentions : his modefty was fubdued by an 
unanimous aflurance of efteem and fidelity; and 
his moll inveterate enemies were the loudeft 
to falute him as the guardian and faviour of 
the Romans. Eight days were fiifficient to 
prepare the execution of the confpiracy. On 
- the ninth, the obfequies of the deceafed mo- 


8 Pachymer ( 1 . i. c. 21.) names and diferiminates fifteen or twenty 
Greek families* y*ou leroh 015 n j usyxXoysvng erst^n x.ou xgvern 

Gvyx.tKgoTYi't o » Does he mean, by this decoration* a figurative* or a 
real golden chain ? Perhaps, both. 


narch 
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narch were folemnized in the cathedral of Mag- chap. 
nefia 9 , an Afiatic cit} r , where he expired, on the ■ t 
banks of the Hermus, and at the foot of mount 
Sipylus. The holy rites were inteiTupted by a 
fedition of the guards ; Muzalon, his brothers, 
and his adherents, were mafiacred at the foot of 
the altar; and the abfent patriarch was affociated 
with a new colleague, with Michael Palaeologus, 
the moft illuftrious, in birth and merit, of the 
Greek nobles 

Of thofe who are proud of their an ce dors, the Family ami 
far greater part mud be content with local or Michael™ 
domeftic renown ; and few there are who dare Pake&o- 
truft the memorials of their family to the public sus ’ 
annals of their country. As early as the middle 
of the eleventh century, the noble race of the 
Palarologi " (lands high and confpicuous in the 
Byzantine hiltory : it was the valiant George 
Palaeologus who placed the father of the Com- 
neni on the throne; and his kinfmen ordefcend- 
ants continue, in each generation, to lead the ar- 
mies and councils of the (late. The purple was 
not didionoured by their alliance; and had the 


9 The old geographers, wit!) Cellarius anti D’Anville, and our travellers, 
particularly Pocock and Chandler, will teach us to diiHnguifh the two 
Magnolias of Afia Minor, of the M seamier and of Sipylus. The latter, 
our prelent objedfc, is (till flourillring for a Turkifli city, and lies eight 
hours, or leagues, to the north-eaft of Smyrna (Tournefort, Voyage 
du Levant, torn. iii. lettrexxii. p. 305 — 3 70.*' Chandler’s Travels into 
Alia Minor, p. 267.), 

10 See Acropolita (c. 7 <?, 7 6, 8 c c.), who lived too near the times: 
Pachymer (1. i. c. 13 — 25.), Gregoras (1* iii. c. 3, 4, 5.). 

>n The pedigree of Palaeologus is explained by Ducange (Faxnil. By- 
zanl. p. 230, <Scc.) : the events of his private life are related by Pa- 
cbyiner (1. i. c. 7 — 12.) and Gregoras (l.ii, 8. 1 . iii. 2. 4. 1 . iv. 1.) with 
vifible favour to the father of the reigning dynalty. 


law 
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chap, law of fucceffion, and female fucceffion, been 

. LXn * . ftridlly obferved, the wife of Theodore Lafcaris 
mult have yielded to her elder lifter, the mother 
of Michael Palaeologus, who afterwards raifed 
his family to the throne. In his perfon, the 
fplendour of birth was dignified by the merit of 
the foldier and ftatefman : in his early youth he 
was promoted to the office of cori/iable or com- 
mander of the French mercenaries ; the private 
expence of a day never exceeded three pieces of 
gold ; big; his ambition was rapacious and pro- 
fufe ; and his gifts were doubled by the grades 
of his converfation and manners. The love of 
the foldiers and people excited the jealoufy of the 
court ; and Michael thrice- efcaped from the 
dangers in which he was involved by his own 
imprudence or that of his friends. I. Under the 
reign of Juftice and Vataces, a dil'pute arofe 
between two officers, one of whom accufed the 
other of maintaining the hereditary right of the 
Paheologi. The caufe was decided, according 
to the new jurisprudence of the Latins, by lingle 
combat : the defendant was ’overthrown ; but 
he perlifted in declaring that himfelf alone was 
guilty ; and that he had uttered thefe ralh or 
treafonable fpeeches without the approbation or 
knowledge of his patron. Yet a cloud of fuf- 
picion hung ove* the innocence of the con- 
stable : he was Hill purfued by the whifpers of 
malevolence ; and a lubtile courtier, the Arch- 


m 


12 Acropolka (c. 50.) relates the circumftances of this curious adven- 
ture; which feera to have efcaped the more recent writers. 

bilhop 
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bifliop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept the c 
judgment of God in the fiery proof of the or- ^ 
deal 3 . Three days before the trial, the patient's 
arm was inclofed in a bag, and lecured by the 
royal fignet ;• and it was incumbent on him to 
bear a red-hot ball of iron three times from the 
altar to the rails of the fandtuary, without artifice 
and without injury. Palaeologus eluded the dan- 
gerous experiment with fenfe and pleafantry. 

<c I am a foldier,” faid he, <£ and will boldly 
“ enter the lifts with my accufers: but & layman, 

“ a finner like myfelf, is not endowed with the 
* 4 gift of miracles. Your piety, moft holy pre- 
“ late, may deferve the interpofition of heaven, 

“ and from your hands I will receive the fiery 
“ globe, the pledge of my innocence/’ The 
Archbifhop ftaredj the Emperor fmiled; and the 
abfolution or pardon of Michael was approved by 
new rewards and new fervices. II. In the fuc- 
ceeding reign, as he held the government of 
Nice, he was fecretly informed, that the mind 
of the abfent priryce was poifoned with jealoufyj 
and that death, or blindnefs, would be his final 
reward. Inftead of awaiting the return and fen- 
tence of Theodore, the conftable, with lome fol- 
lowers, efcaped from the city and the empire j 
and though he was plundered by the Turkmans 

of the defert, he found an hofpitable refuge in 

• 

v 13 Pachymer ( 1 . i. c. 12.), who fpeaks with proper contempt of thi* 
barbarous trial, affirms, that he had feen in his youth many perfons 
who had fuftained, without injury, the fiery ordeal. As a Greek, he 
is credulous ; but the ingenuity of the Greeks might furniffi fome 
remedies of art or fraud againft their own fuperftition, or that of their 
tyrant. 
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the court of the fultan. In the ambiguous ftate 
j of an exile, Michael reconciled the duties of 
gratitude and loyalty : drawing his fword againfl 
the Tartars ; admonifhing the garrifons of the 
ltoman limit; and promoting, by his influence, 
the reltoration of peace, in which his pardon and 
recall were honourably included. III. While lie 
guarded the Weft againft the defpot of Epirus, 
Michael was again fufpeSled and condemned in 
the palace ; and fuch was his loyalty or weak- 
nefs, that he fubmitted to be led in chains above 
flx hundred miles from Durazzo to Nice. The 
civility of the mefienger alleviated his difgrace ; 
the Emperor’s lick n els difpelled his danger; and 
the laft breath of Theodore, which recommended 
his infant fon, at. once acknowledged the inno- 
cence and the power of‘ Palaeologus. 

But his innocence had been too unworthily 
treated, and his power was too ftrongly felt, to 
curb an afpiring fubje6tin the fair fleld that was 
opened to his ambition Iu the council after 
the death of Theodore, he was the fir ft to pro- 
nounce, and the firtt to violate, the oath of alle- 
giance to Muzalon ; and fo dextrous was his 
conduct, that he reaped the benefit, without 
incurring the guilt, or at leaft the reproach, of 
the fubfequent maffacre. In the choice of a 
jregent, he balanced the interefts and paffions of 
the candidates; turned their envy and hatred 


54 Without comparing Pachymer to Thucydides or Tacitus, I wilt 
praife his narrative (hi. c. 13 — 32. I.ii. c. x — 9.), which purfues th» 
afeent of Palseologus with eloquence, perfpic uity, and tolerable freedom# 
Acropolita is more cautious, and Gregoras more coi&cife. 


from 
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from himfelf again ft cadi other, and forced every c H A P. 
competitor to own, that after his own claims, LX1I ~ . 
thole of Baiaeologus were bell entitled to the 
preference. Under the title of great duke, 
he accepted or.affumed, during a long minority, 
the active powers of government ; the patriarch 
was a venerable name ; and the factious nobles 
were feduced, or opprefted, by the afcendant 
of his genius. The fruits of the oeconomy of 
Vataces were depolited in a ftrong caftle on the 
banks of the Ilermus, in the cultody of the 
faithful Varangians : the conllable retained his 
command or influence over the foreign troops; 
he employed the guards to polfels the trealure, 
and the trealure to corrupt the guards ; and 
whatfoever might be the abufe of the public 
money, his character was above the fufpicion 
of private avarice. By himfelf, or by his emil- 
faries, lie drove to perfuade every rank of fub- 
je6ls, that their own proiperity would rife in 
juft proportion to the eftablifliment of his au- 
thority. The weight of taxes was ful'pendcd, 
the perpetual theme of popular complaint; aud 
he prohibited the trials by the ordeal and judi- 
cial combat. Thele Barbaric inltitutions were 
already abolilhed or undermined in France 15 
and England ; and the appeal to the l’word 

olfended 

,s The judicial combat was abolittied by St. Louis in his own terri- 
tories ; and his example and authority were at length prevalent in 
France (Efprit des Loix s Uxxviii. c. 29.). 

In civil cafes Henry II. gave an option to the defendant : Gian* 
ville prefers the proof by evidence, and that by judicial combat is 
reprobated in the Field* Yet the trial by battle has never been abro* 

$atcd 
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chap, offended the fenfe of a civilized IT , and the 

, LXI1 ' , temper of an un warlike, people. . For the fu- 
ture maintenance of their wives and children, 
the veterans were grateful : the prieft and. the 
philolopher applauded his ardent zeal for the 
advancement of religion and learning ; and his 
vague promife of rewarding merit was applied 
by every candidate to his own hopes. Con- 
fcious of the influence of the clergy, Michael 
iliccefsfi i Hy laboured to fee are the fufif age of 
that powerful order. Their expenfive journey 
from Nice to Magnefia, afforded a decent and 
ample pretence : the leading prelates were 
tempted by the liberality of his nocturnal vifits; 
and the incorruptible patriarch was flattered 
by the homage of his new colleague, who 
led liis mule by the bridle into the town, 
and removed to a relpe&ful diftance the 
importunity of the crowd. Without renoun- 
cing his title by royal defeent, Palaeologus 
encouraged a free difeuffion into the advantages 
of elective monarchy ; and his adherents afked, 
with the infolence of triumph, what patient 


gated in the Eogiifli law, and it was ordered by the judges as late as 
the beginning of the laft century. 

17 Yet an ingenious friend has urged to me in mitigation of this 
practice, i. That in nations emerging from barbarifm, it moderates 
the licence of private war and arbitrary revenge. 2. That it is left 
abfurd than the trials by the ordeal, or boiling water, or the crofs, 
which it has contributed to abolilh. 3. That it ferved at lealt as a 
tell of perfonal courage ; a quality fo feldom united with a bafe dif- 
pofition, that the danger of the trial might be fome check to a 
malicious profecutor, and an ufeful barrier againlt injuftice fupported 
by power. The gallant and unfortunate Earl of Surrey might pro- 
bably have efcaped his unmerited fate, had not his demand of the 
combat againlt his accufer been over-ruled. 

would 
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would trull his health, or what merchant would c II A p. 
abandon Ills veflel, to the hereditary Ikill of’ a . L * IL , 
phyfician or a pilot ? The youth of the Empe- 
ror, and the impending dangers of a minority, 
required the liipport of a mature and experienced 
guardian ; of an afi’ociate railed above the envy 
of his equals, and inverted with the name and 
prerogatives of royalty. For the intereft of the 
prince and people, without any felfilh views for 
himfelf or his family, the great Duke contented 
to guard and inftrmSt the Ion of Theodore j but 
he fighed for the happy moment when he might 
reflore to his firmer hands the adminiftration of 
his patrimony, and enjoy the blertings of a pri- 
vate ftation. He was firlt inverted with the title 
and prerogatives of de/pot, which bellowed the 
purple ornaments, and the feeond place in the 
Roman monarchy. It was afterwards agreed 
that John and Michael fliould be proclaimed as 
joint emperors, and railed on the buckler, but 
that the pre-eminence fliould be refbrved for the 
birth-right of the former. A mutual league of 
amity was pledged between the royal partners ; 
and in cafe of a rupture, the fubje6ts were bound, 
by their oath of allegiance, to declare themfelves 
again ft the aggrelfor ; an ambiguous name, the 
feed of difcord and civil war. Palaeologus was 
content ; but on the day of the coronation, and 
in the cathedral of Nice, his zealous adherents 
moll vehemently urged the juft priority of his 
age and merit. The uniealbnable difpute was 
eluded by poftponing to a more convenient op- 
portunity the coronation of John Lafcaris j and 
VOL. xt. y he 
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lie walked with a flight diadem in the train of 
his guardian, who alone received the Imperial 
crown f rom the hands of the patriarch. It was 
not without extreme reluctance that Adenitis 
abandoned the cattle of his pupil; but the Va- 
rangians brandiflied their battle-axes ; a lign of 
aflcnt v. as extorted from the trembling youth ; 
and ibme voices were heard, that the life of a 
child (Tumid no longer impede the fettlement of 
the nation. A full harveli of honours and em- 
ployments was difiribnted among Ill’s friends by 
the grateful Palaeologus. In his own family he 
created a defpot and two febaftocrators ; Alex- 
ius Stratcgopulus was decorated with the title of 
On far ; and that veteran commander foon re- 
paid the obligation, by reftoring Conftantinople 
to the Greek Emperor. 

It was in the fecond year of his reign, while he 
relided in the palace and gardens of Nymphav 
11 m ' , near Smyrna, that the firtt meflenger ar- 
rived at the dead of night; and the ftupendous 
intelligence was imparted to Michael, after he 
had been gently waked by the tender precaution 
of his filler Eulogia. The man was unknown or 
obfcure; he produced no letters from the vic- 
torious C'adar ; nor could it ealily be credited, 
alter t he defeat of Vataces and the recent fail- 
ure of Palaologus liiml'elf, that the capital had 


The ike of Nymphseum is not clearly defined in ancient or mo- 
dern geography. But from the lafi. hours of Vataces (Acropolita, 
0.5 a.), it is evident the palace and gardens of his favourite reiidence 
were in the neighbourhood of Smyrna. Nymph seum might be loolely 
placed in Lydia (Grtgoras, 1. vi. 0 »}> 


been 
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been fu':prifed by a detachment of' eight hundred c ri A P 
loidiers. As an hoftage, the doubtful author ■ , 

was confined, with the adiiranee of death or an 
ample recompence ; and the court was left l’ome 
hours in the atixiety of hope and fear, till the 
ine/fengers of Alexius arrived with the authentic 
intelligence, and difpiayed the trophies of the 
compielt, the l’word and feeptre the bulking 
and bonnet*", of the ufurper Baldwin, which he 
had dropt in his precipitate flight. A general 
afibmbly of the bilhops, lenators, and nobles, was 
immediately convened, and never perhaps was 
an event received with more heartfelt and urii- 
verfal joy. In a fludied oration, the now love- 
reign of Conftantinople congratulated his own 
and the public fortune. “ There was a time,” 
laid he, “ a far diftant time, when the Roman 
“ empire extended to the Adriatic, the Tigris, 

“ and the confines of /Ethiopia. After the lots 
“ of the provinces, our capital if fell, in thefe 
“ lall and calamitous days, lias been wrelted from 
“ our hands by the Barbarians of the Well. 

“ From the lowed ebb, the tide of prolperity 
“ has again returned in our favour; but our 
“ profperity was that of fugitives and exiles; 

“ and when we were atked, which was the cornu 
“ try of the Romans, we indicated with a blufh 

19 This feeptre, the emblem of juft Ice and power, was a long liafF, 
fuch as was tiled by the heroes in Horner. By the latter Greeks it 
was named Dicanict *, and the Imperial feeptre was ditlinguifhed a* 
nfual by the red or purple colour. 

Aeripolita affirms (c. 87.) that this bonnet was after the French 
faftium ; but from the ruby at the point or furn.nit, Durange fllilh 
de C. F l.v. c. 28, 29.) believes that it was the high-crowned hat of 
the Greeks. Could Acripolita miftake the drefs of his own court r 

y 2 “ the 
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Return of 
the Greek 
Emperor, 
A. D. 
ia6i. 
Aug. 14. 


“ the climate of’ the globe and the quarter of the 
** heavens. The divine Providence has now re- 
“ flored to our arms the city of Conftantine, the 
“ facred feat of religion and empire} and it will 
depend on our valour and conduct to render 
“ this important acquifition the pledge and 
<e omen of future vi6lories.” So eager was the 
impatience of the prince and people, that Mi- 
chael made his triumphal entry into Conftanti- 
nople only twenty days after the expulfion of 
the Latins. The golden gate was thrown open 
at his approach } the devout conqueror dif- 
mounted from his horfe } and a miraculous 
image of Mary the Conduetrefs was borne be- 
fore him, that the divine Virgin in perfon might 
appear to conduct him to the temple of her Son, 
the cathedral of St. Sophia. But after the firft 
tranfport of devotion and pride, he fighed at the 
dreary profpeft of fblitude and ruin. The palace 
was defiled with fmoke and dirt, and the grofs 
intemperance of the Franks ; whole ftreets had 
been continued by fire, or were decayed by the 
injuries of time} the facred and profane edifices 
were flripped of their ornaments } and as if 
they were confcious of their approaching exile, 
the induflry of the Latins had been confined to 
the work of pillage and deftru6tion. Trade had 
expired under the preflfure of anarchy and diltrefs} 
and the numbers of inhabitants had decreafed 
with the opulence of the city. It was the firft 
care of the Greek monarch to reinftate the nobles 
in the palaces of their fathers} and the houfes or 
the ground which they occupied were reftored to 

1 a the 
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the families that could exhibit a legal right of CHAP, 
inheritance. But the far greater part was extinct , L ^ 11, . 
or loft ; the vacant property had devolved to the 
lord ; he repeopled Conftantinople bv a liberal 
invitation to the provinces j and the brave volun- 
teers were leated in the capital which had been 
recovered by their arms. The French barons 
and the principal families had retired with their 
emperor ; but the patient and humble crowd of 
Latins was attached to the country, and indif- 
ferent to the change of mailers. Inftead of ba- 
nifhing the fa6lories of the Pifans, Venetians, 
and Genoefe, the prudent conqueror accepted 
their oaths of allegiance, encouraged their in- 
duftry, confirmed their privileges, and allowed 
them to live under the jurifdidtion of their proper 
magillrates. Of thefe nations, the Pifans and 
Venetians preferved their refpedtive quarters in 
the city ; but the fervices and power of the Ge- 
noefe delerved at the fame time the gratitude and 
the jealoufy of the Greeks. Their independent 
colony was firft planted at the fea-port town o 
Heraclea in Thrace. They were fpeedily re- 
called, and fettled in the exclulive polfeliion of 
the fuburb of Galata, an advantageous poll, in 
which they revived the commerce, and rnfulted 
the majefty, of the Byzantine empire 2 *. 

The recovery of Conftantinople was celebrated Pji* 0 log»i* 
as the mra of a new empire : the conqueror, 

* 

21 See Pachymer (I. 2. c. 28 — 33.), Acripolita (c. 88.)i Nicephorus 
Gregoras (Liv. 7.), and for the treatment of the fubjedt Latins, Du* 
cange (1. r. c. 30, 31.)* 

y 3 


alone, 



3 26 the decline and fall 

c h A P. alone, and by the right of the fword, renewed 
LXii. his coronation in the church of St. Sophia; 
the young and the name and honours of John Lafcaris, 
Emperor, p U pii a nd lawful fovereign, were infenfibly 
tzli. aboliflied. But his claims ftill lived in the 
Dec. sj. minds of the people ; and the royal youth mult 
J'peedily attain the years of manhood and ambi- 
tion. By fear or confcience, Palaeologus was re- 
ftrained from dipping his hands in innocent and 
royal blood ; but the anxiety of an ufurper and 
a parent urged him to fecure his throne, by one 
of thole imperfect crimes fo familiar to the mo- 
dern Greeks. The lofs of fight incapacitated 
the young prince for the active bufinefs of the 
world : inftead of the brutal violence of tearing 
out his eyes, the vifual nerve was deftroyed by 
the intenfe glare of a red-hot bafon and John 
Lafcaris was removed to a diflant cattle, where 
he Ipenfc many years in privacy and oblivion. 
Such cool and deliberate guilt may feem incom- 
patible with remorfe ; but if Michael could trull 
the mercy of heaven, he was not inaccellible to 
the reproaches and vengeance of mankind, which 
he had provoked by cruelty and treafon. His 
cruelty impofed on a lervile court the duties of 
applaufe or lilence ; but the clergy had a right to 


22 This milder invention for extinguifliing the light, was tried by 
the philofopher Democritus on himfelf, when he fought to wit] i draw 
his mind from the vifible world : a foolifh {lory ! The word abacinare > 
In Latin and Italian, has furnilhed Dutange (GlolT. Latin.) with an 
opportunity to review the various modes of blinding ; the more violent 
were lcoopiug, burning with an iron or hot vinegar, and binding the 
head with a {hong cord till the eyes burll from their fockets. In- 
genious tyrants ! 

fpeak 
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•ipeak in the name of their invifible mafter ; and chap. 
their holy legions were led by a prelate, whole . L * IT ‘ , 
chara6ler was above the temptations of hope or 
fear. After a Ihort abdication of his dignity, 
Arfenius 73 had* confented to afcend the ecclefiaf- 
tical throne of Conftantinople, and to pretide in 
the reftoration of the church. His pious lim-* 
plicity was long deceived by the arts of Palaeo- 
logus ; and his patience and fubmillion might 
footh the ufurper, and protect the fafety of the 
young prince. On the news of his inhuman 
treatment, the patriarch unlheathed the fpiritual • 
fword ; and fuperftition, on this occalion, was 
enlifted in the caufe of humanity and juftice. In Is e * c °™j 
a iynod of bilhops, who were ftimulated by tlie by the pa 
example of his zeal, the. patriarch pronounced a triarch Ar- 
lentence of excommunication ; though his pm- cn ^j>. 
denee ftill repeated the name of Michael in the 1262— 
public prayers. The Eaftern prelates had not Iz68 ' 
adopted the dangerous maxims of ancient Rome; 
nor did they prefume to enforce their cenfures, 
by depoling princes, or ablolving nations from 
their oaths of allegiance. But the Chrillian, 
who had been feparated from God and the 
church, became an object of horror ; and, in a 
turbulent and fanatic capital, that horror might 
arm the hand of an alia fin, or inflame a fedi- 
tion of the people. Fala'oiogus felt his danger, 
confeffed his guilt, and deprecated his judge: 


73 See the firft retreat and reftoration of Arfenius, in Pachymer ( 1 . ii. 
c. 15. 1 . iii. c. i> 2.), and Nicephorus Gregoras (l. iii. c. 1. I. iv. c. 1.). 
Pollerity juftly accufed the cctyteict and pcc'jv^oc of Arfenius, the vir- 
tues of an hermit, the vices of a minifter (L xii. c* 2.). 

y 4 the 
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chap, the a 61 was irretrievable ; the prize was obtained ; 

■ ™ . and the moil rigorous penance, w'hich lie folicited, 
would have railed the linner to the reputation of 
a faint. The unrelenting patriarch refufed to an- 
nounce any means of atonement br any hopes of 
mercy ; and condefcended only to pronounce, 
that, for fo great a crime, great indeed mult be 
the fatisfadtion. “ Do you require,” laid Mi- 
chael, “ that I fhould abdicate the empire ?” 
And at thele words, he offered, br feemed to 
offer, the fwordof Hate. Arfenius eagerly grafped 
this pledge of fovereignty : but when he per- 
ceived that the Emperor was unwilling to pur- 
cliafe ablolution at fo dear a rate, he indignantly 
elcaped to his cell, and left the royal linner, 
kneeling and weeping before the door 24 . 

ScMW The danger and fcandal of this excommunica- 
nites, tion fubfffted above three years, till the popular 
A.D. clamour was afl’uaged by time and repentance ; 
I26 , 4 * 6 ~ till the brethren of Arfenius condemned his in- 

I3ia* 

flexible fpirit, fo repugnant to the unbounded 
’orgivenefs of the Golpel. The Emperor had art- 
fully inlinuated, that, if he were Hill reje6ted at 
home, he might feek, in the Roman pontiff* a 
more indulgent judge j but it w T as far more ealy 
and effe6tual to find or to place that judge at the 
head of the Byzantine church. Arfenius was 
involved in a vague rumour of conlpiracy and 
difaffe6tion ; fome irregular Heps in his ordina- 
tion and government were liable to cenfure ; a 


4 The crime and excommunication of Michael are fairly told by 

Pachymer (1. iii, c. 10. 14. 19, See.) and Gregoras (l.iv. c.4*)« His 
confef&on and penance reltored their freedom. 

lynod 
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fynod depofed him from the epifcopal office ; and chap. 
he was tranfported under a guard of foldiers to a LXI1, i 
fmall ifland of the Propontis. Before his exile, he 
fuddenly requefted that a ftrifit account might be 
taken of the fereafures of the church ; boafted, 
that his foie riches, three pieces of gold, had been 
earned by tranfcribing the pfalms ; continued to 
afl'ert the freedom of his mind ; and denied, with 
his laft breath, the pardon which was implored by 
the royal finner 2S . After lome delay, Gregory, 
bilhop of Adrianople, was tranllated to the By- 
zantine throne; but his authority was found 
infufficient to liipport the- abfolution of the Em- 
peror; and Jofeph, a reverend monk, was fub- 
flituted to that important function. This edify, 
ing fcene was reprefented in the prefence of the 
fenate and j>eople ; at the end of fix years, the 
humble penitent was reftored to the communion 
of the faithful ; and humanity will rejoice, that 
a milder treatment of the captive Lafcaris was 
flipulated as a proof of his remorfe. But the 
fpirit of Arfenius ftill lurvived in a powerful fac- 
tion of the monks and clergy, who perlevered 
above forty-eight years in an obllinate lchifm. 

Their fcruples were treated with tendernefs and 
refpect by Michael and his fon; and the recon- 
ciliation of the Arfenites was the ferious labour 
of the church and Hate. In the confidence of 
fanaticifm, they had propofed to try their caufe 

25 Pachymer relates the exile of Arfenius (I. iv. c. i — r6.); he was 
one of the commiflaries who viiited him in the defert ifland. The laft 
teftament of the unforgiving patriarch is ftill extant (Dupin, Biblio- 
theque Ecclefiaftique, tom. x. p. 95.). 
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C II A P. 
LXII. 

V., I 1 'y— ■ ■■■ ) 


Reign of 
Michael 
Palreo- 
logus, 

A.D. 
1259, 
Dec. 1. — 
A. D. 
1282, 
Dec. 11. 
Reign of 
Andronicus 
the Elder, 
A. D. 
I2 73* 


by g miracle ; and when the two papers, that 
contained their own and the adverfe caufe, were 
call into a fiery brafier, they expected that the 
catholic verity would be refpe&ed by the flames. 
Alas! the two papers were indifcriminately con- 
fumed, and this unforefcen accident produced 
the union of a day, and renewed the quarrel of 
an age 16 . . The final treaty difplayed the vi6tory 
of the Alien ites: the clergy abflained during 
forty days from all ecclefiaftical fundtions ; a 
flight penance was impofed on the laity ; the 
body of Arfenius was depofited in the fan6tuary ; 
and in the name of the departed faint, the prince 
and people were releafed from the fins of their 
fathers 17 . 

The eflablifhment of his family was the motive, 
or at leaft the pretence, of the crime of Palaeolo- 
gus; and he was impatient to confirm the fuccef- 
fion, by fbaring with his eldeft fon the honours 
of the purple. Andronicus, afterwards furnamed 
the Elder, was proclaimed and crowned Emperor 
of the .Romans, in the fifteenth year of his age ; 
and, from the firfl aera of a prolix and inglorious 
reign, he held that auguft title nine years as the 
colleague, and fifty as the fucceflor, of‘ his father. 


2ft Pachymer (l.vii. c. 22.) relates this miraculous trial like a philofo- 
phcr, and treats with firnilar contempt a plot of the Arfenites, to hide a 
revelation in the coffin of fome old faint (1. vii. c. 13.). He compenlates 
this incredulity by an image that weeps, another that bleeds (1. vii, 
c. 30.), and the miraculous cures of a deaf and a mute patient (1. xi. 
c. :,2.). 

2; The flory of the Arfenites is fpread through the thirteen books of 
Pachymer. Their union and triumph are referved for Nirephorus Gre- 
gor as (1. vii. c. 9.), who neither loves nor efteems thefe fe&aries. 

Michael 
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Michael himfelf, had he died in a private ftation, C H^A P. 
would have been thought more worthy of the t • .l v — 1 
empire : and the affaults of his temporal and Nov. 8 — 
Ipiritual enemies, left him few moments to la- 
hour for his own fame or the happinefs ot his F e b. 13. 
fubjeets. He wrefted from the Franks feveral of 
the n obi eft ifiands of the Archipelago, Lefbos, 

Chios, and Rhodes; his brother Con flan tine 
was fent to command in Malvafia and Sparta ; 
and the eaftern fide of the Morea, from Argos 
and Napoli to Cape Ttenarus, was repoffefled by 
the Greeks. This effufion of Chriftian blood was 
loudly condemned by the patriarch; and the info- 
lent prieft prefumed to interpofe his fears and 
fcruples between the arms of princes. But in the 
profecution of thefe weftern conquefts, the coun- 
tries beyond the Hellefpont were left naked to 
the Turks ; and their depredations verified the 
prophely ot a dying fenator, that the lecoveiy of 
Conftantinople would be the ruin of Alia, d he 
victories of Michael were atchieved by his lieu- 
tenants; his fword rufted in the palace; and in 
the turn fact ions of the Emperor with the Popes 
and the King of Naples, his political arts were 
ftained with cruelty and fraud 78 . 

I. The Vatican was the molt natural refuge of His union 
a Latin emperor, who had been driven from his withthe 

Of the xiii books of Pachymer, the firft fix (as the ivth and vth 
of Nicephorus Gregoras) contain the reign of Michael, at the tune of 
whofe death lie was forty years of age. Inftead of breaking, like his 
editor the Pere Pouflin, his hiflory into two parts, I follow Ducange 
and Coufin, who number the xiii books in one feries. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 


n 2 

chap, throne ; and Pope Urban the Fourth appeared to 
L XII ' [ pity the misfortunes, and vindicate the caufe, of 
Latin the fugitive Baldwin. A crufade, with plenary 
church, indulgence, was preached by his command againft 

I j 74 ’_ the fchifmatic Greeks; lie excorrimunicated their 
i*77* allies an dadherents; folicited Louis the Ninth in 
favour of his kinfman; and demanded a tenth of 
the ecclefiaftical revenues of France and England 
for the fervice of the holy war 29 . The fubtile 
Greek, who watched the rifing tempeft of the 
Weft, attempted to fufpend or footh the hoftility 
of the pope, by fuppliant embafiies and refpe6tful 
letters; but he insinuated that the eftablilhment 
of peace muft prepare the reconciliation and obe- 
dience of the Eaftern church. The Roman court 
could not be deceived by fo grofs an artifice ; 
and Michael was admonilhed, that the repentance 
of the l'on fhould precede the forgivenefs of the 
father ; and that faith (an ambiguous word) was 
the only balls of friendfhip and alliance. After a 
long and affe6ted delay, the approach of danger, 
and the importunity of Gregory the Tenth com- 
pelled him to enter on a more ferious negociation: 
he alleged the example of the great Vataces; and 
the Greek clergy, who underltood the intentions 
of their prince, were not alarmed by the firft fteps 
of reconciliation and refpedt. Butwhen he prefled 
the conclufion of the treaty, they ftrenuoufly de- 
clared that the Latins, though not in name, 
were heretics in fa£t, and that they defpiled thofe 


39 Ducange, Hift. de C. P. Kv. €*33, &c. from the Epiftles of 
Urban IV. 


ftrangers 
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ftrangers as the vilefl and moll defpicable por- chap. 
tion of the human race 3 °. It was the talk of , L ^ rr ‘ , 
the Emperor to perfuade, to corrupt, to in- 
timidate, the moll popular eccleliallics, to gain 
the vote of each individual, and alternately to 
urge the arguments of Chrillian charity and the 
public welfare. The texts of the fathers and 
the arms of the Franks were balanced in the 
theological and political fcale ; and without ap- 
proving the addition to the Nicene creed, the 
moll moderate were taught to confefs, that the 
two hollile propofitions of proceeding from the 
father by the Son, and of proceeding from the 
father and the Son, might be reduced to a fafe 
and Catholic fenle 3I . The fupremacy of the 
pope was a doctrine more eafy to conceive, but 
more painful to acknowledge ; yet Michael re- 
prefented to his monks and prelates that they 

might fubmit to name the Roman bifhop, as the 
firft of the patriarchs ; and that their dillance 
and difcretion would guard the liberties of the 
Eallern church from the mifcliievous eonfe- 
quences of the right of appeal. He protelled 
that he would lacrifice his life and empire rather 
than yield the fmallell point of orthodox faith 


From their mercantile intercourfe with the Venetians and Genoefe, 
they branded the Latins as >ca*7r>iXot and /Savaua- o* (Pachymer, I. v. 
c. io.)* u Some are heretics in name ; others, like the Latins, in 
fa<St,” faid the learned Veccus ( 1 . v. c. l %.) 9 who foon afterwards be- 
came a convert (c. 15, 16.) and a patriarch (c. 24.). 

31 In this clafs, we may place Pachymer himfelf, whofe copious and 
candid narrative occupies the vth and vith books of his hiftory. Yet the 
Greek is filent on the council of Lyons, and feems to believe that the 
popes always refided in Rome and Italy ( 1 . v. c. 1 7. 2i.)« 


or 
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CHAP, or nation.il independence ; and this declaration 
L XIJt - was fealed and ratified by a golden bull. The 
~ v " patriarch Jofeph withdrew to a monaftery, to 
refign or refume his throne, according to the 
event of the treaty : the letters of union and 
obedience were fubfcribed by the Emperor, his 
fon Andronicus, and thirty-five archbifhops and 
metropolitans, with their refpe«Stive fynods; and 
the epifcopal lift was multiplied by many dio- 
cefes which were annihilated under the yoke 
of the infidels. An embafly was compofed of 
tome trufty minifters and prelates ; they em- 
barked for Italy, with rich ornaments and rare 
perfumes, for the altar of St. Peter ; and their 
fecret orders authorized and recommended a 
boundlefs compliance. They were received in 
the general council of Lyons, by Pope Gregory 
the Tenth, at the head of five hundred bilhops 
He embraced with tears Ins long-loft and re- 
pentant children ; accepted the oath of the ain- 
bafliidors, who abjured the fchilin in the name of 
the two Emperors; adorned the prelates with the 
ring and mitre ; chauntcd in Greek and Latin 
the Nicene creed with the addition of Jilioque ; 
and rejoiced in the union of the Ealt and Welt, 
which had been referred for his reign. To con- 
fuminate this pious work, the Byzantine deputies 
were fpcedily followed by the pope’s nuncios ; 
and their inftrudtion difclofes the policy of the 
Vatican, which could not be latisfied with the 

v See the a<fls of the council of Lyons in the year 1274. Fleury, 
Hift. Ecclefiaftique> tom. xviii. p. 181 — 109. Du pin, Bibliot. Ecclef, 
form x* p. ijf. 
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vain title of fupremacy. After viewing the tem- chap. 
per of the prince and people, they were enjoined , L ^ IL . 
to abfolve the fchifmatic clergy, who lhould fub- 
fcribe and fwear their abjuration and obedience; 
to eftablifhin all the churches the life of the per- 
fe6t creed; to prepare the entrance of a cardinal 
legate, with the full powers and dignity of his 
office ; and to inllruct the Emperor in the ad- 
vantages which he might derive from the tem- 
poral protection of the Roman pontiff' 33 . 

But they found a country without a friend, a Hisperfe- 
nation in which the names of Rome and Union 
were pronounced with abhorrence. The patriarch Greeks. 
Jofeph was indeed removed ; his place was filled 
by Vecus, an ecclefiaftie of learning and mode- 1282. 
ration ; and the Emperor was ftill urged by the 
fame motives, to perlevere in the fame profeflions. 

But in his private language, PalsEologus affected 
to deplorethe pride, and to blame the innovations, 
of the Latins; and while he debaled !iis charac- 
ter by this double hypocrily, he juftiffed and pu- 
nifhed the oppofition of his fubjeets. By the 
joint futFrage of the new and the ancient Rome, 
a fentence of excommunication was pronounced 
againlt the obffinate lchilinatics: the cenlures of 
the church were executed by the fword of Mi- 
chael ; on the ‘failure of perluafion, he tried the 
arguments of prifon and exile, of whipping and 
mutilation; thole touch-ftones, fays an hiitorian. 


?? This curious inftru< 5 Hon* which has been drawn with more or lefs 
bonefty by Wading and Leo Allatius from tne archives of the Vati- 
can, is given in an abitraft or veriion bv Fleury (tom. xviii. p. 254 — 


of 
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CHAP, of cowards and the brave. Two Greeks ftill 

, L ^ n ' reigned in iEtolia, Epirus, and Theffaly, with 
the appellation of defpots : they had yielded to 
the fovereign of Conftantinople, but they re- 
medied the chains of the Roman pontiff, and fup- 
ported their refufal by fuccefsful arms. Under 
their protection, the fugitive monks and bilhops 
affembled in holtile iynods ; and retorted the 
name of heretic with the galling addition of apof- 
tate : the prince of Trebizon was tempted to 
affume the forfeit title of Emperor; and even the 
Latins of NegrOpont, Thebes, Athens, and the 
Morea, forgot the merits of the convert, to join 
with open orclandeftine aid, the enemies of Pa- 
laeologus. His favourite generals, of his own 
blood and family, fucceflively deferted, or be- 
trayed, the facrilegious trull. His lifter Eulogia, 
a niece, and two female coufins, conlpired againft 
him ; another niece, Mary Queen, of Bulgaria, 
negociated his ruin with the Sultan of Egypt ; 
and in the public eye, their treafon was confe- 
crated as the moll fublime virtue 34 . To the pope’s 
nuncios, who urged the ccnfummation of the 
work, Palmologus expofed a naked recital of all 
that he had done and fuffered for theirfake. They 
were affured that the guilty fe&aries, of both 
fexes and every rank, had been deprived of their 
honours, their fortunes, and their liberty; a 

34 This frank and authentic confeflion of Michael’s diftrefs, is ex- 
hibited in barbarous Latin by Ogerius, who figns himfelf Protono- 
tarius Interpretum, and tranfc rilled by Wading from the MSS. of the 
Vatican (A. D. 1278, No. 3.). His Annals of the Francifcan order, 
the Fratres Minores, in xvii volumes in folio (Rome, 1741), I have 
now accidentally feen among the walte paper of a bookfeller. 
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fpreading lift of confifeation and puniihment, chap. 
which involved many perfons, the deareft to the . , 

Emperor, or the heft deferving of his favour. 

They were conducted to the prilon to behold 
four princes oi* the royal blood chained in the 
four corners, and {baking their fetters in an 
agony of grief and rage. Two of tliefe captives 
were afterwards releafed ; the one by fubmiflion, 
the other by death : but the obftinacy of' their 
two companions was chaftifed by the lols of their 
jeyes ; and the Greeks, the lead adverfe to the 
union, deplore that cruel and inaul'picious tra- 
gedy 3 \ Perfecutors mult expert the hatred of 
thole whom they oppreft ; but they commonly 
find fome confolation in the teflimony of tlicir 
confcience, the applaufe of their party, and, per- 
haps, the fucceft of their undertaking. But the 
hypocrily of Michael, which was prompted only 
by political motives, mu ft have forced him to 
hate himfelf, to de/pife his followers, and to 
elleem and envy the rebel champions by whom he 
was detefted and defpifed. While his violence 
was abhorred at Conftantinople, at Rome his llow- 
nel’s was arraigned, and his fincerity fufpedted ; 
till at length Pope Martin the Fourth excluded 
the Greek Emperor from the pale of a church, 
into which he wasilriving to reduce a fchifmatic 
people. No fooner had the tyrant expired, than Thermion 
the union was diltolvcd, and abjured by unam- 
mous confent ; the churches were purified ; the 1183. 

55 See the vith book of Pachymer, particularly the chapters, j. u. 
i(>, 18. 24 — 27. He is the more credible, as he fpeaks of this per- 
fection with lefs anger than forrow. 
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chap, penitents were reconciled ; and his fon Andro- 
LXn ' nicus, after weeping the fins and errors of his 
youth, mod pioufly denied his father the burial 
of a prince and a Chridian 36 . 

Charles of II. In the diftrefs of the Latins, the walls and 
dues t° wers of Conftantinople had fallen to decay : 
pies and they were reflored and fortified by the policy of 
Michael, who depofited a plenteous (tore of corn 
1266. and fait provifions, to fuflain the fiege which he 
Feb. 26. might hourly expe&l from the refentment of the 
Wefteru powers. Of thefe, the fovereign of the 
two Sicilies was the mod formidable neighbour ; 
but as long as they were poflefled by Mainfioy, 
the badard of Frederic the Second, his monarchy 
was the bulwark rather than the annoyance of 
the Eadern empire. The ufurper, though a brave 
and active prince, was fufficiently employed in 
the defence of his throne : his profeription by 
fuccedive popes had feparated Mainfroy from 
the common caufe of the Latins ; and the 
forces that might have befieged Conftantinople 
were detained in a crufade againd the domeftic 
enemy of Home. The prize of her avenger, 
the crown of the two Sicilies, was won and 
worn by the brother of St. Louis, by Charles 
Count of Anjou and Provence, who led the 
chivalry of France on this holy expedition 37 . 
The difaffe6tion of his Chridian lubje&s com- 
pelled 

36 Pachymer, 1. vii. e. 1 — ir. 17. T lie fpeech of Aiidronicus the 
Elder (lib. xii c, a.) is a curious recon), which proves, that if the 
Greeks were the flares of the Emperor, the Emperor was not lets the 
Have of fu per ft it ion and the clergy. 

' The heft accounts, the neareit the time, the moft full and enter- 
taining, of the conqueft of Naples by Charles of Anjou, may he found 

in 
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pel loti Mainfroy to enlift a colony of Saracens chap. 
whom lhs father had planted in Apulia : and . V ‘ . 
this odious fuccour will explain the defiance of 
the Catholic hero, who rejected all terms of 
accommodation* “ Bear this meflage,” faid 
Charles, “ to the Sultan of Nocera, that God 
“ and the fword are umpire between us ; and 
“ that lie fliall either fend me to paradile, or 1 
“ will fend him to the pit of hell.” The armies 
met, and though I am ignorant of Mainfroy’s 
doom in the other world, in this he loft his 
friends, his kingdom, and his life, in the bloody 
battle of Benevento. Naples and Sicily were 
immediately peopled with a warlike race of 
French nobles ; and their alpiring leader em- 
braced the future conqueft of Africa, Greece, 
and Paleftine. The molt fpecious reafons might 
point his firft arms againft the Byzantine empire; 
and Palaeologus, diffident of his own ftrength, re- 
peatedly appealed from the ambition of Charles 
to the humanity of St. Louis, who (till preferved 
a juft afcendant over the mind of his ferocious 
brother. For a while the attention of that bro- 
ther was confined at home by the invafion of Con- 
rad in, the laft heir of the Imperial houfc of Swa- 
bia : but the haplefs boy funk in the unequal 
confli6l ; and his execution on a public fcaftold 


in the Florentine Chronicles of Ricordano Malefpina (c 175-— 19.;.) and 
Giovanni Villani (I. vii.c. 1 — 10. 25 — 30.), which are publifhedby Mura- 
tori in the viiitli and xiiith volumes of the hiflorians of Italy. I11 his An- 
nals (tom. xi. p. 56 — 72.), he has abridged thefe great events, which 
are likewiie defcribed in the Iftoria Civile of Gian none, tom. ii. i. xix B 
torn. iii. 1 xx. 
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chap, taught the rivals of Charles to tremble for their 
1 L ^ Ir _■ I ,ea d s as well as their dominions. A fecond ref- 
pite was obtained by the laft crufade of St. Louis 
to the African coaft ; and the double motive of 
intereft and duty urged the King of Naples to 
aflifl, with his powers and his prefence, the holy 
enterprife. The death of St. Louis l'eleafed him 
from the importunity of a virtuous cenfor: the 
King of Tunis confefled hitnfelf the tributary and 
Threatens vaflhl ofthe crown of Sicily ; and the boldeft of 
the Greek the French knights were free to enlift under his 
^A-D. banner again ft the Greek empire. A treaty and 
1270, &c. a marriage united his intereft with the houfe of 
Courtenay : his daughter Beatrice was promifed 
to Philip, fon and heir of the Emperor Baldwin : 
a penfion of fix hundred ounces of gold was 
allowed for his maintenance ; and his generous 
father diflributed among his allies the kingdoms 
and provinces of the Ealt, 1‘eferving only Con* 
ffantinople, and one day’sjourney round the city, 
for the Imperial domain-*''. In this perilous mo- 
ment Palmologus was the mofl eager to lubfcribc 
the creed and implore the protection of the Ho- 
man pontiff, who aflumed, with propriety ami 
weight, the character of an angel of peace, the 
common father ofthe Chriftians. By his voice, 
the fword of Charles was chained in the fcabbard ; 
and the Greek ambalfadors beheld him, in the 
pope’s antichamber, biting his ivory feeptre in a 
tranfport of fury, and deeply relenting the refufal 

31 Ducange, Hift. de. C* P. 1 . v. c. 49—56. 1 . vi. c. 1 — 13. See Pa- 
chymcr, 1 . iv. c. 29. 1 . v. c. 7 — 10. 25. 1 . vi. c. 30. 32, 33. and Nice- 
phorus Greg eras, 1 iy> 5. 1, v, 1. 6. 


to 
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to enfranchife and confecratc his arms. He ap- chap. 
pears to have reflected the difinterefted media- , lj ^ IL f 
tion of Gregory the Tenth ; but Charles was 
infenfibly difgufted by the pride and partiality of 
Nicholas the Third ; and his attachment to his 
kindred the Urfini family, alienated the moft ftre- 
nuous champion from the fervice of the church. 

The hoftile league againft the Greeks, of Philip 
the Latin Emperor, the King of the two Sicilies, 
and the republic of Venice, was ripened into 
execution; and the ele<5tion of Martin the Fourth, 
a French pope, gave a fanetion to the caufe. Of 
the allies, Philip fupplied his name, Martin, a 
bull of excommunication, the Venetians a fqua- 
dron of forty gallies ; and the formidable powers 
of Charles confided of forty counts, ten thoufand 
men at arms, a numerous body of infantry, and 
a fleet of more than three hundred ihips and 
tranfports. A diftant day was appointed for 
aflembling this mighty force in the harbour of 
Brindifl; and a previous attempt was rifked with 
a detachment of three hundred knights, who in- 
vaded Albania, and befieged the fortrefs of Bel- 
grade. Their defeat might amufe with a triumph 
the vanity of Conftantinople; but the more faga- 
cious Michael, defpairing of his arms, depended 
on the effects of a confpiracy; on the fecret 
workings of a rat, who gnawed the bow-ftring 39 
of the Sicilian tyrant. 

39 The reader of Herodotus will recoiled how miraculoufly the 
Aflyrian holt of Sennacherib was difarnned and deftroyed (l. ii. 
c. 141.% 
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chap. Among the profcribed adherents of the houfe 
lxii. 0 f Swabia, John of Procida forfeited a fm'ali 
Pai^oiogus ifland of that name in the bay of Naples, llis 
inftigates birth was noble, but his education was learned ; 
ofSicity, an d in the poverty of exile, he was relieved by 
A.D. the practice of phyfic, which he had ftudied in 
la80r the fchool of Salerno. Fortune had left him no- 
thing to lofe, except life; and to defpife life is 
the firtt qualification of a rebel. Procida was en- 
dowed with the art of negotiation, to enforce 
his reafons, and dilguile his motives; and in his 
various tranfadtions with nations and men, he 
could perfuade each party that he laboured 
folely for their interefl. The new kingdoms of 
Charles were afflidted by every fpecies of fifcal 
and military opprellioii‘ , °; and the lives and for- 
tunes of his Italian fubjedts were facrificed to the 
great nefs of their matter and the licentioufnefs of 
his followers. The hatred of Naples was reprefled 
by his prefence ; but the looter government of his 
vicegerents excited the contempt, as well as the 
averiion, of the Sicilians : the ifland was roufed 
to a lente of freedom by the eloquence of Procida; 
and he difplayed to every baron his private in- 
terefl in the common caule. In the confidence of 
foreign aid, he fucceffively vitited the courts of 
the Greek Emperor, and of Peter King of Arra- 


4C According to Sabas Malafpina (Hift. Sicula, I. iii. c. 16. in Mura- 
tori, tom. viii. p. 832,), a zealous Guelph, the fubje&s of Charles, who 
had reviled Mainfroy as a wolf, began to regret him as a lamb : and 
he juftifies their difcontent by the oppreflions of the French government 
(t. vi. c. 3. 7.). See the Sicilian manifefto in Nicholas Specialis (1. i. 
c. ii. in Muratori, tom. x. p. 930.). 


gon. 
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gon 4I , who poffefled the maritime countries of c H A P* 
Valentia and Catalonia. To the ambitious Peter ■ 

a crown was prefented, which he might juftly 
claim by his marriage with the filter of Mainfroy, 
and by the dying voice of Conradin, who from 
the fcaftold had call a ring to his heir and avenger. 
Palaeologus was ealily perfuaded to divert his 
enemy from a foreign war by a rebellion at 
home ; and a Greek fubfidy of tw T enty-five thou- 
land ounces of gold was molt profitably applied 
to arm a Catalan fleet, which failed under an holy 
banner to the fpecious attack of the Saracens of 
Africa. In the difguile of a monk or beggar, 
the indefatigable mifiionary of revolt flew from 
Conftantinople to Rome, and from Sicily to Sara- 
gofta: the treaty was fealed with the ligriet of 
Pope Nicholas himfelf, the enemy of Charles ; 
and his deed of gift transferred the fiefs of 
St. Peter from the houfe of Anjou to that of Arra- 
gon. So widely diffufed and lb freely circulated, 
the fecret was preferved above two years with 
impenetrable diferetion ; and each of the confpi- 
rators imbibed the maxim of Peter, who declared 
that he would cut oft' his left hapd if it were con- 
fcious of the intentions of his right. The mine 
was prepared with deep and dangerous artifice ; 
but it may be queftioned, whether the inftant 
explofion of Palermo were the eflc6t of accident 
or defign. 


41 See the character and counfels of Peter King of Arragon, in Ma- 
riana (Hift. Ilifpan. 1 . xiv. c. 6. tom. ii. p. 133.). The reader forgives 
the Jefuit’s defeats, in favour, always of his ftyle, and often of his 
fenfe. 
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chap. On the vigil of Eafter, a procefiion of the dif- 
lxii. armed citizens vifited a church without the walls ; 
The Sicili- an d a noble damfel was rudely infulted by aFrench 
anVefpers, foldier 41 . The ravilher was inftantlypunifhed with 
1282! death; and if the people at fir It was fcattered by 
March 30. a military force, their numbers and fury pre, 
vailed: the conlpirators feized the opportunity: 
the flame lpread over the ifland ; and eight thou- 
fand French were exterminated in a promifeuous 
maffacre, which has obtained the name of the 
Sicilian Vespers 43 . From every city the ban- 
ners of freedom and the church were difplayed : 
the revolt was infpired by the pretence or the foul 
of Procida ; and Peter of Arragon, who failed 
from the African coaft to Palermo, was faluted as 
the king and faviour of the ille. By the rebellion 
of a people on whom he had fo long trampled with 
impunity, Charles was aftoniflied and confounded; 
and in the firft agony of grief and devotion, he 
was heard to exclaim, “ O God ! if thou haft 
“ decreed to humble me, grant me at leaft a 
44 gentle and gradual defeent from the pinnacle 
44 of greatnefs !” His fleet and army, which 
already filled the fea-ports of Italy, were haftily 
recalled from the fervice of the Grecian war ; 
and the fituation of Meflina expofed that town to 


45 After enumerating the fufFerings of his country, Nicholas Spe- 
cialis adds, in the true fpirit of Italian jealoufy, Qiue omnia etgraviora 
quidern, ut avbitror, patienti animo Siculi toleralTent, nifi (quod primum 
cuinflis dominantibys cavendum eft), alienas feeminas invafiifient (1, i. 
c. p. 924-)* 

.. •’ The French were long taught to remember this bloody lefion : 

If I am provoked (laid Henry the Fourth), I will breakfafi at Milan, 
16 and dine at Naples.” “ Your Majefty (replied die Spariilh ambaf* 
u fa dor) may perhaps arrive in Sicily for vfcfpers.” 

the 
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the firft ftorm of his revenge. Feeble in them- CHAP, 
felves, and yet hopelefs of foreign fuccour, , LXI1, , 
the citizens would have repented, and fubmitted 
on the afl'urance of full pardon and their ancient 
privileges. But the pride of the monarch was 
already rekindled ; and the molt fervent entreaties 
of the legate could extort no more than a pro- 
mife, that he would forgive the remainder, after 
a chofen lift of eight hundred rebels had been 
yielded to his difcretion. The delpair of the 
Meflinefe renewed their courage ; Peter of Arra- 
gon approached to their relief 4-1 ; and his rival 
was driven back by the failure of provifion and 
the terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian Ihore. 

At the lame moment, the Catalan admiral, the 
famous Roger do Loria, fwept the channel with 
an invincible lquadron : the French fleet, more Defeat of 
numerous in traniports than in gallies, was either ^ rl ® s ’ 
burnt or deftfoyed ; and the fame blow allured 
the independence of Sicily and the fafety of the 
Greek empire. A lew days before his death, the 
Emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall of an enemy 
whom he hated and elteemed : and perhaps he 
might be content with the popular judgment, 
that had they not been matched with each other, 
Conftantinople and Italy mull fpeedily have 


44 This revolt, with the fubfequent victory, are related by two na- 
tional writers- Rartholeroy a Neocaliro (in Murat ori, tom. xiil) and 
Nicholas Special^ (in Muratori, tom. *.), the one a contemporary, the 
other of the next century. The patriot Specialis difdaims tire name 
of rebellion, and all previous correfpondence with Peter of Arragon 
(nullo communicate confilio), who happened to be with a fleet and $xmy 
on the African coalt ( 1 . i. o* 4* 9^* 

obeyed 
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obeyed the fame matter 45 . From this difaftrous 
moment, the life of Charles was a feries of mif- 
fortunes ; his capital was infulted, his fon was 
made prifoner, and he funk into the grave with- 
out recovering the Ifle of Sicily, tvhich, after a 
war of twenty years, was finally fevered from 
the throne of Naples, and transferred, as an 
independent kingdom, to a younger branch of 
the houfe of Arragon 46 . 

I {hall not, 1 trud, be accufed of fuperdition : 
but I mult remark, that even in this world, the 
natural order of events will fometimes afford the 
ftrong appearances of moral retribution. The 
firit Palseologus had faved his empire by involv- 
ing the kingdoms of the Wed in rebellion 
and blood 5 and from thefe feeds of difcord up 
rofe a generation of iron men, who affaulted and 
endangered the empire of his fon. In modern 
times, our debts and taxes are the fecret poifon, 
which dill corrodes the bcrfom of peace : but in 
the weak and diforderly government of the mid- 
dle ages, it was agitated by the prefent evil of 
the difbanded armies. Too idle to work, too 
proud to beg, the mercenaries were accudomed 
to a life of rapine : they could rob with more 
dignity and effect under a banner and a chief; 
and the fovereign, to whom their fervice was ufe- 


45 Nicephorus Gregoras (1. v. c.6.) admires the wifdom of Providence 
in this equal balance of ftates and princes. For the honour of Palaeolo- 
gus, I had rather this balance had been obferved by an Italian writer. 

46 See the Chronicle of Villani, the xith volume of the Annali 
iPltalia of Muratori, and the xxth and xxift books of the Iftoria Civile 
of Giannone. 
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lefs, andtheir prefenceimportunate, endeavoured CHAP, 
to difcharge the torrent on ionic neighbouring 
countries. After the peace of Sicily, many 
thoufands of Genoefe, Catalans ", &c. who had 
fought, by lea* and land, under the ftaiuiard of 
Anjou or Arragon, were blended into one nation 
by the refemblance of their manners and intereit. 

They beard that the Greek provinces of Alia 
were invaded by the Turks : they refbived to 
fliare the luirveft of pay and plunder ; and Fre- 
deric King of Sicily molt liberally contributed 
the means of their departure. In a warfare of 
twenty years, a lliip, or a camp, was become 
their country; arms were their foie profeflion 
and property ; valour was the only virtue which 
tliev knew ; their women had imbibed the fear- 
lefs temper of their lovers and liulbands : it was 
reported, that, with a itroke of their broad- 
lword, the Catalans would cleave a horfeman 
and an boric ; and the report itfelf was a 
powerful weapon. Roger de Flor was the moll 
popular of their chiefs ; and his perfonal merit 
overfhadowed the dignity of his prouder rivals 
of Arragon. The offspring of a marriage be- 
tween a German gentleman of the court of Fre- 
deric the Second and a damfel of Brindifi, Ro- 
ger was lucceffively a templar, an apoftate, a 
pirate, and at length the richefl and moft power- . 


47 In this motley multitude, the Catalans and Spaniards, the braveft 
of the foldiery, were ftyled, by themfelves and the Greeks, Amoga * 
<vares, Moncada derives their origin from the Goths, and Pachymer 
(1. xi. c. %%•) from the Arabs ; and in fpite of national and religious 
pride, I am afraid the latter is in the right. 


fui 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


348 

c H A p. ful admiral of the Mediterranean. He failed 
■- fr° m Medina to Conftantinople, with eighteen 

gallies, four great lhips, and eight thoufand ad- 
venturers; and his previous treaty was faithfully 
accomplilhed by Andronicus the 'elder, who ac- 
cepted with joy and terror this formidable fuc- 
cour. A palace was allotted for his reception, 
and a niece of the Emperor was given in mar- 
riage to the valiant ft ranger, who was imme- 
diately created great duke or admiral of Ro- 
mania. After a decent repofe, he tranfported 
his troops over the Propontis, and boldly led 
them again!! the Turks : in two bloody battles 
thirty thoufand of the Modems were flain : he 
railed the fiege of Philadelphia, and deferved the 
name of the deliverer of Alia. But after a fhort 
l'eafon of prol'perity, the cloud of flavery and ruin 
again burft on that unhappy province. The in- 
habitants elcaped (fays a Greek hiftorian) from 
the frnoke into the flames ; and the holtility of 
the Turks was Ids pernicious than the friendfhip 
of the Calatans. The lives and fortunes which 
they had refeued, they confidered as their own: 
the willing or relu&ant maid was favedfrom the 
race of circumcifion for the embraces of a Chrif. 
tian folder : the exa&ion of fines and fupplies 
was enforced by licentious rapine and arbitrary 
executions ; and, on thy, rcfiftance of Magnefia, 
the great duke befieged a city of the Roman em- 
pire 48 . Thefe diforders he excufed by the wrongs 

and 

Some idea may be formed of the population of thefe cities, from 
thp 36,000 inhabitants of Tralles, which, in the preceding reign, wat 

rebuilt 
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and paffions of a victorious army; nor would liis CH A P. 
own authority or perfbn have been fafc, had he . j 
dared to punilh his faithful followers, who were 
defrauded of the juft and covenanted price of 
their fervices. The threats and complaints of 
Andronicus difclofed the nakednefsof theempire. 

His golden bull had invited no more than fiva 
hundred horle and a thoufand foot foldiers ; yet 
the crowds of volunteers, who migrated to the 
Eaft, had been enlifted and fed by his fpon- 
taneous bounty. While his braveft allies were 
content with three byzants or pieces of gold, for 
their monthly pay, an ounce, or even two ounces, 
of gold were afligned to the Catalans, whofe an- 
nual penfion would thus amount to near an 
hundred pounds fterling ’ one of their chiefs 
had modeftly rated at three hundred thoufand 
crowns the valour of his j future merits ; and 
above a million had been iflued from the trea- 
fury for the maintenance of thcfc coflly meice- 
naries. A cruel tax had been im poled on the 
corn of the hufbandman : one third was retrench- 
ed from the falaries of the public officers ; and 
the ftandard of the coin was lb fhamefully de- 
bal’ed that of the four-and-twenty parts only five 
were of pure gold 49 . At the fummons of the 

Emperor, 

rebuilt by the Emperor, and ruined by the Turks. (Pachymer, 1 . vi % 
c. *0, 11.) 

49 j have colleaed thefe pecuniary circumftanccs from Pachymer 
( 1 . xi. c. il. I. xii. c. 4, ?. S. J4- l 9 -)> who deltribes the progreilive 
degradation of the gold coin. Even in the profperous times of John 
Ducas Vataces, the byzants were compofed in equal proportions of 
the pure and the bal'er metal. The poverty of Michael Palatologu* 
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e ha p. Emperor, Roger evacuated a province which no 

. Z' *__■ longer fiipplied the materials of rapine : but he 
refufed to difperfe his troops; and while his dyle 
was relpe£tful, his conduct was independent and 
hoftile. Pie protefted, that if the Emperor fliould 
march againft him, he would advance forty paces 
to kifs the ground before him, but in riling from 
this prod-rate attitude Roger had a life and fword 
at the fervice of his friends. The great duke of 
Romania condefcended to accept the title and 
ornaments of Cmfar ; but he rejected the new 
propofa! of the government of Alia with a fublidy 
of corn and money, on condition that he fliould 
reduce his troops to the harmlefs number of three 
thoufand men. Aflaflination is the lad refource 
of cowards. The Cmfar was tempted to vilit the 
royal refidence of Adrianople; in the apartment, 
and before the eyes of the EmprePs, he was 
dabbed by the Alani guards ; and though the 
deed was imputed to their private revenge, his 
countrymen, who dwelt at Conflantinople in the 
fecurity of peace, were involved in the lame pro- 
lcription by the prince or people. The lofs of 
their leader intimidated thecrowdof adventurers, 
who hoilled the tails of flight, and were foon 
fcattered round the coalts of the Mediterranean. 
But a veteran band of fifteen hundred Catalans 


'compelled him to ftrike a new coin, with nine parts, or carats, of 
gold, and fifteen of copper alloy. After his death, the ftandard rofe 
to ten carats, till in the public diftrefs it was reduced to the moiety. 
The prince was relieved for a moment, while credit and commerce 
were for ever blafled. In France, the gold coin is of twenty-two 
carajs (one twelfth alloy), and the ftandard of England and Holland 
is ftill higher. 


14 
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or French, flood firm in the flrong fortrefs of Gal- C H A P. 

o T VTT 

lipoli on the Ilellefpont, difplayed the banners 
of Arragon, and offered to revenge and jollify 
their chief by an equal combat of ten or an hun- 
dred warriors. i Iuitead of accepting this bold de- 
fiance, the Emperor Michael, the Ion and col- 
league of Andronicus, refolved to opprefs them 
with the weight of multitudes : every nerve was 
drained to form an army of thirteen thoufand 
horfeand thirty thoufand foot; and the Propontis 
was covered with the fhips of the Greeks and 
Genoefe. In two battles by lea and land, thefe 
mighty forces were encountered and overthrown 
by the defpair and difcipiine of the Catalans ; 
the young Emperor fled to the palace ; and an 
infuflicient guard of light- horle was left for the 
protection of the open country. Victory renewed 
the hopes and numbers of the adventurers: every 
nation was blended under the name and ftandard 
o f the great company ; and three thoufand Turkifh 
profelytes deferted from the Imperial fervxce to 
join this military aflbciation. In the poffeflion of 
Gallipoli, the Catalans intercepted the trade of 
Conflantinople and the Black Sea, while they 
fpread their devallations on either fide of the Hel- 
lelpont over the confines of Europe and Alia. 

To prevent their approach, the greatelt part of 
the Byzantine territory was laid wafte by the 
Greeks themfelves : the peafants and their cattle 
retired into the city ; and myriads of flieep and 
oxen, for which neither place nor food could be 
procured, were unprofitably flaughtered on the 
-fame day. Four times the Emperor Andronicus 

fued 
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CHAP, fued for peace, and four times he was inflexibly 
. LX1I ~ , repulfed, till the want of provifions, and the dil- 
cord of the chiefs, compelled the Catalans to 
evacuate the banks of the Hellefpont and the 
neighbourhood of the capital. After their fepa- 
ration from the Turks, the remains of the great 
company purfued their march through Mace- 
donia and Theffaly, to feck a new eftablifhment 
in the heart of Greece 50 . 


Revolu- 
tions of 
Athens, 

A. D. 
1204 — 
M56. 


After foine ages of oblivion, Greece was awa- 
kened to new misfortunes by the arms of the La- 
tins. In the two hundred and filly years between 
the firft and the lalt conqueft of Couftantinople, 
that venerable lan’d was difputed by a multitude 
of petty tyrants; without the comforts of freedom 
and genius, her ancient cities were again plunged 
in foreign and intefline war ; and if fervitude be 
preferable to anarchy, tliey might repofe with 
joy under the Turkifli yoke. I fhall not purfue 
the obfeure and various dynaflies, that rofe and 
fell on the continent or in the ifles ; but our 
filence on the fate of Athens 5 ', would argue a 

ft range 


50 The Catalan war is moft copioufly related by Pachymer, in the 
xith, xiith, and xiiith books, till he breaks off in the year 1308. Nice- 
phorus Gregoras (I.vii. 3 — 6.) is more concife and complete, Ducange, 
who adopts thelc adventurers as French, has hunted their footileps with 
his ufual diligence (Hift. de C. P. 1 . vi. c. 22 — 46.). He quotes an 
Arragoneie hiftory, which I have read with pleafure, and which the 
Spaniards extol as a model of ftyle and compofition (Expedicion de los 
Catalanes y Arragonefcs contra Turcos y Grieg os : Barcelona, 1623, in 
quarto: Madrid, 1777, in otSlavo). Don Francifco de Moncada, Conde 
de Ofona, may imitate Ccefar or Salluft ; he may tranicribe the Greek 
or Italian contemporaries : but he never quotes his authorities, and I 
cannot difeern any national records of the exploits of his countrymen. 

51 See the laborious hillory of Ducange, whofe accurate table 

4 of 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


ftrange ingratitude to the fil’d and pured feliool CHA P. 
of liberal fcience and amufement. In the parti- ■ LXfI * . 
tion of the empire, the principality of Athens 
and Thebes was afligned to Otlio de la Roche, a 
noble warrior of Burgundy 51 , with the title of 
great duke 53 , which the Latins underdood in 
their own fenfe, and the Greeks more foolifhly 
derived from the age of Condantine 54 . Otho fol- 
lowed the dandard of the Marquis of Montferrat; 
the ample date which he acquired by a miracle 
of condu6t or fortune 5S , was peaceably inherited 
by his fon and two grandfons, till the family, 
though not the nation, was changed by the mar- 
riage of an heirefs, into the elder branch of the 
houfe of Brienne. The fon of that marriage, 

Walter de Brienne, fucceeded to the duchy of 
Athens; and, with the aid of lome Catalan mer- 
cenaries, whom he inveded with fiefs, reduced 


of the French dynafties recapitulates the thirty-five paflages in which 
he mentions the dukes of Athens. 

yi He is twice mentioned by Villchardouin with honour (N’ 15 1. 
^35.); and under the firft pafiage, Ducange obferves all that can be 
known of liis perfon and family. 

u From tliefe Latin princes of the xivth century, Boccace, Chaucer, 
and Shakefpeare, have borrowed their Thefeus Duke of Athens. An 
ignorant age transfers its own language and manners to the inoft dif- 
tant times, 

The fame Conftantine gave to Sicily a king, to Ruffia the rnagnus 
dapifer of the empire, to Thebes the primlcerius ; and tliefe abfurd 
fables are properly lalhcd by Ducange (ad Nicephor. Greg. I. vii. c. 5.). 
By the Latins, the Lord of Thebes was ityled, by corruption, the Me- 
gas Kurios, or Grand Sire ! 

ss Quodam miraculo , fays Alberic. He was probably received by 
Michael Choniates, the archbifhop who had defended Athens again# 
the tyrant Leo Sgurus (Nicetas in Baldwino). Michael was the bro- 
ther of the hiftorian Nicetas ; and his encomium of Athens is ftill ex- 
tant in MS. in the Bodleian library (Fabric. Bibliot. Groec. tom.vi. 
p. 409.). 
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chap, above thirty caflles of the vaffal or neighbour- 

. _ . ing lords. But when he was informed of the 

approach and ambition of the great company, 
he collected a force of feven hundred knights, 
fix thoufand four hundred horfe, and eight 
thoufand foot, and boldly met them on the 
banks of the river Cephifus in Boeotia. The 
Catalans amounted to no more than three thou- 
fand five hundred horfe, and four thoufand foot ; 
but the deficiency of numbers was compenfated 
by ltratagem and order. They formed round 
their camp an artificial inundation ; the duke 
and his knights advanced without fear or pre- 
caution on the verdant meadow ; their liorfes 
plunged into the bog; and he was cut in pieces, 
with the greateft part of the French cavalry. 
His family and nation were expelled; and his 
fon Walter de Brienne, the titular Duke of 
Athens, the tyrant of Florence, and the conftable 
of France, loft his life in the field of Poitiers. 
Attica and Boeotia were the rewards of the vi6to- 
rious Catalans ; they married the widows and 
daughters of the flain ; and during fourteen years, 
the great company was the terror of the Grecian 
Hates. Their fadtions drove them to acknow- 
ledge the fovereignty of the houle of Arragon ; 
and during the remainder of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, Athens, as a government or an appanage, 
was fuccelfively bellowed by the kings of Sicily. 
After the French and Catalans, the third dynafty 
was that of the Accaioli, a family, plebeian at 
Florence, potent at Naples, and fovereign in 
Greece. Athens, which they embellilhed with 

new 
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new buildings, became the capital of a flate, that chap. 
extended over Thebes, Argos, Corinth, Delphi, , , 

and a part of Theflaly ; and their reign was 
finally determined by Mahomet the fecond, who 
ftrangled the lafl duke, and educated his fons in 
the difcipline and religion of the feraglio. 

Athens-' 6 , though no more than tliefhadow of Prcfent 
her former felf, {till contains about eight or ten 
thoufand inhabitants ; of thefe, three-fourths are 
Greeks in religion and language ; and the Turks, 
who compofe the remainder, have relaxed, in 
their intercourfe with the citizens, fomewhat of 
the pride and gravity of their national charadler. 

The olive-tree, the gift of Minerva, flourifhes in 
Attica ; nor has the honey of Mount Hymettus 
loft any part of its exquifite flavour 57 : but the 
languid trade is monopolized by ftrangers ; and 
the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to 
the vagrant Walachians. The Athenians are ftill 
diftinguifhed by the fubtlety and acutenefs of 
their underftandings : but thefe qualities, unlefs 
ennobled by freedom, and enlightened by ftudy, 
will degenerate into a low and felfifh cunning : 
aud it is a proverbial faying of the country, 

55 The modem account of Athens, and the Athenians, is extra&ed 
from Spoil (Voyage en Grecc tom. ii. p* 79“"~‘ I 99*) ani ^ Wheeler 
(Travels int& Greece, p. 3.17 — 4*4-)> Stuart (Antiquities of Athens, 
paflim), and Chandler (Travels into Greece, p. 23 — 17^0* The 
of thefe travellers vifited Greece in the year 1676, the laft 1765 ; and 
ninety years had not produced much difference in the tranquil 
fcenc. 

' 7 The ancients, or at Ieaft the Athenians, believed that all the bees 
in the world had been propagated from Mount Hymettus. They , 
taught that health might be preferred and life prolonged by the ex- 
ternal ufe of oil, and the internal ufe of honey (Geoponica 1. xv. c. 7. 
p. 1089-— 1094. edit. Niclas). 
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“ From the Jews of Theffalonica, the Turks of 
“ Negropont, and the Greeks of Athens, good 
“ Lord deliver us !” This artful people has 
eluded the tyranny of the Tnrkilh balhaws by 
an expedient which alleviates their fervitude and 
aggravates their lhame. About the middle of the 
lad century, the Athenians chofe for their pro- 
testor the Kiflar Aga, or chief black eunuch of 
the feraglio. This ./Ethiopian Have, who polfefTes 
the Sultan’s ear, condefcends to accept the tri- 
bute of thirty thoufand crowns ; his lieutenant, 
the Waywode, whom he annually confirms, may 
referve for his own about five or fix thoufand 
more ; and fuch is the policy of the citizens, 
that they feldom fail to remove and punilh an 
oppreffive governor. Their private differences 
are decided by the archbilhop, one of the richell 
prelates of the Greek church fince be pofieffes 
a revenue of one thoufand pounds Iterling ; and 
by a tribunal of the eight geronti or elders, chofen 
in the eight quarters of the city : the noble fa- 
milies cannot trace their pedigree above three 
hundred years ; but their principal members are 
dillinguilhed by a grave demeanour, a fur-cap, 
and the lofty appellation of archon. By lome, 
who delight in the contrail, the modern lan- 
guage of Athens is reprefented as the moll cor- 
rupt and barbarous of the feventy diale6ls of 
the vulgar Greek 58 : this picture is too darkly 


sS Ducange Gloflar, Gr«qc. Prcefat. p, 8., who quotes for his author 
Theodofius Zygomalas,a modern grammarian. Yet Spoil (tom. p. 194.) 
and Wheeler (p. 355 ), no incompetent judges, entertain a more fa- 
vourable opinion of the Attic dialed*. 

*4 
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coloured; but it would not be eafy in the country c 
of Plato and Demofthenes, to find a reader or a u 
copy, of their works. The Athenians walk with 
lupine indifference among the glorious ruins of 
antiquity; and fucli is the debafement of their 
chara6ler, that they are incapable of admiring 
the genius of their predeceffors S9 . 

59 Yet we mull not accufe them of corrupting the name of Athens> 
which they Hill call Athini. From the u; t>iv A Qwnvt we have formed 
our own barbarifm of Setines* 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

Civil Wars, and Ruin of the Greek Empire . — 
Reigns of Andronicus, the Elder and Younger , 
and John Palceologus. — Regency, Revolt, 
Reign, and Abdication of John Cantacuzene. 
— EJlabli/hment of a Genoefe Colony at Peru 
or Galata. — Their Wars with the Empire 
and City of Conjlantinople. 


CHAP. 

LXIII. 

Superfti- 
tion of An- 
dronicus 
and the 
times, 

A. D. 

1Z%2 

1 320. 


npiIE long reign of Andronicus 1 the elder 
is chiefly memorable by the difputes of 
the Greek church, the invalion of the Catalans, 
and the rife of the Ottoman power. He is cele- 
brated as the molt learned and virtuous prince 
of the age : but fuch virtue, and fuch learning, 
contributed neither to the perfection of the indi- 
vidual, nor to the happinefs of fociety. A Have 
of the molt abject fupcrltition, lie was furrounded 
on allfides by vilible and invifible enemies} nor 
were the flames of hell lefs dreadful to his fancy, 
than thofe of a Catalan or Turkifh war. Under 
the reign of the Palaeologi, the choice of the 
patriarch was the molt important bufinefsof the 
Itate ; the heads of the Greek church were am- 
bitious and fanatic monks } and their vices or 
virtues, their learning or ignorance, were equally 


* Andronicus himfdf will juftify our freeedom in the inve&ive 
(Nicephoros Gregoras, 1. i. c. i.) which he pronounced againft hiftoric 
falfehood. It is true that his cenfure is more pointedly urged againft 
calumny than againft adulation^ 

mifcliievous 
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mifchievous or contemptible. By his intempe- c 
rate difcipline, the patriarch Athanafius 2 excited ^ 
the hatred of the clergy and people ; he was 
heard to declare, that the tinner Ihould fwallow 
the latt dregs of the cup of penance ; and the 
foolith tale was propagated of his punithing a 
lacrilegious ats that had tatted the lettuce of a 
convent garden. Driven from the throne by the 
univerfal clamour, Athanafius compofed, before 
his retreat, two papers of a very oppofite ca ft. 
Ilis public teftament was in the tone of charity 
and relignation, the private codicil breathed the 
dirett anathemas againfl the authors of his dif- 
grace, whom he excluded for ever from the com- 
munion of the holy trinity, the angels, and the 
faints. This laft paper he enclofed in an earthen 
pot, which was placed by his order on the top 
of one of the pillars in the dome of St.Sophia, 
in the diftant hope of difeovery and revenge. 
At the end of four years, fonie youths, climbing 
by a ladder in fearch of pigeons nefts, detected 
the fatal fecret ; and, as Andronicus felt himfelf 
touched and bound by the excommunication, he 
trembled on the brink of the abyfs which had 
been fo treacheroufly dug under his feet. A 
fynod of bilhops was inltantly convened to de- 
bate this important queftion, the rafhnefs of 


3 For the anathema in the pigeon’s neft, fee Pachymer(l. ix. c. *4.), 
who relates the general hiftory of Athanafius (1. viii. c. 13 — 16. 20. 24. 
1, x. c. 27 — 29. 31 — l»xi. c. X — 3. 5, 6. 1. xiii. c. 8. 10.23. 35*> 
and is followed by Nicepborus Gregoras ( 1 . vi. c. 5. 7. 1 . vii. c. 1 . 9.), 
who incudes the ferond retreat of this fecond Chryfoflom. 
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chap, thefe clandeftine anathemas was generally con- 

. ~ LXfir ' ■ demned ; but as the knot could be untied only 
by the lame hand, as that hand was now de- 
prived of the crofter, it appeared that this poft- 
humous decree was irrevocable by any earthly 
power. Some faint teflimonies of repentance 
and pardon were extorted from the author of 
the mifchief ; but the confcience of the Empe- 
ror was ftill wounded, and he defired, with no 
lets ardour than Athanafius himfelf, the reflor- 
ation of a patriarch, by whom alone he could be 
healed. At the dead of night, a monk rudely 
knocked at the door of the royal bed-chamber, 
announcing a revelation of plague and famine, 
of inundations and earthquakes. Andronicus 
flatted from his bed, and fpent the night in 
prayer, till he felt, or thought that he felt, a 
flight motion of the earth. The Emperor on 
foot led the bifhops and monks to the cell of 
Athanafius, and after a proper refiftance, the 
faint from whom this meflage had been fent, 
confented to abfolve the prince, and govern the 
church of Conflantinople. Untamed by difgrace, 
and hardened by folitude, the fhepherd was 
again odious to the flock, and his enemies con- 
trived a Angular, and, as it proved, a fuccefs- 
ful mode of revenge. In the night they ftole away 
the foot-ftool or foot-cloth of his throne, which 
they fecretly replaced with the decoration of a 
fatirical picture. T. he Emperor was painted with 
a bridle in his mouth, and Athanafius leading 
the tra&able bealt to the feet of* Chrifl. The au- 
thors of the libel were detected and punifhed ; 

but 
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but as their lives had been fpared, the Chriftian chap. 

* J T Y ITT 

pried in fallen indignation retired to his cell ; . - * » 

and the eyes of Andronicus, which had been 
opened for a moment, were again clofed by his 
fuccelfor. * 

If this tranfa6lion be one of the moft curious 
and important of a reign of fifty years, I cannot 
at lead accufe the brevity of my materials, fince 
I reduce into fome few pages the enormous folios 
of Pachymer 3 , Cantacuzene 4 , and Nicephorus 
Gregoras 5 , who have compofed the prolix and 
languid dory of the times. The name and fitua- 
tion of the Emperor John Cantacuzene might 
infpire the mod lively curiofity. His memorials 
of forty years extend from the revolt of the 
younger Andronicus to his own abdication of the 
empire ; and it is obferved, that, like Mofes and 
Caefar, he was the principle a6tor in the fcenes 
which he delcribes. But in this eloquent work 
wefhould vainly feek the fincerity of an hero or 
a penitent. Retired in a cloider from the vices 
and paffions of the world, he prefents not a con- 


:i Pachymer in feven books, 377 folio pages, defcribes the firft twenty- 
fix years of Andronicus the Elder ; and marks the date of his compo- 
fition by the current news or lie of the day (A. D. 1308). Either 
death or difguft prevented him from refuming the pen. 

* 4 After an interval of twelve years, from the conclufion of Pachymer, 
Cantacuzenus takes up the pen ; and his firft book (c. 1—59* p. 9 — 
150.) relates the civil war, and the eight laft years of the elder An- 
dronicus. The ingenious comparifon with Mofes and Caefar, is fan- 
cied by his French Tranflator, the prefident Coufin. 

5 Nicephorus Gregoras more briefly includes the entire life and reign 
of Andronicus the Elder ( 1 . vi. c. 1. p. 96 — 291.)* This is the part of 
which Cantacuzene complains as a falfe and malicious reprefentation of 
his conduit. 

feffion. 
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chap, feffion, bat an apology, of the life of an ambi- 
. , tious flatefman. Inilead of unfolding the true 

counfels and charablers of men, he difplays the 
fmooth and fpecious furface of events, highly 
varnifhed with his own prailes and thofe of his 
friends. Their motives are always pure ; their 
ends always legitimate : they confpire and rebel 
without any views of intereft ; and the violence 
which they inflict or i’uffer is celebrated as the 
fpontaneous effect ofreafon and virtue. 

Firfl. dif- After the example of the firft of the Palaeo- 
puks be- 2 * t jj e e 2,2 er Andronicus aflociated his fon 

tween the ® 

elder and Michael to the honours of the purple, and from 
Androni ^ ,e a f? e of eighteen to his premature death, that 
e U s, prince was acknowledged, above twenty-five 
a.d. years, as the fecond Emperor of the Greeks 0 . 

,2<5 ' At the head of an army he excited neither the 
fears of the enemy, nor the jealoufy of the 
court : his modefty and jiatience were never 
tem2>ted to com|>ute the years of his father 5 
nor was that father compelled to repent of 
his liberality either by the virtues or vices 
of his fon. The fon of Michael was named 
Andronicus from his grandfather, to whofe 
early favour he was introduced by that nominal 
rel'emblance. The bloffoms of wit and beauty 
increafed the fondnefs of the elder Andro- 


6 He was crowned May *i, 129 5, and died OtSlober 12th, 1320. 
(Ducange, Fam. Byz. p. 239.). His brother Theodore, by a fecond 
marriage, inherited the marquifate of Montferrat, apollatized to the 
religion and manners of the Latins (on kou ym^* x.oci 

vrxcnv nv Aanvo; w ctKpaiCpvns. Nic. Greg. 1. ix* 
c. 1 .), and founded a dynafty of Italian princes, which was extinguiihed 
A.D. 1533 (Ducange, F^m. Byz. p. 249 — 353*)* 
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nicus; and, with the common vanity of the age, he CHAP. 
expe6ted to realize in the fecond, the hope which LXm ' . 
had been difappointed in the firlt, generation. 

The boy was educated in the palace as an heir 
and a favourite j and in the oaths and acclama- 
tions of the people, the augujl triad was formed 
by the names of the father, the fon, and the 
grandfon. But the younger Andronicus was 
fpeedily corrupted by his infant greatnefs, while 
he beheld with puerile impatience the double ob- 
llacle that hung, and might long hang, over his 
riling ambition. It was not to acquire fame, or 
to diffufe liappinefs, that he fo eagerly alpired : 
wealth and impunity were in his eyes the molt 
precious attributes of a monarch ; and his firlt 
indifcreet demand was the fovereignty of forae 
rich and fertile illand, where he might lead a life 
ofindependence and pleafure. The Emperor was 
offended by the loud and frequent intemperance 
which difturbed his capital ; the fums which his 
parfunony denied were fupplied by the Geonele 
ufurers of Pera ; and the oppreflive debt, which 
confolidated the intereft of a faction, could be 
difeharged only by a revolution. A beautiful 
female, a matron in rank, a proftitute in man- 
ners, had inltrmSled the younger Andronicus in 
the rudiments of love: but he had reafon to fu£ 
pe6l the no6lurnal vilits of a rival ; and a 
llranger palling through the llreet was pierced, 
by the arrows of his guards, who w ere placed in, 
ambulli at her door. That llranger was his bro- 
ther, Prince Manuel, who languilhed and died of 
his wound; and the Emperor Michael, their cam- 

won 
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chap, tnon father, whole health was in a declining (late, 

. LX111 ' . expired on the eighth day, lamenting the lofs of 
both his children \ However guiltlefs in his in- 
tention, the younger Andronicus might impute 
a brother’s and a father’s death to the confequence 
of his own vices; and deep was the figh of think- 
ing and feeling men, when they perceived, in- 
itead of forrow and repentance, his ill-diffembled 
joy on the removal of two odious competitors. 
J3y thefe melancholy events, and the increafe of 
his diforders, the mind of the elder Emperor was 
gradually alienated ; and, after many fruitlefs re- 
proofs, he transferred on another grandfon 8 his 
hopes and affection. The change was announced 
by the new oath of allegiance to the reigning fo- 
vereign, and the perfon whom he fliould appoint 
for hisfucceffor : and the acknowledged heir, after 
a repetition of infults and complaints, was expofed 
to the indignity of a public trial. Before the fen- 
tence which would probably have condemned 
him to a dungeon or a cell, the Emperor was 
informed that the palace courts were filled with 
the armed followers of his grandfon ; the judg- 
ment was foftened to a treaty of reconciliation ; 
and the triumphant efcape of the prince encou- 
raged the ardour of the younger fa6tion. 


7 We are indebted to Nicephoros Gregoras ( 1 . viii. c. I.) for the 
knowledge of this tragic adventure : while Cajitacuzene more difcreetly 
conceals the vices of Andronicus the Younger, of which he was the 
witnefs, and perhaps the afTociate (1. i. c. I, &c.). 

8 His deftined heir was Michael Catharus, the baflard of Conftan- 
tine his fecond fon. In this project of excluding his grandfon An- 
dronicus, Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 . viii. c. 3.) agrees with Cantacuzene 
(!• h c. 1, a.). 
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Yet the capital, the clergy, and the fenate ad- c hap. 
he red to the perl'on, or at leaft to the government, , LXI11 * , 
of the old Emperor ; and it was only in the pro- Three civil 
vinces, by flight, and revolt, and foreign fuccour, ^” n b fl, e 
that the malecontents could hope to vindicate two cm- 
their caufe and fubvert his throne. The foul of per ^ rS p 
the enterprife was the great domeftic John Can- i 3 »i, 
tacuzene : the fally from Conftantinople is the 
firlt date of his actions and memorials ; and if i J2 $, 
his own pen be mod defcriptive of his patriotifm, Ma y 
an unfriendly hiftorian has not refuted to cele- 
brate the zeal and ability which he difplayed in 
the fervice of the young Emperor. That prince 
efcaped from the capital under the pretence of 
hunting ; ere<?ted his ftandard at Adrianople ; 
and, in a tew days, afiembled fifty thoufand 
horfe and foot, whom neither honour nor duty 
could have armed againtt the Barbarians. Such 
a force might have faved or commanded the em- 
pire ; but their counlels were difcordant, their 
motions were flow and doubtful, and their pro- 
grefs was checked by intrigue and negociation. 

The quarrel of the two Andronici was protra6led, 
and fufpended, and renewed, during a ruinous 
period of feven years. In the firft treaty, the 
relics of the Greek empire were divided ; Con- 
ftantinople, Thetfalonica, and the iflands, were 
left to the elder, while the younger acquired the 

fovereignty of the greateft part of Thrace, from . 

J , ,, ° . ,. r . _ , l , Coronation 

Phillippi to the Byzantine limits. By the lecond 0 f t h e 

treaty, he ftipulated the payment of his troops, younger 

his immediate coronation, and an adequate (hare tus> 

of the power and revenue of the Hate. The a.d. 

third Fe £ 3 * 5 ’ 
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chap, third civil war was terminated by the furprife of 
LXiii. . c 0n ft an tm 0 p] ej the final retreat of the old Em- 
peror, and the foie reign of his victorious grand- 
fon; The reafons of this delay may be found in 
the characters of the men and of the times, 

o 

When the heir of the monarchy firft pleaded his 
wrongs and his apprehenfions, he was heard with 
pity and applaufe : and his adherents repeated 
on all tides the inconfiftent promile, that he 
would increafe the pay of the foldiers and alleviate 
the burthens of the people. The grievances of 
forty years were mingled in his revolt ; and the 
riling generation was fatigued by the endlefs pro- 
lpeCl of a reign, whofe favourites and maxims 
were of other times. The youth of Andronicus 
had been without Ipirit, his age was without re- 
verence : his taxes produced an annual revenue 
of five hundred thouland pounds ; yet the rieheft 
of the fovereigns of Chriltendom was incapable 
of maintaining three thouland horfc and twenty 
gallies, to refill the deftruCtive progrefs of the 
Turks 5 . “ How different,” faid the younger 

Andronicus, “ is my fituation from that of the 
“ fon of Philip ! Alexander might complain, 
“ that his father would leave him nothing to 
“ conquer : alas ! my grandfire will leave me 
“ nothing to lofe.” But the Greeks were foon 
admonilhed, that the public dilorders could not 


9 See Nicephorus Gregoras, 1 . viiL c. 6. The younger Androni- 
cus complained, that in four years and four months a fum of 350*000 
byzants of gold was due to him for the expenfes of his houfe- 
hold (Cantacuzen. 1 . i. c. 48.). Yet he would have remitted the 
debt* if he might have been allowed to fqueeze the farmers of the 
revenue. 


4 


be 
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be healed by a civil war ; and that their young chap. 
favourite was not deftxned to be the faviour of a LXIIL ti 
falling empire. On the firfl repulfe, his party was 
broken by his own levity, their inteftine difcord, 
and the intrigues of the ancient court, which 
tempted each mhlecontent to defert or betray the 
caufe of rebellion. Andronicus the Younger was 
touched with remorie, or fatigued with bufinefs, 
or deceived by negociation: pleafure rather than 
power was his aim ; and the licence of maintain- 
ing a thoufand hounds, a thoufand hawks, and 
a thoufand huntfmen, was fufficient to fully his 
fame and dilarm his ambition. 

Let us now furvey the cataltrophe of this buly e, ^ er 
plot, and the final fituation of the principal cus ab ,t;. 
a£tors The age of Andronicus was confumed cates the 
in civil difcord ; and, amidft the events of war 
and treaty, his power and reputation continually A.D. 
decayed, till the fatal night in which the gates of M ^4. 
the city and palace were opened without refin- 
ance to his grandfon. His principal commander 
fcorned the repeated warnings of danger ; and 
retiring to reft in the vain fecurity of ignorance, 
abandoned the feeble monarch, with fome priefts 
and pages, to the terrors of a fleeplefs night. 

Thefe terrors were quickly realized by the hoftile 
fhouts, which proclaimed the titles and vi&ory 
of Andronicus the Younger ; and the aged Em- 
peror, falling proftrate before an image of the 


*° I follow the chronology of Nicephorus Gregoras, who is remark- 
ably exadh It is proved that Caqtacuzene has miftaken the dates of 
his own adtions, or rather that his text has been corrupted by ignorant 
tranfcribcrs. 

Virgin* 
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chap. Virgin, difpatched a fuppliant meffage to refign 
lxui. the fceptre, and to obtain his life at the hands of 
the conqueror. The anfwer of his grandfon was 
decent and pious ; at the prayer of his friends, 
the younger Andronicus aflumed the foie admi- 
niftration ; but the elder flill enjoyed thenameand 
pre-eminence of the firft Emperor, the ufe of the 
great palace, and a penfion of twenty-four thou- 
fand pieces of gold, one half of which was afligned 
on the royal treafury, and the other on the filhery 
of Conftantinople. But his impotence was foon 
expofed to contempt and oblivion ; the vaft 
filence of the palace was difturbed only by the 
cattle and poultry of the neighbourhood, which 
roved with impunity through the folitary courts ; 
and a reduced allowance of ten thoufand pieces 
of gold " was all that he could alk, and more 
than he could hope. His calamities were embit- 
tered by the gradual extin&ion of fight: his con- 
finement was rendered each day more rigorous ; 
and during the abfence and ficknefs of his grand- 
fon, his inhuman keepers, by the threats of 
inftant death, compelled him to exchange the 
purple for the monaltic habit and profeffion. 
The monk Antony had renounced the pomp of 
the world : yet he had occafion for a coarfe fur 
in the winter feafon, and as wine was forbidden 
by his confeflor, and water by his phyfician, the 
ftierbet of Egypt was his common drink. It was 

11 I have endeavoured to reconcile the 44,000 pieces of Cantacuzene 
( 1 . ii. c. i.) with the 10,000 of Nicephorus Gregoras ( 1 . ix. c, 2.) ; the 
one of whom wiflied to foften, the other to magnify, the hardfhips of 
the old Emperor. 


not 
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not without difficulty that theJate Employ could c h 4 h, 
procure three or four pieces to ■ L ^~ f 
wants ; and. if he bellowed the gold to relieve 
the more painful clift refs of a friend, the facrihee 
is of fotne weight in the fcale of humanity and 
religion. Four’ years after his abdication, An- His death 
dronieus or Antony expired in a cell, in the 
feventy-fourth year of his age: and the laft drain *4» 
of adulation could only promife a more Ipl undid 
crown of glory in heaven than he had enjoyed 
upon earth 11 . 

Nor was the reign of the younger, more glorh Re) g n °/ 
ous or fortunate than that of the elder, Androni- jte^unge* 
cus 1 3 . He gathered the fruits of ambition ; but A - D * 
the tafte was tranfient and bitter: in the fupreme 
ftation he loft the remains of his early popularity, A. D. 
and the defeats of his character became ftill more 
confpicuous to the world. The public reproach 
urged him to march in perfon againft the Turks j 
nor did his courage fail in the hour of trial, but 
a defeat and a wound were the only trophies 
of his expedition in Aha, which confirmed the 
eftablifhment of the Ottoman monarchy. The 
abufes of the civil government attained their full 
maturity and perfedtion j his neglect of forms, 
and the confulion of national dreffes, are deplored 

12 See Nicephoros Gregorys (h ix* 6 9 7, 8. 10. 14, L x. c. 1.). The 
hiftoriap had tailed of the profperity, a»d fiiared the retreat of his bene- 
fa&or; and tfeit friendftip which “ waits pr to the fcaffald or the cell,’ 7 
Should not lightly toe accufed as “ a hirehog* a proftitute to praife,” 

n The foie reign of Andronicus the younger is deferibed by Cant a? 
cuzene* (Mi. c* y— r 40* p* *9*^*339>) ^4 Nicephoros Gregory (L fo, 

£» y-*-*!* xi* 4* n*. p* 


you xh 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 


37 ° 

chap, by the Greeks as the fatal fymptoms of the 
lxhi. c l eca y of the empire. Andronicus was old be- 
fore his time: the intemperance of youth had 
accelerated the infirmities of age ; and after 
being refcued from a dangerous malady by na- 
ture, or phyfic, or the Virgin, lie was fnatched 
away before he had accomplilhed his forty-fifth 
His two year. He was twice married; and as the pro- 
wives. grefs of the Latins in arms and arts had foftened 
the prejudices of the Byzantine court, his two 
wives were chofen ip the princely houfes of 
Germany and Italy. The firft, Agnes at home, 
Irene in Greece, was daughter of the Duke 
of Brunlwick. Her father 4 was a petty lord ' 
in the poor and lavage regions of the north 
of Germany 16 ; yet he derived fome revenue 

from 


Agnes, or Irene, was the daughter of Duke Henry the Wonderful, 
the chief of the houfe of Brunlwick, and the fourth in defeent from the 
famous Henry the Lion, Duke of Saxony and Bavaria, and conqueror 
of the Sclavi on the Baltic coaft. Her brother Henry was furnamed tin 
Crick, from his two journies into the Eaft : but thefe journies were lub- 
iequent to his filter's marriage ; and I am ignorant ho*w Agnes wasdif- 
covered in the heart of Geimany, and recommended to the Byzantine 
court (Rimius, Memoirs of the houfe of Brunlwick, p. 126 — 137.). 

JS Henry the Wonderful was the founder of the branch or Grubcn* 
hagen, extimft in the year 1596 (Rimius, p. 287.). He redded in the 
caftle of Wolfenbuttle, and poflefled no more than aflxth part of the 
allodial eltates of Brunlwick and Luneburgh, wliich the Guelph family 
had faved from the condfeation of their great fiefs. The frequent par- 
titions among brothers had almofl ruined the princely houfes of Ger- 
many, till that juft, but pernicious law was flowly fuperfeded by the 
right of primogeniture. The principality of Grubenhagen, one of the 
laft remains of the Hercynian foreft, is a woody, mountainous, and 
barren tra<ft (Bufching's Geography, vol. vi. p, 270 — 286. Englifh 
tranfiation). 


The royal author of the Memoirs of Brandenburgh will teach 
us how juftly, in a much later period, the north of Germany deferved 
the epithets of poor and barbarous (Eflai fur les Mceuers, &c.). In 


S 


the 
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from his filver mines” ; and his family is ce- c H AP. 
lebrated by the Greeks as the moll ancient LXIH - 1 
and noble of the Teutonic name'*. After the 
death of this childlels prineei's Andronicus 
fought in marriage Jane, the -filler of the Count 
of Savoy ,!J , and his fuit was preferred to that 
of the French king The Count refpe6led 
in his filter the fuperior majefly of a Roman 
emprefs ; her retinue was compofed of knights 
and ladies ; file was regenerated and crowned 
in St. Sophia, under the more orthodox appel- 
lation of Anne ; and at the nuptial fealt, the 


the year 1306? in the woods of Luneburgh, tome wild people of the 
Vened race were allowed to bury alive their infirm and ufelels parents 
(Rimius, p. 136.). 

17 The aflertion of Tacitus, that Germany was deftitute of the pre- 
cious metals, mutt be taken, even in his own time, with fome limitation 
(Germania, c. 5. Anna!, xi. 20). According to Spener (Hift. Ger- 
manise Pragmatica, tom. i, p. 351.)* Argentifodina: m Hercyniis mon- 
tibus, imperante Othoue magno (A. D. 968.) primum apertse, largam 
etiam opes augendi dederunt copiam : hut Rimius (p. *58, 259.) de- 
fers till the year 1016 the difcovery of the filver mines of Grubenha- 
gen, or the Upper Hartz, which were produ&ive in the beginning of 
the xivth century, and which Rill yield a confiderable revenue to the 
houfe of Bruniwick. 

" Cantacuzene has given a moft honourable teftimony, nv S' fx 
Tep/xavci-v ctvrr) Ovyccmp Svkos vn p.Tpo^knc (the modern Greeks employ 
the v) for the S, and the fxv for the and the whole will read in the 
Italian idiom di Brunzuic), -Trap* uvtqis E7Ti$a»srary, xa* Xo^TpoTrjT* 
TTixvTr^c t yL 0 u.o<PuK&<; u7T£p/3ctAAovTo^ Ta ysvfcfs* The praife is juft in itlelf, 
and pleafing to an Englilh ear. 

* 9 Anne or Jane, was one of the daughters of Arnedee the Great, 
by a fecond marriage, and half-lifter ol his fucceffor Edward Count oi 
Savoy (Anderfon’s Tables, p. 650.). See Cantacuzene (I. i. c. 40-— 42.}* 

23 That king, if the fadt be true, mult have been Charles the Fair, 
who in five years (1321 — 132,6) was married to three wives (Anderfon, 
p. 628. ). Anne of Savoy arrived at Conftantinople in February 1326* 

Greeks 
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Reign of 
John Pa- 
lieologus, 
A.D. 
1341. 
June 5 — 
A.D. 
I 39 I * 

Fortune of 
John Can- 
tacuzenus. 


c H a p. Greeks and Italians vied with each other in the 
Lxm. martial exercifes of tilts and tournaments. 

The Emprefs Anne of Savoy lurvived her hul- 
band ; their fon, John Palmologus, was left an 
orphan and an emperor, in the ninth year of his 
age ; and his weaknels was protected by the fii'ft 
and moll deferving of the Greeks. The long and 
cordial friendfhip of his father for John Cantacu- 
zene is alike honourable to the prince and the 
fubjedt. It had been formed amidll the pleafures 
of their youth ; their families were almolt equally 
noble *’ : and the recent lultre of the purple was 
amply compenfated by the energy of a private 
education. We have feen that the young emperor 
was faved by Cantacuzene from the power of his 
grandfather ; and, after lix years of civil war, 
the fame favourite brought him back in triumph 
to the palace of Conllautinople. Under the reign 
of Andronicus the younger, the great domeltic 
ruled the Emperor and the empire: and it was by 
jus valour and conduct that the Ifle of Lefbos and 
the principality of JEtolia were reltored to their 
ancient allegiance. His enemies confefs, that, 
among the public robbers, Cantacuzene alone 
was moderate and abftemious j and the free and 
voluntary account which he produces of his own 
wealth 11 may fuftain the prelumption that it was 
devolved by inheritance, and not accumulated by 


21 The noble race of the Cantacuzeni (illuflrious from the xitfi cen- 
tury in the Byzantine annals) was drawn from the Paladins of France, 
the heroes of thofe romances which, in the xiiith century, were tranf- 
lated and read by the Greeks (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 258.). 

22 See Cantacuzene ( 1 . iii. c. 24. 30- 3 6-)* 
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rapine. He does not indeed fpecify the value of C H A P. 
his money, plate, and jewels : yet, after a vo- , 

luntary gift of two hundred vafes of filver, after 
much had been fecreted by his friends and plun- 
dered by his fees, his forfeit treafures were fuf- 
ficient for the equipment of a fleet of feventy gal- 
lies. He does not meafure the fize and num- 
ber of his eflates ; but his granaries were heaped 
with an incredible (tore of wheat and barley j., 
and the labour of a thoufand yoke of oxen might 
cultivate, according to the practice of antiquity, 
about lixty-two thoufand five hundred acres of 
arable land* 1 . Ilis paflures were flocked with 
two thoufand five hundred brood mares, two 
hundred camels, three hundred mules, five hun- 
dred ufles, five thoufand horned cattle, fifty thou- 
fand hogs, and feventy thoufand fheep* 4 ; a pre- 
cious record of rural opulence in the laft period 
of the empire, and in a land, mofl probably in 
Thrace, fo repeatedly wafted by foreign and do- 
meflic hollility. The favour of Cantacuzene was 
above his fortune. In the moments of famili- 
arity, in the hour of ficknefs, the Emperor was 


93 Saferna, in Gaul, and Columella, in Italy or Spain, allow two 
yoke of oxen, two drivers and fix labourers, for two hundred jugera 
(12s Englilh acres) of arable land, and three more men mull be added 
if there be much underwood (Columella de Re Ruftica, 1. ii. c. 13, 
p. 441. edit. Gefner). 

24 In this enumeration (1. iii. c. 30.), the French transition of the 
Prefident Coufm is blotted with three palpable and eflential errors. 
I. Me omits the 1000 yoke of working oxen. 2. He interprets the 
irt-vTUKOTio'i Trp o-; hcrx&wc, by the number of fifteen hundred. 3. He 
confounds myriads with chiliads, and gives Cantacuzene no more than 
5000 hogs. Put not your truft in tranilations l 
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He is left 
regent of 
the empire* 


His re- 
gency ir 

attacked, 1 
A.D. 


by Apo- 
caucus ; 
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defirous to level the diflance between them, and 
prefled his friend to accept the diadem and pur- 
pie. The virtue of the great domeftic, which is 
attgfled by his own pen, refitted the dangerous 
propofal ; but the lali tell amen t.of Andronicus 
th$ younger named him the guardian of his foil, 
and the regent of the empire. 

Tjlad the regent found a liiitable return of 
obedience and gratitude, perhaps he would have 
aided with pure anti zealous fidelity in the fer- 
vice of his pupil - s . A guard of five hundred 
loldiers watched over his perlon and the palace : 
the funeral of the late Emperor was decently 
performed; the capital was lilent and fubmiflive ; 
and five hundred letters, which Cantacuzene dif- 
patched in the firtt month, informed the provinces 
of their lols and their duty. The profpe6l of a 
tranquil minority was blafted by the great duke 
or admiral Apocaucus ; and to exaggerate his 
perfidy, the Imperial hiftorian is pleated to mag- 
nify his own imprudence, in railing him to that 
office againft the advice of his more lagacious 
fovereign. Bold and 1‘ubtle, rapacious and pro- 
fule, the avarice and ambition of Apocaucus 
were by turns lubfervient to each other ; and 
his talents were applied to the ruin of his coun- 
try. His arrogance was heightened by the com- 
mand of a naval force and an impregnable cattle, 
and under the mafk of oaths and flattery he 


See the regency and reign of John Cantacuzenus, and the whole 
progrefs of the civil war, in his own hiftory (l.iii. c . i— ioo. p. 348 — 
700 .}, and in that of Nicephorus Gregoras (l.xii. c. !• — 1 . xv. c. 9 . 
P* 3SZ— 49*0- 

fecretly 
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fecretly confpired again ft his benefactor. The 
female court of the Emprefs was bribed and di- 
rected : he encouraged Anne of Savoy to aifert, 
by the law of nature, the tutelage of her ion j 
the love of power was difguiled by the anxiety of 
maternal tendernefs ; and the founder of the Pa- 
lmologi had inftruCted his pofterity to dread the 
example «f a perfidious guardian. The patriarch 
John of Apri was a proud and feeble old man, 
encompafted by a numerous and hungry kin- 
dred. He produced an obfolete epiftle of An- 
dronicus, which bequeathed the prince and 
people to his pious care : the fate of his prede- 
ceflor Arfenius prompted him to prevent, rather . 
than punifli, the crimes of an ufurper ; and Apo- 
caucus fmiled at the fuccefs of his own flattery, 
when he beheld the Byzantine prieft afluming 
the ftate and temporal claims of the Roman pon- 
tiffs. Between three perfons fo different in 
their fituation and character, a private league 
was concluded ; a ihadow of authority was re- 
ltored to thefenate ; and the people was tempted 
by the name of freedom. By this powerful con- 
federacy, the "great domeltic was aflaulted at firil 
with clandeltine, at length with open, arms. 
His prerogatives were difputed ; his opinion 
flighted ; his friends perlecuted ; and his fafety 
was tlireatened both in the camp and city. In 
his abfence on the public lervice, he was 

•' Me aflumed the royal privilege of red fhoes or hufkins; placed on 
his head a mitre of filk and gold : fubferibed his epiflles with hyacinth 
or green ink, and claimed for the new, whatever Conftantine had 
given to the ancient, Rome (Cantacuzen. 1. iii. c.36. Nic. Gregoras, 

1. xiv. c. 3.). 


375 

CHAP. 

LXIH. 


by the Em- 
prefs Anne 
of Savoy ; 


by the pa- 
triarch* 


n B 4 


accufcd , 



'fllE DECLINE ANt> FALL 


c H A P. accufed of trcafon ; profcril^pd as an enemy of ths 
. Tj * 111 ' , church and ft ate ; and delivered, with all his ad- 
herehtSi to the i word of juftice, the vengeance of 
the people, and the power of the devil : his for- 
tunes were confiscated 5 his aged -mother was 
call into prifon ; all his pad fervices were buried 
in oblivion ; and Ifte was driven by injuftice to 
perpetrate the crime of which he was accufed”* 
From the review of his preceding condu6t, Can- 
tacuzene appears to have been guiltlefs of any 
ti'eafonable defigns; and the only fufpieion of 
his innocence mud arife from the vehemence of 
his proteftations, and the lublime purity which 
he afcribes to his own virtue* While the Em* 
prefs and the patriarch flill affected the appear- 
ances of harmony, he repeatedly folicited the 
permiflion of retiring to a private, and even a 
monadic life. After he had been declared a 
public enemy, it was his fervent with to throw 
hitnfelf at the feet of the young Emperor, and 
to receive without a murmur the ftroke of the 
executioner : it was not without reluctance that 
he liftened to the voice of reafon, which incul- 
cated the facred duty of laving his family and 
friends, and proved that he could only lave them 
by drawing the fword and affirming the Imperial 
title. 

Cantata- In the ftrong city of Demotica, his peculiar 
zene af- domain, the Emperor John Cantacuzenus was 

fumes the 
purple. 


77 Nic. Gregoras, (l.xii. c. 5.) confeffes the innocence and virtues of 
Cantacuzenus, the guilt and flagitious vices of Apocaucus ; nor does he 
diflemble the motive of his perfonal and religious enmity to the former ^ 
wt i'c KocKioev KhhwVj carto: q Tpccoraros twv qXvv uvea 

1 1 inverted 
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inverted with the piumlc bufkins : his right leg chap. 
was clothed by his noble kinfmen, the left by the . . 

Latin chiefs, on whom he conferred the order of a.d. 
knighthood. But even in this act of revolt, he 
was ftill ftudjous of loyalty ; and the titles of John 
Palfcologus and Anne of Savoy were proclaimed 
before his own name and that of his wife Irene. 

Such vain ceremony is a thin difguife of rebel- 
lion, nor are there perhaps any perfonal wrongs 
that can authorize a fubjeCt to take arms againft 
liis fovereign : but the want of preparation and 
fuccefs may confirm the arturance of the ufurper, 
that this deciftve ftep was the effect of neceflity 
rather than of choice. Conftantinople adhered to 
the young Emperor : the King of Bulgaria was 
invited to the relief of Adrianople : the principal 
cities of Thrace and Macedonia, after fome hefi- 
tation, renounced their obedience to the great 
domeftic ; and the leaders of the troops and the 
provinces were induced, by their private into reft, 
to prefer the loofe dominion of a woman and a 
prieft. The army of Cantacuzene, in lixteen 
divilions, was ftationcd on the banks of the 
Melas to tempt or intimidate the capital: it was 
difperfed by treachery or fear ; and the officers, 
more efpecially the mercenary Latins, accepted 
the bribes, and embraced the fervice, of the By- 
zantine court. After this lofs, the rebel Emperor 
(he fluctuated between the two characters) took 
the road of Thcflalonica with a ehofen remnant; 
but he failed in his enterprize on that important 
place ; and he was elolely puriucd by the great 
duke, his enemy Apocaucus, at the head of a 

fuperior 
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chap, fuperior power by lea ant^ and. Driven fioui 
v L ; XIII ‘ the conft, in his march, or rather flight, into 
the mountains of Servia, Cantacuzene aflembled 
his troops to fcrutinize thofe who were worthy 
and willing to accompany his broken fortunes. 
A bale majority bowed and retired ; and his 
trufty band was diminifhed to two thoufand, 
and at lall to live hundred, volunteers. The 
Oral , or defpot of the Servians, received him 
with generous hofpitality ; but the ally was in- 
fenlibly degraded to a fuppliant, an holtage, 
a captive ; and, in this milerable dependence, 
he waited at the door of the Barbarian, who 
could difpofe of the life and liberty of a Ro- 
man emperor. The moil tempting offers could 
not perl'uade the cral to violate his truft ; but 
he loon inclined to the flronger lide ; and his 
friend was diliuilfed without injury to a new 
rhe civil v i cll fitude of Jiopes and perils. Near fix years 
T „. the flame of dilcord burnt with various fuccefs 
A ant * unal,atetl ra g' e = the cities were diftra&ed 
1347. by the faction of the nobles and the plebeians : 
the Cantaeuzeni and Palmologi ; and the Bul- 
garians, the Servians, and the Turks, were 
invoked on both tides as the inftruments of 
private ambition and the common ruin. The 


28 The princes of Servia (Ducange, Tamil. Dalmatic*, c. 2 , 3, 
4 • 9-) were flylcd Defpots in Greek, and Cral, in their native idiom 
(Ducange, GlofT. Grace, p.751). That title, the equivalent of 
king, appears to be of Sclavonic origin, from whence it has been bor- 
rowed by the Hungarians, the modern Greeks, and even by the Turks 
(Leunclavius, Pandedb Tunc. p. 422. who referve the name of 
Padifluh for the Emperor. To obtain the latter inhead of the for- 
mer is the ambition of the French at Conftantinople (Avertiflemeni 
k THiftoire de Timur Bee, p. 39.). 
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regent deplored thMfcdamities, of which he was c h a p. 
the author and vidlm : and his own experience LXIH ‘ 
might di6late a juft and lively remark on the 
different nature of foreign and civil war. “ The 
“ former,” laid he, “ is the external warmth of 
“ fummer, always tolerable, and often benefi- 
** cial ; the latter is the deadly heat of a fever, 

“ which confumes without a remedy the vitals 
“ of the conftitution zo .” 

The introduction of barbarians and lavages Vi(ao of 
into the contefts of civilized nations, is a mea- Cantacu- 
fure pregnant with lhame and mifchicf; which zene ‘ 
the intereft of the moment may compel, but 
which is reprobated by the belt principles of 
humanity and realbn. It is the practice of both 
lides to accufe their enemies of the guilt of 
the lirft alliances; and thole who fail in their 
negotiations are loudelt- in their cenfure of 
the example which they envy, and would gladly 
imitate. The Turks of Alia were lels barba- 
rous perhaps than the lhepherds of Bulgaria 
and Servia; but their religion rendered them 
the implacable foes of Rome and Chriftianity. 

To acquire the friendlhip of their emirs, the 
two factions vied with each other in batenels 
and profulion : the dexterity of Cantacuzene 
obtained the preference ; but the luccour and 
victory were dearly purchaled by the marriage 
of his daughter with an infidel, the captivity of 
many thoufand Chriftians, and the pafiage of 


:y Nic. Gregoras, 1. xii. c. 14. It is iurpriling that Cantacuzene has 
not infertecl this juft and lively image in his own writings. 

the 
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c ha p. the Ottomans into Eurqpg, the laft and fata! 

LXlii. ilioke in the fall of the iBnnan empire. The 
inclining fcale was decided in his favour by the 
death of Apoeaucus, the juft, though fingular, 
retribution of his crimes. A crowd of nobles or 
plebeians, whom he feared or hated, hud been 
feized by his orders in the capital and the pro- 
vinces ; and the old palace of Conftantine was 
afligned for the place of their confinement. Some 
alterations in railing the walls, and narrowing 
the cells, had been ingeniouflv contrived to pre- 
vent their efcape, and aggravate their mifery ; 
and the Work was incefl'antly prelied by the daily 
vifits of the tyrant. 1 1 is guards watched at the 
gate, and as he flood in the inner court to over- 
look the architects, without fear or fidpicion, lie 
was aflaulted and laid breathlefs on the ground, 
by two refolute prifonersof the Paheologian race 30 , 
who were armed with flicks, and animated by 
defpair. On the rumour of revenge and liberty, 
the captive multitude broke their fetters, fortified 
their prifon, and expofed from the battlements 
the tyrant’s head, prefuming on the favour of 
the people and the clemency of the Emprels. 
Anne of Savoy might rejoice in the fall of an 
haughty and ambitious minifter, but while file 
delayed to refolve or to a<5t, the populace, more 
efpecially the mariners, were excited by the widow 
of the great duke to a fedition, an affault and 
a malfacre. The prifoners (of whom the far 

0 The two avengers were both Palreologi, who might refen t, with 
royal indignation, the fliame of their chains. The tragedy of Apocau- 
cus may deferve a peculiar reference to Cantacuzene (]. iii. c. 86.) and 
Nic. Gregoras (1. xiv. c. 10 .). 


greater 
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greater part were guiltlefs or inglorious of the chap. 
deed) efcaping to a Neighbouring church, they ■ t 
were flaughtered at the foot of the altar ; and in 
his death the monfter was not ,lefs bloody and 
venomous than in his life. Yet his talents alone 
upheld the caufe of the young Emperor; and his 
furviving allociates, fulpicious of each other, 
abandoned the conduct of the war, and rejected 
the faireft terms of accommodation. In the be- 
ginning of the difpute, the Emprels felt and com- 
plained, that flie was deceived by the enemies of 
Cantacuzene : the patriarch was employed to 
preach againlt the forgivenefs of injuries; and 
her promife of immortal hatred was lealed by an 
oath, under the penalty of excommunication lf . 

But Anne loon learned to hate without a teacher; 
the beheld the misfortunes of the empire with the 
indifference of a ftranger ; her jealoufy was ex- 
afperated by the competition of a rival emprefs : 
and on the full fymptoins of a more yielding 
temper, flie threatened the patriarch to convene 
a lynod, and degrade him from his office. Their 
incapacity and difcord would have afforded the 
molt decilive advantage ; but the civil war was 
protracted by the weaknels of both parties ; and 
the moderation of Cantacuzene has not efcaped 
the reproach of timidity and indolence. He fuc- 
cefiively recovered the provinces and cities ; and 
the realm of his pupil was meafured by the walls * 


•»' Cantacuzene accufes the patriarch, and fpares the Emprefs, the 
mother of his fovereign (l.iii. 33, 34«)> againlt whom Nic. Gregoras 
expreiTes a particular animofity (Lxiv. 10, 11. xv. j.). It b true, 
that they do not ipeak exa&ly of the fame time. 

of 
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enters Con- 
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of Conftantinople ; but the metropolis alone 
counterbalanced the reft of the empire : nor 
could he attempt that important conqueft till 
he had fecured, in his favour the public voice 
and a private correfpondence. An Italian, of 
the name of Facciolati 3 , had fucceeded to the 
office of great duke : the Ihips, the guards, and 
the golden gate, were fubjeCt to his command ; 
but his humble ambition was bribed to become 
the inftrument of treachery; and the revolution 
was accompiilhed without danger or bloodlhed. 
Dellitute of the powers of reliftance, or the hope 
of relief, the inflexible Anne would have ftill 
defended the palace, and have fmiled to behold 
the capital in flames rather than in the polfeffion 
of a rival. She yielded to the prayers of her 
friends and enemies ; and the treaty was dictated 
by the conqueror, who profeffed a loyal and 
zealous attachment to the fon of his benefactor. 
The marriage of his daughter with John Palaeo- 
logus was at length confum mated : the here- 
ditary right of the pupil was acknowledged ; 
but the foie adminiftration during ten years was 
veiled in the guardian. Two emperors and 
three emprefies were feated on the Byzantine 
throne ; and a general amnefty quieted the ap- 
pre.henlions, and confirmed the property, of the 
moft guilty fubjeCts. The feftival of the coro- 
nation and nuptials was celebrated with the ap- 
pearances of concord and magnificence, and 

^ The traitor and treafon are revealed by Nic. Gregoras(Lxv. c.8.): 
but the name is more difcreetly fupprefied by his great accomplice 
(Cantacuzen. l.iii. c. 99.)* 


12 


both 
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both were equally fallacious. During the late 

troubles, the treasures of the ltate, and even the , 

furniture of the palace, had been alienated or 
embezzled : the royal banquet was ferved in 
pewter or earthenware ; and Inch was the 
proud poverty of the times that the abfence of 
gold and jewels was fupplied by the paltry arti- 
fices of glafs and gilt-leather Ji . 

I haften to conclude the perfonal hiftory of ^Tcln 
John Cantaeuzene He triu mphed and reigned 5 tacuzene, 
but his reign and triumph were clouded by the A D - 
difcontent of his own and the adverfe faction. j an . g_l 
His followers might flyle the general amnefty, AD - 
an a<St of pardon for his enemies, and of oblivion January’, 
for his friends 35 : in his caufe their eftates had 
beenforfeitedorplundered; and as they wandered 
naked and hungry through the flreets,they curfed 
the felfifh generolity of a leader, who, on the 
throne of the empire, might relinquifh without 
merit his private inheritance. The adherents of 
the Emprefs blufhed to hold their lives and for- 
tunes by the precarious favour of an ufurper ; 

h Nic. Greg. 1 . xv. ir. There were however feme true pearls, 
but very thinly fprinkled. The reft of the (tones had only mtw 

Xfwz* T0 Swvytq. 

-+ From his return to Conftantinople, Cantaeuzene continues his 
hiftory and tha* of the empire, one year beyond the abdication of his 
fon Matthew, A. D. 1357 0 - »v. c. 1 — 50. p. 705 — 911.). Nicephori* 

Gregoras ends with the iynod of Conftantinople, in the year 1351 
(1. xxii. c.3. p. 660. the reft, to the conclufion of the xxivth book, 
p. 717. is all controverfy) ; and his fourteen laft books are (till MSS, in 
the King of France’s library. 

& The Emperor (Cantacuzen. 1 . iv. c. i.) reprefents his own virtue* 
and Nic. Gregoras (l.xv. c. 11.) the complaints of his friends, who 
fullered by its effe<Sts. I have lent them the words of our poor cavaliers 
after the reiteration, 

and 
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chap, and the third of revenge was concealed by a 
lxiii. tgpjjgr concern for the fucceflion, and even the 

V, | yiMIII ||».,# * 

lafejty of her fon. They were judly alarmed by 
a petition of the friends of Cantacuzene, that 
they might be releafed from their oath of alle- 
giance to the Palteologi ; and intruded with the 
defence of fome cautionary towns ; a meafvire 
fupportcd with argument and eloquence ; and 
which was rejected (lays the Imperial hidorian) 
“ by my fublimc, and almoft incredible, virtue.’* 
His repofe was didurbed by the found of plots 
and feditions ; and he trembled led the lawful 
prince flioukl be dolcn away by fome foreign or 
domedic enemy, who would inferibe his name 
and his wrongs in the banners of rebellion. As 
the fon of Andronicus advanced in the years of 
manhood, he began to feel and to a6t for him- 
himl'elf : and his riling ambition was rather dimu- 
lated than checked by the imitation of his father’s 
vices. If we may truft his own profedions, Can- 
tacuzene laboured with honed indudry to correct 
thefe fordid and fenfual appetites, and to raife 
the mind of the young prince to a level with his 
fortune. In the Servian expedition the two era. 
perors diowed tliemfelves in cordial harmony to 
the troops and provinces ; and the younger col- 
league was initiated by the elder in the myderies 
of war and government. After the conclufion of 
the peace, Palaeologus was left at Theffalonica, 
a royal relidence, and frontier dation, to fecure 
by his abfence the peace of Condantinople, and 
to withdraw his youth from the temptations of 
a luxurious capital. But the diftance weakened 

the 
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the powers of control, and the for) of Andronicus c H A P. 
was furrounded with artful or unthinking compa- r " xm ‘ . 
nions, who taught him to hate his guardian, to 
deplore his exile, and to vindicate his rights. A 
private treaty with the cral or defpot of Servia, 
was foon followed by an open revolt ; and Canta- 
cuzene, on the throne of the elder Andronicus, 
defended the caufe of age and prerogative, which 
in his youth he had fo vigoroufly attacked. At 
his requeft, the Emprefs-mother undertook the 
voyage of Theffalonica, and the office of media- 
tion : flie returned without fucceft ; and unleft 
Anne of Savoy was in dr tided by adverfity, we. 
may doubt the fincerity, or at lead the fervour, 
of lierzeal. WhiletheRegentgrafped the fceptre 
with a firm and vigorous hand, file had been in- 
druded to declare, that the ten years of his legal 
adminidration would foon elapfe ; and that after 
a full trial of the vanity of the world, the Empe- 
ror Cantacuzenefighedfor the repofe of a cloyder, 
and was ambitious only of an heavenly crown. 

Had thefe fentiments been genuine,liis voluntary 
abdication woidd have redored the peace of the 
empire, and his confidence would have been re- 
lieved by an ad of juftice. Palteologus alone was John Pa- 
refponfible for his future government; and what- 
ever might be his vices, they were fiurely left for- arms 
midable than the calamities of a civil war, in D 

which the Barbarians and infidels were again in- j 3J3 . 
vited to affid the Greeks in their mutual dedruc- 
tion. By the arms of the Turks, who now 
druck a deep and everlading root in Europe, 
Cantacuzene prevailed in the third contefl in 
von. xi. c c which 
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c h A p. which he had been involved: and the youn^ Em- 

. y peror, driven from the fea and land, was com- 
pelled to take (helter among the Latins of the Ifle 
ofTenedos. His infolence and obftinacy pro- 
voked the vidor to a ttep which muft render the 
quarrel irreconcilable : and the affociation of his 
Ion Matthew, whom lie inverted with the purple, 
ettablilhed the fucceflion in the family of the 
Can tacuxeni. But Conftantinople was ftill at- 
tached to the blood of her ancient princes ; and 
this laft injury accelerated the reftoration of the 
rightful heir. A noble Genoefe elpoufed the 
caufe of Palaeologus, obtained a promife of his 
fitter, and atchieved the revolution with two gal- 
lies and two thoufand fi ve hundred auxiliaries. 
Under the pretence of diftrefs, they were ad- 
mitted into the Idler port ; a gate \vas*opened, 
and the Latin fhout of “ Long life and vidory 
“ to the Emperor, John Palaeologus !” was an- 
fwered by a general riling in his favour. A nu- 
merous and loyal party yet adhered to the ftandard 
of’Cantacuzene: but he afierts in his liiftory (does 
he hope for belief?) that his tender confcience 
rejected the aflurauce of conqueft ; that, in free 
obedience to the voice of religion and philofophy, 
lie defcemled from the throne, and embraced 
with pleafure the monaftic habit and profeffion v \ 
So foon as he cealed to be a prince, his fucceflor 
was not unwilling that he fliould be a faint : the 

The awkward apology of Cantacuzene ( 1 . iv. c. 39 — 43.), who 
relates, with vifihle confufion, his own downfall, may be fupplied by 
the lefs accurate, but more honeft, narratives of Matthew Villani) 1 . iv* 
c- 46. in the Script, Rerum. Ital. tom. xiv. p. s68.) and Ducas (c. 10 , 

IT.). 
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remainder of his life was devoted to piety and 
learning; in thecellsof Gonftantinople and Mount 
Athos 2 the monk Joalaph was reflected as the 
temporal and ipiritual father of theEmperor ; and 
if he ilfued from his retreat, it was as the miniller 
of peace, to fubdite the obftinacy, and folicit the 
pardon, of his rebellious foil 37 . 

Yet in the eloylter, the mind of Cantacuzene 
was Hill exercifed by theological war. He fharp- 
ened a controverlial pen again ft the Jews and 
Mahometans and in every Hate he defended 
with equal zeal the divine light of Mount Thabor, 
a memorable question which coufum mutes tlie 
religious follies of the Greeks. The fakirs of 
India 3 % and the monks of the Oriental church, 
were alike pcrfuaded, that in total abfirafiliort of 
the faculties of the mind and body, the purer 
Ipirit may afcend to the enjoyment and vifion of 
the Deity. The opinion and practice of the mo- 
naileries of Mount Athos 40 will be bell repre- 
fen ted 


C I-I A P. 
LXIII. 

— — j 

Abdication 
of Canta- 
cuzene* 

A. 13 . 
1355 * 
January. 

Difpute 
concerning 
the light of 
Mount 
Thabor, 
A.D. 1341 

- — 1351. 


;;7 Cantacuzene, in the year 1375, was honoured with a letter from 
the Pope (Floury, liiit. Ecclef. tom.xx. p. 250 ). His death is placed 
by refpc&able authority on the 20th of November 14 11 (Ducange, 
Fam. Byzant. p. 260.). But if he were of the age of his companion 
Audronicus tlie Younger, he mult have lived it 6 years; a rare in- 
hance of longevity, which in io illuftrious a perfon would have ai- 
tracSled univerfal notice. 

His four difeonrfes, or books, were printed at Bafil T543 (Fabric. 
Bibliot. Grace, tom. vi. p.473.). He compofed them to fatisfy a pro* 
felyte who was allaulted with letters from his friends of Ifpahan. 
Cantacuzene had read the Koran : but I underhand from Maracci, 
that; he adopts the vulgar prejudices and fables againli Mahomet and 
his religion. 

3) See the Voyages de Bernier, tom. p. 12;. 

4 ' Mofheim, Inftitut. Hill. Ecclef. p, 532, 523. Fleury, Hift. Ecch 
C c % tom. 
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CHAP, tented in the words of an abbot, who flourilhed 
LXlii. j n t j ie e | even Ui centurv. When thou art alone 

y>— — i 

“ in thy cell,” fays the afcetic teacher, “ Unit 
“ thy door, and feat thyfelf in a corner ; rail'e 
“ thy mind above all things vain and tranfitory ; 
“ recline thy beard and chin on thy breaft j 
“ turn thy eyes and thy thought towards the 
“ middle of thy belly, the region of the navel ; 
t( and fearch the place of the heart, the feat of 
“ the foul. At firft, all will be dark and com- 
“ fortlefs ; but if you perfevere day and night, 
“ you will feel an ineffable joy ; and no fooner 
“ has the foul difcovered the place of the heart, 
“ than it is involved in a myftic and etherial 
“ light.” This light, the produ&ion of a dif- 
tempered fancy, the creature of an empty fto- 
mach and an empty brain, was adored by the 
Quietifts as the pure and perfect effence of God 
himfelf j and as long as the folly was confined to 
Mount Atlios, the limple folitaries were not in- 
quilitive how the divine effence could be a mate- 
rial fubflance, or how an immaterial fubftance 
could be perceived by the eyes of the body. But 
in the reign of the younger Andronicus, thefe 
monaileries were vilited by Barlaam 4I , a Cala- 
brian monk, who was equally lkilled in philo- 


tom. xx. p. zz. 14. 107 — H4» &c. The former unfolds the caufe$ 
with the judgment of a philofopher, the latter tranfcribes and tranf* 
lates with the prejudices of a Catholic priell. 

41 Bafnage (in Canifii Antiq. Le&iones, tom. iv. p. 363 — 368.) ha$ 
invefiigated the character and ftory of Barlaam. The duplicity of 
his opinions had infpired fome doubts of the identity of his perfon# 
See likewife Fabricius (Bibliot. Graec. tom. x. p. 427 — 4 32.). 

fophy 
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fbphy and theology ; who pofleflfed the languages < 
of the Greeks and Latins j and whofe verfatile 
genius could maintain their oppofite creeds, ac- 
cording to the intereft of the moment. The in- 
diferetion of ap afcetic revealed to the curious 
traveller the fecrets of mental prayer ; and Bar- 
laain embraced the opportunity of ridiculing the 
Quietifts, who placed the foul in the navel ; of 
acculing the monks of Mount Athos of herefy 
and blafphemy. Iiis attack compelled the more 
learned to renounce or difiemble the Ample devo- 
tion of their brethren ; and Gregory Palamas 
introduced a fcholaftic diltin&ion between the 
elfence and operation of God. His inacceflible 
etfence dwells in the midtt of an uncreated and 
eternal light ; and this beatific vifion of the faints 
had been manifelted to the difciples on Mount 
Thabor, in the transfiguration of Chrift. Yet 
this diftin&ion could not efcape the reproach of 
polytheilin ; the eternity of the light of Thabor 
was fiercely denied j and Barlaam Hill charged 
the Palamiteswithholding two eternal lubftances, 
a vifible and an invifible God. From the rage 
of the monks of Mount Athos, who threatened 
his life, the Calabrian retired to Conftantinople, 
where hisfmooth and fpecious manners introduced 
him to the favour of the great domeftic and the 
Emperor. The court and the city were involved 
in this theological dilpute, which flamed amidfl 
the civil war ; but the do6trine of Barlaam was 
difgraced by his flight and apoftacy ; the Pala- 
mites triumphed ; and their adverfary, the pa- 
triarch John of Apri, was depofed by the confent 

c c 3 of 
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c n A p. of the adverfe factions of the ftate. In the cha- 
, LXm ‘ . radter of emperor and theologian, Cantacuzene 
prefided in tiie lynod of the Greek church, which 
cltablilhed, as an article of faith, the uncreated 
light of Mount Thabor ; and after fo many in- 
ful ts, tne reafon of mankind wasflightly wounded 
by the addition of a lingie ablurdity. Many 
rolls of paper or parchment have been blotted; 


Efhlblifh- 
merit of* the 
Oenoc!c at 
Per a or Ga- 
la ta, A.l). 
126 1 — 
134 7 - 


and the impenitent fectaries, who refilled to fub- 
fcribe the orthodox creed, were deprived of the 
honours of Chriltian burial ; but in the next age 
the cjueftion was forgotten ; nor can I learn that 
the axe or the faggot were employed for the ex- 
tirpation of the Barlaamite he rely ■’h 

For the conciu/ion of this chapter, I have re- 
lieved the Genoefe war, which Ihook the throne 
of Cantacuzene, and betrayed the debility of the 
Greek empire. The Genoefe, who, after the 
recovery of Con flan ti nop I e, were feated in the 
fuburb of Pera or Galata, received that honour- 
able fief from the bounty of the Emperor. They 
were indulged in the ule of their laws and magi- 
flrates ; but they fubmitted to the duties of val- 
la! s and fubjects : the forcible word o i liegemen 4S 


47 See Cantacuzene (l. ii. 0,39,40. I. iv. c. 3. 23, 24, 29.), and 
Nic. Gregoras ( 1 . xi. c. ro. 1 . xv. 3, 7, See.), whofe laft books, from 
the xixth to the xxivth, are alrnoft confined to a fubjed fo interefting 
to the authors, lioivin (in Vit. Nic. Gregory), from the unpublifhed 
books, and Pabricius (Bibliot. Grsec. tom. x. p. 462 — 473.), or rather 
Montfau^on, from the MSS. of the Coiflin library, have added fome 
FadU and documents. 

Padiymer (l.v. c. 10.) very properly explains (ligios) by 

The ufe of thefe words in the Greek and Latin of the feudal 
times, maybe amply underflood from the GlofTaries of Ducange (Greco, 
p. Bn, 812. Latin, tom. iv. p. 109 — in.). 


was 
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was borrowed from the Latin jurilprudence ; and 
their podejla, or chief, before he entered on his 
office, faluted the Emperor with loyal acclama- 
tions and vows of fidelity. Genoa l’ealed a firm 
alliance with the Greeks; and, in cafe of a de- 
fenfive war, a fupply of fifty empty gallics and a 
fuccour of fifty gallies completely armed and 
manned, was promifed by the republic to the em- 
pire. In the revival of a naval force, it was the 
aim of Michael Palscologus to deliver himfelffrom 
a foreign aid ; and his vigorous government con- 
tained the Genoefe of Galata within thofe limits 
which the infolence of wealth and freedom pro- 
voked them to exceed. A failor threatened that 
they fhould foon be matters of Conflantinople, 
and flew the Greek who relented this national 
affront ; and an armed veffel, after refilling to 
falute the palace, was guilty of fome a6ts of 
piracy in the Black Sea. Their countrymen 
threatened to fupport their caufe ; but the long 
and open village of Galata was inftantly fur- 
rounded by the Imperial troops ; till, in the mo- 
mentoftheaffaultjthe proflrate Genoefe implored 
the clemency of their fovereign. The defencelefs 
fituation which fecured their obedience, expofed 
them to the attack of their Venetian rivals, who, 
in the reign of the elder Andronicus, prefumed 
to violate the majcfly of the throne. On the ap- 
proach of their fleets, the Genoefe, with their 
families and effects, retired into the city : their 
empty habitations were reduced to afhes ; and 
the feeble prince, who had viewed the deftru6tion 
of his fuburb, expreffed his refentment, not by 

c c 4 arms. 
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chap, arms, but by ambafladors. This misfortune, 
lxiil however, was advantageous to the Genoele, who 
v ' obtained, and imperceptibly abufed, the danger- 
ous licence of furrounding Galata with a ftrong 
wall : of introducing into the ditch the waters of 
the fea ; of erecting lofty turrets ; and of mount- 
ing a train of military engines on the rampart. 
The narrow bounds in which they had been cir- 
cumfcribed, were infuflicient for the growing 
colony : each day they acquired fome addition of 
landed property ; and the adjacent bills were 
covered with their villas and caftles, which they 
joined and protected by new fortifications 44 . The 
navigation and trade of the Euxine was the patri- 
mony of the Greek emperors, who commanded 
the narrow entrance, the gates, as it were, of 
that inland fea. In the reign of Michael Palaeo- 
logus, their prerogative was acknowledged by 
the fultan of Egypt, who lolicited and obtained 
the'liberty offending an annual fhip for the pur- 
chafe of llaves in Circaflia and the Lefl’er Tartary ; 
a liberty pregnant with mifcluef to the Chriitian 
caufe ; lince thele youths were transformed by 
education and difeipline into the formidable 
Mamalukes 45 . From the colony of Pera, the 

Genoele 


The eflablifhment .and progrcls of the Genoele at Pera, or Galafa, 
is defcribed by Ducange (C.P. Chrifiiana, 1 . i. p. 68, 69.) from the 
Byzantine hiflorians, Pachymer (I. ii. c. 35. 1 . v. 10. ,30. 1 . ix. 15. 
l.xii. 6 . 9.)* Nicephorus Gregoras (l.v. c. 4 . 1 . vi. c. 11. 1. ix* c. 5, 
1 * xi. c. 1. 1 * xv. c. 1. 6 .), and Cantacuzene ( 1 . i. c. 13. 1 . ii. c. 29, &c.). 

4S Both Pachymer (1. iii. c. 3, 4, 5.) and Nic. Gregoras (J.iv. c. 7.) 
underftand and deplore the efTe<Sls of this dangerous indulgence. 
Bibars, fultan of Egypt, himfelf a Tartar, but a devout Mufulrnan, 
obtained from the children of Zingis the permiflkm It) build a (lately- 

mofch 
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Genoefe engaged with fuperior advantage in the 

lucrative trade of the^Black Sea; and their in- I v 

duftry fupplied the Greeks with filh and corn ; Thcinrade 
two articles of food almofl equally important to a j^ ci y 
fuperftjtious people. The fpontaneous bounty of 
nature appears to have bellowed the harvefts of 
the Ukraine, the produce of a rude and favage 
hulbandry ; arid the endlels exportation of falt- 
fifli and caviar is annually renewed by the enor- 
mous (lurgeons that are caught at the mouth of the 
Don or Tanais, in their laft llation of the rich 
mud and fhallow water of the Mseotis 46 . The 
waters of the Oxus, the Calpian, the Volga, and 
the Don, opened a rare and laborious palfage for 
the gems and fpices of India ; and, after three 
months march, the caravans of Carizme met the 
Italian veffels in the harbours of Crimaea 47 . Thele 
various branches of trade were monopolifed by 
the diligence and power of the Genoele. Their 
rivals of Venice and Pilk were forcibly expelled ; 
the natives were awed by the callles and cities, 
which arofe on the foundations of their humble 
factories ; and their principal eftablilhment of 


mofch in the capital of Crimea (de Guignes, Iiift. des Huns, tom. in. 

P- 343 -)- 

Vl Chardin (Voyages en Perfe, tom. u p. 48.) was allured at Caffa, 
thefe fifties were fometimes twenty-four or twenty-fix feet long, weighed 
eight or nine hundred pounds, and yielded three or four quintals of 
cavier. The corn of the Bofphorus had fupplied the Athenians in the * 
time of Demoflhenes. 

47 De Guignes, Hift. des Huns, tom. iii. p. 343, 344. Viaggi di 
Ramufio, tom. i. fol. 400. But this land or water carriage could 
only be practicable when Tartary was united under a wife and power- 
ful monarch. 


Caffa 
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TIIE DECLINE AND FALL 

, Cafi'a was befieged without e fleet by the Tartar 
powers. Deftitute of a navy, the Greeks were 
oppreffed by ‘thefe ha uglify merchants, who fed, 
or famifhed Confiantinople, according to their 
intereft. They proceeded to ufurp the cuftoms, 
the filhery, and even the toll, of the Bofphorus ; 
and while they derived from thefe objects a 
revenue of two hundred thoufand pieces of gold, 
a remnant of thirty thoufand was reluctantly al- 
lowed to the Emperor 40 . The colony of Pera 
or Galata aCted, in peace and war, as an indepen- 
dent Hate ; and, as it will happen in diftant 
fettlements, the Genoefe podelta too often forgot 
that he was the fervant of his own mailers. 

Thefe ufurpations were encouraged by the 
weaknefs of the elder Andronicus, and by the 
civil wars that afflicted his age and the minority 
of his gvandfon. The talents of Cantacuzene 
were employed to the ruin, rather than the refto- 
ration, of the empire ; and after his domeftic 
victory, he was condemned to an ignominious 
trial, whether the Greeks or the Genoele Ihould 
reign in Confiantinople. The merchants of Pera 
were offended by his refulal of fome contiguous 
lands, fome commanding heights, which they 
propofed to cover with new fortifications ; and in 
the abfence of the Emperor, who was detained at 
Demotica by licknefs, they ventured to brave the 

4<i Nic. Gregoras (t. xiii. c. 12.) Is judicious and well-informed on the 
trade and colonies of the Black Sea. Chardin deferibes the prefent 
ruins of Cafi’a, where, in forty days, he faw above 400 fail employed 
in the corn and fifli trade (Voyages en Perfe, tom. i. p. 46— -48.). 

4J See Nic. Gregoras, 1 . xvii. c. 1. 

16 


debility 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


395 


debility of a female reign. A Byzantine veil'd, c if ap. 
which had prefumed* to fifli at the mouth of the Lxm ~ , 
harbour, was funk by thefe audacious ftrangers ; 
the filhermen were murdered. Inftead of fuing 
for pardon, the Genoefe demanded fatisfa6lion ; 
required, in an haughty drain, that the Greeks 
th on Id renounce the exercife of navigation ; and 
encountered with regular arms the fil'd, tallies of 
the popular indignation. They indantly occupied 
the debateable land ; and by the labour of a whole 
people, of either fex and of every age, the wall 
was railed, and the ditch was funk, with incre- 
dible Ipced. At the fame time, they attacked 
and burnt two Byzantine gallics; while the three 
others, the remainder of the Imperial navy, ef- 
caped from their hands : the habitations without 
the gates, or along the Ihore, were pillaged and 
deltroyed ; and the care of the regent, of the Em- 
prefs Irene, was confined to the prefervation of 
the city. The return of Cantacuzene difpellcd 
the public confternation ; the Emperor inclined 
to peaceful counfelsj but he yielded to the oblli- 
nacy of his enemies, who rejected all reafonahle 
terms, and to the ardour of his fubjects, who 
threatened, in the ilyle of Scripture, to break 
them in pieces like a potters veil'd. Yet they 
relu6lantly paid the taxes, that he impofed for 
the conltruetion of fliips, and the expenees of 
the war ; and as the two nations were mailers, 
the one of the land, the other of the lea, Con- 
ftantinople and Pera were prefieil by the evils of 
a mutual liege. The merchants of the colony, 
who had believed that a few days would terminate 

the 
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c n A P- the war, already murmured at their lofies ; the 
f uccours f rora their mother-country were delayed 
by the factions of Genoa j and the moll cautious 
embraced the opportunity of a Rhodian veil'd to 

remove their families and effeds from the l’cene 

« 

of hollility. I11 the Ipring, the Byzantine fleet, 
feven gallies, and a train of ftnaller veflels, ifllied 
from the mouth of the harbour, and fleered in a 
lingle line along the Ihore of Pera ; unfkilfully 
prefenting the tides to the beaks of the adverl’e 
fquadron. The crews were compofed of peafants 
and mechanics ; nor was their ignorance com- 
penfated by the native courage of Barbarians : 
the wind was ltrong, the waves were rough ; and 
no l’ooner did the Greeks perceive a diltant and 
inactive enemy, than they leaped headlong into 
the lea, from a doubtful, to an inevitable peril. 
The troops that marched to the attack of the 
lines of Pera were ftruek at the lame moment 


with a limilar panic : and the Genoefe were afto- 
nillied, and almolt alliamed, at their double vic- 
tory. Their triumphant veflels, crowned with 
flowers, and dragging after them the captive gal- 
lies, repeatedly palled and repafled before the 
palace ; the only virtue of the Emperor was pa- 
tience ; and the hope of revenge his foie confo- 
lation. Yet the diftrefs of both parties interpoled 
a temporary agreement 5 and the fhame of the 
• empire was difguifed by a thin veil of dignity 
and power. Summoning the chiefs of the co- 
lony, Cantacuzene afte<5led to delpife the trivial 
obje6l of the debate ; and after a mild reproof, 
moll, liberally granted the lands, which had been 
14 pre- 
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previoufly refigned to the feeming cuftody of his c n a r. 
officers 1 LXIIJ - 

• L... — -v 

But the Emperor was toon folicited to violate victory of 
the treaty, and to join his arms with the Ve- llie , Gl> 

# * ^ noefe over 

netians', the perpetual enemies of Genoa and t ) u . Vouc- 
her colonies. While he compared the reafons of y a » s:,l,<l 
peace and war, his moderation was provoked by a.d. i ’c;.. 
a wanton intuit of the inhabitants of Pera, who l'cb. >.’• 
difeharged from their rampart a large ttone that 
fell in the midtt of Conftantinople. On his juft 
complaint, they coldly blamed the imprudence of 
their engineer; but the next day the iufult was 
repeated, and they exulted inafecond proof that 
the royal city was not beyond the reach of their 
artillery. Cantacuzene inftantly tigned his treaty 
with the Venetians ; but the weight of the Ilo- 
^nan empire was fcarcely felt in the balance of 
tliefe opulent and powerful republics s '. From 
the Streights of Gibraltar to the mouth of the 
Tanais, their fleets encountered each other with 
various fuccefs ; and a memorable battle was 
fought in the narrow lea, under the walls of Con- 
ftantinople. It would not be an eafy talk to recon- 
cile the accounts of the Greeks, the Venetians, 
and the Genoefe ^ ; and while I depend on the 

narrative 


The events of this war are related by Cantacuzene (l.iv. c . n.) 
with oblcurity and confulion, and by Nic. Gregoras (I. xvii. c. i — 7.) 
in a clear and honeft narrative. The prieft was lets refponfible than 
the prince for the defeat of the fleet. 

51 The fecond war Is darkly told by Canlacuzeue ( 1 - iv. c. 18. p* 24 > 
28 — 3 2. j who wiflies to difguile what he dares not deny. I regret 
t liis part of Nic. Gregoras, which is ftill in MS. at Paris. 

u Mura tori (Aniiali d’ltalia* tom. xii. p. 1 44 -) refers to the moll an- 
cient 
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chap, narrative of an impartial hiftorian 5 -', I {hall bor- 

LXiii. row f rom each nation the fa6ts that redound to 

* ~ * 

their own diigrace, and the honour of their foes. 
The Venetians, with their allies the Catalans, 
had the advantage of number ; nnd their fleet, 
with the poor addition of eight Byzantine gal- 
lies, amounted to feventy-five fail : the Genoefe 
did not exceed fixty-four ; but in thole times 
their fhips of war were diftinguifhed by the 1U- 
periority of their fize and ft length. The names 
and families of their naval commanders, Pilani 
and Doria, are illuftrious in the annals of their 
country ; but tile perfonal merit of the former 
was eclipfed by the fame and abilities of his rival. 
They engaged in tcmpeftuous weather ; and the 
tumultuary conflict was continued from the dawn 
to the extinction of light. The enemies of the 
Genoele applaud their prowefs : the friends of 
the Venetians are diflatisfied with their behaviour: 
but all parties agree in prailing the {kill and bold- 
nefs of the Catalans, who, with many wounds, 
fuftained the brunt of the action. On the repara- 
tion of the fleets, the event might appear doubt- 
fid ; but the thirteen Genoefe gallies, that had 
been funk or taken, were compenfated by a 
double lofs of the allies ; of fourteen Venetians, 


cient Chronicles of Venice (Carefimis, the continuator of Andrew Dan- 
dnlus, tom. xii. p. 421, 422.)? and Genoa (George Stella? Annales Gc- 
nuenfes, tom. xvii. p. 1091? 1092.) ; both which I have diligently 
confulted in his great Colle&ions of the Hiftorians of Italy. 

See the Chronicle of Matteo Viliam of Florence? I. ii. c. 59, 60 * 

p. 145 — 147* c* 74* 75* P’ 157. in Muratori’s Oolie&ion, 
tom. xiv. 


ten 
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ten Catalans, and two Greeks ; and even the chap. 
grief of the conquerors, exprefled the affurance , LXnL , 
and habit of more decisive victories. Pifani con- 
fefled his defeat, by retiring into a fortified har- 
bour, from whence, under the pretext of the 
orders of the fenate, he fleered with a broken and 
flying fquadron for the Hie of Candia, and aban- 
doned to his rivals the fovereignty of the lea. In a 
public epiftle S4 , addrefled to the doge and fenate, 
Petrarch employs his eloquence to reconcile the 
maritime powers, the two luminaries of Italy. 

The orator celebrates the valour and victory of 
the Gcnoefe, the firlt of men in the exercife of 
naval war : he drops a tear on the misfortunes 
of their Venetian brethren ; but he exhorts them 
to purfue with fire and fword the bafe and per- 
fidious Greeks ; to purge the metropolis of the 
Eaft from the herefy with which it was infected. 
Deferted by their friends, the Greeks were in- Their 
capable of refiftanee ; and three months after the t . reaty Wltl ‘ 

1 ' „ .. . , the empire, 

battle, the Emperor Cantacuzene iohcited and May 6. 
fubferibed a treaty, which for ever banifhedthe 
Venetians and Catalans, and granted to the Ge- 
noefe a monopoly of trade, and almofl a right of 
dominion. The Roman empire (I fmile in tranf- 
cribing the name) might foon have funk into a 
province of Genoa, if the ambition of the repub- 


54 The Abbe de Sadc (Memoircs fur la Vie dtr Petrarque, tom. Hi. 
p, 257 — ^63.) tranflates this letter, which he had copied from a MS. 
in the King of France’s library. Though a fervant of the Duke of 
Milan, Petrarch pours forth his aftoniftiment and grief at the defeat 
and del pair of the Genoefe in the following year (p. 323 — 332.)* 


lie 
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c ii A P. lie had not been checked by the ruin of her free- 
t lxiii. dom and naval power. A long conteft of one 
hundred and thirty years was determined by the 
triumph of Venice ; and the factions of the Ge- 
noefe compelled them to feek foi; domeftic peace 
under the protection of a foreign lord, the Duke 
of Milan, or the French King. Yet the fpirit of 
commerce furvived that of conqueft ; and the 
colony of Pcra Hill awed the capital and navi- 
gated the Euxine, till it was involved by the 
Turks in the final fervitude of Conftantinople 
itfelf. 
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•CHAP. LXIV. 

Conquejls of Zingis Khan and the Moguls from 
China to Poland . — Ffcape of Conjlantinople 
and the Greeks. — Origin of the Ottoman 
Turks in Bitliynia. — Reigns and Victories 
of Othman , Orchan , Amurath the Firjt , and 
Bajazet the Firjl. — Foundation and Pro- 
grefs of the Turki/h Monarchy in Afia and 
Furope. — Danger of Conjlantinople and the 
Greek Empire. 


JfROM the petty quarrels of a city and her c II A p. 

fuburbs, from the cowardice and difcord of LXIV * 
the falling Greeks, I fliall now afcerul to the vic- 
torious Turks j whole domeftic flavery was en- 
nobled by martial dilcipline, religious enthu- 
fiafm, and the energy of the national chara6ler. 

The rife and progrefs of the Ottomans, the 
prelent fovereigns of Conftantinople, are con- 
ne6ted with the mod important fcenes of modern 
hiftory ; but they are founded on a previous 
knowledge of the great eruption Of the Moguls 
and Tartars; whole rapid conquefts may be 
compared with the primitive convuHions of 
nature, which have agitated and altered the 
lurface of the globe. I have long lince aiferted 
my claim to introduce the nations, the imme- 
diate or remote authors of the fall of the Roman 


VOL. XI. 


D I) 


empire ; 
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c H A P. empire ; nor can I refute myfelf to thofe events, 
LX IV - which, from their uncommon magnitude, will 
r interett a philolophic mind in the hiftory of 
blood 

Z.ingis From the fpacious highlands* between Chinas 

Empewof Siberia, and the Cafpian Sea, the tide of emi- 

the Moguls gration and war has repeatedly been poured. 

and lit- TJiefe ancient feats of the Mums and Turks 

tars, A. I). . , . , „ , , 

ij 0 (5 were occupied in the twelfth century by many 

I1J t- pafloral tribes of the fame defcent and fimilar 

manners, which were united and led toconqueft 
by the formidable Zingis. In this afcent to 
greatnefs, that Barbarian (whole private appel- 
lation was Temugin) had trampled on the 
necks of his equals. His birth was noble : but 
it was in the pride of victory, that the prince 
or people deduced his feventh anceltor from 
the immaculate conception of a virgin. His 
father had reigned over thirteen holds, which 
compofed about thirty or forty thoufand fami- 
lies : above two- thirds refilled to pay tithes or 
obedience to his infant Ion : and at the age of 
thirteen, Temugin fought a battle againft his 
rebellious fubje&'s. The future conqueror of 
Alia was obliged to fly and to obey: but lie 
role fu peri or to his fortune, and in his fortieth 
year lie had eftablilhed his fame and dominion 
over the circumjacent tribes. In a flate of 
fociety, in which policy is rude and valour is 

1 The reader is invited to review the chapters of the fourth and 
fixth volumes ; the manners of paftoral nations, the conquefts of Attila 
and the Huns, which were compofed at a time when I entertained the 
wilh, rather than the hope, of concluding my hiftory. 

univerlal, 
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iitmerlai, the aicendant of one man mu ft be chap. 
burn ded on his power and refoJution to puuilh ^ fV * J 
his enemies and rccompenf'e his friends. His firft 
military league was ratified by the fimple rites of 
fieri fie i'ug an .horfe and tailing of a running 
ftream : Temugin pledged him felf to divide with 
his followers the lweets and the bitters of life ; 
and when he had fliared among them his horfes 
and apparel, he was rich in their gratitude and 
his own hopes. After his firft victory he placed 
feventy chaldrons on the fire, and feventy of the 
moft guilty rebels were call headlong into the 
boiling water. The fphere ol his attraction was 
continually enlarged by the ruin of the proud 
and the fubmiffion of the prudent ; and the holdeit 
chieftains might tremble, when they beheld, 
enchafeil in filver, the fkull of the khan of the 
Karaites ’ ; who, under the name of Preftcr John, 
had correfponded with the Roman pontiff and 
the princes of Europe. The ambition of Te- 
inugin condefcended to employ the arts of fuper- 
flition ; and it was from a naked prophet, 
who could afcend'to heaven on a white liorfe, 
that he accepted the title of Zitigis ! , the mo/t 

great ; 

" The khans of the Kerailes w ere moft probably incapable of read- 
ing the pompous epillles composed in their name by the Neftorian mil- 
homines, who endowed them with the fabulous wonders of an Indian 
kingdom. Perhaps thefe Tart ars (the Prelbytor or Prieft John) had 
fubmitted to the rites of baptiftn and ordination (A/lcmaii. Bibliot. 

Orient, tom.iii. P.ii. p«48; — 503.). 

3 Since the hiftory and tragedy of Voltaire, (jeagis, at leaft in 
French* feems to be the more fafhionable ipdling ; but Abidgliazi 
Khan muft have known the true name of his anreltor. His etymo- 
logy appears juft Zhi : in the Mogul tongue, ligiiifies great , and grs 
is the fupcrlativc termination (Hift. Genealogiquc des Tartars, part lib 

f> D Z p. I94* 
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c H A P. great ; and a divine right to the con quell and 

. L ^ IV ' ■ dominion of the earth. , In a general couroultai , 
or diet, he was feated on a felt, which was 
long afterwards revered as a relic, and l’olemnly 
proclaimed great khan, or Emperor of the Mo- 
guls 4 and Tartars 5 . Of thele kindred, though 
rival names, the former had given birth to the 
Imperial race ; and the latter has been extended 
by accident or error over the fpacious wildernels 
of the north. 

Hi* laws. The code of laws which Zingis dictated to 
his fltbje&s, was adapted to the prefervation of 
domeltic peace, and the exercife of foreign hofti- 
lity. The punifliment of death was inflibled on 
the crimes of adultery, murder, perjury, and the 
capital thefts of an horle or ox ; and the fiercelt 
of men were mild and juft in their intercourfe 
with each other. The future election of the 
great khan was veiled in the princes of his family 
and the heads of the tribes ; and the regulations 
of the chace were eflential to the pleafures and 
plenty of a Tart ar camp. The victorious nation 
was held facred from all fervile labours, which 

p. 194, 195.)- Erom the fame idea of magnitude, the appellation of 
7Angis is bellowed on the ocean, 

4 The name of Moguls has prevailed among the Orientals, and ftill 
adheres to the titular fovereign, the Great Mogul of Hindoltan. 

s The Tartars (more properly Tatars) were defcemled from Tatar 
Khan the brother of Mogul Khan (fee Abulghazi, part i. and ii.) 
and once formed a hord of 70,000 families on the borders of Kitay 
(p. 103 — 112.). In the great invafion of Europe (A. 0.1238), 
they feem to have led the vanguard ; and the fimilitude of the name 
of Tartarei* recommended that of Tartars to the Latins (Matt. 
Paris, p, 398, &c.). 


were 
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were abandoned to Haves and ftrangers ; and chap. 
every labour was ferviJe except the profeffion of . I,XIV ’ , 
arms. The lervice and dilcipline of the troops, 
who were armed with bows, fcymetars, and iron 
maces, and divided by hundreds, thoufands, and 
ten thoufands, were the inftitutions of a veteran 
commander. Each officer and foldier was made 
refponfible, under pain of death, for the fafety 
and honour of his companions ; and the fpirit of 
conqueft breathed in the law, that peace fhould 
never be granted unlefs to a vanquifhed and 
fuppliant enemy. But it is the religion of 
Zingis that bell deferves our wonder and ap- 
plaufe. The Catholic inquifitors of Europe, 
who defended nonfenfe by cruelty, might have 
been confounded by the example of a Barbarian, 
who anticipated the leffons of philofopliy % and 
eftablifhed by his laws a lyftem of pure theifm 
and perfect toleration. His firfl and only ar- 
ticle of faith was the exiftence of one God, the 
author of all good ; who fills by his prefence 
the heavens and the earth, which he has created 
by his power. The Tartars and Moguls were 
addicted to the idols of their peculiar tribes ; 
and many of them had been converted by the 
foreign miflionaries to the religions of Mofes, 
of Mahomet, and of Chrift. Thefe various 
fyftems in freedom and concord, were taught 
and pra6tifed within the precin6ls of the fame 


6 A fingufcr conformity may be found between the religious laws of 
Zingis Khan and of Mr. Locke (Conftitutioris of Carolina, in his works, 
vol. iv. p. 535. 4*o* edition, 1777)* 

P D 3 


camp ; 
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C h A p. camp ; and the Bonze, the Iman, the Rabbi, 

^ the Ncftorian, and the* Latin prieit, enjoyed 
the fame honourable exemption from fervice 
and tribute: in the mofch of Bochara, the in- 
folent vi6tor might trample the Koran under his 
horfe’s feet, but the calm legiflator refpeeted the 
prophets and pontiffs of the molt hoftile feets. 
The realbn of Zingis was not informed by books , 
the khan could neither read nor write; and, 
except the tribe of the Igours, the grcatell pari 
of the Moguls and Tartars were as illiterate as 
their fovereign. The memory of their exploits 
was preferved by tradition: fixty-eight years alter 
the death of Zingis, thele traditions were col- 
lected and tranferibed 7 ; the brevity of their do- 
meftic annals may be fupplied by the Chinefe 8 , 


7 In the jrear 1294? by the command of Gazan, khan of Peilku 
1 fie fourth in defeat from Zingis. From thele traditions, his vizir 
Fadlallah compofed a Mogul hiftory in the Perlian language, which 
has been ufed by Petit de la Croix (Hift. de Genghizcan, p.537 — 
539.). The Hiftoire Gcncalogique des Tatars (a Leyde, 1726, in 
1 2mo. 2 tomes) was tranflated by the Swedilh prifoners in Siberia from 
the Mogul MS. of Abulgafi Bahadur Khan, a defendant of Zingis, 
who reigned over the UIbccks of Charaifm, or Carizme (A. D. 1644 
— 1663). He is of moll value and credit for the names, pedigrees, 
and manners of his nation. Of his nine parts, the ift defends from 
Adam to Mogul Khan, the iid, from Mogul to Zingis; the iiid, is 
the life of Zingis; the ivtb, vth, vith, and viith, the general hiftory 
of his four Ions, and their pofterity ; the viiith and ixth, the particular 
hiftory of the defendants of Sheibani Khan, w r ho reigned in Maure- 
nahar and Charafm, 

8 Hiftoire de Gentchifcan, et de toutc la Dinaftie des Mongous fes 
Succefleurs, Conquerans de la Chine ; tirce de PFIiftoire de la Chine, 
par le R. P. Gaubil, de la Societe de Jefus, Millionaire a Pekin; a 
Paris, 1739, m 4 ta This tranllation is ftamped with the Chinefe 
charadler of domeftic accuracy and foreign ignorance. 

14 Perfians, 
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I’erfimis % Armenians Syrians”, Arabians”, CHAP. 
Greeks ,J , Ruffians '% Poles ' s , Hungarians ' 6 , and , L ^ 1V [ , 

Latins ; 


y Sec the Hiftoire # du Grand Genghizcan, premier Erapercur de? 
Mogols et Tart ares, par M. Petit de la Croix, a Paris, 1710, in nmo. : 
a work of ten years’ labour, chiefly drawn from the Perfian writers, 
among whom Nifavi, the fecretary of fultan Gelaleddin, has the merit 
and prejudices of a contemporary. A flight air of romance is the fault 
of the originals, or the compiler. See likewife the articles of Gen- 
ghi%can , Mohammed , Gclaleddin, See . in the Bibliotheque Orientaleof 
D’Herbelot. 

10 Haithonus, or Aithonus, an Armenian prince, and afterwards a 
monk of Promontre (Fabric. Bibliot. Lat. medii JEv i, tom. i. p. 34, ) 
dilated in the French language, his book dc Tartans , his old fellow- 
foldiers. It was immediately tranflated into Latin, and is inferted in 
theNovus Orbis of Simon Grynaeus (Bafll, 1555, in folio). 

" Zingis Khan, and his firft fucceilbrs, occupy the conclufion of the 
ixth Dynafly of Abulpharagius (\ erf. Pocock, Oxon.1663, in 410.); and 
his xth Dynafly is that of the Moguls of Perfla. Aflemannus (Bibliot. 
Orient, tom. ii.) has extracted fome fadls from his Syriac writings, 
and the lives of the Jacobite maphrians, or primates of the Fall. 

*” Among the Arabians, in language and religion, we may difUnguilh 
Abulfeda, fultan of Hamah in Syria, who fought in perfon, under the 
Mamaluke ftandard, againfl: the Moguls. 

11 Nieephorus Gregoras (1. ii. c.5, 6.) has felt the nceeffity o f conne&~ 
ing tlie Scythian and Byzantine hiftories. He deferibes with truth and 
elegance the lettlement and manners of the Moguls of Perfla, but he is 
ignorant of their origin, and corrupts the names of Zingis and his 
Tons. 

M M. Levcfque (Hiftoire de Ruffle, tom. ii.) has deferibed the con- 
quell of Ruffla by the Tartars, from the Patriarch Nicon, and the old 
chronicles. 

,r> For Poland, I am content with the Sarmatia Aflatica et Europea 
of Matthew a Michou, or de Michovia, a canon and phyfician of Cra- 
cow (A. D. 1506) inferted in the Novus Orbis of Grynxus. Fabric. 
Bibliot. Latin, mediae et infimse iEtatis, tom. v. p.56. 

16 I fhould quote Thuroczius, tlie oldeft general hiflorian (pars ii. 
c. 74. p. 150.), in the ill volume of the Scriptores Rerum Hungari- 
caruxn, did not the fame volume contain the original narrative of a con- 
temporary, an eye witnefs, and a fufferer (M. Rogerii, Hungari, Vara- 
dienfis Capituli Canonici, Carmen miferabile, feu Hiftoria fuper De- 

D D 4 ftrudtione 
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chap. Latins 17 ; and each nation will deferve credit 

LXIV. 

^ * j in the relation of their 6wn difafters and de- 

feats ,s . 

cT'na 0 " ° f The arms of Zingis and his lieutenants fac- 
A.D. jaio ceflively reduced the hords of the defert, who 
—-i ai 4 ; pitched their tents between the wall of China and 
the Volga ; and the Mogul Emperor became the 
monarch of the paftoral world, the lord of many 
millions of Ihepherds and foldiers, who felt their 
united ftrength, and were impatient to rulh on 
the mild and wealthy climates of the fouth. His 
anceliors had been the tributaries of the Chinefe 
emperors j and Temugin himfelf had been dis- 
graced by a title of honour and fervitude. The 
court of Pekin was allonifhed by an embafly 
from its former vaflal, who, in the tone of the 
king of nations, exacted the tribute and obe- 

ftru&ione Regni Hungarian, Temporibus Belae IV. Regis per Tar- 
tares fadla, p. 29a — 321.) : the bell picture that I have ever feen of 
all the circumftances of a Barbaric invafion. 

17 Matthew Paris has reprefented, from authentic documents, the 
danger an<J diftrefs of Europe (confult the word Tartari in his copious 
Index). From motives of zeal and curiofity, the court of the great 
Khan, in the xiiith century was vifited by two friars John de Plano 
Carpini, and William Rubruquis, and by Marco Polo, a Venetian gen- 
tleman. The Latin relations of the two former are inferted in the ill 
volume ofllaclduyt ; the Italian original or verfion of , the third (Fabric. 
Bibliot. Latin, medii JEvi, tom.ii. p.198. tom. y. p. 35.) may be 
found in the iid tome of Ramufio. 

* * In his great hiftory of the Huns, M. de Guignes has moft amply 
* treated of Zingis Khan and his fuccefiors. See tom. iii. 1. xv — xix. and 
in the collateral articles of the Seljukians of Rouin, tom.ii. l.xi. the 
Carizmians, 1 . xiv. and the Marnalukes, tom. iv. 1 . xxi. : confult like- 
wile the tables of the ill volume. He is ever learned and accurate ; 
yet I am only indebted to him for a general view, and fome pafTages of 
Ahulfeda, which are itill latent in the Arabic text. 
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dience which he had paid, and who affe6fced to c H A P. 

i 7 Y VTV 

treat the Jon of heaven ns the moft contemptible , * . 

of mankind. An haughty anfwer difguifed their 
fecret apprehenlions ; and their fears were foon 
juftified by the'march of innumerable fquadrons, 
who pierced on all fides the feeble rampart 
of the great wall. Ninety cities were flortned, 
or Itarved, by the Moguls ; ten only efcaped ; 
and Zingis, from a knowledge of the filial piety 
of the Chinel'e, covered his vanguard with their 
captive parents ; an unworthy, and by degrees a 
fruitlel's, abufe of the virtue of his enemies. His 
invalion was fupported by the revolt of an hun- 
dred thoufand Khitans, who guarded thefrontier : 
yet he liftened to a treaty ; and a princefs of 
China, three thoufand horfes, five hundred 
youths, and as many virgins, and a tribute of 
gold and filk, were the price of his retreat. In 
hisfecond expedition, he compelled the Chinele 
Emperor to retire beyond the yellow river to a 
more fouthern refidence. The liege of Pekin '* 
was long and laborious : the inhabitants were re- 
duced by famine to decimate and devour their 
fellow citizens ; when their ammunition was 
fpent, they difeharged ingots of gold and filver 
from their engines ; but the Moguls introduced 
a mine to the centre of the capital ; and the con- 
flagration of the palace burnt above thirty days. 

19 More properly Yen-king* an ancient city, whofe ruins ftill appear 
fome furlongs to the fouth-eaft of the modern Pekin , which was built 
by Cublai Khan (Gaubel, p. 146.). Pe-king and Nan-king are vague 
titles, the courts of the north and of the fouth. The identity and 
change of names perplex the moft lkilful readers of the Chinefe geo- 
graphy (p. 177.). 
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chap. China was defolated by Tartar war and domeilic 
i.x iv. faction • and the five northern provinces were 
added to the empire of Zingis. 

T?™’ ^ le he touched the dominions of Mo- 
ana, and hammed fultan of Carizme, who* reigned from 
PerHa, the Perfian Gulf to the borders of India and 
_l T j 24 * Turkeftan ; and who, in the proud imitation of 
Alexander the Great, forgot the fervitude and 
ingratitude of his fathers to the houfe of Seljuk. 
It was the wifli of Zingis to eftablifh a friendly 
and commercial intercourfe with the moft power- 
ful of the Moflem princes; nor could he betempt- 
ed by the fecret folicitations of the Caliph of Bag- 
dad, who fiicrificed to his perlo-nal wrongs the 
fafety of the church and ftate. A rafh and in- 
human deed provoked and juftified the Tartar 
arms in the invafion of the louthern Alia. A 
caravan of three ambafl’adors and one hundred 
and fifty merchants, was arrelled and murdered 
at Otrar, by the command of Mohammed ; nor 
was it till after a demand and denial of juftice, 
till he had prayed and failed three nights on a 
mountain, that the Mogul Emperor appealed to 
the judgment of God and his fword. Our Eu- 
ropean battles, fays a philofophic writer 2 °, are 
petty Ikirmifhes, if compared to the numbers that 
have fought and fallen in the fields of Afia. 

. Seven hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars are 
faid to have marched under the ftandard of Zingis 
and his four fons. In the vaft plains that extend 

20 M. de Voltaire, Eflai fur l’Hiftoire Generate, tom. ill. c. 60. p. 8. 
His account of Zingis and the Moguls contains, as ufual, much general 
fenfe and truth, with fome particular errors. 
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to the north of the Sihon of Jaxartes, they were C ^ J ^ P ' 
encountered by four hundred thoufand foldiers of 
the fultan ; and in the firll battle, which was fuf- 
pended by the night, one hundred and fixty thou- 
fand Carizmirfns were flain. Mohammed was 
aftonifhed by the multitude and valour of his 
enemies : he withdrew from the fcene of danger, 
and diftributcd his troops in the frontier towns j 
trulting that the Barbarians, invincible in the 
field, would be repulled by the length and diffi- 
culty of lb many regular lieges. But the pru- 
dence of Zingis had formed a body of Chinefe 
engineers, fkilled in the mechanic arts, informed 
perhaps of the fecret of gunpowder, and capable, 
under his difcipline, of attacking a foreign coun- 
try with more vigour and fuccefs than they had 
defended their own. The Perfian hiflorians will 
relate the lieges and redu&ion of Otrar,Cogende, 
Bochara, Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou, 
Nilabour, Batch, and Candahar ; and the con- 
queft of the rich and populous countries of 
Tranfoxiana, Carizme, and Chorafan. The de- 
ltru6tive hoflilities of Attila and the Huns have 
long linee been elucidated by the example of 
Zingis and the Moguls ; and in this more proper 
place I lhall be content to obferve that, from 
the Cafpian to the Indus, they ruined a tract of 
many hundred miles, which was adorned with . 
the habitations and labours of mankind, and that 
fivecenturies have not been fufficient to repair the 
ravages of four years. The Mogul Emperor en- 
couraged or indulged the fury of his troops ; the 
hope of future polfelfion was loft in the ardour of 

rapine 
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chap, rapine and (laughter : and the caufe of the war 

;t LXIV * . exafperated their nativefiercenefs by the pretence 
of juftice and revenge. The downfal and death 
of the fultan Mohammed, who expired unpitied 
and alone, in a defert ifland of the Cafpian Sea, 
is a poor atonement for the calamities of which he 
was the author. Could the Carizmian empire have 
been faved by a (ingle hero, it would have been 
laved by his Ion Gelaleddin, whole active valour 
repeatedly checked the Moguls in the career of 
victory. Retreating, as he fought, to the banks 
of the Indus, he was opprefled by their innumer- 
able holt, till, in the lad moment of deljpair, 
Gelaleddin fpurred his horfe into the waves, 
lwam one of the broadelt and mod rapid rivers of 
Alia, and extorted the admiration and applaufe 
of Zingis liimfelf. It was in this camp that the 
Mogul conqueror yielded with reluctance to the 
murmurs of his weary and wealthy troops, who 
lighed for the enjoyment of their native land. 
Incumbered with the fpoils of Alia, he llowly 
meafured back his footdeps, betrayed fome pity 
for the mifery of the vanquilhed, and declared 
his intention of rebuilding the cities which Jhad 
been fwept away by the temped of his arms. 
After he had repafled the Oxus and Jaxartes, he 
was joined by two generals, whom he had de- 
tached with thirty thoufand horfe, to fubdue the 
wedern provinces of Perlia. They had trampled 
on the nations which oppofed their palfage, pene- 
trated through the gates of Derbent, traverfed 
the Volga and the Defert, and accompliihed the 
circuit of the Calpian Sea, by an expedition 

which 
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which had never been attempted, and has never c H A P. 
been repeated. The return of Zingis was fig- LXIV * 
nalized by the overthrow' of the i*ebeIlious or 
independent kingdoms of Tartary ; and he died Hi* death, 
in the fulnefs^ of years and glory, with his laft AD,lla 7* 
breath exhorting and inftrudting his fons to at- 
chieve the conqueft of the Chinele empire. 

The haram of Zingis was compofed of five Conqueft 
hundred wives and concubines ; and of his nu- 
merous progeny, four fons, illuftrious by their the fucccf- 
birth and merit, exercifed under their father the 
principal offices of peace and war. Toulhi was A.D. my 
his great huntfman, Zagatai 11 his judge, 06tai Il9J * 
his minifter, and Tuli his general ; and their 
names and actions are often confpicuous in the 
hiftory of his conquefts. Firmly united for their 
own and the public inter eft, the three brothers 
and their families were content with dependent 
fceptres ; and 06tai, by general confent, was 
proclaimed great khan, or Emperor of the Mo- 
guls and Tartars, fie was fucceeded by his fon 
Gayuk, after whofe death the empire devolved 
to his coufins Mangou and Cublai, the fons of 
Tuli, and the grandfons of Zingis. In the fixty- 
eight years of his four firft fucceffors, the Mogul 
fubdued almoft all Alia, and a large portion of 
Europe. Without confining myfelf to the order 
of time, without expatiating on the detail of 


21 Zagatai gave lais name to his dominions of Maurenahar, or 
Tranfoxiana ; and the Moguls of Hindollan, who emigrated from 
that country, are flyled Zagatais by the Perfians. This certain ety- 
mology, and the fimilar example of Uzbek, Nogai, 8cc. may warn us 
not abfolutely to rejedt the derivations of a national, from a perfonal, 
name. 
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c HAP. events, I fliall prefent a general picture of the 
lxtv. ^ progrefs of their arms ; I.IntheEaft: II. In the 
South ; III. In the Weft; and IY. In the North. 
Of the I. Before the invafion of Zingis, China was 
northern divided into two empires or dynafties of the North 
SET and South"; and the difference of origin and 
A.D.1234. intereft was fmoothed by a general conformity 
of laws, language, and national manners. The 
Northern empire, which had been difmembered 
by Zingis, was finally fubdued feven years after 
his death. After the lofs of Pekin, the Emperor 
had fixed his refidenee at Kaifong, a city many 
leagues in circumference, and which contained, 
according to the Chinefe annals, fourteen hun- 
dred thoufand families of inhabitants and fugi- 
tives. He efcaped from thence with only feveri 
horfemen, and made his laft ftand in a third 
capital, till at length the hopelels monarch, pro- 
telling his innocence and accufing his fortune, 
afcended a funeral pile, and gave orders, that, 
as loon as he had ftabbed himlelf, the fire Ihould 
be kindled by his attendants. The dynafty of 
the Song , the native and ancient fovereigns of 
the whole empire, furvived about forty-five years 
the fall of the Northern ufurpers ; and the perfect 
conqueft was referved for the arms of Cublai. 
During this interval, the Moguls were often 


” In Marco-Polo, and the Oriental geographers, the names of 
Cathay and Mangi diflinguifh the northern and fouthern empires, 
which, from A-D. 1234 to 1279, were thole of the great khan, and 
of the Chinefe, The fearch of Cathay, after China had been found, 
excited and milled our navigators of the fixteenth century, in their 
attempts to difcover the north -eali pafiage. 


diverted 
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diverted by foreign wars j and, if the Chinefe fel- 
dom dared to meet their victors in the field, their 
paffive courage prefented an endlefs fucceflion of 
cities to florm and of millions to (laughter. In 
the attack and,defence of places, the engines of 
antiquity and the Greek fire were alternately em- 
ployed : the ufe of gunpowder in cannon and 
bombs appears as a familiar practice 23 ; and the 
fieges were conducted by the Mahometans and 
Franks, who had been liberally invited into the 
fervice of Cublai. After palling the great river, 
the troops and artillery were conveyed along a 
feries of canals, til! they in veiled the royal refi- 
dence of Hamcheu, or Quinfay, in the country 
of filk, the moll delicious climate of China. The 
Emperor, a defencelefs youth, furrendered his 
perfon and feeptre j and before he was lent in 
exile into Tartary, he (truck nine times the ground 
with his forehead, to adore in prayer or thankl- 
giving the mercy of the great khan. Yet the war 
-{it was now (tiled a rebellion) was (till maintained 
in the fouthern provinces from Hamcheu to Can- 
ton ; and the obftinate remnant of independence 

a * I depend on the knowledge and fidelity of the Pere Gaubil, who 
tranflates the Chinefe text of the annals of the Moguls or Yuen 
(p. 7i- 93* but * am ig nor ant at what time thefe annals were 

compofed and publifhed. The two uncles of Marco-Polo, who ferved 
as engineers a f the fiege of Siengiangfou (I. ii. c. 61. in Ramufio, 
tom. ii. See Gaubil, p. 155. 157.), inuft have felt and related the 
effects of this deftrudtive powder, and their lilence is a weighty, and 
almofi deceive, obje&ion. I entertain a fufpidon that the recent dif- 
covery was carried from Europe to China by the caravans of the xvth 
century, and falfely adopted as an old national difeovery before the 
arrival of the Portuguefe and Jefuits in the xvith. Yet the Pere 
Gaubil affirms that the ufe of gunpowder has been known to the 
Chinefe above 1600 years. 
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chap, and hoftility was tranfported from the land to the 
lxiv. f ea> But when the fleet of the Song was fur- 
rounded and oppreffed lry a fuperior armament, 
their laft champion leaped into the waves with his 
infant Emperor inhis arms. “ Itis more glorious,’* 
he cried, “ to die a prince, than (0 live a Have.” 
An hundred thoufand Chinefe imitated his ex- 
ample > and the whole empire from Tonkin to 
the great wall, fubmitted to the dominion of 
Cublai. His boundlefs ambition afpired to the 
conquell of Japan : his fleet was twice lhip- 
wrecked: and the lives of an hundred thoufand 
Moguls and Chinefe were facrificed in the fruit- 
lefs expedition. But the circumjacent kingdoms, 
Corea, Tonkin, Cochinchina, Pegu, Bengal, and 
Thibet, were reduced in different degrees of 
tribute and obedience by the effort or terror of 
his arms. He explored the Indian ocean with 
a fleet of a thoufand fliips ; they failed in fixty- 
eight days, moft probably to the ifle of Borneo, 
under the equinoctial line ; and though they re- 
turned not without lpoil or glory, the Emperor 
was diffatisfied that the favage king had efcaped 
from their hands. 

Of Pcrila II. The conqueft of Indoftan by the Moguls 
empi'reof was re ferved in a later period for the houle of 
the caliphs, Timour; but that of Iran, or Perfia, was at- 
A.D.1258. c hi evec i by Holagou Khan, the grandfon of Zin- 
gis, the brother and lieutenant of the two fuccef- 
five emperors, Mangou and Cublai. I lliall not 
enumerate the crowd of fultans, emirs, and ata- 
beks, whom he trampled into duff j but the ex- 
10 tirpatioa 
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taxation of the A/Jhflins , orlfmaelians 14 ofPerfia, CHAP, 
tnay be confidered as a fervice to mankind. LXIV * t 
■Among the hills to the fouth of the Cafpian, 
ithefe odious feCtaries had reigned with impunity 
above an hunched and lixty years ; and their 
prince, or Imam, eftablilhed his lieutenant to 
lead and govern the colony of Mount Libanus, 
fo famous and formidable in the hiftory of the 
crufades - s . With the fanaticism of the Koran, 
the Ifmaelians had blended the Indian tranf. 
migration, and the vifions of their own pro- 
phets : and it was their firft duty to devote their 
fouls and bodies in blind obedience to the vicar 
of God. The daggers of his millionaries were 
felt both in the Ealt and Weft : the Chriftians 
and the Modems enumerate, and perhaps multi- 
ply, the illuftrious victims that were facrificed to 
the zeal, avarice, or refentment of the old man (as 
he was corruptly ftyled) of the mountain. But 
thefe daggers, his only arms, were broken by 
the fword of Holagou, and not a veftige is left 
of the enemies of mankind, except the word 
t ijfqfin , which, in the molt odious fenfe, has 
been adopted in the languages of Europe. The 
extinction of the Abbaffides cannot be indifferent 
to the fpeCtators of their greatnels and decline. 

Since the fall of their Seljukian tyrants, the ca- 

24 All that can be known of the Aflaflins of Perfia and Syria, i# 
poured from tile copious, and even profufe, erudition of M, Falconet* 
in two memoires read before the Academy of Infcriptions (tom. xvii. 
p. J27 — 170.). 

25 The Ifmaellarts of Syria, 40,000 Aflafiins, had acquired of 
founded ten cattles in the hills above Tortoija. About the year 1280, 
they were extirpated by the Mamalukes. 

VOL. xi. KK liphs 
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c li A p. liphs had recovered their lawful dominion of Bag- 
LXiv.^ { | at j ant i the Arabian Irak ; but the city was dif- 
tradled by theological factions, and the com- 
mander of the faithful was loll in a haram of 
feven hundred concubines. The invalion of the 
Moguls he encountered with feeble arms and 
haughty embaffies. “ On the divine decree,” 
faid theCaliph Mollafem, “is founded the throne 
“ of the Ions of Abbas : and their foes (hall 
“ furely be deftroyed in this world and in the 
“ next. Who is this Holagou that dares to 
“ rife againft them ? If he be defirous of peace, 
“ let him inllantly depart from the lacred terri- 
“ tory ; and perhaps he may obtain from our 
“ clemency the pardon of his fault.” This pre- 
fumption was cherilhed by a perfidious vizir, who 
allured his mailer, that, even if the Barbarians 
had entered the city, the women and children, 
from the terraces, would be fufficient to over- 
whelm them with Hones. But when Holagou 
touched the phantom, it inllantly vanilhed into 
fmoke. After a liege of two months, Bagdad 
was llormed and facked by the Moguls : and 
their favage commander pronounced the death of 
the Caliph Mollafem, the laft of the temporal 
fuccelfors of Mahomet ; whole noble kinfmen, 
of the race of Abbas, had reigned in Alia above 
five hundred years. Whatever might be the de- 
figns of the conqueror, the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina 16 were protected by the Arabian de- 

96 As a proof of the ignorance of the Chinefe in foreign tranfa&ions, 1 
mull obferve, that fome of their hiftorians extend the conqueii of Zingi* 
himfelf to Medina, the country of Mahomet (Gaubil, p. 4 a.). 

fert j 
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fert ; but the Moguls fpread beyond the Tigris CHAP, 
and Euphrates, pillaged ^Lleppo and Damafcus, . LXIV, _ . 
and threatened to join the Franks in the deliver- 
ance of Jerufalem. Egypt was loft, had ihe been 
defended only by her feeble offspring : but the 
Mamalukes had breathed in their infancy the 
keennefs of a Scythian air : equal in valour, fu- 
perior in difcipline, they met the Moguls in many 
a well-fought field j and drove back the ftream 
of hoftility to the eaftward of the Euphrates. 

But it overflowed with refiftlefs violence the king- 
doms of Armenia and Anatolia, of which the of Anato- 
former was poffefled by the Chriftians, and the lia> A - D * 
latter by the Turks. The fultans of Iconium op- 
pofed feme refiftance to the Mogul arms, till 
Azzadin fought a refuge among the Greeks of 
Conftantinople, and his feeble lucceffors, the laft 
of the Seljukian dynaftv, were finally extirpated 
by the khans of Perlia. 

III. No fooner had 06taifubverted the northern one ipak, 
empire of China, than he refolved tovifit with his 
arms the moft remote countries of the Weft. ga iy, &c. * 
Fifteen hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars a.d.u^j 
were inferibed on the military roll ; of thefe the r * 45 ’ 
great Khan felected a third, which he entrufted 
to the command of his nephew Batou, the fon of 
Tuli ; who reigned over his father’s conquefts to 
the north of the Cafpian Sea. After a feftival of 
forty days, Batou fet forwards on this great expe- 
dition ; and fuch was the fpeed and ardour of 
his innumerable fquadrons, that in lei’s than fix 
years they had meafured a line of ninety degrees 
of longitude, a fourth part of the circumference 
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chap, of the globe. The great rivers of Alia and Eu* 

. LXrv * , rope, the Volga and Kama, the Don and Boryft- 
henes, the Viltula and llanube, they either lwam 
with their horfes, or pafi’ed on the ice, or tra- 
Verted in leathern boats, which followed the 
camp, and tranfported their waggons and artil- 
lery. By the firft victories of Batou, the re- 
mains of national freedom were eradicated in the 
immenfe plains of Turkeftan and Kipzac 27 . In 
his rapid progrefs, he overran the kingdoms, as 
they are now tlyled, of Aftracan and Cazan j 
and the troops which he detached towards Mount 
Caucafus, explored the moll fecret recedes of 
Georgia and Circaflia. The civil difcord of the 
great dukes, or princes, of Ruflia, betrayed their 
country to the Tartars. They fpread from Li- 
vonia to the Black Sea, and both Mofcow and 
Kiow, the modern and the ancient capitals, were 
reduced to alhes ; a temporary ruin, lefs fatal 
than the deep, and perhaps indelible,mark, which 
a fervitude of two hundred years has imprinted 
on the character of the Ruflians. The Tartars 
ravaged with equal fury the countries which they 
hoped to poflefs, and thofe which they were 
hafteningto leave. From the permanent conquell 
of Rullia, they made a deadly, though tranlient, 
inroad into the heart of Poland, and as far as 
the borders of Germany. The cities of Lublin 
and Cracow were obliterated : they approached 

27 The Dajhtc Kipzak, or plain of Kipzak, extends on either fide 
of the Volga, in a boundlefs fpace towards the Jaik and Boryfthenes, 
and is fuppofed to contain the primitive name and nation of the 
Cofacks. 

the 
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the fhores of the Baltic ; and in the battle of Lig- chap. 
nitz, they defeated the dukes of Silefia, the Po- lxiv. ^ 
iifli palatines, and the great matter of the Teu- 
tonic order, and filled nine facks with the right- 
ears of the flain, From Lignitz, the extreme 
point of their weltern march, they turned afide 
to the invafion of Hungary ; and the prefence or 
ipirit of Batou infpired the hoft of five hundred 
thoufand men ; Carpathian hills could not be 
long impervious to their divided columns j and 
their approach had been fondly ditbelieved till it 
was irrefiftibly felt. The King, Bela the Fourth, 
aflembled the military force of his counts and 
bifhops ; but he had alienated the nation by 
adopting a vagrant hord of forty thoufand fami- 
lies of Comans, and thefe favage guefts were pro- 
voked to revolt by the fufpicion of treachery 
and the murder of their prince. The whole 
country north of the Danube was loft in a day, 
and depopulated in a fummer ; and the ruins of 
cities and churches were overfpread with the 
bones of the natives, who expiated the fins of 
their Turkifh anceftors. An ecclefiaftic, who 
fled from the fack of Waradin, defcribes the 
calamities which he had feen, or fuffered ; and 
the fanguinary rage of fieges and battles is far 
lefs atrocious than the treatment of the fugi- 
tives, who had been allured from the woods 
under a promife of peace and pardon, and 
who were coolly flaughtered as foon as they 
had performed the labours of the harveft and 
vintage. In the winter, the Tartars pafled the 
Danube on the ice, and advanced to Gran or 

e e 3 Strigonium, 
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CHAP. Strigonium, a German colony, and the metro- 

. LXI ^‘ . polis of the kingdom. Thirty engines were 
planted againft the walls ; the ditches were filled 
with facks of earth and dead bodies ; and after a 
promifcuous maflacre, three hundred noble ma- 
trons were flain in the prefence of the Khan. Of 
all the cities and fortrefies of Hungary, three 
alone furvived the Tartar invafion, and the un- 
fortunate Bela hid his head among the iflands of 
the Adriatic. 

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud 
of favage hoflility : a Ruffian fugitive carried the 
alarm to Sweden ; and the remote nations of the 
Baltic and the ocean trembled at the approach 
of the Tartars l8 , whom their fear and ignorance 
were inclined to feparate from the human fpecies. 
Since the invafion of the Arabs in the eighth 
century, Europe had never been expoled to a 
fimilar calamity ; and if the difciples of Mahomet 
would have oppreffed her religion and liberty, it 
might be apprehended that the fhepherds of Scy- 
thia would extinguifh her cities, her arts, and 
all the inftitutions of civil fociety. The Roman 
pontiff attempted to appeale and convert thele 
invincible Pagans by a million of Francilcan and 
Dominican friars ; but he was aftonilhed by the 
reply of the Khan, that the Ions of God and of 


In the year 1138, the inhabitants of Gothia (Sweden) and Frife 
were prevented, by their fear of the Tartars, from fending, as ufual, 
their Ihips to the herring-fiftiery on the coaft of England ; and as there 
was no exportation, forty or fifty of thefe fifh were fold for a fhilling 
(Matthew Paris, p. 396.). It is whimfical enough, that the orders of 
a Mogul Khan, who reigned on the borders of China* (houlcl have 
lowered the price of herrings in the Engl'rih market. 

1 6 Zitigis 
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Zingis were invefled with a divine power to fub- CHAP, 
due or extirpate the nations ; and that the Pope , LXIV * j 
would be involved in tile univerfal deftrudlion, 
unlefs he vilited in perfon, and as a luppliant, 
the royal hord. ^ The Emperor Frederic the Se- 
cond embraced a more generous mode of de- 
fence ; and his letters to the kings of France and 
England, and the princes of Germany, repre- 
fented the common danger, and urged them to 
arm their vafilils in this juft and rational cru- 
fade *•. The Tartars themfelves were awed by 
the fame and valour of the Franks : the town of 
Newftadt in Auftria was bravely defended againft 
them by fifty knights and twenty crofs-bovvsj 
and they railed the liege on the appearance of a 
German army. Alter walling the adjacent 
kingdoms of Servia, Eofnia, and Bulgaria, Ba* 
tou llowly retreated from the Danube to the 
Volga to enjoy the rewards of victory in the 
city and palace of Serai, which ftarted at his 
command from the midit of the defert. 

IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of the Of Siberia, 
north attracted the arms of the Moguls : Shei- j 
bani Khan, the brother of the great Batou, led 


24 I {hall copy his charatfferiftic or flattering epithets of the differ- 
ent countries of Europe : Furens ac fervens ad arma Germania, ftre- 
nuse militise genetrix et alumna Prancia, bellicofa et audax Hifpania, 
virtuofa viris et clafle muniU fertilis Anglia, impetuofls bellatoribus 
referta Alemannia, navalis Dacia, indomita Italia, pads ignara Bur- 
gundia, inquieta Apulia, cum maris Graeci, Adriatici et Tyrrheni in- 
fuiis pyraticis et invi&is, Creta, Cypro, Sicilia, cum Oceano conter- 
minis infulis, et regionibus, cruenta Hybernia, cum agili Wallia, pa- 
luftris Scotia, glacialis Norwegia fuam eledlam militiaro fue vexillo 
Crucis deftinabuntj &c# (Matthew Paris, p. 498.)* 

EE 4 
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C h A P. an hord of fifteen thoufand families into the 

. ■ wilds of Siberia ; and his defendants reigned 

at Tobolfkoy above three centuries, till the 
Rufiian conqueft. The fpirit of enterprife 
which purfued the courfe of. the Oby and 
Yenifei mull have led to the dilcovery of the 
icy fea. After brufliing away the monftrous 
fables, of men with dogs heads and cloven 
feet, we fha.ll find, that, fifteen years after 
the death of Zingis, the Moguls were informed 
of the name and manners of the Saraoyedes 
in the neighbourhood of the polar circle, who 
dwelt in fubterraneous huts, and derived their 
furs and their food from the foie occupation of 
hunting 3a . 

The fur. "While China, Syria, and Poland, were in* 

ccflors of ■ * 

Hingis, vaded at the fame time by the Moguls and Tar. 

A. D. my tars, the authors of the mighty mifehief were 

t ^ r — J 2 y ffr ° * 

content with the knowledge and declaration, that 
their word was the fword of death. Like the 
fir ft caliphs, the firft fucceflbrs of Zingis feldom 
appeared in perfon at the head of their victorious 
armies. On the banks of the Qnon and Selinga, 
the royal or golden hord exhibited the contrail 
of fimplicity and greatnefs ; of the roafted fheep 
and mare’s milk which compofed their banquets j 
and of a diftribution in one day of five hundred 
waggons of gold and filver. The ambafiadors 
and princes of Europe and Alia were compelled 
to undertake this diftant and laborious pilgrim- 

3;> See Carpin’s relation in Ilackluyt, vol. i. p. 30. The pedigree 
of the khans of Siberia is given by Abufphazi (part viii. p. 4 95.)* 
Have the RufUans found 110 Tartar Chronicles at Tobolfld ? 


age; 
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age ; and the life and reign of the great dukes of c H A P. 
Ruffia, the kings of Georgia and Armenia, the , 

fultans of Iconium, andf the emirs of Perfia, were 
decided by the frown or fmile of the great khan. 

The foils and grandfons of Zingis had been ac- 
cuftomed to the paftoral life j but the village of 
Caracorum 31 was gradually ennobled by their 
ele6lion and relidence. A change of manners is 
implied in the removal of 06tai and Mangou 
from a tent to an houfo j and their example was 
imitated by the princes of their family and the 
great officers of the empire. Inftead of the bound- 
lefs forefl, the inclofure of a park afforded the 
more indolent pleafures of the chace; their new 
habitations were decorated with painting and 
foulpture } their fuperfluous treafures were call 
in fountains, and bafons, and ftatues of mafly 
filver : and the artifts of China and Paris vied 
with each other in the fervice of the great khan 31 , 
Caracorum contained twoflreets, the one of Chi-, 
jiefe merchants, the other of Mahometan traders j 
and the places of religious worfhip, one Nefto- 
rian church, two mofchs, and twelve temples of 
various idols, may reprefent in fome degree the 
pumber and divifion ofinhabitants. Yet a French 


31 The Map of D’Anville, and the Chinefe Itineraries (de Guigi&s, 
iom. i- part ii. p. 57.), feem to mark the pofition of Holin, or Cara- 
corum, about fix hundred miles to the north-weft of Pekin. The 
diftance between Selinginfky and Pekin is near 2000 Ruffian verfts* 
between 1300 and 1400 Eoglifh miles (Bell’s Travels, vol. ii. p. 67.). 

32 Rubruquis found at Caracorum his countryman Guillaume 
Voucher orfevre de Paris > who had executed for the khan a filver 
.tree, fupported by four lions, and eje&ing four different liquors. 
AbuJghazi (part iy. p. 336.) mentions the painters of Kitay or China. 

njiflionary 
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CHAP, mifiionary declares, that the town of St. Denys, 
LXiv. , near p ar j Sj was more ^nliderable than the Tar- 
tar capital ; and that the whole palace of Man- 
gou was fcarcely equal to a tenth part of that 
Benedidline abbey. The conquests of Ruflia and 
Syria might amufe the vanity of the great khans; 
but they were feated on the borders of China ; 
the acquifition of that empire was the neareft 
and moll interefting object ; and they might 
learn from their palloral economy, that it is for 
the advantage of the fliepherd to protefit and pro- 
«iopt the pagate his flock. I have already celebrated the 
ChinaT* ° wifdom and virtue of a Mandarin, who prevented 
A.d. 1*59 the defolation of five populous and cultivated 
— provinces. In a fpotlefs adminillration of thirty 
years, this friend of his country and of mankind 
continually laboured to mitigate, or fufpend, the 
havoc of war ; to fave the monuments, and to 
rekindle the flame, of fcience ; to reftrain the 
military commanded by the reftoration of civil 
magiftrates ; and to inllill the love of peace and 
juftice into the minds of the Moguls. He drug- 
gled with the barbarifm of the fidt conquerors ; 
but his falutary leffons produced a rich harveft 
in the fecond generation. The northern, and by 
degrees the fouthern, empire, acquiefced in the 
government of Cublai, the lieutenant, and after- 
wards the fucceflor, of Mangou ; and the nation 
was loyal to a prince who had t>een educated in 
the manners of China. He reltored the forms 
of her venerable conftitution ; and the victors 
fubmitted to the laws, the fafhions, and even the 

prejudices. 
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prejudices, of the vanquifhed people. This peace- chap. 
ful triumph, which has been more than once . LXIV * . 
repeated, may be afcribed, in a great meafure, 
to the numbers and fervitude of the Chinefe. 

The Mogul army was diflolved in a vail and 
populous country ; and their emperors adopted 
with plealiire a political fyltem, which gives to 
the prince the folid fubllance of delpotil’m, and 
leaves to the fubje<5t the empty names of phi- 
lofophy, freedom, and filial obedience. Under 
the reign of Cublai, letters and commerce, 
peace and juftice, were reftored ; the great ca- 
nal, of five hundred miles, was opened from 
Nankin to the capital : he fixed his relideuce 
at Pekin ; and dilplayed in his court the mag- 
nificence of the greateft monarch of Alia. Yet 
this learned prince declined from the pure and 
limple religion of his great ancellov ; he facri- 
ficed to the idol Fo ; and his blind attachment 
to the lamas of Thibet and the bonzes of 
China 33 provoked the cenfure of the difciples of 
Confucius. His fucceffors polluted the palace 
with a crowd of eunuchs, phyficians, and afi.ro- 
logers, while thirteen millions of their fub- 
je6ts were confumed in the provinces by fa- 
mine. One hundred and forty years after the 
death of Zingis, his degenerate race, the dynafty 
of the Yuen, was expelled by a revolt of the 


3i The attachment of the khans, and the hatred of the mandarins, to 
the bonzes and lamas (Duhalde, Hift. de la Chine, tom. i. p. 502, 50 3.) 
feems to reprefent them as the priefts of the fame god, of the Indian 
Fo, whofe worfhip prevails among the fe< 5 ls of HindofUn, Siam, Thibet* 
China, and Japan, But this myfterious fubje<ft is Bill loll in a cloud, 
which the refearches of our Afiatic Society may gradually difpel. 

native 
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chap, native Chinefe ; and the Mogul emperors were 
. LXIV ' , loll in the oblivion of the defert. Before this re- 
Divifion of volution, they had forfeited their fupremacy 
the Mogul over dependent branches of their houfe, 
A-D.UJ9 the khans of Kipzak and ItuUia, r the khans of 
— I 3oo. Zagatai, or Tranloxiana, and the khans of Iran 
or Perlia. By their diftance and power thefe 
royal lieutenants had foon been releafed from the 
duties of obedience ; and after the death of 
Cublai, they fcorned to accept a fceptre or a 
title from his unworthy fuccefibrs. According 
to their refpe£live lituation they maintained the 
limplicity of the paltoral life, or afl'umed the 
luxury of the cities of Afia ; but the princes and 
their holds were alike dilpofed for the reception 
of a foreign worlhip. After 1 ‘ome lielitation 
between the Gofpel and the Koran, they con* 
formed to the religion of Mahomet ; and while 
they adopted for their brethren the Arabs and 
Perfians, they renounced all intercourfe with the 
ancient Moguls, the idolaters of China. 

Efcape of In this fhipwreck of nations, fome furprife may 
nopicand exc ^ te( ^ by the efcape of the Roman empire, 
the Greek whofe relics, at the time of the Mogul invafion, 
from the were difmembered by the Greeks and Latins. 
Moguls, Lefs potent than Alexander, they were preffed, 

A. D. 1140 like the Macedonian, both in Europe and 
—1304. by the Ihepherds of Scythia; and had 

the Tartars undertaken the liege, Conllanti- 
nople mull have yielded to the fate of Pekin, 
Samarcand, and Bagdad. The glorious and 
voluntary retreat of Batou from the Danube 
was infulted by the vain triumph of the Franks 

and 
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and Greeks 34 $ and in a fecond expedition death CHAP, 
furprifed him in full march to attack the capital . LX ^ 1V> 
of the Caelars. His brother Borga carried the 
Tartar arms into Bulgaria and Thrace ; but he 
•tvas diverted from the Byzantine war by a vifit 
to Novogorod, in the fifty-feventh degree of lati- 
tude, where he numbered the inhabitants and 
regulated the tributes of RufHa. The Mogul 
khan formed an alliance with the Mamalukes 
againft his brethren of Perfia : three hundred 
thoufand horle penetrated through the gates of 
Derbend $ and the Greeks might rejoice in the 
firft example of domeftic war. After the reco- 
very of Constantinople, Michael Palaeologus 3S , 
at a diltance from his court and army, was fur- 
prifed and furrounded, in a Thracian cattle, by 
twenty thoufand Tartars. But the object of their 
march was a private interclt ; they came to the 
deliverance of Azadin, the Turkith fultan ; and 
were content with his perfon and the treafure of 
the Emperor. Their general Nog a, whole name 
is perpetuated in the hords of Altracan, railed a 
formidable rebellion againtt Mengo Timour, the 
third of the khans of Kiepzak ; obtained in mar- 
riage Maria the natural daughter of Palreologus ; 
and guarded the dominions of his friend and 
lather. The fubfequent invalions of a Scy thian 


w Some repulfe of the Moguls in Hungary (Matthew Paris, p.545, , 
546.) might propagate and colour the report of the union and vi&ory 
of the kings of the Franks on the confines of Bulgaria. Abulphara- 
gius (Dynaft. p* 310.), after forty years beyond the Tigris, might be 
eafdy deceived. 

35 See Pachymer, I. hi. c. 25. and l.ix. c. 26* 27.: and the falfei 
alarm at Nice, 1. iii* c. 27. Nicephorus Gregoras, Uiv. c. 6. 

call 
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chap, call were thofe of outlaws and fugitives ; and 

v forae thoufands of Alani and Comans, who had 

been driven from their native feats, were re- 
claimed from a vagrant life, and inlifted in the 
fervice of the empire. Such was* the influence 
in Europe of the invafion of the Moguls. The 
firft terror of their arms fecured, rather than 
difturbed, the peace of the Roman Afia. The 
fultan of Iconium folicited a perfbnal interview 
with John Vataces ; and his artful policy en- 
couraged the Turks to defend their barrier 
againft. the common enemy 36 . That barrier 
indeed was foon overthrown ; and the fervitude 
and ruin of the Seljukians expofed the naked- 
nefs of the Greeks. The formidable Holagou 
threatened to march to Conflantinople at the 
head of four hundred thoufand men ; and the 
groundlefs panic of the citizens of Nice will 
prefent an image of the terror which he had in- 
fpired. The accident of a proceflion, and the 
found of a doleful litany, “ From the fury of 
“ the Tartars, good Lord, deliver us,” had Scat- 
tered the liafly report of an aflault and mafiacre. 
In the blind credulity of fear, the ftreets of 
Nice were crowded with thoufands of both fexes, 
who knew not from what or to whom they fled j 
and fome hours elapfed before the firmnefs of 
the military officers could relieve the city from 
this imaginary foe. But the ambition of Ho- 
lagou and his fuccelfors was fortunately diverted 
by the conqueft of Bagdad, and a long vicifli- 

36 C. Acropolitn, p.36,37. Nic. Greg. 1 . ii. c. 6- l.iv. c. j- 

tude 
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tude of Syrian wars : their hoftility to the Mof- chap. 
lems inclined them to unite with the Greeks and LXIV * 
Franks 37 ; and their generofity or contempt had 
offered the kingdom of Anatolia as the reward 
of an Armenia^ vaffal. The fragments of the 
Seljukian monarchy were difputed by the emirs 
who had occupied the cities or the mountains ; 
but they all confeffed the fupremacy of the 
khans of Perfia ; and he often interpofed his 
authority, and lometimes his arms, to check 
their depredations, and to preferve the peace 
and balance of his Turkilh frontier. The death Decline of 
of Cazan •*% one of the greatell and moft accom- £l J e a ^“f ul 
pliflied princes of the houfe of Zingis, removed Perfia, 
this falutary controul ; and the decline of the 
Moguls gave a free fcope to the rife and pro- 
grefs of the Ottoman empire w . 

After the retreat of Zingis, the fultan Gela- Origin of 
leddin of Carizme had returned from India to the0tto - 

mans, 

the poffeffion and defence of his Perfian king- A-d.is^o, 
doms. In the fpace of eleven years, that hero &c> 
fought in perfon fourteen battles ; and fuch 

37 Abulpharagius, who wrote in the year 1284, declares that the 
Moguls, fince the fabulous defeat of Batou, had not attacked either the 
pranks or Greeks ; and of this he is a competent witnefs. Hayton, 
likewife, the Armeniac prince, celebrates their friencifhip for himfelf 
and his nation. 

3 ‘ Pachymer gives a fplendid chara<Sler of Cazan Khan, the rival of 
Cyrus and Alexander (i. xii. c. 1.). In the conclufion of his hiftory 
( 1 . xiii. c. 36.)* he hopes much from the arrival of ,30,000 Tochars or 
Tartars, who were ordered by the fucceflor of Cazan to reft.*ain the 
Turks of Bithynia, A. D. 1308. 

i9 The origin of the Ottoman dynafty is illuftrated by the critical 
learning of M. M. de Guignes (Hift. des Huns, tom. iv. p. 329 — 337.) 
and D'Anville (Empire Turc. p. 14 — 22.), two inhabitants of Paris, 
from whom the Orientals may learn the hiftory and geography of their 
own country. 


was 



43a THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c h A P. was his activity* that he led his cavalry in feven- 
t teen days from Teflis to Kerman, a march of a 

thoufand miles. Yet he was oppreffed by the 
jealoufy of the Modem princes, and the innu- 
merable armies of the Moguls j and after his lait 
defeat, Gelaleddin periflied ignobly in the 
mountains of Curdiftan. His death difiolved a 
veteran and adventurous army, which included 
under the name of Carizmians or Corafmins many 
Turkman hords, that had attached themfelves 
to the lultan’s fortune. The bolder and more 
powerful chiefs invaded Syria, and violated 
the holy fepulchre of Jerufalem : the more hum- 
ble engaged in the fervice of Aladin, fultan of 
Iconium ; and among tliefe were the obfcure 
fathers of the Ottoman line* They had formerly 
pitched their tents near the fouthern banks of 
the Oxus, in the plains of Mahan and Nefa $ 
and it is fomewhat remarkable that the lame 
fpot fliould have produced the firlt authors of* 
the Parthian andTurkifh empires. At the head, 
or in the rear, of a Karifmian army, Soliman Shah 
was drowned in the p adage of the Euphrates : 
his fon Orthogrul became the foldierand fubjeCt 
of Aladin, and eftablifhed at Surgut, on the' 
banks of the Sangar, a camp of four hundred 
families or tents whom he governed fifty-two 
iteifcn of years both in peace and war. He was the 
Othman, father of Thaman, or Athman, whofe Turkifh 
flj3»6*. 99 name has been melted into the appellation of the 
Caliph Othman j and if we defcribe that paftoral 
chief as a fhepherd and a robber, we mull fepa- 
rate from thofe characters all idea of ignominy 
jo and 
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and bafenefs. Othman pofleffed, and perhaps c h a p. 
furpafled, the ordinary virtues of’ a foldier ; and ■ LX ^' . 
the circumftances of time and place were propi- 
tious to his independence and fuccefs. The Sel- 
jukian dynafty ;$vas no more ; and the diflance 
and decline of the Mogul khans foon enfranchifed 
him from the control of a fuperior. He was 
fituate on the verge of the Greek empire : the 
Koran fan£tified his gazi, or holy war, againlt the 
infidels; and their political errors unlocked the 
pafles of Mount Olympus, and invited him to 
defcend into the plains of Bithynia. Till the 
reign of Palaeologus, thefe pafles had been vigi- 
lantly guarded by the militia of the country, who 
were repaid by their own fafety and an exemption 
from taxes. The Emperor abolifhed their privi- 
lege and aflumed their office ; but the tribute 
was rigoroufly collected, the cuftody of the pafles 
was neglected, and the hardy mountaineers dege- 
nerated into a trembling crowd of peafants with- 
out fpirit or difcipline. It was on the twenty- 
feventh of July, in the year twelve hundred and 
ninety-nine of the Chriltian aera, that Othman 
firfl invaded the territory of Nicomedia 40 ; and 
the Angular accuracy of the date feems to difclofe 
fome forefight of the rapid and deftru6live growth 
of the mon ft er.. The annals of the twenty-feven 
years of his reign would exhibit a repetition of 
the fame inroads ; and his hereditary troops were 

40 See Pachymer, 1 .x. c. 25* 26 . 1 . xiii. 0.33,34* 36* ; anti con- 
cerning the guard of the mountains, l.i. c. 3 — 6-; Nicephorus 
Gregoras, 1 . vii. c. 1. and the ift book of Laonicus Chalcondyles, the 
Athenian. 

von. xi, t f multiplied 
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c II A P. multiplied in each campaign by the acceflion of 

. LXIV> . captives and volunteers. Inftead of retreating to 
the hills, he maintained* the raoft ul'eful and de- 
fenftble polls ; fortified the towns and caftles 
which he had firft pillaged ; and renounced the 
paftoral life for the baths and palaces of his infant 
capitals. But it was not till Othman was op- 
prefled by age and infirmities, that he received 
the welcome news of the conqueft of Prufa, which 
had been furrcndered by famine or treachery to 
the arms of his Ion Orcban. The glory of Oth- 
man is cliieflyfounded on that of his defcendantsj 
but the Turks have tranfcribed or compofed a 
royal teftament of his laft counfels of juflice and 
moderation 4 '. 

R<-ign of From the conqueft of Prufa, we may date the 
rc J ”’ true sera of the Ottoman empire. The lives and 
pofl’eftionsoftheChriftian fubjedtswere redeemed 


V I am ignorant whether the Turks have any writers older than 
Mahomet IT., nor can I reach beyond a meagre chronicle (Annales Tur- 
cici ad Annum 1550), tranflatec^by John Gaudier, and publiftied by 
Leunclavius (ad ealeem Laonic. Chalcond. p. 511 — 350.), with co- 
pious pandeefts, or commentaries. The Hiftory of the Growth and 
Decay (A. D. 130c — 1683) of the Othinan empire, was tranllated 
into Lnglifh from the Latin MS. of Demetrius Cantemir, prince of 
Moldavia (London, 1734? in folio). The author is guilty of ftrange 
blunders in Oriental Hiftory ; blit he was converfant with the lan- 
guage, the annals, and iuftitutions of the Turks. Cantemir partly 
draws his materials from the Synopfis of Saadi Effcndi of Larifla, de- 
dicated in the year 1696 to fultan Muftapha, and a valuable abridg- 
ment of the original hiflorians. In one of the Ramblers, Dr. Johnfon 
praifes Knoll es (a General Hiftory of the Turks to the pvefent year, 
London, 1603) as the firft of hiflorians, unhappy only in the choice of 
his fubjdh Yet I much doubt whether a partial and verbofe com- 
pilation from Latin writers, thirteen hundred folio pages of fpeeches 
and battles, can either inftrucl or amufe an enlightened age, which re- 
quires from the hiftorian feme tintfture of phiiofophy and criticifm, 

by 
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by a tribute or ranfom of thirty thoufand crowns C H A P. 
of gold; and the city, by the labours ofOrchan, , LX1V * , 
alfumed the afpe6t of a Mahometan capital ; Prul’a A.p. 1316 
was decorated with a mofch, a college, and an 1360 
liofpital'of royal, foundation ; the Seljukiati coin 
was changed for the name and impreflion of the 
new dy natty : and the moft tkilful profeffors, of 
human and divine knowledge, attracted the Per- 
tian and Arabian ftudents from the ancient; 
fchools of Oriental learning. The office of vizir 
was inftituted for Aladin, the brother ofOrchan ; 
and a different habit diftinguifhed the citizens 
from the peafants, the Modems from the infidels. 

All the troops of Othman had confided of loofe 
fquadrons of Turkman cavalry ; who ferved with- 
out pay and fought without difcipline : but a 
regular body of infantry was firfl eftablifhed and 
trained by the prudence of his fon. A great 
number of volunteers was enrolled with a finull 
ftipend,butwith the penniffion of living at home, 
unlefs they were fummoned to the field : their 
rude manners, and {editions temper, difpofedOr- 
chan to educate his young captives as his foldiers 
and thofe of the prophet ; but the Turkifh pea- 
fants were flil! allowed to mount on horfeback, 
and follow his ftandard, with the appellation 
and the hopes of freebooters. By thefe arts he 
formed an army of twenty-five thoufand Mof- 
lems : a train of battering engines was framed 
for the ufe of fieges ; and the firft fuccefsful ex- 
periment was made on the cities of Nice and Hiscon- 
Nicomedia. Orchan granted a fafe-condu6l to 

» # isitnyma* 

all who were dehrous of departing with their a. d. 13 »6 

f f 2 families *" 1339 ' 
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families and effects ; but the widows of the flain 
were given in marriage to the conquerors ; and 
the facrilegious plunder, the books, the vafes, 
and the images, were fold or ranfomed atConflan- 
tinople. The Emperor Andronicus the ybungfer 
was van qu iflied and wounded by the fon of Oth- 
nian 42 : he fubdued the whole province or king- 
dom of Bithynia, as far as the fhores of the Bof- 
phorus and Ilellefpont ; and the Chriftians con- 
felled the juftice and clemency of a reign, which 
claimed the voluntary attachment of the Turks 
of Alia. Yet Orchan was content with the mo- 
del! title of emir j and in the lilt of his com- 
peers, the princes of Bourn or Anatolia 41 , his 
military forces were furpafl'ed by the emirs of 
Ghermian and Cararnania, each of whom could 
bring into the field an army of forty thoufand 
men. Their dominions were fituate in the heart 
of the Seljukian kingdom : but the holy warriors, 
though of inferior note, who formed new princi- 
palities on the Greek empire, are more confpi- 
cuous in the light of hillory. The maritime 
country from the Propontis to the Maeander and 
the ille of Rhodes, fo‘ long threatened and fo 
often pillaged, was finally loft about the thirtieth 


* 2 Cantacuzene, though he relates the battle and heroic flight of the 
younger Andronicus (1. ii. c. C 9 7, 8.), diflenribles by his filence the lofs 
of Prufa, Nice, and Nicomedia, which are fairly confeffed by Nice* 
pliorus Gregoras(l. viii. 15. ix. 9. 13* xi. 6.)* It appears that Nice 
was taken by Orchan in 1330, and Nicomedia in 1339, which are 
fomewhat different from the Turkifli dates. * 

* i3 The partition of thft Turkifh emirs is extra&ed from two con- 
temporaries, the Greek Nicephorus Gregoras (l.vii. 1.) and the Arabian 
Markefchi (de Guignes, tom. ii. P. ii. p.76, 7 ; ). See likewife the 
fir ft book of Laonicus Chakon dylcs. 
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year of Andronicus the elder 44 . Two Turkilli c ^ p. 
chieftans, Sarukhan and Aidin, left their names i-Xiv. ^ 
to their conquelts, and their conquefts to their 
pollerity. The captivity or ruin of the J'even Lofs of the 
churches of Alia was confummated ; and the bar- ^•^ c , pr °" 
barous Jords of Ionia and Lydia ftill trample on a.d. 
the monuments of claffic and Chriltian antiquity. &c " 
In the lofs of Epbefus, theChriftians deplored the 
fall of the lirft angel, the extinction of the firft 
candleltick, of the Revelations 4S : the defolation 
is complete ; and the temple of Diana, or the 
church of Mary, will equally elude the fearch of 
the curious traveller. The circus and three (lately 
theatres of Laodicea are now peopled with wolves 
and foxes j Sardes is reduced to a miferable vil- 
lage j the god of Mahomet, without a rival or 
a Ion, is invoked in the mofchs of Thyatira and 
Pergamus ; and the populoufnefs of Smyrna is 
fupported by the foreign trade of the Franks and 
Armenians. Philadelphia alone has been faved 
by prophecy, or courage. At a diftance from the 
lea, forgotten by the emperors, encompafied on 
all fides by the Turks, her valiant citizens de- 
fended their religion and freedom above four- 
fcore years ; and at length capitulated with the 
proudell of the Ottomans. Among the Greek 

Pachymer, 1 . xiii. c. 13. 

See the Travels of Wheeler and Spon, of Pococke and Chandler, 
and more particularly Smith’s Survey of Seven Churches of Afia, p.aq5 
—276. The more pious antiquaries labour to reconcile the promifes 
and threats of the author of the Revelations with the prefent Jftate of 
the feven cities. Perhaps it would be more prudent to confine his pre- 
dictions to the chara&ere and events of his own times. 


V V 3 
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C h A P. colonies and churches of Afia, Philadelphia is 
. Lxivr ‘ . ftill ere6t ; a column in a fcene of ruins ; a pleaf- 
ing example, that the paths of honour and fafety 
knights of ma V fomciimes be the fame. The fervitude of 
Rhodes, Rhodes was delayed about two centuries' by the 
Aug" i5~ eftablilhment of the knights of St. John of Jeru- 
A.D.1523, falem 46 : under the difcipline of the order, that 
Jan. 1. ifland emerged into famine and opulence ; the 
noble and warlike Monks were renowned by land 
and fea ; and the bulwark of Chriiiendom pro- 
voked, and repelled, the arms of the Turks and 
Saracens. 

Firftpaf- The Greeks, by their inteftine divifions, were 
Turkfimo ^ ie authors of their final ruin. During the civil 
Eu wars of the elder and younger Andronicus, the 

a. I). 1341 p ()n Q p othman atchieved, almoft without refill- 

— J 347» 

ance, the conquell of Bithynia ; and the fame 
diforders encouraged the Turkifh emirs of Lydia 
and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the ad- 
jacent iflands and the fea-coaft of Europe. In 
the defence of his life and honour, Cantacuzene 
was tempted to prevent, or imitate, his adverfa- 
ries ; by calling to his aid the public enemies of 
his religion and country. Amir, the fon of Ai- 
din, concealed under a Turkifh garb the huma- 
nity and politenefs of a Greek ; he was united 
with the great domeflic by mutual efleem and 
reciprocal fervices ; and their friendfhip is com- 
pared, in the vain rhetoric of the times, to the 


Fir ft paf- 


Confult the ivth.book of the Hiftoire de FOrdre de Malthe, par 
FAbbe tie Vertot. That pleafing writer betrays his ignorance, in 
fuppofmg that Othman, a free-booter of the Bithynian hills, could 
bdiege KJhodes by fea and land. 

perfect 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 


439 

perfefil union of Oreftes and Pylades 47 . On the cha P* 
report of the danger of his friend, who was per- " . 

fecuted by an ungrateful court, the prince of 
Ionia afiembled at Smyrna a fleet of three hun- 
dred vefl’els, wifli an army of twenty-nine thoufand t 
men ; failed in the depth of winter, and call an- 
chor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From thence, 
with a chofen band of two thoufand Turks, he 
inarched along the banks of the river, and refcued 
the Emprefs, who was befleged in Demotica by 
the wild Bulgarians. At that difaltrous moment, 
the life or death of his beloved Cantacuzene was 
concealed by his flight into Servia : but the grate- 
ful Irene, impatient to behold her deliverer, in- 
vited him to enter the city, and accompanied her 
meflage with a prefent of rich apparel, and an 
hundred horfes. By a peculiar ftraiu of delicacy, 
the gentle Barbarian refufed, in the abfence of an 
unfortunate friend, to viflt his wife, or to tafte 
the luxuries of the palace ; fultajned in his tent 
the rigour of the winter ; and rejected the hofpf- 
table gift, that he might (hare the hardfliips of 
two thoufand companions, all as deferving- as 
himfelf of that honour of diliinction. Neceflity 
and revenge might jollify his pracdatory excur- 
fions by fea and land : he left nine thoufand five 
hundred men for the guard of his fleet ; and 


47 Nicephoros Gregoras has expatiated with pleafure oa this ami- * 
able character (I. xii. 7. xiii. 4. 10. xiv. 1. 9. xvi. 6.). Cantacuze&e 
fpeaks with honour and elteem of his ally (Uiii. c. 56, 57. 63164. 
66, 67, 68. 86- 89. 95, 96.) j but he feems ignorant of his own fenti- 
mental paflionfor the Turk, and indirectly denies the poffibility of 
fuch unnatural friendihip (1. iv. c. 40.). 

ff 4 per- 
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c h a P. perfeveredin the fruitlefs fearch of Cantacuzene, 
LXIV. tyi hi s embarkation was haftened by a fi&itious 
letter, the feverity of the feafon, the clamours of 
his independent troops, and the weight of his 
Ipoil and captives. In the profecution of the civil 
war, the Prince of Ionia twice returned to Eu- 
rope ; joined his arms with tliofe of the Emperor; 
bcfieged Thefi'alonica, and threatened Conftan- 
tinople. Calumny might affix foine reproach on 
liis imperfect aid, his hafty departure, and a bribe 
of ten thoufand crowns, which he accepted from 
the Byzantine court; but his friend was latisfied ; 
and the condu6t of Amir is excufed by the more 
facred duty of defending again!! the Latins his 
hereditary dominions. The maritime power of 
the Turks had united the Pope, the King of Cy- 
prus, the Republic of Venice, and the Order of 
St. John, in a laudable crufade ; their gallies in- 
vaded the coaft of Ionia ; and Amir was flain 
with an arrow, in the attempt to wreft from the 
Rhodian knights the citadel of Smyrna 43 . Be- 
fore his death, he generoufly recommended an- 
other ally of his own nation ; not more fincere 
or zealous than himfelf, but more able to afford 
a prompt and powerful fuccour, by his fituation 
along the Propontis and in the front of Conftan- 
Maniage tinople. By the profpedt of a more advantageous 
with^a' 13 " tj eaty, the Turkith prince of Bithynia was de- 
Greek taclied from his engagements with Anne of Sa- 
pnncefs, v ‘ 0 y . a nd the pride of Orchan dictated the moft 

4 * After the conquefl of Smyrna by the Latins, the defence of this 
fortrefs was impofed by Pope Gregory XI. on the Knights of Rhodes 
/ fce Vertot, I.V.). 

16 
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folemn proteftations, that if he could obtain the CHAP, 
daughter of Cantacu7,ene, he would invariably . 
fulfil the duties of a fubje6t and a fon. Parental A.D.1J46. 
tendernefs was filenced by the voice of ambition ; 
the Gfreek clergy connived at the marriage of a 
Chriftian princefs with a fe&ary of Mahomet ; 
and the father of Theodore defcribes,with fhame- 
ful fatisfafition, the diflionour of the purple 49 . A 
body of Turkifh cavalry attended the ambafTa- 
dors, who difembarked from thirty vefiTels before 
his camp of Selybria. A ftately pavilion was 
erected in which the Emprefs Irene pafied the 
night with her daughters. In the morning, 
Theodora afcended a throne, which was fur- 
rounded with curtains of filk and gold ; the 
troops were under arms ; but the Emperor alone 
was on horfeback. At a fignal the curtains were 
luddenly withdrawn, to dilclofe the bride, or the 
victim, encircled by kneeling eunuchs and hy- 
menaeal torches : the found of flutes and trum- 
pets proclaimed the joyful event ; and her pre- 
tended happinefs was the theme of the nuptial 
fong, which was chaunted by luch poets as the 
age could produce. Without the rites of the 
church, Theodora was delivered to her barbarous 
lord ; but it had been ftipulated, that fhe fhould 
preferve her religion in the haram of Burfa ; and 


49 See Cantacuzene, 1. iii. c. 95. Nicephorus Gregoras, who? £or 
the light of Mount Thabor, brands the Emperor with the names of 
tyrant and Herod, excufes, rather than blames, this Turkilh mar- 
riage f and alleges the paffion and power of Orchan, eyyv mr®-, k<xi 
T V Sweeps T&s xotT oevrov r^Yi ITepcrtxa? (Turkijh ) vKspeupw Zxrpxir a? 
(1. xv. 5 .). He afterwards celebrates his kingdom and armies. See 
his reign in Cantemir, p. 14 — 30. 


her 
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chap, her father celebrates her charity and devotion in 
■ . this ambiguous lituation. After his peaceful 

eftablifhment on the throne of Conftantinople, 
the Greek Emperor vifited his Turkifh ally, who 
with four fons, by various wives,c expedted him 
at Scutari, on the Aliatic fhore. The two princes 
partook, with feeming* cordiality, of the pleafures 
of the banquet and the chace; and Theodora 
was permitted to repafs the Bofphorus, and to 
enjoy fome days in the 1’ociety of her mother. 
But the friendlhip of Orchan was fubfervient to 
his religion and interelt ; and in the Genoefe war 
he joined without a blufli the enemies of Canta- 
cuzene. 

Eftabiifli- In the treaty with the Emprefs Anne, the Ot- 
the Ouo- toman prince had inferted a lingular condition, 
inans in that it Ihould be lawful for him to fell his pri- 
^ 53 . loners at Conftantinople, or tranlport them into 
Afia. A naked crowd of Chriftians of both {‘exes 
and every age, of priefts and monks, of ma- 
trons and virgins, was expofed in the public 
market : the whip was frequently ufed to quicken 
the charity of redemption ; and the indigent 
Greeks deplored the fate of their brethren, who 
were led away to the worll evils of temporal and 
lpirituaj bondage so . Cantacuzene was reduced 
to fubferibe the fame terms j and their execution 
mull have been ftill more pernicious to the em- 
pire : a body of ten thoufand Turks had been 
detached to the alliftance of the Emprefs Anne ; 


50 The moll lively and concife picture of this captivity, may be 
found in the hiftory of Ducas (c. 8.), who fairly deferibes what Can- 
tacuzene confelTes with a guilty blufh ! 


but 
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but the entire forces of Orchan were exerted in c h a p. 
the fervice of his father. Yet thefe calamities , LXIV " 
were of a tranlient nature ; as foon as the ftorm 
had palled away, the fugitives might return to 
.their .habitations ; and at the conclufion of the 
civil and foreign wars, Europe was completely 
evacuated by the Modems of Afia. It was in 
his laft quarrel with his pupil that Cantacuzene 
infli&ed the deep and deadly wound, which could 
never be healed by his fuccedors, and which is 
poorly expiated by his theological dialogues 
againft the prophet Mahomet. Ignorant of their 
own liiftory, the modern Turks confound their 
firft and their final paffage of the Hellefpont st , 
and defcribe the fon of Orchan as a nocturnal 
robber, who, with eighty companions, explores 
by ftratagem an hoflile and unknown fhore. So- 
liman, at the head of ten thoufand horl'e, was 
tranlported in the veflels, and entertained as the 
friend, of the Greek emperor. In the civil wars 
of Romania, he performed fbme fervice, and per- 
petrated more mifehief; but the Cherfbnelus was 
infenfibly filled with a Turkifli colony : and the 
Byzantine court folieited in vain the reflitution 
of the fortreffes of Thrace. After fome artful 
delays between the Ottoman prince and his fon, 
their ranfbm was valued at fixty thoufand crowns, 
and the firft payment had been made, when an 

51 In this paflage, and the firft conquefts in Europe, Cantemir 
(p. 27, &c.) gives a miferaV.e idea of his Turkifh guides: nor am I 
much better fatisfied with Chalcondyles ( 1 . i. p. 12,* &c ). They for- 
get to confult the rnoft authentic record, the ivth book of Canta- 
cuzene, I likewife regret the laft books, which are ftili manufeript, 
of Nicephorus Gregoras. 


ear tli 
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CHAP, earthquake fliook the walls and cities of the pro- 
LXiv. vinces ; the dilinantled places were occupied by 
_v ~ J the Turks ; and Gallipoli, the key of the Hellef- 
pont, was rebuilt and repeopled by the policy of 
Soliman. The abdication of Cantacuzepe dif r 
folved the feeble bands of domeflic alliance ; and 
his laft advice admonilhed his countrymen to 
decline a rath conteft, and to compare their own 
weaknefs with the numbers and valour, the dif- 
cipline and enthufiafm, of the Modems. His 
prudent counfels were defnifed by the headftrong 
vanity of youth, and foon jultified by the vi6to- 
Deathof 1- i es of the Ottomans. But as he pra6tifed in 
Orchan the field the exercife of the jer'ul , Soliman was 
foa Soli- hilled by a fall from his horfe ; and the aged 
Orchan wept and expired on the tomb of his. 
valiant fon. 

The reign But the Greeks had not time to rejoice in the 

andEuro- J ca th of their enemies ; and the Turkifli feyme- 

quefts of tar was wielded with the fame fpirit by Amurath 

Amurathi. t j je p’irfl the fon of Orchan, and the brother of 
1360 

— 1389. Soliman. By the pale and fainting light of the 
Sep 1 - Byzantine annals 5 ’, we can difeern, that he fub- 
dued without refiftance the whole province of 
Romania or Thrace, from the Hellefpont to 
Mount Haamus, and the verge of the capital ; and 
that Adrianople was chofen for the royal feat of 
his government and religion in Europe. Con- 
. ftantinople, whofe decline is almolt coeval with 


51 After the conclufion of Cantacuzene and Gregoras, there follows 
a dark interval of an hundred years. George Phranza, Michael 
Ducas, and Laoriicus Chalcondyles, all three wrote after the taking 
of Conilantinople. 


her 
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her foundation, had often, in the lapfe of a c H A P. 
thoufand years, been aifaulted by tlie Barbarians . LXIV ‘ 1 
of the Eaft and Weft ; but never till this fatal 
hour had the Greeks been furrounded, both in 
•Alia ''and Europe, by the arms of the fame 
hoftile monarchy. Yet the prudence or gene- 
rofity of Amurath poftponed for a while this eafy 
conqueft ; and his pride was fatisfied w’itli the 
frequent and humble attendance of the Em- 
peror John Pal mo log us and his four fons, who 
followed at his fummons the court and camp 
of the Ottoman prince. He marched againft 
the Sclavonian nations between the Danube and 
the Adriatic, the Bulgarians, Servians, Bof- 
nians, and Albanians : and thele warlike tribes, 
who had fo often infulted the majefty of the 
empire, were repeatedly broken by his deftruc- 
tive inroads. Their countries did not abound 
either in gold or filver ; nor were their ruftic 
hamlets and townfliips enriched by commerce, 
or decorated by the arts of luxury. But the 
natives of the foil have been diftinguillied in 
every age by their hardinefs of mind and 
body ; and they were converted by a prudent 
inftitution into the firmed and moft faithful f up- 
porters of the Ottoman greatnefs 5S . The vizir 
of AmurahTeminded his fovereign, that, accord- 
ing to the Mahometan law, he was entitled to 
a fifth part of the fpoil and captives ; and that 
the duty might eafily be levied, if vigilant offi- 
cers were ftationed at Gallipoli, to watch the 

ss See Cantemir, p. 37 — 41* with his own large and curious an- 
notations. 

paffage. 
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chap, paflage, and to feledl for his ufe the ftouteft 
LX IV - and moil beautiful of the Chriftian youth. The 
advice was followed ; the edidl was proclaimed ; 
many thoufands of the European captives were 
educated in religion and arms;., and the new* 
militia was confecratedand named bya celebrated 
dervilh. Standing in the front of their ranks, 
he ftretched the fleeve of his gown over the head 
of the foremoft foldier, and his blefiing was 
The Jani- delivered in tiiefe words : “ Let them be called 
/ ,r 4 “ Janizaries ( Yengi cheri, or new loldiers) ; may 

“ their countenance be ever bright ! their hand 
“ victorious ! their fword keen ! may their fpear 
cc always hang over the heads of their enemies ! 
“ and whereibever they go, may they return with 
“ a 'white face**!” Such was the origin of thefe 
haughty troops, the terror of the nations, and 
fometimes of the fultans themfelves. Their va- 
lour has declined, their difeipline is relaxed, and 
their tumultuary array is incapable of contend- 
ing with the order and weapons of modern tac- 
tics ; but at the time of their inflitution, they 
pofieffed a decilive fuperiority in war ; fince a 
regular body of infantry, in conftant exercife and 
pay, was not maintained by any of the princes of 
Chriltendom. The Janizaries fought with the 
zeal of profelytes againlt their idolatrous coun- 
trymen ; and in the battle of CofFova, the league 
and independence of the Sclavonian tribes w’as 
finally erufhed. As the conqueror walked over 

5 * White and black face are common and proverbial expreflions of 
praife and reproach in the Turkilh language. Hie niger elt> hunc tu 
Komane caveto, was likewife a Latin ieuteijce. 
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the field, he obfervcd that the greatefl part of c H A P. 
the flain confifted of beardlefs vouths ; and lift- f^ lV * 
ened to the flattering* reply of his vizir, that 
age and wifdoni would have taught them not to 
oppofe" his irre.fiftible arms. But the fword of 
his Janizaries could not defend him from the 
dagger of defpair ; a Servian foldier ftarted 
from the crowd of' dead bodies, and Amurath 
was pierced in the belly with a mortal wound. 

The grandfon of Othman was mild in his temper, 
modeft in his apparel, and a lover of learning 
and virtue: but the Moflems were fcandalifed 
at his abfence from public worfhip ; and he was 
corrected by the tirmnefs of the mufti, who 
dared to reject his teftimony in a civil eaufe ; a 
mixture ofTervitude and freedom not unfrequent 
in Oriental hiftory ss . 

The character of Bajazet,the fon and fucceffor The reign 
of Amurath, is ftrongly exprefied in hisfuruame ° nia j a7Ctf - 
ot Ildertm , or the lightning ; and lie might glory a.I). I lXy 
in an epithet, which was drawn from the fiery 
energy of his foul and the rapidity of his deftruc- 
tive march. In the fourteen years of his reign s % 
he inceflantly moved at the head of his armies, 

from 


-I40 c ?, 

Mardi 9.. 


See the Life and Death of Morad or Amurath I. in Cantemir 
(p.33 — 45.), the ill book of Chalcondyles, and the Annales TurcicI 
of Leunclavius. According to another ftory, the fultan was {tabbed 
by a Croat in his tent ; and this accident was alledged to Bufbequius 
(Epift. i. p. 98.) as an excufe for the unworthy precaution of pinioning, 
as it were, between two attendants, an ambafiador s arms, when he is 
introduced to the royal prefence. 

r ’ The reign of Bajazet I, or Ilderim Bayazid, is contained in Can- 
temir (p.46.), the iid book of Chalcondyles, and the AnnalesTurcici. 
The furnamc of Ilderim, or lightening, is an example, that the con- 
queror* 
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HIs con- 
quers, 
from the 


chap, from Bourfa to Adrianople, from the Danube 
LXIV * to the Euphrates $ and though he ftrenuoufly 
laboured for the propagation of the law, he 
invaded, with partial ambition, the Chriftian 
and Mahometan princes of Europe and Alia. 
From Angora to Amalia and Erzeroum, the 
northern regions of Anatolia were reduced to 
Euphrates his obedience : he ftripped of their hereditary 
rmblr Da " polfellions, his brother emirs of Ghermian and 
Caramania, of Aidin and Sarukhan ; and after 
the conquell of Iconium, the ancient kingdom 
of the Seljukians again revived in the Ottoman 
dynafty. Nor were the conquefts of Bajazet 
lefs rapid or important in Europe. No fooner 
had he impofed a regular form of fervitude 
on the Servians and Bulgarians, than he pafled 
the Danube to feek new enemies and new 
fubjedts in the heart of Moldavia Whatever 
yet adhered to the Greek empire in Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Theflaly, acknowledged a 
Turkilh mailer : an , obfequious bilhop led him 
through the gates of Thermopylae into Greece : 
and we may obferve, as a lingular fa<St, that 
the widow of a Spauilh chief, who poflelTed 
the ancient feat of the oracle of Delphi, de- 
ferved his favour by the faerifice of a beau- 
teous daughter. The Turkilh communication 


l ' querors and ppets of every age have felt the truth of a fyftem which 
derives the fublimefrom the principle of terror. 

S7 Cantemir, 'celebrates the victories of the great Stephen over 
the Turks (p. 47*^ .ad compofedthe ancient and modern ftate of his 
principality of *dokfavia, which has been long promifed, and is ftill 
unpublilhed. ' 


between 
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between Europe and Alia had been dangerous 
and doubtful, till be ltationed at Gallipoli a Meet 
of gallies, to command* the Hellefpont and inter- 
cept the Latin fuccours of Conftantinople. While 
the monarch indulged his pafiions in ahoundlels 
range ofinjuflice and cruelty, he impofedon his 
foldiers the moil rigid laws of modelty and abfli- 
nencej and the harveft was peaceably reaped and 
fold within the precincts of his camp. Provoked 
by the ioole and corrupt admiuiftration ofjuftice, 
he colle6led in a houfe the judges and lawyers of 
his dominions, who expected that in a few mo- 
ments the fire would be kindled to reduce them 
to allies. His m millers trembled in hi cnee : but 
an ^Ethiopian buffoon prefamed toinlinuate the 
true caufe of the evil ; and future venality was 
left without excuie, by annexing an adequate fa- 
lary to the office of eadhi ss . The humble title 
of crnir was no longer fuitable to the Ottoman 
greatncfs j and Bajazet condefcended to accept a 
patent of fid tan from the caliphs who leaved in 
Egypt under the yoke of the Mamalukcs 53 : a 
lalt and frivolous homage that was yielded by 
force to opinion \ by the Turkilh conquerors to 
the houfe of Abbas and the fucceflors of the Ara- 
bian prophet. The ambition of the Sultan was 

sS Lcundav. Annal. Turcici, 0. 318, 319. The venality' of tfro 
cadhis lias long been an object of fcandal and fa tire ; ami if we difo 
trull die oh fer vat ions of our travellers, we may confult the feeling of 
the Turks theuiieives (D’ilerbelot, Bibliot. Oriental?, p. 216, 217* 

a 2 9, 230.). 

S) The fad, which is atteflcd l>y the Arabic hilV, ..J‘ Ben Schouuah, 
a contemporary byrian (de Guignes, Hill, des )iun<j,. : v. p. '36.), 
deftroys the icAiinouy of Saad IhTendi and Cantemh (> r. ij. j 15.), of 
the cledion of Othman to the dignity of fuUan. 

vol . xi. g g iuflatnu-i 
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inflamed by the obligation of deferving this au- 
guft title : and he turned his arms againft the 
kingdom of Hungary, tlfe perpetual theatre of 
the Turkilh victories and defeats. Sigifmond, the 
Hungarian king, was the fon and brothe* of the 
Emperors of the Weft : his caufe was that of Eu- 
rope and the church : and on the report of his 
danger, the braved knights of France and Ger- 
many were eager to inarch under his flandard and 
that of the crofs. In the battle of Nicopolis, Ba- 
jazet defeated a confederate army of an hundred 
thoufand Chriftians, who had proudly boafted, 
that if the Iky lliould fall, they could uphold it on 
their lances. The far greater part were flain or 
driven into the Danube ; and Sigifmond, efcaping 
to Conftantinople by the river and the Black 
Sea, returned after a long circuit to his exhaufted 
kingdom* 0 . In the pride of victory Bajazet 
threatened that he would befiege Buda ; that he 
would fubdue the adjacent countries of Ger- 
many and Italy; and that he would feed his 
horfe with a bulhel of oats on the altar of St. 
Peter at Rome. His progrefs was checked, not 
by the miraculous interpolition of the apoftle ; 
not by a crufade of the Chriftian powers, but 
by a long and painful fit of the gout. The 
diforders of the moral, are fometimes corrected 
by thofe of the phyfical, world ; and an 
acrimonious humour falling on a Angle fibre of 

60 See the Decades Rerum Hungaricarum (Dec.iii. l.ii. p. 379.) 
of Bonfinius, an Italian, who, in the xvth century, was invited into 
Hungary to compofe an eloquent hiilory of that kingdom. Yet, if it 
be extant and acceflible, 1 fhould give the preference to feme homely 
ehrpnicle of the time and country. 


one 
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one man, may prevent or fufpend the mifery of 
nations. 

Such is the general idea of the Hungarian war; 
but the difaftrous adventure of the French lias 
procured us lome memorials which illultrate the 
victory and charadlcr of Bajazet 6 '. The Duke 
of Burgundy, fovereign of Flanders, and uncle 
of Charles the Sixth, yielded to the ardour of his 
fon, John Count of Ncvers ; and the fearlefs 
youth was accompanied by four princes, his cou- 
fins, and thofe of the French monarch. Their 
inexperience was guided by the Sire de Coucy 
one of the bell and oldeft captains of Chriften- 
dom bi ; but the conflable, admiral, and marfhal, 
of France 63 commanded an army which did not 
exceed the number of a thoufand knights and 
fquires. Thefe Iplendid names were the lburce 
of prefumption and the bane of difcipline. So 


4S.J 

C II A P. 
LXIV. 

Crufade 
and capti- 
vity of the 
French 
princes, 
A.D. 
1396— 
1398. 


61 I fhould not complain of the labour of this work, if my materials 
were always derived from fuch books as the chronicle of honeftFroiflard 
(vol.iv. c. 67. 69. 72. 74- 79 — 8j. 85.87. 89.), who read little, enquired 
much, and believed all. The original Memoirs of the Marechal de 
Boucicault (Partiei. c. 22 — 28.) add fome fails, but they are dry and 
deficient, if compared with the pleafant garrulity of Froiflard. 

An accurate Memoir on the Life of Equerrahd VII. Sire dc Coucy, 
has been given by the Baron de Zurlanbcn, (Hift. de P Academic des 
Infcriptions, tom. xxv.). Ilis rank and pofTeflions were equally con- 
fid'erablc in France and England; and, in 1375, he led an army of ad- 
venturers into Switzerland, to recover a large patrimony which he 
claimed in right of his grandmother, the daughter of the Emperor 
Albert I. of Auftria (Sinner, Voyage dans la Suite Occidentale, 
toxu.i. p. 118 — X 24 »)* 

5 3 That military office, fo refpeilable at prefent, was (till more con- 
fpicuous when it was divided between two pci-ions (Daniel, Hift. dc la 
Milice Franyoife, tom. ii. p.5.). One of thefe, the marfhal of the 
crufade, was the famous Boucicault, who afterwards defended Con- 
ftantinople, governed Genoa, invaded the coaft of Afia, and died ia 
the field of Azincour. 

G G 
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c h A p. many might afpire to command, that none were 

■ LXIV ‘_- willing to obey ; their national fpirit defpifed both 
their enemies and their allies ; and in the perfua- 
fion that Bajazet xmuld fly, or mufl fall, they 
began to compute how loon they fhouhl viftt 
Conllantinoplc and deliver the holy fepulchre. 
When their fcouts announced the approach of 
the Turks, the gav and thoughtlefs youths were 
at table, already heated with wine; they inftantly 
clafped their armour, mounted their horfes, rode 
full l'peed to the vanguard, and relented as an 
affront the advice of Sigifmond, which would 
have deprived them of the right and honour of 
the fore moll attack. The battle of Nicopolis 
would not have been loft, if the French would 
have obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians: 
but it might have been glorioufly won, had the 
Hungarians imitated the valour of the French. 
They difperfed the firft line, confiding of the 
troops of Alia; forced a rampart of Hakes, which 
had been planted againft the cavalry; broke, after 
a bloody conflict, the Janizaries themfelves ; and 
were at length overwhelmed by the numerous 
Iquadronsthatifiued from the woods, and charged 
on all lides this handful of intrepid warriors. In 
the l’peed and fecrecy of his march, in the order 
and evolutions of the battle, his enemies felt and 
•admired the military talents of Bajazet. They 
accufe his cruelty in the ufe of vidlory. After 
referving the Count of Nevers, and four-and- 
twenty lords, whole birth and riches were attefted 
by his Latin interpreters, the remainder of the 

iQ French 
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French captives, who had furvived the daughter ( 
of the day, were led before his throne; and, as v 
they refuted to abjure theirfaith, were fu ccefii vely 
beheaded in his prefence. The Sultan was cxaf- 
pefateil by thelofs of his braveft Jauizaries ; and 
if it be true, that, on the eve of the engagement, 
the French had mafiacred their Turkifh pri- 
foners 64 , they might impute to themlelves the 
confequences of a juR retaliation. A knight , 
whole life had been Ipared, was permitted to re- 
turn to Paris, that he might relate the deplorable 
tale, and folicitthe ranfom of the noble captives; 
In the mean while, the Count of Nevers, with the 
princes and barons of France, weredragged along 
in the marches of the Turkilh camp, expofed as 
a grateful trophy to the Mollems of Europe and 
Alia, and Itrictly confined at Bourla, as often as 
Bajazet refided in bis capital. The Sultan was 
prefled each day to expiate with their blood the 
blood of his martyrs ; but he had pronounced, 
that they fiiould live, and either for mercy or 
dellriuStion his word was irrevocable. He was 
allured of their value and importance by the 
return of the melfengex*, and the gifts and inter- 
celfions of the kings of France and of Cyprus. 
jCulignan prefented him with a gold falt-cellar of 
curious workmanfiiip, and of the price of ten 
thouland ducats; and Charles the Sixth difpatched 
by the way of Hungary a call of Norwegian ' 
hawks, and fix horfe-loads of leaflet cloth, of 
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64 For this odious fa<5t, the Abbe de Vertot quotes the Hilt. Ano- 
iiyme de St. Denys, I. XYhC.lo>ii.(Qnirt de jMWdie, tgna.ii. p.310.). 

fine; 
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chap, fine linen of Rheims, and of Arras tapeftry, re- 

■ prefenting the battles of the great Alexander. 

After much delay, the effect of diltance rather 
than of art, Bajazet agreed to accept a ranfom 
of two hundred thouland ducats for the Count /of 
Nevers and the furviving princes and barons j the 
Marfhal Boucicault, a famous warrior, was of the 
number of the fortunate*, but the admiral of 
France had been flain in the battle; and the con- 
llable, with the Sire de Coucy, died in the prifon 
of Bourfa. This heavy demand, which was 
doubled by incidental colls, fell chiefly on the 
Duke of Burgundy, or rather on his Flemilh 
fubjeets, who were bound by the feudal laws to 
contribute for the knighthood and captivity of 
the eldell fon of their lord. For the faithful dil- 
charge of the debt, loine merchants of Genoa 
gave fecurity to the amount of five times the 
fum ; a lefion to thole warlike times, that com- 
merce and credit are the links of the fociety of 
nations. It had been ftipulated in the treaty, 
that the French captives Ihould fwear never to 
bear arms againfl the perfon of their conqueror} 
but the ungenerous reltraint was abolilhed by 
Bajazet liimfelf. “ I defpife,” laid he to the 
heir of Burgundy, “ thy oaths and thy arriis. 

<c Thou art young, and mayell be ambitious of 
“ effacing the difgrace or misfortune of thy firfl 
“ chivalry. Alienable thy powers, proclaim thy 
f 4 ' defign, and be allured that Bajazet will rejoice 
“ to meet thee a fecond time in the field of bat- 
“ tie.” Before their departure, they were in- 
dulged in the freedom and hoipitality of tlie court 

i of 
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of* Bourfa. The French princes admired the 
magnificence of the Ottoman, whole hunting and 
hawking equipage was^compofed of fev-en thou- 
l'an^l huntfmen and fe.ven tlioufand falconers 05 . In 
t^Jm: frfelen c e v a p cl' at his command, the belly of 
oqe of his chamberlains was cut open, on a com- 
plaint againfl him for drinking the goat’s-milk of 
a poor woman. The ftvangers were aftonilhed by 
this aft of juftice; but it was the juftice of a 
fultan who difdains to balance the weight of 
evidence, or to meafure the degrees of guilt. 

After his enfranchifement from an oppreffive The Em- 
guardian, John Palaeologus remained thirty-fix P eror John 
years, the lielplefs, and, as it fhould fcern, the ajxi 35$! 
carelefs fpefitator of the public ruin' 6 . Love, or^ 1 ^ 8 — 
rather lull, was his only vigorous pafiion ; and in ' IjVI * 
the embraces of the wives and virgins of the 
city, the Turkilh Have forgot the dishonour of 
the Emperor of the Romans. Andronicus, his 
eldeft Ion, had formed, at Adrianople, an inti- 
mate and guilty friendlhip with Sauzes, the fon 
of Amurath ; and the two youths confpired 
againll the authority and lives of their parents. 

The prefence cxf Amurath in Europe loon difco- 


Shcrefeddin Ali (Hift.de Timour Bee, 1, v. c« 13.) allows Ba- 
jazet a round number of 12*000 officers and fervants of die chafe, A 
part of his 1 polls was afterwards difplayed in a hunting match of 
Timour: x. hounds with fatin holdings ; 2. leopards with collars fet 
with jewels ; 3. Grecian greyhounds ; and, 4. dogs from Evirojjg, as 
ftrong as African lions (idem, 1. vi. c, 15.). Bajazet was particularly 
fond of flying his hawks at cranes (Chalcocondyles, I* is. p. 35.). 

66 For the reigns of John Pakeologus and his fon Manuel, from 
1354 to 1402, fee Ducas, c. — 15. Phranza, 1. i. c. 16 — 2 1. and the 
ift and iid books of Cjhalcocon^ vies, whole proper fubjeift is drowned in 
a lea of epifode. 
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2 h a p. vercd and difiipated their rafli counfels ; and, 
. ■ after depriving Sauzes of his fight, the Ottoman 

threatened his vaffal witjj the treatment of an 
accomplice and an enemy,, unlefs he inflidhpd a 
fimilar punifhment on his own don. .’Ba-feyij&gys 
trembled and obeyed ; and a cruel precaution 
involved in the lame fentence the childhood and 
innocence of John the fon qf the criminal. But 
.the operation was lb milflejK.or fo fkilfully, per- 
formed, that the one retained the fight of an eye, 
aud the other was afflicted only with the infirmity 
iifcord of of Iquinting. Tli us excluded from the fuccof- 
iie Greeks- bon, the two princes were confined in the tower 
of Anema; and the piety of Manual, the fecond 
fon of the reigning monarch, was rewarded with 
the gift of the Imperial crown. But at the end 
of two years, the turbulence of the Latins and the 
levity of the Greeks produced a revolution ; and 
the two emperors were burred in the tower from 
whence the two prifoners were exalted to the 
throne. Another period of two years afforded 
Palmologus and Manuel the means of efcape : it 
was contrived by the magic or lubtlety of a monk, 
who was alternately named the angel or the devil: 
they fled to Scutari ; their adherents armed 
in their caulc; and the two Byzantine factions 
difplayed the ambition and animofity with 
which Caefar and Pompey had difputed the 
empire of the world. 








